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TO    THE 
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CHARLES, 
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jind  Prelate  of  the  Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter. 


My  Lord, 
It  was  one  of  those  ancient  rales,  many  of  which  I  have 
had  occasion  to  speak  of  in  this  work,  that  presbyters  should 
Ao  nothing"  avtv  yviifxr\q  ts  Ittictkotts,  or  sine  conscientid 
episcopi,  without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  the  bishop: 
which  thoug-h  it  extend  not  to  all  private,  domestical,  and 
«ecular  affairs,  yet  doubtless  it  was  intended  to  keep  a  good 
harmony  and  subordination  between  them,  in  all  matters  of 
«.  public  nature  relating-  to  the  affairs  and  welfare  of  the 
Churck     And  therefore  with  a  view  to  this  rule,  as  I  first 
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presented  the  beginning  of  this  work  to  your  predecessor, 
my  then  diocesan,  so  now  I  lay  this  last  and  finishing  part 
of  it  at  your  Lordship's  feet:  not  doubting  but  that  your 
Lordship,  who  is  an  encourager  of  good  literature  and  an- 
cient learning,  will  give  it  your  favourable  acceptance  and 
approbation.     I  have  the  more  reason  to  hope  for  this,  be- 
cause  out  of  your  great  goodnature  and  condescension, 
your  Lordship  has  always  been  an  encourager  of  the  under- 
taking, as  1  have  been  made  sensible  by  happy  experiment, 
in  many  years'  distant  correspondence  with  you.    The  work, 
I   hope,  is   of  general  use,  and  will   meet  with  a  general 
acceptance  among  all   those,   who  are  without   prejudice 
true  lovers  of  ancient  learning,     A  noble  lord  was   once 
pleased  to  tell  me,  he  had  sent  it  into  Scotland  by  the  hands 
of  a  great  man  of  the  assembly:  though  what  approbation 
it  meets  with  there,  I  cannot  say.      But  I  can  speak  it  with 
more  satisfaction,  that  our  worthy  primate  was  once  pleased 
to  acquaint  me  in  private  conversation,  that  he  himself  had 
sent  it  to  the  professors  of  Geneva,  who  returned  him  their 
thanks,  together  with  their  approbation.     And  if  it  be  well 
accepted  there,  there  is  some  reason  to  hope  it  may  be  ac- 
cepted in   most  other  Protestant  Churches,  and  be  a  little 
means  to  bring  them  to  a   nearer  union  to  the  Church  of 
England  in  some  points,  for  which  some  parts  of  the  work 
are  particularly  designed.     A  late  author  has  thought  fit  to 
epitomise  some  part  of  it,  for  the  service,  as  he  says,  of  his 
poor  brethren  of  the  clergy  :  though  I  fear,  for  thu  reasons 
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I  have  been  forced  to  give  against  his  undertaking,  it  will 
prove  of  no  service,  but  rather  hurtful  to  them.  But  if  he, 
or  any  other  person  of  ability  would  undertake  to  translate 
the  whole  into  Latin,  now  that  it  is  finished  and  completed, 
that  might  perhaps  be  of  more  general  use  to  all  the  Protes- 
tant Churches.  And  in  the  mean  time  our  poor  brethren,  if 
it  please  God  to  bless  me  with  health,  shall  not  want  such 
an  epitome,  if  it  be  needful,  as  is  proper  for  their  information. 

And  now,  my  Lord,  that  I  have  made  mention  of  my  own 
health,  I  cannot  but  with  hearty  prayers  to  God  most  sin- 
cerely wish  yours,  for  the  good  things  you  have  already 
done  to  this  diocese,  and  more  that  may  be  expected,  if  it 
shall  please  God  to  confirm  your  health,  in  such  a  state,  as 
may  enable  you  to  go  through  the  great  work  you  want  no 
will  to  perform.  The  reducing  the  exorbitant  fees  of  this 
diocese  to  a  proper  standard,  is  a  thing  that  will  never  be 
forgotten  by  your  poor  brethren,  who  will  always  feel  the 
sweet  effect  of  it.  Your  encouragement  given  to  the  mean- 
est clergymen  to  write  to  yourself  in  person,  and  not  to  any 
officers,  upon  business  relating  to  the  Church,  is  a  singular 
instance  of  your  good  nature  and  condescension  5  and  also 
a  sure  method  to  prevent  corruption.  Your  care  to  inform 
yourself  of  the  character  and  worth  of  your  clergy,  with  a 
view  to  the  promotion  of  such  as  have  long  laboured  dili- 
gently in  great  cures,  or  small  livings,  is  a  method  that  can- 
not fail  of  giving  a  new  life  and  spirit  to  all  such,  as  may 
reasonably  hope  that  their  merits   and   labours   will  not 
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always  be  overlooked  and  despised  ;  but  that  they  may  la 
due  time  find  their  reward  both  in  ease  and  advancement 
from  so  kind  an  inspector. 

That  you  may  have  health  and  long-  life  to  proceed  in  such 
good  acts,  and  all  other  offices  of  your  function,  I  believe 
is  the  wish  of  all  your  clergy  :  I  am  sure  it  is  the  hearty 
prayer  of  him,  who  is. 

My  Lord, 

Your  most  dutiful 

and  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Bingham. 


THE 

AUTHOR'S  PREFACE 

TO  THE 

NINTH  AND  TENTH  (BEING  THE  TWO  LAST)  VOLUMES 

OF 

THE  ANTIQUITIES 

IN  THE    ORIGINAL   EDITION. 


When  I  had  finished  these  two  volumes,  and  completed 
the  whole  work  that  I  intended,  and  sent  it  to  the  press,, 
hoping-  to  g-ive  myself  a  little  rest  and  vacation  frora 
hard  labour;  I  was  immediately  called  to  a  new  work  by  a 
Book  that  was  sent  me,  bearing  the  title  of,  Ecclesice  Pri~ 
mitivce  Notitia,  or  a  Summary  of  Christian  Antiquities.*  To 
which  is  prefixed  an  Index  Hcereticus,  containing-  a  short 
account  of  All  the  principal  heresies  since  the  rise  of  Chris- 
tianity; and  subjoined,  a  Brief  Account  of  the  Eight  first 
General  Councils,  dedicated  to  the  venerable  Society  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  by  A.  Blackamore 
in  Two  Volumes  8vo.  Lond.  1722.  1  confess,  I  was  very 
much  surprised  at  first  with  the  title  and  epistle  dedicatory, 
thinking  it  to  be  some  new  work,  that  had  done  some  mig-hty 
thing,  either  in  correcting-  my  mistakes,  or  supplying  my 
deficiencies,  after  twenty  years  hard  labour  in  compiling  my 
Origines  for  the  use  of  the  Church.  But  as  soon 
as  I  looked  into  the  Preface,  and  a  little  into  the 
Book     itself,     1    found    it     to     be     only    a    Transcript 
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of  some  part  of  my  Origines,  under  the  notion  of  an  Epitome, 
thoug-h  no  such  thing-  is  said  in  tlie  Title  Pag-e.  This  seems 
to  be  an  art  of  the  gentleman,  and  the  ten  booksellers  that 
are  in  combination  with  him,  to  render  my  books  unuseful, 
and  his  own  more  valuable,  as  containing  all  I  have  said  and 
something  more  at  a  less  price;  which  he  says  will  be  of 
use  to  those  poor  clergymen  and  others,  whose  genius  and 
inclination  lie  towards  antiquity,  but  are  not  able  to  purchase 
ray  books  for  the  dearness  of  them.  But  the  gentleman 
imposes  very  much  upon  poor  readers  in  saying  this,  upon 
two  accounts:  first,  in  pretending  that  he  gives  them  an 
Epitome  of  my  Whole  Work,  when  yet  there  were  two  vo- 
lumes still  behind,  which  he  could  have  no  opportunity  to 
epitomize,  because  they  were  not  printed.  He  says  indeed 
in  his  preface,  that  I  had  happily  completed  my  Whole  Work 
in  Eight  Volumes,  and  gives  it  an  higher  commendation  and 
Elogium,  than  perhaps  it  really  deserves:  butwhere  he  learn- 
ed, thati  had  finished  rny  work  in  eight  volumes,  Icannotun- 
derstand,  I  am  sure  1  had  advertised  the  readers,  and  him  among 
the  rest,  that  I  intended  two  volumes  more,  which  I  now  give 
them  to  complete  my  design.  So  that  this  gentleman  de- 
ceives his  poor  brethren,  when  he  pretends  to  give  them  an 
Epitome  of  the  whole,  when  it  is  only  in  part.;  and  he  must 
put  them  to  the  charge  of  another  volume  to  make  even 
his  Epitome  complete.  But  secondly,  if  this  gentleman  was 
so  concerned  for  his  poor  brethren,  why  did  he  make  his 
Epitome  so  large  ?  The  substance  of  my  books  for  the  use 
of  such  men  might  be  brought  into  much  less  compass: 
there  needed  no  authorities  to  have  been  cited  for  their  use 
who  have  no  books  to  examine  and  compare  them  ,  but  they 
might  have  rested  upon  the  authority  of  the  compiler ;  whose 
authority  they  may  more  decently  and  honestly  use  upon 
any  occasion,  than  the  authority  of  Fathers  and  Councils, 
which  our  author,  with  me,  very  well  supposes  they  have 
no  opportunity  to  see.     And  further,  if  our  author  meant  to. 
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gratify  his  poor  brethren  at  an  easy  rate,  why  did  he  clog- 
his  Epitome,  both  before  and  behind,  with  two  long  Dis- 
courses of  his  own  1     Sure  this  was  not  to  makeit  cheaper, 
but  to  put  them  to  more  expense,  in  being  obliged  to  buy 
his  discourses,  if  they  were  minded  to  read  any   thing  of 
mine.     The  fair  way  of  epitomizing,  had  been  to  have  given 
an  abstract  of  my  books  by  themselves,  and  printed  his  own 
separate  from  them :  this  had  been  more  for  the  interest  of 
his  indigent  readers,  and  I  believe  he  will  find,  it  would 
have  been  more  for  the  interest  of  his  booksellers  :  I  know 
not  what  authority  he  or  his  booksellers  had  to  reprint  my 
books  in   effect,    which   my  property  bylaw.     But  I  argue 
not  with  him  at  present  upon  that  point.     If  he  had  done  it 
in  a  genteel  way,  by  asking  leave,  and  under  direction,  he 
should  have  had  my  leave  and  encouragement  also.     Or,  if 
he  had  done  it  usefully,   so  as  truly  to  answer  the  end  he 
pretends,  even  without  leave,  he  should  have  had  my  pardon. 
But  now,  he  has  defeated  his  own  design,  both  by  unneces- 
sary and  hurtful  additions  of  his  own,  which  will  not  only 
incommode  and  incumber  his  books,  bnt  render  them  dan- 
gerous and  pernicious  to  unwary  readers,  unless  timely  anti- 
doted  and  corrected  by  some  more  skilful  hand.     For  which 
reason,  since  they  are   sent  into  the  world  together  with 
an  Abstract  of  my  Antiquities,  I  have  thought  it  just  both 
to  the  world  and  myself  to  make  some  proper  animadver- 
sions on  them.    I  freely  own,   that   a  just  and  authentic 
Account  of  Ancient  and  Modern  Sects  and  Heresies,  done 
by  a  learned  and  judicious  hand,  would  be  a  very  useful 
work:  and  it  is  what  has  been  long  wanted,  and  long  desi- 
red by  many  learned  men,  who  observe  the  failings  of  the 
common  Heresiologists  on  all  sides :  but  I  cannot  see  what 
an  Account  of  Modern  Heresies  has  to  do  with  the  Antiqui- 
ties of  the  Church,  or  how  the  knowledge  of  modern  sec- 
taries can  help  to  explain  the  ancient  usages  and  practices  of 
the  Catholics  in  former  ages.     For  which  reason  our  authoi 
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might  have  dropped  that  part  of  his  work  without  any  detri- 
ment, to  have  made  liis  book  the  cheaper.  But  whether  it 
was  proper  or  improper  to  clog"  his  work  with  any  account 
of  heresies  ancient  or  modern  ;  what  had  been  done  in  either 
kind,  should  have  been  done  with  care  and  judgment,  and 
something  of  exactness,  which,  after  all  the  compliments  he 
passes  on  ray  work,  I  cannot  say  of  his,  and  lam  heartily 
sorry,  that  in  justice  to  the  world  I  cannot  do  it.  For  some 
of  his  accounts  are  very  trifling  and  jejune,  and  such  as  give 
no  light  or  information  to  a  reader:  others  are  very  false  and 
injurious  to  great  men,  whom  he  makes  heretics,  when  they 
were  really  the  great  defenders  of  the  Catholic  Faith:  and 
his  whole  account  is  very  imperfect,  omitting  some  of  the 
most  considerable  sects  and  errors,  whilst  his  title  page 
pretends  to  be  an  Account  of  all  the  Principal  Heresies  since 
the  rise  of  Christianity.  I  love  not  to  censure  any  man 
without  reason,  and  therefore  I  will  give  some  evident  proof  of 
each  particular  I  lay  to  his  charge :  only  premising  one  thing, 
which  I  believe  will  make  the  Grammarians  smile:  the 
running  title  of  his  treatise  is.  Index  Heereticus,  which  in 
English  is  not  what  he  calls  it,  An  Account  of  H eresies -^hnt. 
An  Heretical  Index.  Which  I  believe  he  did  not  intend 
should  be  its  character  :  but  if  we  soften  the  meaning  of  the 
word  Heretical,  and  take  it  only  for  erroneous  ;  hovvever 
ominous  it  be,  it  is  a  very  just  character  indeed.  For 
besides  its  other  faults,  it  is  very  erroneous  in  the  characters 
he  gives  of  very  Great  and  Orthodox  and  Eminent  Siints  of 
God,  who  in  his  account  are  some  of  the  worst  of  heretics. 
I  will  make  good  in  order  the  several  charges  I  bring 
against  him. 

1.  Some  of  his  accounts  are  very  trifling  and  jejune,  and 
such  as  give  no  lightor  information  to  a  reader,  in  speaking 
of  the  Hypsistarians,  all  that  he  says  of  them,  is  only  this  : 
"  That  they  were  jNIaintainors  of  an  heresy  in  the  Fourth 
Century,  made  up  o(  Judaism  and  Paganism^     Now  what 
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is  a  reader  the  wiser  for  all  this  ?     This  character,  being-  in 
such  general  terms  only,  would  serve  at  least  twenty  here- 
sies, and  a  reader  would  not  know  how  to  distinguish  them, 
seeing  no  particular  opinions  or  practices  o^  Jews  or  Gentile& 
are  here  ascribed  to  the  HypsistarianSj  whereby  to  discern 
them  from  other  heretics  that  mixed  Judaism  and  Paganism 
in  one  common  religion.     He  says  in  his  Preface,  one  of  the 
chief  reasons  for  drawing"  up  his  Index  Hcereiicus  was,  be- 
cause in  ray  books  I  had  only  touched  lightly  and  in  transitu 
upon  heresies,  as  they  made  for  ray  purpose,  without  giving 
any  perfect  description  of  them.     Which  is  very  true.     But 
why  then  did  not  he  give  a  perfect  description  of  those  Hyp- 
sistarians,  or  at  least  a  more  perfect  one  than  I  had  done  1 
He  could  not  be  ignorant,  whilst  he  was  epitomizing  my 
books,  that  I  had  given  a  pretty  good  description  of  them, 
Book  XVI.  chap.  6.  sect.  2.  p.  306.  Vol.  Vll.  where  I  say, 
they  called  themselves  Hypsistarians,  that  is,  worshippers 
of  the  Most  High  God,  whom  they  worshipped,  as  the  Jews 
did,  only  in  one  person,  and  they  observed  their  Sabbaths, 
and  used  distinction   of  meats,  clean  and  unclean,  thoug"h 
they  did  not  regard  circumcision,  as  Gregory  Nazianzen, 
whose  father  was  once  of  this  sect,  gives  the  account  of  them. 
This  is  some  account  of  thera  if  it  be  not  a  perfect  one.  Why 
then  did  he  not  give  the  sarae  or  a  better  account  of  them,  or 
at  least  refer  his  reader  to  my  book,  or  his  own  Epitome,  p. 
335.  where  he  transcribes  ray  account  of  them  1  The  gentle- 
man was  in  haste  when  he  wrote  his  Index, and  could  not  stand 
to  do  justice  either  to  me  or  his  readers.     I  could  add  some- 
thing more  concerning  these  Hypsistarians  out  of  Gregory 
Nyssen,  Hesychius  and  Suidas  :  butit  will  be  time  enough  to 
do  that,  if  I  live  to  give  the  reader  an  Epitome  of  my  own  with 
some  additions.     I  only  remark  here,  that  there  is  no  notice 
taken  of  these  Hypsistarians  in  Epiphanius,  Theodoret,  Phi- 
lastrius,  or  St  Austin,  or  any  other  of  the  common  Heresi- 
ologists  ;  and  thai  they,  who  speak  of  them,  say  nothing  of 
their  Paganism,  however  our  author  came  to  blunder  upon  it. 
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His  account  of  the  Coelicoloe  is  much  such  another  as  the 
former:  "  Ccelicolce,  or  Worshippers  of  Heaven,  an  hereti- 
cal sect  in  the  Fifth  Century,  at  which  time  they  were  con- 
demned by  the  Rescripts  of  Honorius  the  Emperor."  It  is 
hard  again,  that  he  could  not  have  referred  his  readers  to 
the  same  place  of  ray  book,  or  his  own  Epitome,  where  they 
might  have  found  a  much  better  account  of  them.  But  this 
gentleman  was  to  magnify  his  own  Index,  and  make  his  rea- 
ders believe,  that  he  had  done  great  feats  and  wonders  in 
discovering  the  tenets  of  ancient  heretics,  where  I  had 
been  silent,  or  but  lightly  touched  upon  them  ;  though  by 
these  instances  the  reader  will  now  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
perfection  and  excellency  of  his  performance. 

I  will  give  but  one  instance  more  of  this  kind  out  of  many 
that  might  be  added.  In  speaking  of  Ethnophrones,  he 
says  "  They  were  heretics  of  the  Seventh  Century,  who 
taught  that  some  Pagan  superstitions  were  to  be  retained  to- 
gether with  Christianity."  But  why  did  he  not  inform 
his  reader  what  these  Pagan  superstitions  were  1  Is  there 
no  author  that  speaks  particularly  of  them  ?  The  learned 
reader  may  please  to  take  this  account  from  me  in  the  words 
of  Damascen.  de  Hacresibus,  p.  585.  Ethnophrones  cum  Gen- 
tium Instituta  sequaniur,  in  cceteris  sunt  Christiani.  Hi 
Natales  dies ,  Fortunam,  Fatum,  omnem  Astronomiam, 
et  Astrologiam,  omnemque  Dninationem  et  A  uspicia  pro- 
bant :  Auguria,  Expiationes,  et  Placationes^  Sortes,  Pro- 
digiorum  et  Porientorum  Inspectiones,  J  enejicia,  aliasqiie 
ejusdem  generis  impiasfabulas  adhibent :  iisdemque,  quibus 
Gentes,  utuniur  Institutis.  Dies  etiam  festos  quosdam 
Grcecorum  probant :  Dies  denique,  et  Menses,  et  Annos,  et 
Tcmpora  observant  et  notant.  In  short,  they  w  ere  the  same 
w  ith  those  superstitious  Christians,  who  followed  the  for- 
bidden heathen  arts  of  divination,  magic,  and  enchantment, 
judicial  astrology,  calculation  of  nativities,  augury,  sooth- 
saying, ilivination  hy  lots,  observation  of  days  and  accidents, 
and  the  observation  of  heathen  festivals,  of  whom  I  have 
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SO  largely  and  particularly  treated  in  two  whole  chapters 
Book  XVI.  chap,  iv  and  v.  where  I  speak  of  the  discipline 
and  laws  of  the  Church  made  against  them.  And  yet  this 
gentleman  will  bear  his  readers  in  hand,  that  he  has  given  a 
perfect  account  of  those  ancient  Sects  and  Heresies,  which 
I  only  occasionally  and  lightly  touch  upon. 

2.  The  second  charge  I  have  against  his  Index  is  more 
weighty,  that  many  of  his  Accounts  of  Heresies  and  Here- 
tics are  very  false,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  character  and 
memory  of  great,  and  good,  and  excellent  men,  whom  he 
makes  heretics,  when  they  were  really  noble  confessors  and 
brave  defenders  of  the  catholic  faith.  For  proof  of  this  I 
will  not  insist  upon  the  characters  he  gives  of  Melito  Bishop 
of  Sardes,  or  of  Nicholas  the  Deacon ;  but  only  observe, 
that  a  prudent  writer  might  have  softened  his  character  of 
each.  For  though  Valesius*  bears  hard  upon  Melito,  and 
says,  with  our  author,  that  he  asserted  God  to  be  Corporeal 
in  a  Book  which  he  wrote  ttejoi  GeS  IvcrwjuaTs,  which 
Valesius  translates,  De  Deo  Corporeo,  yet  other  learned 
personst  think  this  to  be  a  mistake ;  since  Gfoc  Ivawixdrog 
does  not  signify  a  Corporeal  God ;  but  God  Incarnate,  or 
made  Flesh,  or  dwelling  in  the  body ;  which  is  a  quite  diffe- 
rent thing  from  God's  being  Corporeal  in  his  Divine  Nature, 
And  therefore,  since  thus  much  might  justly  have  been  said, 
by  way  of  Apology,  for  Melito,  our  author  should  not  have 
been  so  severe  upon  him,  as  to  style  him  an  heretic  of  the 
first  ages,  who  held,  that  God  was  Corporeal ;  but  have  alle- 
ged in  his  favour  what  so  many  learned  men  have  said  in 
justification  of  him:  especially  considering  what  both  Poly- 
crates*  in  Eusebius,andTertulliant  in  St.  Jerom,  say  of  him, 
that  he  was  a  man  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  generally 
believed  to  be  a  prophet  among  Christians. 

*  Vales.  Not.  in  Euseb.  lib.  iv.  cap.  26.  t  Cave  Histor. 

Literar.  Vol.  1.  p.  43.  Du  Pin,  in  the  Life  of  Melito.  Suicer.  Thesaur.  Eccles. 
voce  'Ev(Tu)nuTwffis.  *  Ap.  Euseb.  lib.  3.  cap.  24. 

+  Tertul.  ap.  Hieron.  de  Scriptor.  cap.  24. 
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The  same  Apology  might  have  been  made,  and  in  justice 
«hould  have  been  made,  for  Nicholas,  one  cf  the  Seven  Dea- 
cons. For  though  some  of  the  Ancients  lay  the  doctrine  of 
the  Nicolaitans  to  his  charge  ;  yet,  as  I  shew  in  one  of  the 
preceding  Books,*  a  great  many  others,  particularly,  Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus,  Eusebius,  Theodoret,  and  St.  Austin 
excuse  him,  and  say,  the  doctrine  was  none  of  his  but  only 
taken  up  by  those,  who  pretended  to  be  his  followers,  ground- 
upon  some  mistaken  words  of  his,  which  had  no  such 
meaning. 

But  I  pass  over  this  to  our  Author's  Account  of  the  Ace- 
phali ;  "  who,  he  says,  were  an  headless  kind  of  heretics, 
who  owned  neither  bishop,  priest,  nor  sacrament,  like  our 
modern  Quakers."  I  know  not  -whai  grounds  our  author 
had  for  this :  for  he  never  cites  any  particular  writer  through- 
out his  whole  Index:  but  I  know  x\Iexander  Rosse  said  the 
same  before  him ;  and  he  is  one  of  this  gentleman's  learned 
authors.  I  know  also  that  some  Popish  Writerst  object  it 
to  the  Lutherans,  that  they  are  like  the  old  Acephali,  because 
they  have  no  bishops,  for  their  leaders  :  and  I  am  apt  to 
think,  Alexander  Rosse  took  it,  right  or  wrong,  from  some 
of  those  Popish  Writers.  But  Alexander  has  the  misfortune 
to  contradict  himself:  for  he  says  in  the  very  same  breath, 
That  Severus,  Bishop  of  Alexandria  (he  meant  Antioeh) 
was  author  of  this  Sect  of  Acephali,  under  Anastasius  the 
Emperor,  An.  462.  And  that  they  were  called  also 
Theodosians  from  Theodosius  their  chief  patron,  and  Bishop 
of  Alexandria.  Strange  indeed!  That  they  should  have 
bishops  for  their  authors  and  patrons,  and  yet  be  without 
bishop,  priest,  or  sacrament  among  them  !  Our  author  was 
aware  of  this  rock,  and  had  the  wit  to  avoid  it:  and  there- 


*  Book  XXII.  rhap.  i.  sect.  9.  f  See  Mason's  Defence  of  the  Or- 

•diaation  of  Ministers  beyond  seas,  p.  129.  Oxun  1G41. 
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fore  here  he  fairly  and  wisely  dropped  his  guide,  and  left  him 
to  shift  for  himself  with  his  contradictions  ;  telling  us  the 
first  part  of  the  story,  but  not  the  latter,  which  would  have 
spoiled  his  parallel  between  the  Acephali  and  the  Quakers. 
But  how  would  he  make  out,  if  he  was  pressed  hard  to  it, 
that  the  Acephali  had  no  Bishops,  or  were  named  head- 
less, from  the  want  of  such  heads  among  them  ?  For  my 
part,  I  never  met  with  any  ancient  writer  that  gave  this  ac- 
count of  them.  Liberatus  says,*  they  were  called 
Acephali,  because  they  would  not  receive  the  doctrine 
of  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  nor  follow  him  as  their  head, 
nor  yet  any  other.  But  these  were  bishops,  who  would 
neither  take  Cyril  Patriarch  of  Alexandria,  nor  John  Pa- 
triarch of  Antioch  for  their  head,  and  were  therefore  called 
Acephali,  because  they  would  follow  neither  patriarch  as 
their  leader.  For  as  those  bishops  were  called  A  ufocephali, 
who  had  no  patriarch  above  them,  but  were  a  sort  of  pa- 
triarchs themselves,  and  independent  of  any  other:  so  those 
bishops,  who  were  subject  to  patriarchs,  and  withdrew  their 
obedience  from  them,  were  called  Acephali,  because  they 
were  no  heads  or  patriarchs  themselves,  and  yet  refused  to 
be  subject  to  any  other.  Patriarchs  were  then  heads  of  the 
bishops,  as  bishops  were  heads  of  the  people  ;  and  these 
are  quite  different  things  ;  for  bishops  to  be  called  Acephali, 
because  they  rejected  their  patriarch,  and  people  to  be 
called  Acephali  because  they  had  neither  bishop,  nor  priest, 
nor  sacrament  among  them.  I  am  not  fond  of  defending- 
ancient  heretics,  but  1  think  all  men  ought  to  have  justice 
done  them,  and  not  be  charg-ed  with  more  heresies  than 
they  were  really  g"uilty  of.  It  is  allowed  on  all  sides,  that 
these  Acephali  were  Eutychians  and  enemies  of  the  Council 
of  Chalcedon  ;  and  as  such  Leontiust  also  writes  ag-ainst 

*  Liberal.  Breviar.  cap.  9.     Hos  esse  pulo  Authores  Acephalorum,  qui 
neque  Cyrillum  habent  caput,  neque  qut-fn  sequantur  ostendunt. 
t  Leont.  de  Sectis.  Action.  7.  Bibl.  Patr.  Gr.  Lat.  torn.  i.  p.  523. 
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them :  but  he  says  not  a  word  of  ihcir  being-  without  bishops, 
priests  or  sacraments :  and  therefore  it  lies  upon  our  Author 
to  produce  some  ancient  voucher,  better  than  Alexander 
Rosse,  for  the  charge  he  brings  against  them. 

I  insist  not  on  his  Uttle  g-rammatical  error  in  his  account 
of  the  Saccophori,  "  Who,"  he  says,  *'  were  a  branch  of 
tlie  Encratites,  so  called  because  they  carried  a  long-  bag", 
to  make  the  people  believe  they  led  a  penitent  life."'  They 
were  indeed  a  particular  sect  of  the  Manichees,  who  are 
condemned  under  that  name  in  several  laws  of  the  Theo- 
dosian  code,*  where  the  several  branches  of  the  Manichees 
are  proscribed  under  the  distinguishing-  names  of  Solitarii, 
KncratitJC,  Apotactitfc,  Hydroparastata?  and  Saccofori,  which 
names  they  assumed  to  shelter  themselves  ag-ainst  the  se- 
verity of  former  laws  made  against  the  Manichees  under  the 
name  of  Manichees  only.  But  now  these  Manichean  Sac- 
cophori were  not  so  called  from  carrying  a  long-  bag-,  but 
from  wearing  sackcloth,  and  affecting  to  appear  with  it  in 
public.  Saccus,  indeed,  will  signify  a  sack  or  a  bag,  as 
well  as  sackcloth:  but  what  has  a  long  bag  to  do  with  a 
penitent  life?  It  is  titter  to  describe  a  philosopher 
than  a  penitent:  but  sackcloth  and  a  penitent  life  will  con- 
sist very  well  together.  However  the  Church  did  not  allow 
any  to  affect  this  garb,  though  some  monks,  like  the  Mani- 
chees, were  very  fond  of  it,  and  loved  to  appear  publicly 
with  chains  or  crosses  about  their  necks,  and  walked  bare- 
foot, and  wore  sackcloth,  out  of  mere  singularity  and  affec- 
tation: who  are  tlierefore  often  severely  censured  for  these 
things  by  the  ancients,  Epiphanius,  St.  Austin,  St.  Jerom, 
J'allatHns  and  Cassian,  as  I  have  shewn  more  fully  in  ano- 
ther place. 'I  But  I  never  heard  of  any,  either  monks  or 
heretics,  censured  for  carrying  a  long  bag,  as  an  indication 


*  Cod.  Thcod.  I.ih.  18.  Tit.  5.  do  Ilierctlcis,  leg. 7,  9,  II. 
f  Buck  Vll.  chai>.  iii.  n.O. 
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of  a  penitent  life :  and  I  am  of  opinion,  this  g-entlenian,  when 
he  considers  it  ag-ain,  will  reckon  this  such  another  slip  as 
Index  H(sreticus\  which  arc  but  small  failings  in  compari- 
son  of  what  1  have  now  further  to  object  against  his  Index, 
which  turns  Catholics  into  Heretics  in  several  instances 
both  of  former  and  later  ag"es. 

Among-  the  ancients  he  does  g-reat  injustice  to  Eusta- 
thius,  the  famous  Bishop   of  Antioch.     For  in   giving-  an 
account  of  the  Eustathian  Heretics,  he  says,  "  The  Eusta- 
thians  were  the  spawn   of  the  Sabellian  heresy,  and  had 
their  name  from  Eustathius  Bishop  of  Antioch,  who  was 
deposed  in  a  council  held  in  his  own  city,  about  the  middle 
of  the  Fourth  Century,   for  holding  those  principles,"     I 
take  no  notice  of  his  parachronism  in  saying,  that  he  was 
deposed  in  the  Council  of  Antioch  about  the  middle  of  the 
Fourth  Century :  for  though  we  cannot  well  call  the  year 
327  or  329,  when   that  Council  was  held,  the  middle  of  the 
Fourth  Century  ;  yet  this  is  but  a  small  mistake,  into  which 
he  might  easily  be  led  by  Baronius  or  the  corrupt  copies  of 
Athanasius  and  St,  Jerom,  which  place  that  Council  in  the 
reign  of  Constantius,  instead  of  Constantino,  as  the  best 
critics,  Valesius,*   Gothofred,t  Pagi,|  and  Dr.  Cave,  ||  are 
fully  agreed ;  and  as  appears  plainly  from  all  the  historians, 
Socrates,  Sozomen,  Theodoret,  and  Philostorgius.     But  the 
thing,   I  complain  of,  is  this,  that  he  makes  this  Eustathius  a 
Sabellian,  and  his  followers  a  spawn  of  the  Sabellian  heresy. 
Whereas,  in  truth,  he  was  the  great  defender  of  the  Catholic 
faith  against  the  Arian   heresy  in  the    Council  of   Nice: 
the  Council  itself  translated  him  from  Beraea  to  Antioch  ; 
and  he  was  the  first  man  that  opened  the  Council  with  a 
panegyrical    oration  to  Constantino ;    as  this  Author,  for- 

•  Vales.  Annot.  ad  Euseb.  de  Vit.  Const,  lib.  iii.  cap.  69. 
+  Gothofred.  Dissert,  in  Philostorg.  lib.  ii.  cap.  7.  J  Pagi.  Critic, 

in  Baron,  an.  327.  n.  3.  &  340.  n.  18.  ||  Cave.  Histor.  Literar.  vol.  i. 

p.  139. 
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g-etting-  himself,  fairly  owns  in  his  account  of  the  Eig-ht 
General  Councils,  p.  476.  Athanasius  g-ives  him  this  cha- 
racter, that  he  was  a  noble  confessor  and  orthodox  in  the 
(mXh,Ti]vTThiv tv(Tijii]c,  and  exceeding-  zealous  for  the  truth.* 
How  then  could  he  be  a  Sabellian,  unless  Sabeliianism  was 
the  true  faith,  and  Athanasius  a  Sabellian  also  ?  To  open 
this  matter  a  little  further,  and  undeceive  this  g-entleman 
and  his  readers  also:  this  Eustathius  was  only  abused  in 
his  character  out  of  spite  and  malice  by  the  Arians,  who 
were  his  implacable  enemies,  because  he  was  a  resolute 
defender  of  the  Nicene  faith  against  them.  They  there- 
fore endeavoured  to  make  him  odious,  by  falsely  charg-ing- 
him  with  Sabeliianism,  and  several  other  crimes,  upon  the 
strength  of  which  calumnies  they  deposed  him  in  one  of 
their  own  Councils  at  Anlioch.  Socratest  and  SozomenJ 
say  expressly,  that  this  Council  of  Antioch  was  an  Arian 
Council  that  deposed  Eustathius,  upon  a  pretence,  that  he 
Wfts  more  a  defender  of  the  Sabellian  doctrine,  than  of  the 
Nicene  faith.  Which  was  an  usual  trick  of  the  Arians, 
whereby  they  endeavoured  to  undermine  Athanasius  also. 
No\V  this  being  only  a  mere  calumny  aind  slander  of  so 
great  a  man,  imposed  upon  him  by  his  professed  enemies, 
the  Arians,  it  does  not  become  any  one,  who  takes  upon 
him  to  give  unlearned  readers  an  account  of  the  ancient 
heresies,  to  fix  this  character  ii])on  him,  without  giving  some 
authority,  or  at  least  an  intimation,  that  he  was  deposed 
only  in  an  Arian  Council.  I  do  not  suppose  this  gentleman 
had  any  ill  design  in  what  he  wrote  about  this  matter;  but 
he  was  either  imposed  upon  by  some  modern  historian,  or 
did  not  suflicienlly  consider  what  he  found  delivered  by 
ancient  writers.  Which  should  make  him  the  more  cau- 
tious for  the  future  what  guides  he   follows,  and  learn   to 


*  Athanas.  Epist.  ad  Soliliirins.  t.  i.  p.  812.  f  Socrat.  lib.  I. 

cap.  il.  J  Hozoin.  lili.  '2.  vn\>.  Il>. 
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write  with  judgment,  when  he  takes  upon  him  the  office  of 
an  historian  for  such  as  cannot  contradict  him. 

He  commits  the  same  fault  in  giving  an  account   of  the 
Essenes,  "  Who,  he  says,   were  a  sect  of  Christian  here- 
tics at  Alexandria  in  the  time  of   St.  Mark."     Now  there 
seems  to  be  a  httle  more  of  wilful  mistake  in  this.     For  he 
could  not  be  ignorant,  whilst  he  was  transcribing  my  Ori- 
gines,  that  I   had   alleged   the   authority   of  Epiphanius, 
Eusebius,  and  St.  Jerom,  to  shew,  that  they  believed  them 
to  be  the  Orthodox   Church,  and  not  a  sect  of  Christian 
heretics  at  Alexandria  in  the  time  of  St.  Mark :  and  he  himself 
in  his  Epitome,  refers  his  readers  to  these  authorities  also. 
I   said  further,  which  he  leaves  out,   that   some   learned 
modern  writers,   such   as  Valesius,  Scaliger,  and   Dallseus 
question,    whether   they    were    Christians ;    whilst    Bishop 
Beverege  and   others  maintain   the  common  opinion.     But 
all  agree  that  they  were  not  a  sect  of  Christian  hereticks ; 
however  this  Author  came  to  despise  all  authority,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  in  fixing  that  character  upon    them. 
For  if  they  were  heretics,  they  belonged  to  the  Jews,  and 
not  to  the  Christians. 

In  his  accounts  of  modern  heretics,  which  he  might 
have  spared  in  a  book  of  Ecclesiastical  Antiquities,  he  is 
much  more  injurious  to  the  reader,  as  well  as  to  the  pious 
memory  of  great  numbers  of  many  excellent  men,  and  to 
the  Protestant  cause  in  general,  when  he  puts  the  Albi- 
genses,  the  Hussites  or  Bohemians,  the  Lollards,  the  Wal- 
denses,  and  the  Wicklevites  all  into  his  black  list  of 
heretics ;  ascribing  to  them  such  monstrous  opinions  as 
they  were  certainly  never  guilty  of,  but  only  stood  falsely 
charged  with  them  by  the  implacable  malice  of  their  Romish 
adversaries,  who  treated  them  just  as  the  Arians  did  Athana- 
sius  and  Eustathius  in  former  ages.  It  might  have  become 
a  Protestant  Heresiologist  and  Historian,  either  to  have 
omitted  these  names,  or  at  least  to  have  told  his  readers 

b2 
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what  t'xcf  lloiit  vinilications  and  ajiolog^ios  liavo  been  written 
by  iho  most  Learned  Protestant  Anthors  of  the  two  last 
ag-es,  to  clear  their  character  of  those  black  and  odious  im- 
putations, which  their  adversaries  falsely  and  industriously 
threw  upon  them.  If  he  knew  nothing;-  of  these  vindica- 
tioDS,  he  was  very  ill  qualified  to  act  the  part  of  an  Histo- 
rian in  this  case:  if  he  did  know  them,  he  was  more 
unpardonable  still,  in  concealing-  from  his  readers  what  in 
all  justice,  both  to  them,  and  the  Church,  and  the  memory 
of  the  Saints,  who  were  so  traduced,  he  ought  carefully  to 
have  laid  before  them.  If  he  had  thougflit  fit  to  have  looked 
into  my  Scholastical  History  of  Baptism,  as  carefully  as  he 
has  done  into  the  Origines.  he  mig-ht  there  liave  found  the 
venerable  names  of  some  of  those  worthy  men,  who  have 
done  justice  to  the  protestant  cause,  in  vindicating-  those 
witnesses  of  the  truth  from  the  false  aspersions  that  are  cast 
upon  them.  For  his  and  the  truth's  sake,  I  will  once  more 
transcribe  them,  with  a  little  addition,  and  more  particular 
reference  to  the  books  and  places  containing-  those  vindi- 
cations. 

Crankanthorp.  Defensio  Ecclesiae  Anglicanae  contra  Spa- 
latensem,  cap.  18.  p.  100. 

Usserius  de  Christianarum  Ecclesiarum  Suecessione  et 
Statu,  cap.  10.  quae  est  de  Albigensium  et  aliorum,  qui  Ec- 
clesiaj  pontificia>  adversati  sunt,  historia. 

Albertinusdo  Eueharistia,Lib.  iii.  p.U7G.  ubi  agit  deW  ick- 
levistis,  Waldensibus,  Lollardis,  Taboritis  sive  Bohemis. 

Sir  Samuel  INIorland.  History  of  the  Evangelical  Churches 
of  the  \'alleys  of  Piedmont,  Lond.  1058.  fol. 

Dr.  Alli.\  History  of  the  Albigenses,  Lond.  1GD2.  4lo.  2 
Vol. 

Joachim  Hesterberg  de  Ecclesia  Waldcnsium.  Argent. 
1668.  -Ito. 

I*anl  Perrin.  History  of  the  Albigeois  and  Vaudois. 
Lond.  1624.   Ito. 
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BalthasarLydius.  Waldensia,  sive  conservatio  Verse  Ec- 
clesise  detnonstrata  ex  confossionibus  Taboritarum  et  Bohe- 
moriim,  2  Vol.  Roterod.  1616,8vo. 

Cave.  Historia  Literaria.  In  eonspeeta  saeculi  Waldensis 
siveDuodeeimi. 

Dr.  Thomas  James's  Apolog-y  for  John  Wickliffe,  shewing 
his  conformity  with  the  now  Church  of  England,  Oxon. 
1608,  4to. 

Dr.  Henry  Maurice'sVindication  of  the  Prim.  Church,  p.  374, 

Ratio.  Disciplinaj  Fratrum  Bohemorum.  Hag-ae.  1660. 

Hen.  Wharton  Appendix  ad  Cave  Hist.  Literar.  p.  50.  in 
vita  Joan.  Wicklef.  p.  50.  •  -  '  -    ' 

The  Life  of  Wickliffe,  by  a  late  Author.  Lond.  8v6. 

Comenii  Historia  persecutionum  Ecclesiae  Bohemicai.  Lug. 
Bat.  1647.  8vo. 

It.  Historia  Ecclesiae  Slavonic.  &c. 

Anton.  Leger.  Histoire  Vaudois  des  Eglises  des  Vallees 
de  Piedmont,  Lug.  Bat.  166!J.  fol. 

Waldensium  Confessio  contra  claudicantes  Hussitas. 
Basil.  1566.  8vo.  See  also  in  the  Fasciculus  Rerum,  &c. 
Tom.  1. 

Conrad.  Danhauerus.  Ecclesia  Waldensium  Orthodoxiae 
Lutheranae  Testis  et  Socia.  Argent.  1659.  4to. 

Sam.  Maresius.  Disserlatio  Historico-theolog-ica  de  Wal- 
densibus.     Groning.  1660.  4to. 

vEgid.  Stauchius.  Historico-theologica  Disquisitio  de 
Waldensibus.     Witenberg.  1675.  4to. 

Pet.  Wesenbeccius.  De  Waldensibus  et  Principum  Pro- 
testantium  Epistolis  hue  pertinentibus.  1603.  4to. 

Joan  Lasicius.     Verae  Religionis  Apologia.  Spirae.  1582. 

Now  is  it  possible,  among  such  a  number  of  fine  Discourses 
and  elaborate  Pieces  upon  this  subject,  a  person,  who 
writes  the  Account  of  Heresies,  should  never  have  met  with, 
or  heard  of  any  Apologies  that  were  made  in  the  behalf  of 
these  men ;  but  he  must  needs  take  his  accounts  crudely,  as 
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delivered  by  their  professed  enemies  ?     If  the  account  of 
Ranerius,  their  adversary,  but  an  ingenuous  popish  writer, 
be  taken,  it  does  them  abundantly   more  justice  tlian  this 
author :  for  though  he  calls  them  a  sect,  yet  he  says,  it  was 
an  ancient  sect :  for  some  said  it  had  continued  from  the 
time  of  Pope  Sylvester ;  and  others,  from  the  time  of  the 
Apostles:  and  whereas  all  other  sects  were  accompanied 
with  horrible  blasphemies  against  God,  which  would  make 
a  man  tremble  ;  this  of  the  Leonists  had  a  great  shew  of 
piety.     They  lived  uprightly  before  men,  and  believed  all 
things  aright  of  God,  and  all  the  Articles  contained  in  the 
Creed  :  only  they  blasphemed  and  hated  the  Church  of  Rome, 
Were    these  the  Waldenses,  "  That  rejected  episcopacy, 
and  the  Apostles'  creed,  and  all  holy  orders,  and  the  power 
of  the  magistrate,  and  approved  of  adulterous  embraces, 
and  practised  promiscuous  copulation,"  as  our  author  repre- 
sents them,  styling  them, by  way  of  contempt,  "  the  religion- 
mongers,  and  pious  reformers   of  the  Twelfth  Century  V 
If  our  author  were  put  to  apologise  for  himself,  he  would 
lay  all  the  blame  upon  Alexander  Rosse  :     For  he  is  his 
learned  author  from  whom  he  transcribed.     And  Alexander 
tells  us  ingenuously,  he  had  his  accounts  from  Baronius, 
Gcnebrard,  Sanders,  Gualterus,  Bellarmin,  Viegas,  Flori- 
mundus  Raimundus,  Prateolus,  Gregory  de  Valentia,  and 
such  other  writers,  who  were  noted  Papists,  and  inveterate 
enemies  of  the  Waldensian  and  Protestant  Religion.     And 
should  an  author,  who  writes  about  heresies,  have  given  his 
accounts,  designed  for  the  use  of  protestant  readers,  out  of 
Kuch   authors,  when   he  might  have  had  recourse  to  one  or 
more  of  such  a  number  of  excellent  protestant  writers,  who 
have  cleared  up  the  character  of  the  Waldenses,  and  vindica- 
ted their  memory  out  of  their  own  writings  and  Confessions 
of  Faith,  which  are  the  most  certain  evidences  of  their  reli- 
gions ?     It  in  amazing  to   think   how  any  ingenuous  writer, 
v*ho  pretends  to  the  least  knowledge  of  books  and  leurnnig, 
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should  ffive  such  a  black  character  of  those  excellent  confes- 
SOTS  and  witnesses  of  the  truth,  without  suggesting  the 
least  tittle  of  what  so  many  learned  men  have  said,  or  what 
may  be  said,  in  their  vindication.  I  will  not  suspect  our  au- 
thor of  any  sinister  designs  of  advancing  popery,  but  I  will 
be  bold  to  say,  he  could  hardly  have  taken  a  more  effectual 
way,  had  he  designed  to  do  it,  than  by  instilling  into  the 
minds  of  those,  who  can  look  no  further  than  his  accounts, 
such  an  odious  character  of  those  men,  of  whom  so  many 
thousands  laid  down  their  lives  for  the  cause  of  true  religion 
in  those  very  points  wherein  Protestants  stand  distinguished 
from  Papists  at  this  day.  1  had  once  an  occasion  to  make 
this  same  reflexion  in  a  former  book*  on  another  writer, 
who  is  much  superior  to  our  author  in  learning  and  ingenui- 
ty :  and  I  never  heard  that  he  took  it  unkindly  at  my  hands  for 
so  doing  :  for  an  historian's  business  is  only  to  find  out  truth 
as  well  as  he  can,  aud  then  deliver  it  to  others  fairly  with- 
out disguise,  or  any  false  colours  put  upon  it.  And  therefore 
1  hope  our  author  will  take  occasion  to  amend  this  grand 
error,  whenever  he  has  opportunity  to  write  any  thing  further 
upon  this  subject.  His  time  w  ould  be  much  better  employed 
in  reading  and  considering  the  books  of  some  of  those  ex- 
cellent writers  I  have  referred  him  to,  than  in  collecting  an 
heap  of  rubbish  from  Alexander  Rosse  or  any  other  such  in- 
judicious writers. 

3.  But  there  is  one  thing  more  I  must  put  this  author  and 
his  readers  in  mind  of:  that  whilst  he  bears  so  hard  upon 
the  poor  Waldenses,  and  Albigenses,  and  Wicklevists,  and 
Hussites,  and  Lollards,  he  has  not  one  sellable  in  all  his 
Index  of  the  grand  errors  of  the  Romanists  or  Papists,  under 
any  title  or  denomination  whatsoever.  He  cannot  pretend 
they  fell  not  directly  in  his  way :  for  he  treats  of  Mo- 
dern Sects  and  Heterodoxies  as   well  as  Ancient.     Neither 


*  Scholiast   Hist,  of  Baptism,  part.  i.  chap.  i.  p.  97. 
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did  he  want  liis  jjcuidc  here  ;  for  Alexander  Rosse  has  a 
whole  section  of  fifty  pages  in  his  book  upon  the  subject. 
Or  if  he  had  said  nothing-  upon  it,  yet  it  mio;-ht  have  become 
n  new  Heresiolog-ist  to  have  taken  notice  of  the  errors  of 
the  Romanists  upon  some  title  or  other.  Their  errors  are  as 
considerable  and  dangerous,  as  those  of  most  other  modern 
sects ;  why  then  have  tliey  no  place  in  tiic  Index  ?  Is  transub- 
slantiation  no  error  ?  Is  idolatry  in  its  various  species  of  wor- 
shipping- saints, angels,  images,  relics,  the  host,  and  the  cross, 
no  crime  ?  Is  not  the  Hildebrandine  heresy,  as  our  writers 
style  it,  that  is,  the  doctrine  of  deposing  kings,  an  error 
worth  mentioning  '  Nor  the  pope's  pretence  to  infallibi- 
lity and  universal  power  over  the  Church,  worthy  of  a  pro- 
testant's  censure  ?  Is  it  no  crime  to  exempt  the  clergy  from 
the  power  of  the  civil  magistrate  ;  nor  any  w  rong  done  them 
to  impose  celibacy  upon  them  ?  Have  the  people  no  injury 
done  them  in  keepingthe  Scriptures  locked  upin  an  unknown 
tongue  ?  Or  being  obliged  to  have  divine  service  in  a  lan- 
guage they  do  not  understand  ?  Or  in  being  deprived  sa- 
crilegiously of  one  half  of  the  communion  ?  Or  in  having 
the  absolute  necessity  of  auricular  confession  imposed  upon 
them  ?  Is  there  no  harm  in  the  use  of  Interdicts  and  Indul- 
gences ?  Are  private  and  solitary  masses,  and  the  doctrine 
of  purgatory,  with  many  other  errors,  such  innocent  things, 
that  it  was  not  worth  an  historian's  while  to  give  his  readers 
any  notice  of  them,  or  caution  against  them  ?  Our  author 
knows,  I  have  fairly  combated  most  of  these  things,  and 
shewn  them  to  be  novelties  and  great  corruptions,  in 
the  several  parts  of  my  Origines,  as  I  had  occasion 
to  meet  with  them.  Therefore  the  least  he  could  have 
done,  had  been  to  refer  his  readers  to  those  parts  of 
his  own  Epitome,  or  my  Origines,  where  these  things  are 
treated,  if  he  was  not  minded  to  give  them  in  one  view  in 
his  own  collections. 

But  he  IK  as  favourable    to  the    Anli-episcopal   men,    or 
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Presbyterians,  as  he  is  to  the  Papists.  For  he  gives  them 
no  place  in  his  catalogue  neither.  I  suppose  he  was  in 
haste  for  the  press,  and  considered  not  that  lie  had  made 
such  an  omission.  But  he  should  now  consider,  that  he 
who  falsely  objects  it  to  the  Waldenses,  that  they  rejected 
episcopacy,  which  they  always  carefully  mainfained,  should 
not  have  passed  over  in  silence  those  men.  who  oppose  epis- 
copacy, when  he  might  with  justice  and  truth  have  charged 
them  with  it  as  their  proper  heterodoxy,  from  which  their 
denomination  of  Anti-episcopal,  or  Presbyterian,  is  taken, 
But  this  is  not  all  the  defect  of  his  Index. 

If  this  author  would  have  gnven  a  Perfect  Catalogue  of 
All  the  Original  Heresies  from  the  first  Ages  of  Christianity, 
together  with  the  more  remarkable  Heterodoxies,  which 
appeared  in  these  later  times,  he  should  have  inserted 
many  other  names,  both  ancient  and  modern,  which  are 
now  omitted,  in  his  catalogue.  In  the  first  century;  the 
Thebulians,  Cleobians,  Dositheans,  Gorthaeans,  Merinthians : 
not  to  mention  Demas,  Hermogenes,  Hymenseus  and  Phi- 
letus,  Alexander  the  coppersmith,  Diotrephes,  and  the  doc- 
trine of  Jesabel,  which  are  noted  in  Scripture.  In  the 
second  century,  Bassus,  a  new  disciple  of  Valentinus.  In 
the  third  century,  the  Discalc«ati,  Apocaritai,  Dicartitae, 
and  Solitarii,  which  were  new  branches  of  the  Manichees. 
In  the  fourth  century,  the  Minaei,  Adelphians,  Psathyrians 
and  Lucianists,  two  new  branches  of  the  Arians,  Ade- 
lophagi,  Theoponitae,  Triscilidae  or  Triformiani,  Hy- 
drotheitae,  Cyrthiani  and  Pytheciani,  new  sects  of 
Arians,  Gyrovagi,  Homuncionitae,  Ametritae,  Psycho- 
pneumones,  Adecerditae,  Sarabaitae  or  Remboth,  Passio- 
nistsB,  Nyctages,  Theophronians,  Metagenetae,  Sabba- 
tians  or  Protopaschites.  In  the  fifth  century,  the  Vigi- 
lantians  and  Massiiienses.  In  the  sixth  century  the 
Marcianists  or  followers  of  Marcianus  Trapezita,  the  Tetra- 
ditae,  and  Sevcrians,  with  the   several  branches  that  sprung 
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from  them,  the  Contobabdit:c,  Paulians,  Theodosians,  Da- 
raianists,  Petrites,  Cononites,  Corrupticolai ;  tog-ether  with 
the  Errors  of  Peter  Mog"{^us  and  Peter  Gnapheus  or  Fullo, 
Avhich  made  a  great  noise  in  the  history  of  tliis  ag-e  ;  as 
did  also  the  practices  of  Zeno  with  his  Ilenoticon,  and 
Anastatius  ng-ainst  the  Council  of  Chalcedon.  In  the 
seventh  century,  Joannes Philoponus  and  Ethicoproscropta;. 
The  eighth  century  was  famous  for  the  disputes  between 
the  Iconoclasts  and  the  Iconolatra^,  Imag-e-worshippers 
and  Image-breakers  :  and  the  Errors  of  the  Second  Council 
of  Nice  might  have  been  set  forth  in  a  much  more  advan- 
tageous view,  had  our  author  been  pleased  to  have  ac- 
quainted his  reader  with  the  brave  opposition  that  was 
made  against  it  by  the  Council  of  Francford  and  other 
Councils  and  Writers  of  that  and  the  following  ages,  in  his 
History  of  the  General  Councils.  The  ninth  and  the  tenth 
ages,  Prateolus  is  pleased  to  say,  was  a  perfect  interreg- 
num of  heretics,  a  cessation  and  rest  of  the  Church  for 
two  hundred  years  and  more  from  all  heretical  infestation. 
Others  more  properly  call  these  the  dark  and  ignorant  ages, 
when  the  enemy  sowed  his  tares,  whilst  men  were  asleep. 
And  Baronius  himself  cannot  forbear  upon  some  accounts 
to  call  them  "  infelicissima  Romance  Ecclesice  iempora  et 
omnium  luctuosisstma,  the  most  unhappy  ayid  deplorable 
times  of  the  Roman  Church,''  when  weak  men  were  in 
danger  of  being  scandalized  by  seeing  the  abomination  of 
desolation  set  in  the  Temple.  If  our  author  had  been  as 
inquisitive  as  it  Ijecame  him,  he  might  have  found  the  great 
Idol  of  Transubstantiation  begun  to  be  formed  in  the  errors 
of  Paschasius  Rathbertus  in  these  ages,  though  not  fully 
completed  until  some  ages  after  in  the  Council  of  Lateran  : 
and  the  seeds  of  the  Hildebrandine  heresy  springing  up  in 
llii!  bold  attempts  of  the  popes  of  these  ages  against  tlie 
power  of  princes,  until   it  came  to  its  full  maturity  under 
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Hildebrand  himself,  called  Gregory  VII :    to  mention  no 
more  of  the  popish  errors,  which  our  author  thought  fit 
wholly  to  pass  over.     In   the  twelfth   century  he  might 
have  found  the  errors  of  Durandus  de  Waldach,  and  Petrus 
Abaelardus,   and   Gilbertus  Porretanus,  and  the  Coterelli, 
and  the  Populicans,  to  have  added  to  his  Index.     But  above 
all,   the   thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries  would  have 
furnished  him  with  great  abundance   of  more  remarkable 
errors   to    have   filled   up   his    catalogue    instead    of    the 
Wicklevites    and     Hussites,    and    Waldenses,    and    Albi- 
genses.     For  now  appeared  in  the  thirteenth  century  the 
errors  of  Abbot  Joachim,  and  Petrus  Joannes  de  Oliva,  and 
John  de  Parma,   the  author  of  the  infamous  book,  called, 
Evangelium  Mternv-tn-  ^  The  Everlasting  Gospel,  which  was 
to  supersede  and  set  aside  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  under  pre- 
tence of  introducing  the  more  Spiritual  Gospel  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.     Eimericus  has  noted  seven  and  twenty  errors  and 
blasphemies  contained  in  this  book,  which  the  Mendicant 
Friars    in    those   days  highly  magnified.     But  our  author 
needed   not  to  have  gone  so  high  as  Eimericus  for  them : 
for  Bishop  Stillingfleet  gives  an  ample  account  of  them  in 
his  Fanaticism  of  the  Church  of  Rome.     As  he  does  also 
of  the  errors  of  Gerardus  Segarelli,  and  the  Dulcinists,  and 
Herman  of  Ferraria,  and  the  book  called,  The  Flowers  of 
St.  Francis  ;  and  another,  The  Conformities  of  St.  Francis 
and  Christ.     To  which  may  be  added  the  errors  of  Ray- 
mundus  Lullius,  and  David  Dinantius,  and  Bugaurius  de 
Monte  Falcone,  together  with  the  errors  of  Joannes  Guion, 
and  Joannes  de  Mercuria,  and  Nicolas  de  Ultricuria,  and 
Dionysius  Soulechat  a  Franciscan,  and  Joannes  de  Galore, 
and  one  Ludovicus,  and  Guido  an  Austin  hermit,  with  some 
others  that  were  condemned  in  these  ages  by  Guilielmus 
Parisiensis  and  Stephanus  Parisiensis,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  University  of  Paris,  and  are  to  be  found  at  the  end  of 
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some  oditions   of  Peter  Lotuhard,   with   the  errors  of  Peter 
Lotnhard  himself,  under  tliis  title,  Articuli  in  (juibus  Ma^ister 
Sententiarum  communiter  non  tenetur.     Lombard.  Sentcnt. 
Ludg-.  1594.  8vo.     Spondanus  adds  to  these,  the  Condor- 
rnientes,  and   Pastorelli,  and  Guido  de  Lacha,  and  the  Hu- 
miliati,  and  the   Ordo  Apostolorum:    all  which  appeared 
within  the  compass  of  the  thirteenth  century,   besides  the 
famous  disputes  between  the  Guelphs  and  Gibelins,  wliich 
continued  in  the  following-  ajjes.     In   the   fourteenth   cen- 
tury,    there   are  the  errors  of  Arnaldus    INIontanerius,  and 
Arnaldus  de  Villa  Nova,    Bertoldus  de   Roback,  INIartinus 
Gonsalvus    Conchensis,    Nicolaus    Calaber,   Bartholomaous 
Janovesius,  the  Bizochi,  and  Fratres  de  Paupere  Vita,  the 
Pseudapostoli,  Joannes  de  Latone,  Joannes  Hato,   the  Sect 
of  the  Impuri,  Raimundus  de  Terraga,  Amadeus  Lusitanus  ; 
the  Albati,  who  travelled,  with  great  admiration   for  their 
sanctity,  over  all  parts  of  Europe  ;    the  Templars,  whose 
order  was  extinguished  in  the  Council  of  Vienna  ;  the  New 
Sabellians   of  Spain,  who  maintained  upon   the  liypothesis 
of  Transubstantiation,  that  the  Eueliarist  was  both   Father, 
Sun  and  Holy  Ghost ;    the  errors  of  Franciscus  Ceccus,  an 
Italian  astrologer;  the  wild  disputes  between  the  Palamites 
and  Joannes  Cantacuzenus  on   the   one  side,  and  Barlaam 
and  Acyndinus  on  the  other,  concerning  the  light  of  Mount 
Tabor;  the  Revelations  of  St.  Brigit  and  St.  Catharine  fur 
and  against  the  immaculate  conception  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ; 
the  disputes  about  the  same  matter  between  the  Domini- 
cans and  the    Franciscans  ;  and  the  more  fierce  disputes  of 
those  orders  concerning  the  poverty  of  Jesus  Christ ;    of 
which  Bishop  Stillingfleet  gives  an   ample  account  in    his 
Funalaeism  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  the  author   of  the 
Mystery  of  Jesuitism  an  account  no  less  entertaining; :  add 
to  these,  the  errors   of  Pope  John  XXII.    ninety   of  which 
are  laid  ti>  iiis  charge  by  onr  coiinli  viiiiiii  <  niiriclinn'^  ( )ckain, 
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for  which  he  himself  with  his  friends  Joannes  Parisiensis, 
Joannes  de  PoUaco,  Petrus  de  Vineis,  Joannes  de  Janduno, 
and  Marsihus  de  Padua,  with  many  others,  are  charged 
with  heresy,  being-  in  reahty  firm  to  the  defence  of  the  im- 
perial power  ag-ainst  the  papal.  A  Collection  of  whose 
Tracts  may  be  found  together  in  Goldastus  Monarchia  Im- 
perii Romania  seu  de  Jurisdictione  et  Potestate  Imperatoris 
et  Papce,  per  varios  Auctores.     3  Vol.  Hanov.  1612.  fol. 

In  the  fifteenth  century  there  are  the  famous  disputes 
between  the  Councils  of  Constance  and  Basil  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  Council  of  Florence  on  the  other,  concerning 
the  infallibility  and  supremacy  of  the  Pope  above  General 
Councils  ;  the  error  of  the  Council  of  Constance  in  taking 
away  the  cup  from  the  people:  the  error  of  the  Council  of 
Basil  in  determining  for  the  immaculate  conception.  There 
are  also  the  errors  of  Augustinus  de  Roma,  Joannes  Parvi, 
Franciscus  Georgius  Venetus,  Laurentius  Valla,  a  reviver 
of  Sabellianism,  Nicholas  Machiavel,  Matthseus  Palmerius, 
Petrus  de  Aranda,  Fanatici  Suevenses,  Matthias  Tiburtinus, 
a  Franciscan  enthusiast,  Tympanista  Germanus,  and  a  sect 
called  Opinionists,not  to  mention  Henricus  Harphius,  whose 
errors,  because  they  are  censured  and  expurged  only  by  the 
order  of  the  Roman  Index,  are  of  a  more  doubtful  nature. 
There  was  also  in  the  beginning  of  this  age,  one  Vincen- 
tius  Ferrerius,  a  Catalonian  preacher,  who  is  now  cried  up 
as  a  great  saint  by  Spondanus  and  Baronius,  and  other 
writers  of  the  Roman  Church:  but  there  was  a  time  when 
he  was  condemned  as  an  heretic  by  Eimericus  the  inquisi- 
tor, for  asserting,  among  other  things,  that  Judas  repented 
unto  salvation.  To  which  may  be  added  the  errors  of  Qua- 
drigarius  and  Munerius,  censured  by  the  Sorbone,  An.  1442, 
and  1470. 

The  sixteenth  century  had  but  a  little  time  before  the 
Reformation  was  begun  by  Zuinglius  and  Luther:    yet  in 
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iiiulor  the  nnmo  of  Sculkonius,  and  in  Recanns,nnd  Marinnn, 
and  Siiarcz,  and  Lcssiiis,  and   jVzurius,  and   Emanuel    Sa, 
and  hundreds  of  others,  some  of   whose  books  together 
with  Baronius  have  been  pubhcly  burnt  at  Paris  and  Madrid 
by  the   hands  of  the  common  hang-man.     To   these   might 
have  been  added  the  new  doctrine  of  the  Jesuits  in  morahty, 
hirg-ely   set  forth   in  the  books  called,  Provincial  Letters, 
and  the  Jesuits'  Morals  ;  chiefly  taken  out  of  Escobar,  Fil- 
liucius,  and  such  other  Writers.      As  also    the   doctrine  of 
probabihty,  taught  by   Caramuel,  which   opens   a   way  to 
licentiousness  ;    for  wliich  lie  stands  condemned  and  brand- 
ed,   even   in  the  Roman  Index,   under  this   title,  Joannis 
Caramuelis  Ayologema  pro   AnI iqaissima  et  Universalis- 
sima  Doctrina  de  Probabilitale,  prorsus  prohihetur.  There 
are  also   no  less  than  forty-five  propositions  of  the  Jesuits' 
Casuistical  Divinity,   whereof  this  doctrine  of  probability  is 
one,  condemned  by  Two   Bulls  of  Alexander  VII.   at  the 
end  of  the  Roman  Index,  which  would  have  appenreil  well 
in  our  author's  collection.       As  also  the  censures  of    the 
parliament  of  Paris  and  tl.e  Sorbone  upon  the  Propositions 
of  Santari'llus,   an.  lt)2G,   wherein  he  asserted  the   Pope's 
deposing  power :    the  censure  of  the  Sorbono  upon  the  Je- 
suits  an.  16G1,   for  asserting,  that  the  Pope  has  the  same 
infallibility  as  Jesus  Christ  in  matters  of  fact,  as   well  as 
right:    and  the   Censure   of  the    Sorbono,  an.  1561,  upon 
another  author  for   asserting,  that   the   pope  has  power  to 
dispose  of  the  dominions  of  heretical  i)riiKes,  and  absolve 
thi'ir  subjects  from  their   oath   of  allegiance    and    fidelity. 
All  which  may  be  found  in  the  book,  called.  The  pernicious 
Consequences  of  the  new  Heresy  of  the  Jesuits.     Richerius 
also  gives  us  the  Censures  oi'  the  Sorbone,  upon  one  Ludo- 
vicus  Coubont   for  asserting,  that   bishops  have  not  their 
authority    immediately    from    Jesus    Christ,   but   from    the 
pope:  and  another  upon  Ludovicus  Cellotius  for  maitilain- 
ing,  that  General  C»juncils  have  their  authority  only  from 
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1'he  Pope:  and  another  upon  Francis  Guillon,  and  a  fourth 
upon  Jacobus  Vernant,  for  the  same  assertions;  besides  the 
censure  of  Sanctarelhis  the  Jesuit,  which  is  also  there  re- 
lated, Richer.  Vindic.  Doctrinae  Scholae.  Paris.  In  another 
Book  of  Richerius,  De  Potestate  Papse  in  Temporalibus,  we 
liavo  the  nrif>sts  of  the  parliament  of  Paris  against  Tanquerel 
and  Cardinal  Perron,  and  Bernardinus  Castorius,  for  pub- 
lishing the  Infamous  Bull  de  Cajna  Domini,  and  against 
Joannes  Castellus,  and  Florentinus  Jacob,  and  Ravaillac, 
who  murdered  Henry  IV.  of  France,  upon  the  deposing 
principles;  as  also  the  arrests  against  Bellarmin,  and  Martin 
Becanus,  and  Sculkenius,  that  is,  Bellarmin  himself  again, 
and  Suarez,  for  their  several  pernicious  Books  upon  the 
same  subject.  An  account  of  which  would  have  been  a 
grace  to  our  Author's  Catalogue  of  Modern  Heterodoxies. 
Further  yet;  if  he  had  looked  into  Bishop  Stillingfleet's 
Book  of  the  divisions  of  the  Roman  Clergy,  he  might  there 
have  found,  besides  the  schisms  of  the  popes  in  former 
ages,  and  their  contentions  with  the  emperors  for  temporal 
power,  and  the  feuds  of  the  monastic  orders,  one  with  an- 
other, a  particular  account  of  the  Jesuits'  opposition  to 
episcopal  power  and  jurisdiction,  in  the  books  of  Nicholas 
Smith  and  Thomas  a  Jesu ;  which  books  were  censured 
first  by  the  Archbishop  of  Paris,  then  by  the  Sorbone,  and 
^t  last  by  the  Bishops  of  France  in  an  assembly  of  them  at 
Paris.  To  these  he  might  have  added  the  books,  which  the 
Jesuits  published  under  the  feigned  names  of  Hermannus 
Loemelius,  and  Edmundus  Ursulanus,  and  the  Jesuits' 
Censure  of  the  Apostolical  Creed,  to  ridicule  the  censures 
of  Paris :  and  liovv  these  again  were  answered  by  Ilallier, 
and  le  Maistre,  and  Petrus  Aurelius ;  who  shewed  that  these 
doctrines  were  maintained  by  the  Jesuits  ;  "  That  the  epis- 
copal order  was  not  necessary  to  the  being  of  a  particular 
Church;  that  episcopacy  was  not  by  Divine  Right;  that 
VOL.   VII.  c 
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confirmation   mig-ht   be  given    without  bishops;    that    the 
monastical  order  was  more  perfect  tlian  the  episcopal ;  and 
that  reg-ulars  were  exempt  from  the  jurisdiction  of  bishops. 
And  all  that  was  done  at  Rome  against  these  doctrines, 
was  only  to  suppress  the  books  on  both   sides ;    which  the 
Parisian  Doctors  highly  complained  of,  that  such  scandalous 
and  seditious  books  as  tliose  of  the  Jesuits,  should   meet 
with  the  same  favour  at  Rome,  as  the  censure  of  the  Bishops 
of  France  ;  that  their  profane  and  atheistical  censure  of  the 
Apostles'  Creed,  must  have  no  mark  of  disgrace  put  upon 
it,  nor  such  sayings  of  theirs,  wherein  they  call  the  bisliops 
and  divines  of  France  by  most  contumelious  names,  and 
say,  they  are  the  enemies  of  truth  and  piety.''    If  our  author 
had  looked  a  little  further  into  Bishop  Stillingfleet,  he  might 
have  found  how  barbarously  they  used  Don  Arnando  Guer- 
rero,  Bishop   of   the   Philippine   Islands,  because  he  con- 
demned them  in  a  Synod  for  acting  independent  of  his 
jurisdiction:  and  the  like  usage  of  the  Bishop  of  Angelo- 
polis  in  America,  for  the  very  same  reason :    and  w  hat  hor- 
rible things  are  contained  in  their  catechisms  which  they 
gave  to  their  new  converts  in  China,  which  the  congregation 
de   Propaganda    Fide  condemned  in  Seventeen  Decrees  at 
Rome,  An.  1045.     The  short  of  their  instructions  was  this  : 
*'  To  speak  little   of  Christ   crucified,  but  to  conceal  that 
small  and  inconsiderable  circumstance  of  the  Christian  doc- 
trine as  nuich  as  may  be;  to  use  all  the  same  customs  that 
idolaters  did,  oidy  directing  all  their  worship   to  Christ  and 
the  saints;  not  to  trouble  themselves  about  fasting,  penance, 
confession,  and  participation  of  the  Eucharist,  or  the  seve- 
rity of  repentance  and   mortilication."     Are   not   these  as 
|>erniciouH  errors  as  any  that   have  appeareil  in  these  later 
ages,  and  were  they  not  fit  to  be  mentioned  in  an  Account 
of  Modern  Heterodoxies  'i  Alphonsus  de  Vargas,  a  Spaniard, 
iias  four  books   under  these  titles  ajrainst  them  :    Relafio 
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ad  Principes  Christianos  de  Stratagematis  et  Sophismis 
Politicis  Societafis  Jesii  ad  Monarchiam  Orbis  terrarum 

sibi  conjiciendam.     Sedis  Apostolicce  Censura  ad- 

versus  novam,  falsam,   impiam    et  hcereticam   Societatis 

Jesii  docirinam  nuper  in  Hispania  publicata.     Je- 

suitarum  Fidei  Symboliim  velut  Canticum  novum.    

Actio  Hceresis  in  Societatem  Jesu. 

But  our  author  has  passed  over  many  other  Modern  Heter- 
doxies  worthy  of  a  reader's  information :  such  as  the  errors 
of  Dr.  John  Dee  and  Kelley  concerning  conversation  with 
angels,  published  by  Meric  Casaubon.  Lond.  1659.  The 
errors  of  Thomas  Monetarius  and  Christophorus  Schaplerus  : 
The  Nieodemitse,  written  against  by  Calvin  :  Nicholas  Dra- 
bitius  a  German  Enthusiast :  James  Brocard  an  Apolyptical 
Prophet  censured  in  the  Protestant  Synod  of  Rochelle,  1581  : 
Paul  Grebner  a  Swedish  Prophet :  Joannes Franciscus  Borri: 
Bernardinus  Ochin,  Theophilus  AletheuS,  and  the  book  called, 
PolygamiaTriumphatrix,  John  Milton,  Cornelius  Vythagius, 
and  other  defenders  of  Polygamy  and  divorces  :  Paionism, 
censured  by  Spanheim  in  his  Elenchus :  the  errors  of  Gu- 
lielmus  Postellus,  Pere  Simon,  the  Suenckfeldians,  Vincen- 
tius  Viviani  an  Italian  Fatalist,  Conradus  Vorstius,  and  the 
Weigelians  and  Paracelsians,  called  the  new  prophets  of 
Germany,  an  account  of  whose  blasphemies  may  be  found  in 
Wendelin's  Epistle  Dedicatory  to  his  Theology,  and  in 
Hoornbeck,  Thumius,  and^Beckraan,  who  have  written 
particular  Books  against  them. 

To  these  might  have  been  added  very  properly  an  Ac- 
count of  our  late  new  Prophets  in  England,  who  made  such  a 
stir  not  many  years  ago  ;  and  the  Ma-"onites  a  little  before 
them ;  together  with  the  Rationalists,  Latitudinarians,  Free- 
thinkers ;  and  Unionists,  who  pretend  that  the  doctrines  of 
Papists  and  Protestants  rightly  represented  are  in  a  manner 
all  one ;  such  were  Father  Davenport,  otherwise  called  Sancta 
Clara,  and  Mr.  de  Meaux  Bishop   of  Condome,  and  such 
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uther  reconcilers  and  expositors  of  the  laith,  Tlie  errors 
also  of  Toland  and  Asgil,  and  the  Book  called,  The  Rights 
of  the  Christian  Church,  might  justly  enough  have  found  a 
place  in  our  Author's  Index.  So  mig-ht  also  several  Sects 
of  Fanatics  in  the  late  confusions  between  1G40  and  1G60. 
The  Vanists  or  disciples  of  Sir  Henry  Vane;  the  New  Bc- 
menists,  headed  l)v  Dr.  Pordag-e  :  the  followers  of  Dr.  Cell, 
Parker,  and  Gibbon  ;  Lewis  du  Moulin,  the  Levellers,  and 
many  others,  who  are  described  in  Edward's  Gangracna,  and 
Reliquiaj  Baxteriana^,  and  other  the  like  accounts  of  those 
times. 

Our  author  perhaps  will  now  beg-in  to  think  himself  a  lit- 
tle short  and  deficient  in  his  short  Account  of  All  the  Prin- 
cipal Heresies  since  the  rise  of  Christianity  :  there  being-  so 
many  both  ancient  and  modern,  of  which  ho  has  g-iven  no 
account,  nor  so  much  as  named  or  mentioned.  If  he  says, 
it  was  needless  ;  I  say  so  too,  with  respect  to  the  work  he 
was  about :  but  when  he  had  undertaken  it,  he  should  have 
made  g-ood  his  pretence,  and  taken  care  that  the  book  should 
have  answered  his  title.  But  perhaps  this  could  not  have 
been  done  without  writing-  a  larg-e  volume  upon  the  subject 
Then  he  should  have  let  it  all  alone,  and  his  Epitome  would 
have  been  both  the  cheaper  and  the  better  for  it.  His  Indi- 
gent Readers  might  have  known  what  Ancient  Heresies 
were  from  St  Auslin  do  HaMCsibus  more  authentically,  and 
also  at  an  easier  rate  :  for  it  is  but  a  sixpenny  book  printed 
by  itself  at  Oxford  :  and  for  Modern  Sects,  they  are  nothing* 
to  the  purpose  of  anticjuity ;  and  therefore  might  have  been 
omitted  upon  this  ocoasion. 

As  to  his  History  of  the  Eight  first  General  Councils, 
wliich  ruuK  to  a  great  length,  1  think  that  as  needless  as  the 
other.  For  the  late  Worthy  .Author  of  the  Clerg-y-Man's 
Vado  Mccurn,  in  his  Second  Volume  has  given  all  such  rea- 
ders a  perfect  account  of  the  Cantms  both  of  the  I'niversal 
Code,  and  the  lioman  Code,  with  the  African  Code,  down  to 
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the  year  7S7.  Which  I  dare  say  is  in  the  hands  of  most 
Poor  Clergymen,  before  our  author  in  his  great  compassion 
thought  fit  to  take  pity  on  them.  If  he  would  have  done 
any  thing  to  the  purpose,  it  should  not  have  been  actum 
agere,  but  to  have  given  them  a  short  account  of  those 
Latin  Councils,  which  the  foresaid  author  does  not  concern 
himself  with,  but  are  frequently  used  in  my  Origines.  For 
which  reason  I  have  given  an  Alphabetical  Chronological 
Index  of  them,  being  about  an  hundred  and  twenty  in  all, 
together  with  the  Number  of  Canons  contained  in  them : 
which  is  enough  to  answer  the  end  of  my  undertaking. 

I  have  supplied  the  whole  also  with  a  general  Index  of 
matter,  referring  distinctly  to  every  particular  volume,  book, 
chapter,  section  and  page  throughout  the  whole  :  and  ad- 
ded a  catalogue  of  such  authors  as  I  have  made  use  of  in 
compiling  the  work  from  first  to  last.  I  had  also  some 
thouijhts  of  ad'ding-  another  index  of  such  authors  as  I  have 
had  no  opportunity  to  see  or  use,  which  yet  may  be  of  great 
use  to  those,  who  are  minded  to  improve  this  study  of  Church- 
antiquities  further:  but  because  this  gentleman  calls  me  to 
a  repetition  of  my  labours,  and  obliges  me  to  be  my  own 
epitoraizer, 

"  Donatum  Rude  reposcit, 
Atque  iterura  antiquo  tentat  me  includere  ludo." 

I  will  reserve  this  for  a  more  proper  occasion  :  wishing  the 
reader  in  the  mean  time  as  much  pleasure,  satisfaction,  and 
advantage  in  reading  without  labour,  as  I  have  had  with  a 
mixture  of  great  labour  in  compiling  and  digesting,  these 
collections. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

For  the  further  improvement  of  Ecclesiastical  Antiquity, 
if  any  vigorous  young  men,  of  learning,  application  and  good 
judgment,  are  minded  to  employ  themselves  that  way,  these 
following-  works  may  be  proper  to  be  undertaken  by  such  as 
have  opportunity  of  books  and  leisure,  especially  in  the 
Universities. 
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1.  A  supplement  to  ray  Origines,  in  a  book  of  Miscel- 
laneous Rites:  which,  if  God  should  be  pleased  to  give  me 
better  health,  I  should  be  g-lad  to  pursue  myself,  though  1 
think  it  now  the  least  part  of  what  is  wanting. 

2.  A  Catholic  Comment  upon  the  Scriptures,  which  is  al- 
ready begun,  and  carried  on  by  a  learned  and  diligent  writer, 

3.  A  Body  of  Catholic  Divinity  in  the  words' of  the  ancient 
writers;  such  as  the  Theologica  Dogmata  of  Petavius  the 
Jesuist,  and  Thomasin  the  Oratorian  among  the  Romanists. 

4.  A  body  of  Practical  or  Moral  and  Casuistical  Divinity  : 
of  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  do  a  little,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  great  crimes  against  the  Ten  Commandments,  which 
fell  under  the  discipline  of  the  Church.  But  a  complete 
work  in  this  kind,  extending  to  all  virtues  and  vices,  and 
practical  cases  of  all  sorts^  would  be  much  more  diifusive, 
and  of  excellent  use  for  direction  of  preachers  and  Casuists 
upon  all  moral  questions. 

5.  An  Authentic  Edition  of  the  Canons  of  the  Councils, 
greek  and  latin,  in  their  originals.  For  translations  and 
epitomes  though  they  are  of  some  use  to  the  unlearned,  are 
not  satisfactory  to  men  of  true  learning-  and  judgment,  who 
will  always  have  recourse  to  originals.     Dr.  Allix  once  un- 

*  dertook  this  work,  and  had  very  particular  favour  shewn 
him  by  the  Parliament  in  granting  liim  foreign  paper  with- 
out duty,  as  I  have  been  informeil,  and  yet  the  tlesign  by 
some  means  or  other  proved  abortive.  The  Acts  of  the 
Councils, which  are  did'ercnt  from  the  Canons,  are  much  too 
loniT  to  be  inserted  in  such  an  edition:  but  the  Canons 
themselves  may  be  comprised,  in  the  original  greek  and 
latin,  iti  two  moderate  volumes  in  quarto.  Which  would 
be  exceeding  useful  to  scholars  of  a  moderate  fortune,  to 
have  the  valuable  part  of  the  voluminous  tomes  of  the 
Councils,  twenty  or  thirty  in  number,  brought  to  their  hand 
in  an  authentie  manner, and  at  a  very  ensy  rate:  whereas  now 
8uch  editions  of  the  Councils  as  Labbe's,  are  scarcely  to  be 
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found  throughout  a  whole  diocese,  except  in  the  cathedral 
libraries  or  some  colleg"iate  Church,  where  few,  that  have 
inclination,  can  have  access  to  without  both  labour  and 
expense,  except  such  as  are  placed  conveniently  in  the 
next  neighbourhood,  as  it  pleased  Providence  to  place  me  ; 
without  which  happiness  I  had  never  had  ability  to  have 
gone  through  any  part  of  the  work,  which  now,  by  the  bles- 
sing- of  God,  I  have  lived  to  finish. 

6.  The  History  of  the  Persecutions  and  Sufferings  of  the 
Primitive  Martyrs,  extracted  out  of  their  authentic  Acts,  and 
approved  Historians,  without  the  spurious  additions  of  nau- 

janeous  Legendary-writers,  ami  the  uncertain  Martyrolo- 
gists  of  later  ages.  I  once  made  some  attempt  toward  this 
myself,  and  read  many  parts  of  it  for  a  year  or  two,  as 
useful  afternoon  exhortations  to  zeal  and  constancy  in  reli- 
gion, in  my  Parish-church.  But  other  employments  made 
me  lay  it  aside,  and  leave  it  imperfect,  Mr.  Ruinart's  Acta 
Martyrum  sincera,  and  Pagi's  Critic  upon  Baronius,  will  be 
of  particular  use  to  any  one,  who  is  minded  to  set  about  such 
a  work  afresh,  and  bring  it  to  perfection.  So  will  also  the 
Book  of  Meisner,  Kortliolt  and  Gallonius,  which  Dr.  Cave 
(in  his  Prolegomena,  p.  27.  Vol.  1.  Hist.  Liter.)  recom- 
mends to  men's  use  upon  this  subject.  Mr.  Dodwell's  12th 
Dissertation  upon  St.  Cyprian,  is  an  excellent  discourse  to 
set  forth  the  causes  of  the  courage  of  the  primitive  martyrs: 
but  the  11th  Dissertation  de  Paucitate  Martyrum,  serves  for 
no  other  end,  but  only  to  shew  what  a  great  man  can  say 
upon  a  bad  cause,  and  argue  plausibly  upon  a  very  slender 
and  false  foundation,  which  the  undertaker  of  this  work  is 
to  beware  of,  and  consider  well  what  Ruinart  has  said 
against  it. 

7.  The  History  of  Heresies,  Heterodoxies,  and  Schisms  ; 
which,  after  all  the  attempts  that  have  been  made  upon  it, 
has  never  been  done  to  any  tolerable  satisfaction  or  perfec- 
tion.    Dr.  Cave  tells  his  reader  the  names  of  the  common 
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Antliois  that  have  written  upon  it :  hut  he  concludes  after  uU, 
in  these  remarkable  words:  "  His  tamen alii sque plurimis, 
qui  addi  jjofcrant,  non  ohstantibns,  opus  accurahun  ih  lie- 
reticis,  yrcecipue  antiquis,  deque  eorurn  ortu,  progressu, 
ajjinitate,  dogmatibus,  duratione,  merito  adhuc  inter  desi^ 
derata  habendum  est."  And  I  believe  the  remarks  1  have 
now  made  upon  one  of  the  last  Authors  of  this  kind,  is  a 
pretty  g^ood  eviilence  of  the  truth  of  his  observation.  1 
could  say  a  great  deal  more  upon  this  subject,  l)nt  what  1 
have  already  hinted  is  sufficient  to  a  wise  undertaker. 

8.  And  lastly,  a  Supplement  to  those  two  great  and  in- 
incomparable  writers,  Dr.  Cave  and  Du  Pin,  who  have  given 
the  world  such  an  excellent  account  of  ecclesiastical  wri- 
ters. Nothing  hardly  can  be  so  perfectly  done  in  this  kind, 
but  that  still  considerable  additions  may  be  made  to  it.  The 
world  has  expected  for  some  time  a  third  volume  of  Dr. 
Cave's,  and  that  perhaps  might  supersede  all  other  men's 
labours:  but  till  that  appears,  I  can  be  bold  to  say,  there 
are  many  authors  lie  hid  from  ordinary  view :  and  that  is 
enough  to  hint  this  as  a  subject  capable  of  further  improve- 
ment :  but  there  would  be  another  use  also  in  it,  to  bring  to 
light  the  knowledge  of  several  historians  and  other  writers, 
whose  testimony  would  give  confirmation  to  the  protestant 
cause  against  the  corruptions  of  the  Romish  Church  in 
later  ages. 

And  now  that  I  have  mentioned  this,  I  will  add  two  or 
three  tilings  more,  that  w  ould  be  of  great  advantage  to  the 
(Church,  if  they  were  done  by  persons  of  care  atul  jutlgment 
though  they  have  no  relation  to  anti(juity. 

1.  An  Account  of  the  Roman,  Indexes  of  prohibited  and 
expurged  books,  shewing  the  reasons,  for  which  the  inqui- 
sitors so  carefully  prohibit  or  expurgc  them.  I  am  sure  by 
this  means  a  good  collection  or  catalogue  of  witnesses  for 
the  truth  against   the   manifest  corruptions  ctf  the   Roinish 
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Church  might  be  extracted  out  of  the  confessions  of  her 
own  writers. 

2.  A  New  Work  of  short  marginal  annotations  on  the   ? 
Bible,  explaining  only  the  most  obvious  difficulties,  that  seena  j 
to  puzzle  ordinary  readers.     The  learned  have  annotations 
abundantly  enough  to  serve  their  turn :  but  there  seems  still 
to  be  something  wanting  of  this  kind,  for  ordinary  readers. 

I  have  sometimes  put  learned  friends  upon  this  w^ork,  who 
perhaps  were  otherwise  usefully  employed:  and  if  I  myself 
had  not  had  the  same  plea,  I  would  have  attempted  some- 
thing of  this  nature  for  the  benefit  of  inferior  people,  who 
are  allowed  to  read  the  Scriptures,  and  yet  many  times  want 
proper  helps  to  understand  them:  which  would  be  remedied 
very  often,  either  by  giving  a  little  turn  and  light  to  the  tran- 
slation, or  explaining  some  obscure  phrase,  or  some  ancient 
custom,  upon  which  the  understanding  of  the  text  many 
times  depends,  with  other  such  ways  of  accommodating 
the  Scripture  to  the  capacities  of  the  vulgar. 

3.  Till  this  were  effected,  a  short  exposition  of  those 
chapters  only,  which  are  read  as  proper  Lessons  out  of  the 
Old  Testament,  might  be  a  proper  help  to  vulgar  capacities 
and  ordinary  readers,  to  employ  their  meditations  upon  those 
parts  of  Scripture,  which  the  Church  has  chosen  for 
their  edification  and  instruction,  and  seem  most  to  want 
some  light  and  guide,  to  make  them  answer  that  end 
to  them.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  have  seen  such  a  work  of 
Bishop  Cooper's  in  former  times  :  but  be  it  his  or  any  others, 
I  believe  a  thing  of  this  kind  judiciously  done,  would  gene- 
rally be  allowed  to  be  an  useful  work,  for  the  epd  it  is  pro- 
posed and  intended.  We  abound  indeed  with  posthils,  or 
expositions  on  the  epistles  and  gospels,  and  large  annota- 
tions on  the  Old  and  New  Testament:  but  these  short  expo- 
sitions I  have  mentioned  are  much  more  needed ,  and  that  is 
enough  to  recommend  the  work  to  a  pious  undertaker. 

The  great  objection  against  all  these  things  is,  that  each 
of  them  is  too  great  an  undertaking  for  any  single  man.     I 
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remember  to  have  lieard  ol"  the  same  objection  made  by  some 
against  me  and  my  Orig-ines  upon  pubhshing  the  first  vo- 
lume of  them.  I  bless  God,  I  have  Hvcd  to  confute  the  ob- 
jection, and  give  the  world  a  proof  that  groat  and  hiborious 
works  are  not  always  so  frightful  as  sometimes  they  are 
imagined.  I  have  given  a  little  specimen  of  what  the  indus- 
try of  a  single  person  may  do,  in  whom  there  is  neither  the 
greatest  capacity,  nor  the  strongest  constitution.  And 
having  made  the  experiment  myself,  I  can  with  more  decen- 
cy and  freedom  recommend  those  things  to  others,  who  are 
qualified  to  undertake  them.  But  in  saying  this,  I  would 
not  encourage  every  bold  empiric  in  divinity  or  history,  to 
set  about  such  works,  which  they  are  not  any  ways  qualified 
for,  either  for  want  of  knowledge  or  want  of  judgment.  To 
all  such  the  poets  direction  is  much  more  proper: 
"  Sumitc  materiam  vestris,  qui  scribitis,  eequam 

Viribus,  et  vcrsate  diu  quid  ferre  recusent. 

Quid  valeant  humeri."  ' 

The  want  of  observing-  which  rule  does  abundantly  more 
harm  than  good.  For  such  men's  writings  only  serve  to 
confound  learning,  and  leave  things  in  a  much  worse  state 
than  they  found  them.  The  world  has  daily  experiment  of 
this,  to  the  prejudice  both  of  good  literature  and  religion. 
Therefore  what  I  have  said  l)y  way  of  encouragement  is  not 
to  these,  but  to  the  truly  judicious,  the  inquisitive,  the  mo- 
dest, and  the  learned,  who  want  nothing  but  courage  pro- 
portionable to  their  understanding,  to  make  thom  become 
great  instruments  of  God's  Glory  in  doing  useful  things  for  the 
service  of  his  Church.  This  Church  has  never  wanted  such 
brave  spirits,  and  I  hope  never  will,  to  set  forth  truth  with 
all  the  advantages  of  learning,  and  confountl  the  op[)osition 
that  is  made  to  it  by  all  the  enemies  of  reliirion,  whether 
they  be  the  more  professed  attackers,  or  the  secret  under- 
miners  of  its  foundation.  The  Blessing  of  God  be  upon  all 
those,  who  have  ability  and  will  to  undertake  great  and  use- 
ful works  for  the  promotion  of  piety  and  religion,  and  to 
stand  in  the  gap  against  all  the  (Miemies  of  truth. 
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VOL.  vn.  d 


CONTENTS. 

Divorce. — 2.  Others  took  it  to  imply  Spiritual  Fornication,  that  is,  Ido- 
latry and  Apostacy  from  God,  and  othi-r  f.'riines  of  the  like  Nature. — 3. 
This  latter  Opinion  from  the  Time  of  Constantine  much  countenanced  by 
the  Laws  of  the  State.  First,  by  Constantine  himself.— 4.  Then  by 
Honorius. — 3.  And  Theodosius  Junior. — G.  And  Valentinian  III. — 7. 
And  Anastasius. — S.  And  Justinian. 


BOOK  XXIII. 

OF  FUNERAL  RITES,    OR    THE    CUSTOM    AND  MANNER  OF  BURY 
ING    THE    DEAD,    OBSERVED    IN    THE    ANCIENT    CHURCH. 


CHAP.  I. 

Of  Cemeteries,  or   Burying  Places,  with  an  Enquiry,  hotv  and 
when  the  Custom  of  Burying  in  Churches  first  came  in. 

Sect.  1. — A  Ceniitery  a  common  Name  for  a  Burying  Place  and  a  Church. 
How  this  came  to  pass. — 2.  No  Burying  Places  in  Cities  or  Churcheb 
for  the  first  Three  Hundred  Years. — 3.  But  either  in  Monuments 
erected  by  the  Public  Ways,  or  in  Vaults  and  Catacombs  in  the  Fields 
under  Ground. — -t.  Burying  in  Cities  and  Churches  prohibited  by  Cliris- 
tian  Emperors  for  several  Ages  after. — 5.  Tiie  first  Step  made  toward 
Burying  in  Churches  was  the  building  of  Churches  over  the  Graves  <>f 
the  Martyrs  in  the  Country,  or  else  translating  their  Relics  into  the 
City-Churches. — fi.  The  next  was  allow  ing  Kings  and  Emperors  to  be 
buried  in  the  .\triuni,  or  Porch,  and  other  outer  Buildings  of  tlie  Church. 
— 7.  Then  the  People  in  the  Sixth  Ciotury  began  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Church-yards,  but  not  into  the  Church.— 8.  And  in  tiiis  Period  of 
Time,  Kings,  Bishops,  Founders  of  Churches,  and  other  Kminent  Per- 
sons were  by  some  I.aws  allowed  to  be  buried  in  Churches. — 9.  The 
Matter  at  last  left  to  the  Discretion  of  Bishops  and  Presbyters,  who 
should  or  should  not  be  Buried  in  Churches.  Hereditary  Sepulchres 
not  yet  allowed  in  the  Ninth  Century,  but  brought  in  by  the  Poi)es' 
Decretals. 
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An  Account  of  the  Laws  made  to  secure  the  Bodies  and  Graves 
of  the  Dead  from  the  Violence  of  Robbers  and  Sacrilegious 
Invaders. 


Sect.  1. — The  old  Roman  Laws  very  sevrre  against  Robbers  of  Graves,  and 
all  Abuses  and  Injuries  done  to  the  Bodies  of  the  Dead.— 2.  This  seve- 
rity continued  for  the  most  part  under  the  Christian  Emperors,  with 
some  additional  Circumstances. — 3.  No  Indulgence  allowed  to  Robbers 
of  Graves  by  the  Emperors  at  the  Easter  Festival. — 4.  For  this  Crime 
a  Woman  was  allowed  by  the  Laws  to  give  a  Bill  of  Divorce  to  her 
Husband.— 5.  One  Reason  tempting  Men  to  commit  this  Crime,  was  the 
rich  Adorning  of  the  Heathen  Sepulchres.— (i.  A  more  plausible  Pretence 
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in  the  Ancient  Church  till  after  the  time  of  St.  Anstin. 
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BOOK  XX. 

OF   THE    FESTIVALS    OBSERVED    IN    THE 
PRIMITIVE    CHURCH. 


CHAP.   I. 

X)f  the  Distinction  to  be  made  between  Civil  and 
Ecclesiastical  Festivals. 

Sect.  1. — What  meant  by  the  civil  Festivals. 

Having  hitherto  taken  a  distinct  view  of  the  great  ser- 
vices of  the  ancient  Church  in  the  several  parts  of  her 
Lituro-y,  and  the  administration  of  her  sacraments,  and  the 
exercise  of  discipline,  I  come  now  to  give  an  account  of  the 
lesser  kind  of  observations  relating  to  her  festivals,  and 
days  of  fasting,  and  marriage  Tites,  and  funeral  rites,  all 
which  may,  in  some  measure,  be  comprized  under  the  gene- 
ral name  of  the  service  of  the  Church. 

In  speaking  of  the  festivals,  it  will  be  necessary  first  of 
all  to  distinguish  the  ecclesiastical  festivals  from  the  civil. 
For  some  were  purely  ecclesiastical,  others  purely  civil;  and 
others  (as  festivals  of  greater  account)  were  both  ecclesias- 
tical and  civil.     All  Sundays  throughout  the  year,  and  the 
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fifteen  days  of  the  paschal  solemnity,  were  festivals  both  in 
the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  account.    For  they  were  not  only 
days  of  more  solemn  religious  observation,  but  also  days  of 
vacation  from  law-suits  and  prosecution  of  secular  business. 
Other  festivals   were   purely  of  ecclesiastical  account:  for 
thev  were  days  of  religious  assembly,  but  not  entirely  days 
of  vacation.     Others  were  purely  civil  festivals,  that  is,  days 
of  vacation  from  law-suits  and  secular  affairs,  but  not  dis- 
tinn-uished  by  any   peculiar  character  of  religious  observa- 
tion.    Of  this  sort  were  i\\(i  ferics  (BsHvcb,  or  the  thirty  days 
of  harvest ;  and  the /<??•?'«?  autumnales,  or  the  thirty  days  of 
vintage ;  and  three  days  under  the  common  name  of  the 
kalends  of  January ;  one  day  called  the  natalis  urbis  Roma', 
the  foundation  of  Rome  ;  and  another  the  natalis,  or  foun- 
dation of  Constantinople  ;  and  four  days  called  the  natales 
imferatorum,  including*  both  their  natural  birth-days  and 
their  civil  birth-days,  that  is,  their  inaug-uration  to  the  em- 
pire.   Of  all  which,  because  there  is  frequent  mention  made 
of  them  in  the  ancient  writers,  and  laws,  and  canons,  it  will 
not  be  amiss  to  speak  a  little  more  particularly  in  the  en- 
trance of  this  discourse. 

Sect.  2. — Of  the  Feriee  eettivee,  or  Thirty  Days  of  Vacation  in  the  Harvest 
Month,  and  the  FerifP  autumnales. 

All  these  are  comprehended  in  one  law  of  Theodosius  and 
Valentinian  junior,  under  the  general  name  oi feriee  forenses, 
days  of  vacation  or  rest  from  pleadings  in  the  civil  courts  of 
judicature.  Where  all  days  in  the  year  are  appointed  to  be 
juridical,^  except  the  two  months  of  harvest  and  vintage, 

»  Cod.  Tlieod.  lib.  ii.  tit.  8.  de  Feriis.  leg.  2,  Omnes  dies  jubemus  esse 
juridicos.  Illog  tantum  inant-re  fcriarum  dies  fas  erit,  quos  geminis  mensi- 
buu  ad  requiem  laboris  induigontior  annus  accepit,  rcstivis  fervoribus  miti- 
gandis,  et  autumn) s  fa;tibus  decerpcndis.  Kalendarum  quoque  Januariarum 
consuttos  dies  otio  sancimus.  His  adjicimus  nalalitios  dies  urbiiim  maxi- 
roarum  Komtc  atque  Constantinopolis,  quibus  debent  jura  dclVrre,  quia  et  ab 
5p»i5  quoijuc  natn  sunt.  Sanrtos  ciuoque  paschic  dies,  qui  scptcno  vel  prtE- 
ccdunt  numcro,  vel  S((|uuntur,  in  cfidi-ni  ((bscrvatione  numeramus.  Necnon 
ct  dies  sidis,  qui  rcpi-lito  in  se  calrulo  revolvuntur.  Parem  nccesso  est 
haberi  reverentiam  noslris  etiam  diebus,  qui  vel  lucis  auspicia,  vel  ortus 
Imperii  protulerunt. 
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and  the  kalends  of  January,  and  the  natales  of  the  two  great 
cities,  Rome  and  Constantinople,  and  the  birth-days  of  the 
Emperors,  and  their  inauguration  to  the  empire,  and  the  fif 
teen  days  of  Easter,  which  were  festival  both  in  the  eccle- 
siastical and  civil  account,  as  also  all  Sundays  throughout 
the  year.  Where  it  is  rightly  observed  by  Gothofred,  that 
the  other  ecclesiastical  festivals  of  Christmas,  Epiphany, 
and  Pentecost,  were  not  as  yet  made  festivals  in  the  civil 
account.  For  at  this  time  many  of  the  judges  were  still 
heathens,  and  therefore  juridical  pleadings  were  allowed  on 
these  days,  notwithstanding  that  they  were  kept  with  great 
solemnity  and  religious  veneration  among  the  Christians. 
But  afterward,  when  Justinian  repeated  this  law  in  his  code,* 
the  prohibition  of  pleadings  upon  these  days,  and  upon  the 
passions  of  the  Apostles,  was  inserted,  together  with  a  pro- 
hibition of  all  the  public  shews  and  games  upon  any  of  these 
solemnities,  of  which  more  hereafter. 

As  to  those  festivals,  which  were  purely  civil,  we  are  to 
observe,  that  some  of  them  were  of  long  standing  in  the 
Roman  empire,  and  no  new  institution  of  Christians,  but 
only  reformed  and  regulated  by  them  in  some  particulars, 
to  cut  off  the  idolatrous  rites  and  other  corruptions  that 
sometimes  attended  them.  The  multitude  of  them  was 
complained  ofby  Tully,^  and  therefore  Aug-ustus  cutoff  thirty 
of  them  at  once,  turning  those  days,  which  were  deputed 
for  honorary  games,  into  days  of  pleading,  for  the  better  pro- 
secution of  criminals,  and  greater  expedition  of  justice,  as 
Suetonius  reports  in  his  life.^  And  a  like  reduction  was 
made  by  Antoninus  Philosophus,  who  is  said  to  have  added 
several  judiciary  days  to  the  calendar,*  striking  out  many 
festivals,  and  appointing  two  hundred  and  thirty  days  in 
the  year  for  hearing  of  causes,  and  dispatching  business  of 


'  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  iii.  tit.  12.  deFeriis.  leg.  vii.  *  Cicero 

com.  Verrem.  ^  Sueton.  Vit.  Aug.  cap.  xxxii.     Ne  quod  male- 

ficium  iiegotiumve  irapunitate  velraora  elaberetur,  trigintaamptius  dies,   qui 
honorariisludis  occupabantur,  actui  rerum  accommodavit. 
*  Capitolin.  Vit.  Antoiiini    Philosophi.   p.  74.     Judiciariae  rei   singularera 
diligetitiam   adhibuit;  fastis  dies  judiciarios  addidit,  itaut  ducentos  triginta 
dies   annuos  rebus  agendis,  litibusquedisceptandis  constitueret. 
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the  law.  The  Christian  cmporors  rcdiicod  the  number  of 
tliese  festivals  to  a  imuh  shorter  compass.  For  they  cast 
away  all  festivals  that  were  held  in  honour  of  the  heathen 
^ods :  and  though  they  broug-ht  in  all  Sundays  in  the  year 
into  the  computation  of  civil  festivals,  and  also  the  fifteen 
days  of  the  paschal  solemnity,  yet  the  whole  number  did  not 
amount  to  above  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  :  so  that  there 
remained  two  hundred  and  forty  days  still  for  public  busi- 
ness of  the  law.  And  of  those  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
days  that  were  exempt,  sixty  days  or  two  months  were  only 
set  apart  as  days  of  vacation  from  the  law  for  the  conve- 
nience of  g-athering"  in  the  harvest  and  the  vintag-e.  The  one 
were  caWed  feriee  cestiice,  and  the  other  ferice  autumnales. 
And  these  were  ancient  Roman  festivals,  mentioned  by  Sta- 
tins' and  AulusGellius*  and  Pliny,' and  after  them  by  Ulpian* 
the  famous  lawyer,  who  shews  at  large  for  what  end  they 
were  appointed,  that  countrymen  mig-ht  not  be  molested  in 
gathering  their  fruits  at  their  proper  seasons,  except  it  were 
in  some  extraordinary  cases,  which  required  a  more  speedy 
decision  before  the  Proptor.  The  schools  of  rhetoric  had 
also  their  vacations  at  these  seasons,  as  we  learn  both  from 
Aulus  Gellius  and  St.  Austin.*  And  because  this  sort  of 
Feria;  had  nothing  of  harm,  but  only  convenience  in  them, 
they  were  continued  without  scruple  by  the  Christian  empe- 
rors, and  established  by  their  laws,  as  we  have  seen,  upon 
consideration  of  the  usefulness  and  necessity  of  them;  leav- 
ing it  to  the  judges  of  the  several  provinces  of  the  world  to 
determine  precisely  what  time  they  should  commence  :  for 
hey  did  not  begin  the  harvest  month,  or  the  vintage  month, 
every  where  on  the  same  day,  but  some  countries  sooner  and 
some  later,  according  to  the  diilerent  state  and  condition  of 
every  climate.  And  so  the  observation  of  these  two  months 
continued,  as  Gothofred  notes,®  to  the  time  of  the  emperor 


•  Stat.  .Sylvar.  lib.  iv.  »  Gellius  Noct.  Attic,  lib.  ix.  cap.  1;>. 

"  Plin.  lib.  viii.  tp.  19.     Juliimenso,  (pio  innxiine  lites  interquiescunt. 
♦  Digesl.lib.  ii.  tit.  It?,  de  Frriis.  Icf.  I,  2,  3.  *  Aug.  Confess, 

lib.  ix.  cap.  2.  •  Gothofred.  in  Cod. Th.  lib.  ii.  tit.  b.  du  Feriis 

leg.  n. 
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Otho,  who  first  abrogated  them  in  the  laws  of  the  Lom- 
bards, 

Sect.  3. — Of  the  Kalends  of  January. 

The  next  civil  Ferice  were  the  Kalends  of  January :  which, 
as  Gothofred  thinks,  comprised  three  days,  the  day  before 
the  Kalends,  the  Kalends,  and  the  third  of  the  Nones,  or  as 
others  say,*  the  day  before  the  Nones,  that  is,  the  fourth  of 
January,  commonly  called  Bota  and  Vota,  because  it  was 
the  day  of  sacrificing- for  the  emperor's  safety.  These  were 
continued  by  the  Christian  emperors  without  any  idolatrous 
rites,  but  still  were  days  of  great  liberty  and  extravagance. 
Upon  which  account  the  ancient  Fathers  and  Councils  com- 
monly declaim  with  great  invectives  against  the  observation 
of  them.  P'or  notonly  TertuUian  speaks  against  them,*  whilst 
they  were  accompanied  with  idolatrous  and  superstitious 
rites  in  the  time  of  heathenism,  but  in  after  ages  the  fathers 
in  their  popular  discourses  are  often  very  severe  and  copious 
in  their  dissuasives  from  the  observation  of  them,  both  upon 
the  account  of  the  relics  of  superstition  remaining  in  the 
hearts  of  many  Christians,  and  also  because  they  were  occa- 
sions of  great  looseness  and  debauchery  among  the  people. 
St.  Chrysostom  says,^  many  were  superstitiously  addicted  to 
the  observation  of  times,  and  made  divination  and  conjec- 
tures upon  them  ;  as,  if  they  spent  the  new-moon  in  mirth 
and  pleasure,  the  whole  year  would  be  prosperous  and 
lucky  to  them.  So  both  men  and  women  gave  themselves 
to  intemperance  on  these  days,  out  of  this  diabolical  persua- 
sion, that  the  good  or  bad  fortune  of  the  rest  of  the  year 
depended  upon  such  an  ominous  beginning  of  it.  Which 
was  the  devil's  invention  to  ruin  the  practice  of  all  virtue. 
He  observes  further,*  that  they  were  used,  in  the  celebration 
of  these  times,  to  set  up  lamps  in  the  market-place,  and 
crown  their  doors   with  garlands,  which  he    condemns  to- 


'  Vide  Dempster.  Paralipomena  ad  Rosini  AntiquU.  lib.  iv.  cap.  4.  p.  543. 
s  Tertul.  de  Idololat.  cap.  xiv.  *  Chrys.  Honi.  xxili.  in  eos  qui 

noviluiiia  observant,  toni.  i.  p.  297.  *  Ibid.  p.  300. 
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gether  with  their  superstition  and  intemperance,  as  a  mix- 
ture of  diabolical  pomp  and  uhildish  folly.  The  like  com- 
plaints are  made  by  St.  Austin,'  Chrysolog-uSj^  Prudentius,^ 
Asterius  Amasenus,*  and  St.  Ambrose.^  So  that  though 
these  festivals  of  the  Kalends  were  allowed  by  the  imperial 
laws,  yet  they  were  g-encrally  condemned  by  the  ancient 
writers,  because  of  the  vanities  and  excesses  and  abuses, 
that  were  usually  committed  in  them.  And  particularly  the 
Council  of  Trullo  forbids  the  dancing-s  and  other  ceremo- 
nies,^ that  were  used  both  by  men  and  women,  on  the 
Kalends  and  the  Bota,  under  the  penalty  of  excommunica- 
tion: as  I  have  had  occasion  to  shew  more  fully  in  speak- 
ing" of  the  discipline  of  the  Church.''  And  the  Council  of 
Auxerre  takes  notice  of  the  remains  of  some  heathen  super- 
stition in  Franco,  in  offering  an  hind  or  a  calf,^  which  they 
call  a  diabolical  observation. 

Sect.  4.— Of  the  Emperor's   Birth  Uaj-s. 

The  next  civil  festivals  were  the  emperors'  birtli-days, 
which  were  of  two  sorts  ;  the  one  was  called  natalis  genui- 
nus,  their  natural  birth-day,  and  the  other  natalis  imperii, 
their  inauguration ;  as  they  are  distinguished  in  several  laws 
of  the  Theodosian  Code,' and  other  ancient  writers,  which 
are  collected  by  Gothofrod  in  great  abundance.'"  Who  also 
observes,  that  when  it  it  said  by  ancient  writers,  that  Con- 


'  Aug.  Ser.  V.  de  Kalcndis  Jannarii.  toiii.  x.  p.  021.  '  Clirjsol. 

Ser.  civ.  "  Prudent,  lib.  i.  cont.  Syinmachum. 

*  Aster.  HoiD.  iv.  dc  Fcsto  Kali'iidaruui.  ap.  Conibifis.   Acluar.  Nov.  p.  G3. 

*  Ambros.  Slt.  xvil.  «  Con.  'J'^uII.  can.  Ixii. 

»  Book  xvi.  chap.  iv.  sect.  17.  *  Con.  Antissiodor.  can.  i.     Nou 

licet  KalcndisJanuuriiTicoloautcervoIo  facerc,  vol   strenas  diul)olica.s  ob- 
oervare. 

Siiinond  and  Labbo  Instead  of   vccolo,  read  it   vetuhi,    prisco  more  pro 
Titula. 

'  Cod.  Theod.  lib.  ii.  tit.  viii.  de  Feriis.  lej;.  ii.     Parnom  necesse  est  Iiaberi 
Peverentiam    nostris    etiani     diebus,    qui   vel    lucis  ausj)icia,   vel   orlus  im- 
perii protulerunt.     It.  lib.  vi.  til.  '2l>.  de  Proxiinis.      Ginuinus  natalis  nostri 
ili<  •♦,  Ac.     J".t.  I.ep.  xvii.  ibid.     Genuino  die  natalis  ineic  CUinentitc,  &c. 
'"  Ciolluifjcd.  in  Cod.Thiod.  lib.  ii.  tit.  viii.  Uif~.  p.  !-•'*. 
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stantine  was  born  in  Britain,  it  is  to  be  understood  accord- 
ing to  this  distinction,  to  mean  his  imperial  birth-day,  and 
not  his  natural.  For  his  natural  birth  was  at  Naisus  in 
Dacia,^  as  Pag-i  shews  from  many  express  testimonies  of 
Julius  Firmicus  and  Stephanus  de  Urbibus,  and  other 
ancient  writers:  but  his  imperial  birth,  or  inauguration  to  the 
empire,']was  in  Britain.  Which  Baronius  and  many  other 
learned  writers  mistaking  for  his  natural  birth,  have 
thence  concluded  that  he  was  born  in  Britain.  But  this  only 
by  the  way.  These  birth  days  of  the  emperors,  whether 
natural  or  political  were  always  of  great  esteem  and  vene- 
ration. The  law  of  Theodosius  orders  them  to  be  observed 
with  the  same  reverence  and  ceremony  as  all  other  civil  fes- 
tivals, that  is,  to  be  days  of  vacation  from  public  pleadings 
at  the  law:  and  on  these  days  it  was  usual  for  great  men  to 
entertain  the  people  with  the  public  games  and  shews,  which 
was  partly  to  honour  the  days,  and  partly  to  give  some 
diversion  to  the  people.  The  Praetor  of  Rome  was  obliged 
by  his  office  to  do  this,  as  appears  by  several  laws  of  Arca- 
dius  in  the  Theodosian  Code.^  And  the  judges  might  be 
present  at  them  once  a  day  in  the  morning,^  when  they  dis- 
tributed money,  some  silver,  some  gold,  according  to  their 
quality,  among  the  people.  And  on  these  days  the  empe- 
rors' statues  or  images  were  produced  for  the  people  to  pay 
their  civil  respect  and  veneration  to  them  ;*  reserving  divine 
worship,  and  religious  adoration,  exceeding  the  dignity  of 
man,  to  the  Celestial  Majesty  alone,  as  the  laws  elegantly 
word  it.  But  if  it  happened  that  any  of  these  days  fell  upon 
a  Sunday,  then  by  a  law  of  Theodosius  the  public  games 
were  omitted,*  and  came  not  into  the  solemnity  of  the  days 
And  Theodosius  junior  excepted  also  the  other  great  fes- 
tivals of  Christ's  nativity,  and  Epiphany,  and  Easter,  and 


»  Pagi  Critic,  in  Baron,  an.  306,  n.  8.  *  Cod,  Th.  lib,  vi.  tit.  i. 

de  Praetoribus,  leg.  xxix,       Prffitores  Romani  et  laureati  natalibus  nostri 
nurainis   scsenicas  populo  prsebeant  voluptates.  Vid,  leg.  xxx.  ibidem. 
8  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xv,  tit.  5.  de  Spectaculis.  leg   ij.  *  Ibid.  tit. 

iv.  de  imaginibus.  leg.  i.  *  Ibid,  de  spectaculis.  leg.  ii. 

NuUus  solis  die  populo  spectacula  prsebeat,  nee  divinara  venerationem  con- 
fecta  soleranitate  confundat. 


S  THlL    ANTIQUlTlliS    OF   THE  [sOOIi    XX^ 

Pentecost,  or  the  whole  fifty  days  between  Easter  and  Whit- 
suntiile,  on  any  of  which  days  it  was  unlawful  to  exhibit  the 
usual  g^ames  to  the  people  :  and  that  no  one  should  fear  lest 
it  should  be  interpreted  a  disrespect  to  the  imperial  majesty, 
if  he  did  not  according-  to  custom  exhibit  the  games  on  the 
emperors'  birth-day  (happening-  to  fall  on  any  of  these  fes- 
tivals) he  inserted  a  particular  clause,  declaring-,*  that  such 
an  omission  should  be  no  offence,  but  most  agreeable  to 
have  the  service  of  the  Divine  Majesty  preferred  before  that 
usual  ceremony  of  the  games  and  shews  in  the  celebration 
of  his  birth-day.  And  in  this  chiefly  consisted  the  difference 
between  an  ecclesiastical  and  civil  festival,  that  the  one 
was  a  day  of  mere  pleasure  and  diversion,  and  the  other  a 
solemn  time  of  devotion  and  religion,  to  which  the  former 
must  give  place,  whenever  they  happened  by  any  such  co- 
incidence to  fall  together. 

Sect.  6.— Of  tho  Natalet  Vrhium,  or  tht  two  FericB  in  Memory  of  the 
Foundation  of  Rome  and  Constantinople. 

The  last  sort  of  civil  festivals  were  the  Natales  Urbium,  or 
the  two  annual  days  kept  in  memory  of  the  foundation  of  the 
two  great  cities,  Rome  and  Constantinople.  The  former  was 
an  ancient  Roman  festival,  observed  on  the  eleventh  of  the 
Kalends  of  May,  or  the  twenty-first  of  April,  under  the 
name  of  Palilia  ;  of  which  the  reader  may  find  a  large  ac- 
count in  any  of  the  common  writers  of  Roman  Antiquities.* 
That,  which  is  only  to  be  noted  here,  is,  that  it  continued 
a  festival  under  the  Christian  emperors.  Which  we  learn 
not  only  from   the  foremcntioned   hiw  of  Theodosius,  but 


'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  XV.  de  SpcctacuUs.  leg.  v.  Ac  ni-  quis  exislimct,  in  hono- 
rem  numinis  nostri,  veluti  majors  qufidam  impi'rialis  olTicii  ntct'ssitate 
eoiapelli,  and  nisi  divin&  n-Iigione  contt'ni|)tfl,  spt-ctaculis  operarn  pra'stat, 
Bubcundain  forsitan  sibi  nostric  si-renitatis  ofTi-iisaiii,  si  minus  circa  nos  de- 
Totionis  ostcndcrit,  quam  solebat,  nt-mo  aiiibigat,  (luod  tunc  maxinii'  nion- 
suetudini  nostrw  ab  lumiano  gcncre  dtferlur,  cum  virtuliljiisdeioninipotenlis 
i»c  meritii  unitirsi  obsrf|niiim  orbis  imprndifur.  '  \\A.  Dempster. 

Parf>lipnni.  ad  Kosin.  Anliq.  Ul).  L.  c,  i.  p.  S. 
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also  from  Sozomen,*  who  says,  that  the  jsvi^Xia,  or  nativi- 
ties of  the  emperors,  and  the  royal  cities,  and  the  Kalends 
were  the  usual  times  of  distributing-  the  emperors'  donations 
or  largesses  among-  the  soldiers.  And  Cassiodore  speaks 
of  the  games  of  the  Circus,^  as  an  usual  part  of  the  people's 
entertainment  on  these  festivals  of  pleasure.  The  Enccenia 
or  dedication  of  Constantinople,  was  annually  celebrated 
on  the  fifth  of  the  Ides  of  May,  that  is,  the  eleventh  of 
May,  as  is  noted  by  Gothofred  out  of  Marcellinus  Comes, 
Cassiodore,  Cedrenus,  the  Chronicon  Alexandriuum,  and 
Zonaras.  And  as  in  all  things  both  the  ancient  laws  and 
Canons  gave  Constantinople  the  same  royal  and  honour- 
able privileges  that  were  allowed  to  old  Rome  :^  so  in  this 
they  were  equalled,  that  the  annual  days  of  their  dedication 
were  celebrated  with  the  same  solemnities  amono-  the 
FericB,  or  civil  festivals,  and  days  of  vacation  and  joyful- 
ness  throughout  the  Roman  empire.  And  the  reason  of 
this  is  given  in  the  aforesaid  law  of  Theodosius  so  often 
mentioned,*  because  these  two  great  cities,  Rome  and  Con- 
stantinople, were  the  fountains  and  springs  from  whence 
the  laws  were  originally  derived ;  and  therefore  it  was 
proper  that  the  feasts  of  their  dedication  should  be  observed 
by  a  vacation  from  law-suits  on  the  annual  days  of  their 
foundation.  Tliis  is  the  short  account  of  the  civil  Feriae 
ov  festivals,  so  far  as  concerns  their  observation  under  the 
government  and  allowance  of  Christian  emperors.  I  now 
proceed  to  the  other  sort  of  festivals,  which  were  of  sacred 
or  ecclesiastical  observation. 


'  Sozom.  lib.  v.  cap.  16.  *  Cassiodor.  Chronic,  in  Philip.  Imper. 

"  Vid.  Con.  Constantinop.  i.  can.  3.  Con.  Chalced.  can.  28.  Cod.  Theod^ 
lib.  xvi.  de  Episcopis.  tit.  ii.  leg.  45.  Romaj  veteris  Praerogativa  laetatur, 
&c.  It.  Cod.  Theod.  lib.  xiv.  tit.  13.  de  Jure  Italico  Urbis  Constantinopol., 
»  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ii.tit.  S.de  Feriis.  leg.  ii. 
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CHAP.  II. 

OJ  the  Original  and  Observation  of  the  Lord's  Day  among 
Christians. 

Sect.  1. — The  Lord's  day  of  continued  Obserration  in  the  Church  from 
the  Days  of  the  Apostles,  under  the  Names  of  Sunday,  the  Lord's  day, 
the  first  Day  of  the  Week,  and  the  Day  of  Breaking  Bread,  &c. 

The  principal  and  most  noted  among  the  sacred  and  ec- 
clesiastical festivals  was  always  thatof  the  Lord's  day,  which 
was  observed  with  great  veneration  in  the  ancient  Church 
from  the  very  time  of  the  Apostles.  The  Apostles  them- 
selves are  often  said  to  meet  on  this  day  for  divine-service, 
being  the  day  of  the  Lord's  resurrection.  Acts  xx.  7. 
*'  On  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when  the  disciples  came 
together  to  break  bread,  Paul  preached  unto  them,  ready  to 
depart  on  the  morrow,  and  continued  liis  speech  until  mid- 
night." So  again,  1  Cor.  xvi.  2.  "  Upon  the  first  day  of 
the  week,  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store,  as  God 
hath  prospered  him,  that  there  be  no  gatherings  when  I 
come."  And  St.  John  expressly  styles  it  the  Lord's  day. 
Rev.  i.  10.  "  I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day." 
Which  cannot  mean  the  Jewish  sabbath  :  for  then  he  would 
have  called  it  so:  nor  any  other  day  of  the  week:  for  that 
had  been  ambiguous :  but  the  day  on  which  Christ  arose 
from  the  dead,  on  which  the  Apostles  were  used  to  meet  to 
celebrate  divine  service,  on  which  Paul  had  ordered  col- 
lections to  be  made,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  primi- 
tive Church.  Seeing  therefore,  he  speaks  of  this  as  a  day 
well  known  and  used  in  the  Church,  it  cannot  be  doulded, 
])Ut  that  it  was  distinguished  by  this  name  from  the  received 
use  and  custom  of  the  Church.  For  otherwise  how  could 
Christians  have  understood  what  St,  John  intended  to  sig- 
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nif)?  by  tliis  name,  if  he  had  designed  to  denote  any  other 
day  by  it  1  As  Mr.  Turretin  argues  well  upon  the  resolution 
of  this  question.* 

The  matter  thus  founded  in  apostolical  practice,  may  be 
further  illustrated  and  confirmed  from  the  general  usage  of 
the  Church  in  the  following  ages.  Pliny,  who  was  an  hea- 
then magistrate  in  the  reign  of  Trajan  not  long  after  St, 
John's  death,  took  the  account  of  the  Christian  assemblies 
from  the  mouths  of  some  apostatizing  Christians,  and  they 
told  him,^  tiieir  custom  was  to  meet  together  early  in  the 
morning  before  it  was  light  on  a  certain  fixed  day,  and  sing 
Hymns  to  Christ  as  their  God,  and  bind  themselves  with  a 
Sacrament  to  do  no  evil,  and  afterwards  to  partake  of  a  com- 
mon feast.  Which  is  a  plain  description  of  ihe  Service  of 
the  Lord's  day,  and  particularly  of  the  agape  or  feast  of 
charity,  which  was  usually  an  attendant  of  the  communion 
in  the  primitive  Church  every  Lord's  day.  Ignatius,  who 
lived  about  the  same  time,  makes  as  plain  a  reference  to  the 
observation  of  the  Lord's  day,^  when  he  bids  the  Magnesi- 
ans  not  to  sabbatize  with  the  Jews,  but  to  lead  a  life  agree- 
able to  the  Lord's  day,  on  which  our  life  was  raised  from 
the  dead,  by  Him  (that  is,  by  the  Lord  Christ)  and  by  his 
death.  Clemens  Alexandrinus,*  as  Cotelerius  observes,  well 
illustrates  and  explains  this  passage  of  Ignatius,  shewing 
what  it  is  to  lead  a  life  conformable  to  the  Lord's  day,  when 
he  says,  he,  that  observes  the  precept  of  the  Gospel,  makes 
it  to  be  the  Lord's  day,  whilst  he  casts  away  every  evil 
thought,  and  takes  to  him  the  true  Gnostic  thoughts  of  wis- 
dom and  knowledge,  thereby  glorifying  the  resurrection  of 
the  Lord. 

Hence  we  learn,  that  KvpetaK?)  was   the  common  name  of 


'  Turretin.Theol.par.ii.loc.il.     De  Lege  Dei.  Qujest.  xiv.  p.  103. 

*  Plin.  lib.  x.Ep.  97.  Quod  essent  soliti  stato  die  ante  lucem  convenire, 
carraenque  Christo,  quasi  Deo,  dicere  secum  invicem:  seque  Sacramento  non 
in  scelus  aliquod  obstringere,  &c.  *  Ignat.  Ep.  ad.  Magnes. 
n.  9.     M>/(C£rt  (TafSlBuriZovrt^,  dWd  Kara  KvpiaKy)v  Z,(i»)v  ?airr£f,   &c. 

*  Clem.  Alex.  Strom.  7.  'Ei'roX»/i'  Kara  rh  tvayyiXiov  Siairpa^anivoQ, 
levpiuKriv  tKiivriv  Tr)v  r)fiipav  ttouI,  &c.  p.  877.  ed.  Oxon. 
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the  Lord's  day,  and  that  Kuoeaiicrji'  Kvv  is  to  lead  a  life  con- 
formable to  the  Lord's  day,  in  memory  of  our  Saviour's 
Resurrection,  Yet  sometimes  the  Ancients,  when  they 
write  to  the  Gentiles,  scruple  not  to  call  it  Sunday,  to  dis- 
ting-uish  it  by  the  name  best  known  to  them.  As  Justin 
Martyr,  writing-  his  apology  to  the  Heathen,  says,'  we  all 
meet  together  on  Sunday,  on  which  God,  having  changed 
darkness  and  matter,  created  the  world,  and  on  this  day 
Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour  arose  from  the  dead.  In  like  man- 
ner Terlullian,^  answering-  the  ol)jection  made  by  the  Hea- 
thens, that  the  Christians  worshipped  the  sun,  says  indeed 
they  made  Sunday  a  day  of  joy,  but  for  other  reasons  than 
to  worship  the  sun,  which  was  no  part  of  their  religion.  At 
other  times,  when  he  writes  only  to  Christians,  he  com- 
monly uses  the  name  of  the  Lord's  day,^  and  especially 
when  he  would  distinguish  it  from  the  Jewish  sabbath*.  And 
the  like  may  be  observed  in  the  laws  of  the  first  Christian 
emperors.  Constantino  uses  the  name  Sunday,*  when  he 
forbids  all  law-suits  on  this  day.  Valentinian  uses  the  same 
name  upon  the  same  occasion.*  So  does  also  Valentinian^ 
junior,  and  Theodosius  senior,  and  Theodosius  junior,  in  set- 
tling the  observation  of  this  day.  But  they  use  the  name 
inditf'erently,  stiling-  it  sometimes  the  Lord's  day,  which  was 
more  proper  among^  Christians,  as  is  particularly  noted  in  one 
of  the  laws  of  the  younger  Valentinian,  which  runs  thus, 
"  solis  die,  quern  dominicam  rite  dixere  majores,  &c.  on 
Sunday,  whtch  our  forefathers  have  rightly  and  customarily 
called  the  Lord's  day.'^     His  reference  to  ancient  custom  is 


'  Justin.  A|>i)l.  ii.  p.  «)9.  «  Ti-rtul.  Apol.  cai).  xvi.     yKque  si 

diem  solis  Uelilia;  imJulgoinus,  alifi  longe  rationo  qmiiii  rili^ioiic  solis,  &c. 
It.  lib.  i.  ad  Nutioii.  cap.  xiii.  Alii  solcin  Christianuin  Deum  rcstimant, 
quod  innotuerit  ad  oriontis  partem  fan-re  nos  precationom,  vel  die  solis  la;- 
tiliam  curare.  »  Tertul.  de  Coron.  Mil.  cap.  iii.     Die  Domiiiico 

jejunium  nufas  ducimus,  vul  de  Keiiiculis  adorare.  *  Tertul.  do 

jejun.  cap.  xv.     Exceptis  scilicet  sabbalis  et  dominicis. 

*  Cod.  Theod.  lib.  li.  tit.  S.  de  Ffriis.  lep.  i.  •  Ibid.  leg.  ii. 

'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  viii.  de  Kxecutoribus.  leg.  I  rt  3.  lib.  xi.  tit.  7.  de  ExactU 
onibus.  leg.  10.  et  13.  lib.  xv.  til.  5.  de  Spectaculis.  kg.  ii. 

*  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xi.  tit.  5.  de  iLxaclioiiibus.  leg.  13. 
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confirmed  not  only  from  what  has  been  alleged  out  of  Igna- 
tius and  Clemens  Alexandrinus  and  Tertullian,  but  from  the 
use  of  the  word  KvpiaKti  in  the  epistle  of  Dionysius,  Bishop 
of  Corinth  to  Pope  Soter,  recorded  by  Eusebius,*  where  he 
says,  to-day  we  observed  the  Lord's  holy  day,  ttjv  KvpiaKriv 
dyiav  riiihQav  dirjydyoixev.  And  from  what  Eusebius  says  of 
Melito,  Bishop  of  Sardis,^  that  he  wrote  a  book  TTfpiKvptuicijc, 
concerning-  the  Lord's  day.  In  like  manner  Trenseus,  in  his 
epistle  to  Pope  Victor,  says,^  the  mystery  of  the  Lord's 
Resurrection,  or  the  Paschal  festival,  ought  to  be  kept  only 
on  the  Lord's  day,  Tr\  rriQ  KuptaicTjc  Vfxipc}.  And  Origen,  to 
distinguish  it  from  the  Jewish  sabbath,  says,*  that  Mannawas 
rained  down  from  Heaven  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  not  on 
the  sabbath,  to  shew  the  Jews,  that  even  then  the  Lord's 
day  was  preferred  before  it.  This  evidences  not  only  the 
antiquity  of  the  name,  but  that  the  observation  of  the  day  in 
memory  of  our  Lord's  resurrection  was  the  universal  prac- 
tice of  the  Church  from  the  time  of  the  Apostles.  And  from 
one  solemn  act  of  breaking  bread  in  the  constant  celebration 
of  the  Eucharist  on  this  day,  I  have  once  before  observed,^ 
out  of  Chrysostom,  that  it  is  sometimes  called,  Dies  Panis, 
the  day  of  bread,  because  it  was  the  general  custom  in  the 
primitive  Church  to  meet  for  breaking  of  bread,  and  receiv- 
ing of  the  communion  on  every  Lord's  day  throughout  the 
year.  And  I  shall  not  need  here  to  be  more  particular  con- 
cerning this,  or  any  other  part  of  the  public  service  per- 
formed on  the  Lord's  day,  such  as  psalmody,  reading  of  the 
scriptures,  preaching,  and  praying,  and  exercising  discipline 
upon  penitents,  and  absolving  them,  because  I  have  treated 
largely  of  these  in  their  order  in  several  books  before  :  but 
now  only  take  notice  of  some  special  laws  and  customs,  that 
were  observed,  to  shew  a  more  peculiar  reverence,  honour 
and  respect  to  the  super-eminent  dignity  of  this  day. 


»  Euseb.  lib.  iv.  cap.  23.  *  Euseb.  lib.  iv.  cap.  20. 

^  Ap.  Euseb.  lib.  v.  cap.  2i.  *  Orig.  Horn.  vii.  in  Exod.  xv.  torn.  i. 

p.  82.      See  also,  Hippolytus  Canon  Paschalis,  cited  by  Gotliofred.  in  Cod. 
Th.  lib.  viii.  tit  8.  leg.  3.  *  Book  xv.  chap.  ix.  sect  2. 
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Sett.  2. — All  Proceedings  at  Law  forbidden  and  suspended  on  this  Day, 
ejrcept  such  as  were  of  absolute  Necessity  or  great  Charity:  as  Manu- 
mission of  Slaves,  &c. 

Among-  these  we  may  reckon  in  the  first  place  those  impe- 
rial laws,  which  suspended  all  actions  and  proceedings  at 
the  law  on  this  day,  whether  arrests,  pleadings,  exactions, 
sentences  of  judges,  or  executions:  except  only  such  as 
were  of  absolute  necessity  or  some  eminent  cliarity,  as  the 
manumission  of  slaves, -or  granting  them  their  freedom, 
which  was  not  forbidden,  because  it  was  an  act  of  consider- 
able charity  and  great  mercy.  This  was  the  same  respect 
as  the  old  Roman  laws  had  paid  to  ihcir  ferice  or  festivals  in 
times  of  idolatry  and  superstition.  But  as  then  the  Lord's 
day  was  of  no  account  among  the  heathen,  so  no  exemption 
was  made  in  its  favour,  but  this  was  juridical  as  well  as  any 
other,  till  Constantine  made  the  first  law  to  exempt  it.  And 
now  also  the  Christian  laws  concerning  the  observation  of 
the  Lord's  day,  which  exempted  it  from  being  juridical,  still 
admitted  of  some  exceptions,  as  the  Heathen  laws  in  relation 
to  their  ferio'  had  done  before  tliem.  The  exceptions  made 
by  the  Heathen  laws  are  particularly  specified  by  Ulpian,' 
out  of  the  edicts  of  Trajan  and  Marcus  Antoninus,  where  the 
hearing  of  all  causes  of  absolute  necessity  and  great  charity, 
and  about  all  military  affairs,  are  allowed  on  their  festivals: 
as  the  appointing  of  curators  and  guardians  to  orphans,  and 
causes  relating  to  matters  of  preservation  and  damaoe,  and 
legacies  and  trusts,  and  exhibiting  of  wills,  and  maintenance 


'  Diijest.  lib.  ii.  tit.  1-2.  dc  Feriis.  lejjr.  2.  Divus  mareus  eflecit,  do  aliis 
speciebus  prajtorein  adiri  etiam  diebus  feriaticis:    utpula  ut  tutores  aut  eu- 

ratort's  deiitur vel  rei   servanda;  causfi,   vtl  Uffatoriim,  fideive  comniis- 

soruin,  vcldaiiini  infccti :  item  de  testamentis  exhibendis:  ut  curator  ditur 
bonoriiin  ejus,  <[\n  an  hreres  extaturus  sit  incertum  est :  aut  de  alciidis  liberis, 
parenfibus,  patronis:  aut  de  adeundd  suspeetfi  hicreditate,  &c. 

Ibid.  leff.  3.  Solet  etiaui  messis  Tindeuiiaruin(|ue  tempore  jus  diei  de  re* 
bus  qua;  tempore  vel  niorte  peritunc  sunt.  .Morle.  veiuli  furli,  «Uimni,  iniurite, 
injuriaruiii  strociuui,  ([ui  de  incendio,  ruinft.  naufrasfio,  rate,  nnve  expiij^nata 
rapuisse  dicuntur.  et  si  qux  similes  sunt.  Ibid.  lej^.  ix.  Quui  ad  discipH- 
nam  militarcra  pertinent,  eliara  ferialis  diebus  peragcnda,  &c. 
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of  children,  parents,  and  patrons:  and  all  causes  wherein  a 
man  might  suffer  great  daraag-e  either  by  delay  or  by  death, 
as  in  case  of  theft,  or  great  injuries  and  losses  by  fire,  or 
shipwreck,  or  piracies,  or  any  cases  of  the  like  nature.    Now 
as  the  old  Roman   laws  exempted  the  festivals  of  the  hea- 
then from  all  juridical  business,  and  suspended  all  processes 
and  pleadings,  except  in  the  forementioned  cases :   so  Con- 
stantine  ordered  that  the  same  honour  and  respect  should  be 
paid  to  the  Lord's  day  ;  that  it  should  be  a  day  of  perfect  va- 
cation from  all  prosecutions,  and  pleadings,  and  business  of 
the  law,  except  where  any  case  of  great  necessity  or  charity 
required  a  juridical  process  and  public  transaction  :  for  such 
cases  were  always  thought  to  be  consistent  with  the  design 
of  the  rest  both  of  the  sabbath  and  the  Lord's  day,  as  our 
Lord  himself  had  interpreted  the  law  of  the  sabbath  in  many 
cases  of  beneficence  and  doing  good,  both  by  his  doctrine 
and  his  example.     Therefore  Constantine  peremptorily  for- 
bad all  his  judges  to  hear  any  causes  either  criminal  or  civil 
on  this  day,^  except  such  as  could  not  be  deferred  without 
intrenching  upon  the  rules  of  charity ;  which  sort  of  actions 
and  causes  the  law  calls  votiva,  good  offices,  such  as  the 
emancipation  or  manumission  of  slaves,  which  he  allows  anj' 
one  to  perform,  in  a  legal  manner,  on   this  day,  and  there 
should  lie   no  prohibition   against  them.      Honorius  in  like 
manner  excepts  the  causes  that  were  commenced  against 
the  navicularii,^  or  masters  of  vessels  transporting  the  pub- 
lic corn  from  Afric  to  Rome:  if  any  fraud  was  suspected  in 
them,  they  were  to  be  examined  by  torture  upon  any  festivals 
or  days  of  devotion  without  delay  or  molestation  :  because 
the  preservation  of  the  public  corn  was  a  matter  of  great 
concern  to  the  public  welfare  of  Rome,  bread  being  the  staff 


'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ii.  tit.  viii.  de  Feriis.  leg.  1.  Sicut  indignissimum  vide- 
batur,  diem  solis,  veneratione  sui  celebrem,  altercantibiis  jurgiis  et  noxiis 
partium  contentionibus  occupari,  ita  gratum  ac  jocundum  est,  eo  die  quae 
sunt  maxime  votiva  compleri :  atq  ;  ideo  eraancipandi  et  nianuinittendi  die 
festo  cuRcti  licentiam  habeant,  et  super  his  rebus  actus  non  prchibeantur. 
Vid.  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  iii.  tit.  12.  de  Feriis.  leg.  2.  *  Cod.  Th. 

lib.  xiii.  tit.  5.  de  Naviculariis,  leg.  38.     Hujusmodi  inquisitio  etiam  diebus 
feriatis  et  devotlonuni  absque  uUa  observatione  peragenda  est. 
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of  life  ;  and  therefore  inquisition  into  such  frauds  was  pro- 
per to  be  made  upon  any  day  whatsoever  without  exception. 
For  the  same  reason  Honorius  and  Theodosius  junior,  by 
nnother  law,'  ordered  prosecution  to  be  made  agtiinst  the 
Isaurian  pirates  on  any  day,  not  excepting-  Lent  or  E^ster- 
day :  lest  the  discovery  of  wicked  designs  should  be  de- 
layed, which  was  to  be  effected  only  by  putting  the  robbers 
to  the  rack  in  their  examination  ;  which  it  was  to  be  hoped 
the  great  God  would  readily  pardon,  seeing  the  preservation 
and  safety  of  many  innocent  men  was  procured  thereby. 
So  that  in  such  cases,  where  mercy  and  charity  or  the  neces- 
sities of  the  public  good  were  concerned,  all  days  were  juri- 
dical, and  actions  at  law  might  be  prosecuted  on  the  Lord's 
day  as  well  as  any  other.  But  excepting  these  particular 
cases,  the  prosecution  of  law-suits  on  this  day  was  univer- 
sally forbidden.  Valentinian  senior  prohibited  all  arrests  of 
men  for  debt,*  whether  public  or  private,  on  this  day.  For 
no  man  might  be  convened  even  by  the  exactors  of  the  pub- 
lic revenues,  under  pain  of  incurring  the  emperor's  highest 
displeasure  for  the  breach  of  his  law.  Valentinian  junior 
speaks  a  little  more  expressly  :*  "  on  Sunday,  which  our  fore- 
fathers rightly  called  the  Lord's  day,  let  all  prosecution  of 
causes,  controversial  business  and  disputes  be  wholly  laid 


'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ix.  tit.  35.  de  QuiEStionibus.  leg.  7.  Provinciaruin  judicca 
moneaiitur,  ut  in  Isaurorum  latronum  quastionibus  nullum  (luadragrssima;, 
nee  venerabilein  pascharum  diem  existimcnt  excipiendum  :  ne  ilifferatur 
sccleratorum  proditiu  coiisiliorum,  quae  per  latronum  tormenta  (jurerenda 
est ;  cum  facillime  in  hoc  summi  numinis  speratur  venia.  per  quod  muUorum 
salus  I't  incolumitas  procuratur.  *  CodTh.  lib.  viii.  tit.  8.  do 

Kxecutoribus.  leg.  1.  Die.solis,  qui  dudum  faustushabotur,  ncminem  Chris- 
tianum  ab  exactoribus  volumus  conveniri ;  contra  eos,  qui  id  facireausi sint, 
hoc  noslri  statuti  intcrdicto  periculum  .sancientes.  This  is  repeated,  Cod. 
Th.  lib.  xi.  tit.  7.  <le  ICxaclionibus.  leg.  10. 

■  Ibid.  Executor,  leg.  iii.  Solis  die,  quemdominicum  rite  dixere  niajores, 
omnium  omnino  liliuni,  negotiorum,  conventionum  quiesrat  intentio:  debilum 
publicum  privatumvc  nullus  efflagitet :  ne  a|)ud  ipsos  <[iiidenj  arbilros,  vel  in 
judiciis  fiagitatos,  vel  spoiite  dtlectos,  ulla  sit  agnitio  jurgiorum.  Et  non 
niodo  notabilis,  v<'riim  cliam  sacrilegus  judicetur,  ([ui  a  sanctie  religionis  in- 
stitulo  rituve  deflexerit.  This  law  is  also  repeated.  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xL 
tit.  7.  de  Kxactionibus.  leg.  IS. 
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aside:  let  no  one  demand  either  a  public  or  a  private  debt: 
let  there  be  no  hearing  of  causes  either  before  arbitrators 
appointed  by  Jaw,  or  voluntarily  chosen.  And  let  him  be 
accounted  not  only  infamous,  but  sacrilegious  also,  whoever 
departs  from  the  rule  and  custom  of  our  holy  religion.  And 
the  same  Valentinian,  together  with  Theodosius  the  Great, 
has  another  law,^  wherein  he  appoints  all  Sundays  in  the 
year  to  be  days  of  vacation  from  all  business  of  the  law 
whatsoever,  according  to  the  observation  of  other  festivals. 

Sect.  3. — All  secular  Business  forbidden,  except  such  as  Necessity  or  Cha- 
rity compelled  Men  to,  as  Gathering  of  their  Fruits  in  Harvest,  by  some 
Laws. 

Neither  was  it  only  business  of  the  law,  but  all  other  se- 
cular and  servile  labour  and  employments  that  were  super- 
seded on  this  day,  except  only  such  as  men  were  called  to 
by  necessity  or  some  great  charity  ;  as  earing  and  harvest, 
which  at  first  were  allowed  on  this  day,  that  men  might  not 
be  disappointed  of  their  seasons ;  and  the  visitirig  of  priso- 
ners by  the  bishops  and  judges,  which  was  so  far  from  en- 
trenching upon  the  sacred  rest  of  this  day,  that  it  was  a 
necessary  office  of  mercy  and  charity,  which  the  laws  en- 
joined them.  Eusebius,  in  the  Life  of  Constantine,*  takes 
notice  of  two  laws  made  by  him  in  relation  to  his  army, 
whom  he  obliged  to  rest  from  all  military  exercise  on  this 
day.  And  whereas  some  of  them  were  heathens,  and  some 
Christians,  by  the  first  law  he  obliged  that  part  of  his 
army,  which  were  Christians,  to  repair  with  all  diligence  to 
the  Church  of  God:  and  that  they  might  have  more  liberty 
and  leisure  to  attend  their  prayers  there, he  discharged  them 
from  all  other  business  and  employment  on  that  day.  As  to 
the  other  part  of  the  army,  which  were  still  heathens,  he 
obliged  them  by  a  second  law  to  repair  into  the  open  fields, 
and  there  having  laid  aside  their   arms,  with  one  consent 


*  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ii.  tit.  8.  de  Ferils.  leg-,  ii.  Necnon  et  dies  soils,  qui    repe- 
tito  in  se  calculo  revolvuutur,  in  eSdera  observatione  numeramus. 

See  also  to  the  same  purpose  the  law  of  Leo  and  Anthemius,  Cod.  Justin, 
lib.  iii.  cap.  12.  de  Feriis.  leg.  xi.  ^  Euseb.  Vit,  Constant,  lib,  iv. 

cap.  18,   19,  20. 

VOL.  VII.  C 
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upon  a  slg-nal  given,  with  hands  and  minds  lift  up  to  hea- 
ven, to  address  their  sujiplioations  to  God,  the  supreme 
King-  of  all.  And  for  this  end,  he  g-ave  them  a  form  of  prayer 
of  his  own  composing* ;  not  wiUing",  says  the  historian,  that 
they  should  confide  in  tlieir  spears  or  armour,  or  in  the 
streng-th  of  their  bodies,  but  acknowledge  tlie  supreme  God, 
who  is  the  author  of  all  good  things,  and  that  they  should 
think  it  their  duty  to  make  solemn  supplication  unto  him. 
Sozomen  takes  notice  of  the  same  thing,'  when  he  relates 
how  Constantine  appointed,  that  the  Lord's  day,  (which 
the  Hebrews  call  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and  the  Greeks 
dedicate  to  the  sun)  and  also  the  day  before  the  Sabbath, 
should  be  days  of  vacation  from  law  suits  and  all  other  se- 
cular business,  and  that  men  should  worship  God  on  these 
days,  with  supplication  and  prayer :  and  this  honour  he 
shewed  to  the  Lord's  day,  because  it  was  the  day  of  our 
Lord's  resurrection ;  and  to  the  other,  because  it  was  the 
day  of  his  crucifixion.  Valesius  thinks,*  that  Sozomen  was 
mistaken  in  saying,  that  Constantine  made  Friday  a  day  of 
vacation  from  juridical  business,  and  that  he  spake  rather 
according"  to  the  usag"e  of  his  own  times,  when  the  practice 
might  be  so:  but  as  to  the  Lord's  day  there  is  no  dispute: 
for  not  only  Eusebius,  but  the  law  itself,  still  extant  in  the 
Theodosian  Code,  makes  it  a  day  of  vacation  from  all  juri- 
dical actions ;  and  there  is  another  law  in  the  Justinian  Code, 
which  not  only  forbids  pleadings  at  law,  and  jutlges  keep- 
ing courts  on  this  day,  but  all  other  secular  business  in  the 
city,*  and  all  working  al  any  art  or  trade:  only  allowing- 
husbandmen  in  the  country  to  work  at  their  agriculture,  be- 
cause it  often  happens  that  no  time  is  more  seasonable  for 
sowing  corn,  or  planting  vines;  and  he  thought  it  not  rea- 
sonable to  let  the  commodious  moment  slip,  which  the  pro- 


*  Sozoni.  lib.  I.  cap.  8.  "  Vali'S.  in  Euseb.  de  Vitfi  Con- 

stant, lib.  iv.  cap.  18.  '  Cod  Justin,  lib.  iii.tit.  \->.  de  Vv- 

riis.  leg.  iii.  Oinnos  judices,  urhanocque  pU-bes,  it  cunctarum  artium  ofTu-ia 
venerabilidic  soils  quiescant.  lluri  tanien  positi  agroruin  cultunu  libcre  li- 
centerque  inserviant:  quoniani  frt(iuenter  evcnitjut  non  a|)tius  alio  die  fru- 
menta  sulcis,  aut  vincic  scrobibus  inandentur :  ne  occasioue  inomenti  pereat 
commoditas  ciclcsti  provisione  concussa. 
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vidence  of  God  put  into  their  hands.  By  a  law  of  Honorius* 
the  judges  also  were  not  only  allowed,  but  enjoined  to 
visit  the  prisons  every  Lord's  day,  and  have  the  prisoners 
broug-ht  before  them,  to  examine  whether  the  keepers  of  the 
prison  denied  them  any  office  of  humanity,  which  the  law 
allowed  them  :  and  they  were  to  grant  necessary  subsistance 
to  those  tliat  wanted  it,  allowing  the  jailor  two  or  three 
sesterces  or  deniers  a  day,  to  provide  food  for  the  poor  ;  and 
they  were  also  to  give  orders  that  the  prisoners  should  be 
carried  out  of  prison  under  a  sufficient  guard  to  bathe  or 
wash  themselves  on  this  day.  And  if  any  judges,  or  their 
officerij  under  them  acted  in  contempt  of  these  rules,  they 
were  to  be  fined  twenty  pounds  of  gold,  and  the  city  magis- 
trates three  pounds.  And  the  bishop  of  the  place  was  also 
to  contribute  his  laudible  care,  to  put  the  judges  in  mind  of 
their  duty  in  this  particular.  We  find  a  like  rule  made  in 
France  by  the  fifth  Council  of  Orleance,^  under  King  Chil- 
debert,  anno  549,  where  it  is  ordered,  that  the  archdeacon, 
or  provost  of  the  church,  should  every  Lord's  day  visit  the 
prisoners,  for  whatever  crimes  they  were  put  in  durance, 
that  the  necessities  of  those  that  lay  bound  in  prison  might 
mercifully  be  relieved,  according-  to  the  command  of  God : 
and  the  bishop  was  to  appoint  some  faithful  and  diligent 
person  to  provide  them  necessaries,  and  to  see  that  they  had 
a  competent  sustenance  out  of  the  Church.  This  was  an 
act  of  great  mercy,  and  therefore  justly  excepted  from  the 

*  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ix.  tit.  iii.de  CustodiS  eorum.  leg-,  vii.  judices  omnibus 
doaiinlcis  diebus  productos  reos  et  custodiS.  carcerali  videant,  inte  rrogcnt 
ne  his  humanitas  clausis  per  corruptos  caiceruni  custodes  deuegetur :  victua- 
lem  substantiam  non  habentibus  faciaut  ministrari,  libellis  duobus  aut  tribus 
diurnis,  vel  quod  jestimaverint,  commeiitariensi  decretis,  quorum  surnptibus 
proficiant  alimonise  pauperum,  quos  ad  lavacrum  sub  fida  custodia  duci  opor- 
tet:  mulcta  judicibug  viginti  librarum  ami,  et  officiis  eorum  ejusdem  pouderis 
constituta  ;  ordinibusquoque  triuni  librarum  auri  mulcts  propositi,  si  saluber- 
rime  statuta  contempseriut.  Nee  deeril  Antistitum  Christianse  religionis  eura 
laudabilis,  quae  ad  observationem  constituti  judicis  banc  ingerat  moiiiti- 
onem.  ^  Con.  Aurelian.  v.  can.  20.     Qui  pro  qui- 

buscunque  culpis  in  earceribus  deputantur,  ab  archidiacono  seua  prajposito 
ecclesise  diebus  singulis  dominicis  requirantur,  ut  necessitas  vinctorum  secun- 
dum prseceptum  divinum  misericorditer  subleyetur;  atque  a  pontifice,  insli- 
tutafideli  etdiligenti  personS,  qui  necessariaprovldeat,  competens  victusds 
doQO  ecclesiae  tribuatur. 

c  2 
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common  works  and  employments  that  were  forbidden  on  the 
Lortl's  (lay.  However,  iii  the  Justinian  Code,'  this  work  is 
transferred  from  the  Lord's  day  to  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 
\>hieh  were  days  also  of  Church  assembhes,  but  not  so 
strictly  observed  as  the  Lord's  Day.  And  by  other  laws* 
that  liberty,  v  hieh  Constanline  granted  to  countrymen  to 
follow  their  works  of  husbandry  on  the  Lord's  day,  was  in 
a  ij-reat  measure  restrained.  Private  writers,  and  the  Canons 
of  the  Church,  also  run  against  it.  Irenaius,  expounding" 
the  law  of  the  Sabbath,  thus  expresses  his  sense  of  it : 
though  the  law  did  not  forbid  those  that  were  hungry  to 
take  meat,  and  eat  of  such  things  as  were  next  at  hand  ;  yet 
metere  el  colliijere  in  horreuyn  vetabat,^  it  did  forbid  men  to 
reap,  iind  carry  into  barns.  Exod.  xxxiv.  2L  "  Six  days  thou 
shalt  work,  but  on  the  seventh  day  thou  shalt  rest:  in  ear- 
ing time  and  harvest  thou  shalt  rest."  Tertullian  in  like 
manner  says,  the  law  of  the  Sabbath  forbids  all  human 
works,  but  not  divine.  Consequently  it  forbids  all  those 
works,*  which  are  enjoined  on  the  si.x  days,  namely,  their 
own  works,  that  is,  human  works,  or  works  of  their 
daily  vocation.  But  such  a  work,  as  the  Levites'  carrying 
about  the  ark  on  the  Sabbath,  was  no  human  or  common 
work,  but  sacred  and  divine  by  God's  express  command. 
St.  Austin,  or  whoever  was  the  author  of  the  Sermons  de 
Tempore,^  says,  tlie  apostles  transferred  the  observation  of 
the  Sabbath  to  the  Lord's  day,  and  therefore  from  the  even- 
ing of  the  Sabbath  to  the  evening  of  the  Lord's  tlay,  men 
ought  to  abstain  from  all  country  work  and  secular  business, 
and  only  attend  divine  service.  Some  think  this  homily  is 
one  of  Ca^sarius  Arelatensis,  a   French   Bishop,  which    is 


'  Cod.  Just.  Ill),  ix.  tit. 4.  de  Custodid  reonim.  Ici;.  \ii. 
'  Li'O.  Ni)vel.3l.     Neque  agricoliB,  neque  quiquain  alii  in  illo  die  illicitum 
opus  aiffjrcdianlur.  '  Irni.  lib.  iv.  cap.  "it). 

*  Tertul.  coiit.  Marcion.  lib.  ii.  cap.  21.  Coiisci^uiMis  tst,  «it  ca  opera  sab- 
baloauffrrft,  qux  sc.v  diubus  supra  indixfrat,  tua  scilici-t,  id  est,  luiiiiana  et 
quolidiana.  Arcaiu  vito  circuiiiferre,  nc(|ui>  (|tioti(iiaiiiiiu  vidi-ii  potest,  hoc 
huiiiaiitiin,  Ac.  *  Ausf.  lloiii.  'i.")l.  de  Tfiiiporc.  toiii.  x. 

p.  .307.     A  vt'sprrfl  <ii<'i  sabbali  us(]uc  ad    vt'spiraiii  dici  il«>miiiici  svtjuebtiati 

iiirali  opi-rt'ft  ab  omiii  ni'H;olio,  boli  diviiio  ciillui  vacenius. 
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very  probable :  for  the  French  Councils  about  his  time  are 
very  express  in  forbidding-  works  of  husbandry  on  the  Lord's 
day.  The  third  Council  of  Orleance  distinguishes  between 
the  Jewish  and  Christian  way  of  observing  the  Lord's  day : 
for  whereas  some  people  were  persuaded,'  that  it  was  un- 
lawful to  travel  on  the  Lord's  day,  either  with  horses,  or 
oxen,  or  chariots,  or  to  dress  any  victuals,  or  to  do  any  thing- 
pertaining"  to  cleanliness  of  house  or  man :  which  came 
nearer  the  Jewish,  than  the  Christian  observation:  they 
therefore  decreed,  that  all  things  might  lawfully  be  done 
that  were  used  to  be  done  before.  But  however  men  ouofht 
to  abstain  from  all  country  work,  as  husbandry,  dressing- 
of  vineyards,  reaping  and  mowing-,  and  threshing-,  that  they 
may  have  more  liberty  to  come  to  church,  and  offer  up  their 
prayers  to  God.  So  likewise  the  Council  of  Auxerre:^  it  is 
not  lawful  on  the  Lord's  day  to  yoke  oxen,  or  do  any  works 
of  the  like  nature.  And  the  second  Council  of  Mascon  ;^ 
let  no  one  on  this  day  prosecute  a  law-suit,  no  lawyer  plead 
any  causes,  no  one  puthimself  under  the  necessity  of  yoking- 
his  oxen.  But  be  ye  all  intent  and  ready  both  in  body  and 
mind  to  sing  hymns  and  praises  to  God.  If  any  one  con- 
temn this  admonition,  he  shall  be  punished  according  to  the 
quality  of  his  offence.  If  he  be  a  lawyer  he  shall  lose  his 
privilege  of  pleading;  if  he  be  a  countryman  or  slave,  he 
shall  be  severely  beaten  with  rods  ;  if  a  clergyman  or  monk, 
he  shall  be  six  months  suspended  from  the  communion  of 
his  brethren.     There  are  a  great   many  other  French  and 


•  Con.  Aurel.  iii.  can.  27.  Quia  persuasuni  est  populis,  die  dominico  cuin 
caballis  et  bobus  etvehiculis  itinerare  non  debere,  neque  ullamrein  ad  victura 
preeparare,  vel  ad  nitoretn  doinus  vel  horainis  pertinentem  nullatenus  exer- 
ceie:quEe  res  quia  ad  Judseam  raagis,quaraadobservantiam  christianamper- 
tinere  probatur;  idstatuimus,  die  dominico,  quod  ante  fieri  licuit,  licere.  De 
operetamen  rurali,  id  est,  agriculture,  vel  vineft,  vel  sectione,  vel  messione, 
vel  excussione,  vel  execta.  sepe  ceiisuimus  abstinendum,  quo  facilius  ad  ecclc- 
siam  venientes,  orationis  gratia  vacent.  *  Con.  Antis 

siodor.  can.  xvi.     Non  licet  Die  Dominico  boves  jungere,  vel  alia  opera  ex- 
ercere.  ^  Con.  Matiscon.  ii.  can.  1.     Nullus  vestrQmlitium 

fomitibus  vacet:  nulluscausarum  actiones  exerceat:  nemo  sibi  talem  necessi- 
tatera  exhibeat,  quae  jugum  cervicibus  jumentorum  imponere  cogat,  &c. 
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Spanish  Councils  to  the  time  of  Charles  tlic  Great,'  that  liavc 
Canons  prohibiting-  the  same  thing :  wliieh  shew,  that  the 
liberty,  indulged  by  Constantine  of  working  at  husbandry  on 
the  Lord's  dav,  \vas  never  well  approved  by  the  Church  : 
but  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  restrain  men  from  the  use  of  that 
first  liberty,  which  the  law  had  granted  them,  and  therefore 
they  continued  to  enjoy  the  indulgence,  Avhieh  had  so  plau- 
sible a  pretence  ;  and  in  many  places  the  evil  increased  ; 
for  some  kept  courts,  and  pleaded  causes,  and  kept  fairs  and 
markets,  and  traded  on  this  day  as  well  as  any  other,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  several  complaints  made  against  these  things 
in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Great,  who  endeavoured  among 
other  things  to  correct  these  abuses  in  his  reformation. 

But  the  Church  did  not  only  oppose  the  profaners  of  the 
Lord's  day,  but  all  such  as  with  a  pharisaical  superstition 
on  the  other  hand  pretended  to  carry  the  observation  of  it 
to  an  unreasonable  rigour  and  strictness  in  abstaining  from 
all  bodily  labour.  The  Dosltheans  among  the  Jews  are 
noted  by  Origen,^  as  putting  a  ridiculous  sense  upon  the  law 
of  Moses,  which  said,  "  Abide  ye  every  man  in  his  place  ; 
let  no  man  go  out  of  his  place  on  the  seventh  day."  This 
they  interpreted  so  literally  and  rigorously,  as  that  whatever 
habit,  place,  or  posture  a  man  was  found  in  on  the  sabV)ath 
day,  he  was  to  continue  in  it  till  the  evening:  that  is,  if  he 
was  found  sitting,  he  must  sit  still  all  the  day  ;  or  if  lying 
down,  he  must  lie  all  the  day.  The  Jewish  rabbins  were  ns 
ridiculous  in  their  confutation  of  this  dream  of  Dositheus  ; 
for  they  pretended  to  say,  out  of  some  fabulous  and  frivo- 
lous traditions,  that  every  man's  place  was  the  space  of  two 
thousand  cubits  round  him;  and,  therefore,  he  that  travelled 


'  Vid.  Con.  Tolet.  11.  ran.  9.  &  Prfficeptiun  Guntranni  Re^is,  a<l  oalcem 
Concilii.  Cun.  Arolatcn.  3.  ran.  10.  Con.  Cabiloncn.  2.  ran.  IS.  Con.  Mo- 
guntin.  sub  Carolo  M.  can.  37.  Con.  Tconi^n,  sub  eodcm.  can.  W).  Con. 
il lumens,  can.  S.'i.  "  Orig.   Utpi  apx^^*'-  I'b.  iv.  cap.  2.  p.  7t3. 

Alii,  t'X  (|uibus  (lositheas  samaritanus ridiculosiiis  alitiuid  stiitunnt,  quia 

linus(|uis(|ut'  <ju()  habitu,  (|uo  loco,  qufl  positionc  in  die  Sabbati  fncrit  invi-n- 
lus,  ita  us()ue  ad  Tcsperani  dcbcal  pcrniaiu'rc,  id  «'st,  \v\  si  scdens,  ul  scdcat 
totfi  die.  V'el  si  jacenii,  ul  tolfi  die  Jaceat.  This  is  repealed  in  Ori|fen'» 
Hhiiocalla,  cap.  i.  p.  l*. 


CHAP.  II.]  CHRISTIAN   CHURCH.  23 

no  further,  was  not  reputed  to  move  out  of  his  place.^  They 
were  no  less  ridiculous  in  interpreting-  those  other  laws 
ag-ainst  working'  and  bearing"  burdens  on  the  Sabbath  day. 
They  said,^  if  a  man  had  nails  in  his  shoes,  it  was  reputed  a 
burden ;  but  if  he  had  no  nails,  it  was  no  burden.  If  he 
carried  any  thing-  upon  one  shoulder,  it  was  a  burden  ;  but 
if  upon  both  shoulders,  it  was  none.  And  some  of  them 
were  so  superstitious,  as  if  their  lives  lay  at  stake,  they 
would  not  move  a  fing-er  to  help  themselves,  for  fear  they 
should  be  thought  to  break  the  Sabbath  by  working-.  Sy- 
nesius  gives  a  famous  instance  of  this  in  a  certain  Jewish 
pilot,  who  was  steering-  a  ship  in  a  violent  tempest  :^  he  la- 
boured hard  till  the  Sabbath  came  on,  but  then  he  letgo  the 
helm,  and  left  the  ship  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  sea ; 
and  though  a  soldier  threatened  him  with  present  death,  un- 
less he  would  resume  his  labour,  yet  he  refused,  and  like  a 
true  Maccabee,  was  ready  to  sacrifice  his  life  to  his  super- 
stition. But  afterwards,  upon  second  thoughts,  about  mid- 
night he  betook  himself  to  his  post,  saying,  now  the  law 
allows  it,  because  we  run  the  hazard  of  our  lives.  Synesius 
elegantly  calls  him  a  Maccabee  for  his  first  resolution,  be- 
cause a  thousand  of  the  Maccabees  suffered  themselves  to 
be  cut  in  pieces  by  their  enemies,  rather  than  they  would 
take  the  sword  in  hand  to  fight,  or  do  any  thing  to  defend 
themselves  on  the  Sabbath  day  ;  which  made  Mattathias  and 
his  friends  decree,  that  whoever  should  come  to  make  battle 
with  them  on  the  Sabbath  day,  they  would  fight  against  him, 
and  not  die  all,  as  their  brethren  that  were  murdered  in  the 
secret  places,  1  Mac,  ii.  41.  And  the  Jewish  pilot  wisely 
bethought  himself  in  time  of  this  example,  and  so  saved  the 
ship  at  last  by  working  on  the  Sabbath.     Josephus  says,* 


'  Orig.  lib.  iv.  cap.  2.  p.  743.  Fabulas  autem  manes  et  frivolas  commen- 
tantur,  ex  nescio  quibus  traditionibus  proferentes  de  sabbato,  dicentes,  uni- 
cuique  locum  suum  reputari  intra  duo  millia  ulnarura.  ^  Orig. 

ibid.     Ad  fabulas  devoluti  sunt  judseorum  doctores,  dicentes,  non  reputari 
onus,  si  calceamenta  quis  habeat  sine  clavis;  onus  vero  esse,  si  quiscaligu- 
las  cum  clavis  habuerit.     Et  si  quideni  super  unum  humerum  aliquid  porta- 
verit,  onus  judicant ;  si  vero  supra  utrumque,  negabunt  esse  onus. 
»  Synes.  Ep.  4..  ad  Euoptium.  *  Joseph.  Antiq.  lib.  xiv.  8. 
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this  decree  of  Mattatliias  was  observed  by  the  Jews  in  part: 
for  if  they  were  in  present  dang-er  of  their  lives,  they  would 
fig-ht  on  the  Sabbath ;  but  if  the  enemy  only  made  prepara- 
tion for  an  assault  the  next  day,  and  did  not  actually  assault 
them  on  the  Sabbath,  they  would  do  nothing-  to  oppose 
them  on  that  day.  And  this  g-ave  occasion  to  Pompey  first, 
and  to  Titus  afterward  to  overcome  them.  The  Essenes 
were  yet  more  rig-orous  ;  for  they  would  not  kindle  a  fire, 
nor  move  a  vessel  out  of  its  place  on  the  Sabbath  day.  And 
the  Dositheans  exceeded  all  the  rest,  as  we  have  heard  be- 
fore, in  superstitious  madness.  The  Christians,  therefore, 
in  opposition  to  these  furies,  were  careful  to  observe  a  just 
medium  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  day,  neither  to  in- 
dulge themselves  the  liberty  of  unnecessary  works  on  this 
day,  nor  wholly  to  abstain  from  working,  if  a  great  occasion 
required  it.  The  Council  of  Laodi^^ea  thus  determines  the 
matter,*  in  settling-  the  observation  both  of  the  Sabbath  and 
the  Lord's  day,  between  which  they  put  this  difference, — 
that  Christians  should  not  judaize,  or  rest  from  bodily  la- 
bour on  the  Sabbath,  but  work  on  that  day  (that  is,  so  far 
as  divine  service  would  permit)  ;  but  they  were  to  give  pre- 
ference in  this  respect  to  the  Lord's  day,  and  to  rest,  if  pos- 
sible, and  abstain  from  working.  But  if  any  were  found  to 
judaize,  they  were  to  be  anathematized  as  great  transgres- 
sors. Balzamon  and  Zonaras  upon  this  Canon  very  well 
observe,  that  the  words  Uye  ^vvaivro,  if  possible,  suppose 
some  special  cases  that  may  dispense  with  men's  working 
on  the  Lord's  day,  as  extreme  poverty  and  want,  to  which 
may  bo  added  all  other  cases  of  necessity,  as  fighting  to 
preserve  men's  lives  against  an  enemy,  toiling  at  the  helm 
and  oar  to  escape  the  violence  of  a  tempest,  travelling  to 
church  for  the  service  of  God,  dressing  of  food  for  the  life 
of  man,  labouring  to  deliver  a  man  or  beast  in  manifest  dan- 
ger of  death,  and  any  the  like  cases,  which  arc  all  so  reason- 


'  Con.  T.aoHlc.  can.  20.  'On  h  «!?t  xp«'?««*'«C  iHt^di's"*',  ^  iv  tw  ffajifi/trtit 
X»Xd^«v,  dXXrt  IpynUvOai  nvrot'C  IvTyc  avry  Vfilfi(,i.  ri/i'  (^t  Ki'pinKyi-Trfwri- 
ftiovTn:,  hyt  fi'i'iiipTi)^,  \o\iii^iiu  wf  XfUTinroi.  ti  li  h'piOiuv  IfcaiVdi, 
irwaav  nvaOifta  napa  Xpirtf)^. 
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able,  that  the  greatest  adversaries  of  our  Saviour,  when  her 
proposed  some  such  cases,  could  not  but  own  the  justness 
of  his  proceedings.  And  from  his  example  the  Christian 
Church  took  her  measures,  in  stating  the  exceptions  that 
were  proper  to  be  made  to  the  law  about  working  on  the 
Lord's  day,  in  contradistinction  to  the  perverse  way  of  ob- 
servino-  the  Jewish  Sabbath. 


Sect.  4. — No  public  Games,  or  Shews,  or  ludicrous  Recreations  allowed  on 

this  Day. 

Another  thing,  which  the  Christian  laws  took  care  of,  to 
secure  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Lord's  day,  was,  that 
no  ludicrous  sports,  or  games,  or  recreations,  however  al- 
lowable at  other  times,  should  be  followed  or  frequented  on 
this  day.  There  are  two  famous  laws  of  Theodosius  senior, 
and  his  grandson,  Theodosius  junior,  to  this  purpose  in  the 
Theodosian  code.  The  first  peremptorily  forbids  any  one, 
who  either  by  his  office  or  otherwise  had  any  concern  in  ex- 
hibiting the  public  games  to  the  people,  to  gratify  them  with 
any  thing  of  this  kind  on  the  Lord's  day,^  whether  it  were 
a  gymnastical  exercise  of  gladiators  in  the  theatre,  or  a 
stage  play,  or  an  horse-race  in  the  circus,  or  an  hunting  and 
fighting  of  wild  beasts,  lest  the  worship  of  God  should  be 
disturbed  and  confounded  with  any  such  entertainments  as 
these.  And  the  other  extends  the  prohibition  of  these 
pleasures,^  as  well  to  the  festival  of  Christ's  Nativity,  and 
Epiphany,  and  Easter,  and  Pentecost,  as  to  the  Lord's  day  ; 
and  equally  enjoins  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  over  all  the 
world  so  far  to  shew  a  respect  to  these  days,  as  to  know 
how  to  make  a  distinction  between  times  of  supplication 
and  times  of  pleasure.     Nor   should   it  be  any  excuse  for 

*  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xv.  de  Spectaculis.  tit.  5.  leg.  2.  NuUus  solis  die  populo 
spectacula  przebeat,  nee  divinam  venerationem  confecta  solemnitate  confuu- 
dat.  2  Ibid.  leg.  5.     Dominico  (qui  septimanae  totius  primus  est 

dies)  et  natale,  atque  Epiphaniorum  Christi,  paschaj  etiani  etquinqnagcsiiuae 

diebus orani  theatrorum  atque  circensiuin  voluptate  per  universas  urbes 

earundem  populis  denegatfi,  totiE  Christianorum  meiites  Dei  cultibus  occu- 
pantur,  &c. 


20  THE    ANTIQUITIES    OP   THE  [BOOK    XX. 

any  one  to  plead,  he  exhibited  such  diversions  to  the  people 
in  honour  of  the  Emperor's  birth  day,  which  mig'ht  happen 
to  fall  in  with  some  of  these  seasons:  for  they  were  given 
to  understand,  that  no  greater  honour  could  be  paid  to  his 
Imperial  Majesty  on  earth,  than  to  have  a  just  respect  and 
veneration  shewn  to  the  Majesty  of  Almig-hty  God  in  Hea 
ven.  A  like  order  was  made  by  Leo  and  Anthemius,  that 
iio  stage  play,  nor  games  of  the  circus,  nor  hunting  of  wild 
beasts  should  be  performed  on  this  day.*  And  if  it  so  hap- 
pened that  any  of  the  Emperors'  birth  days  fell  upon  the 
Lord's  day,  the  observation  of  their  birth  day  should  be 
put  off  to  another  day.  And  whoever  transgressed  this 
order,  either  by  exhibiting  these  games,  or  by  being  present 
at  them  as  a  spectator  only,  if  he  were  a  military  man,  he 
should  forfeit  his  office ;  if  a  private  man,  be  liable  to  con- 
fiscation of  all  his  goods.  And  the  same  penalty  is  imposed 
on  all  judges,  advocates,  and  apparitors,  that  protended  to 
prosecute  any  business  of  the  law  upon  this  day.  The 
Church  was  no  less  careful  to  guard  the  service  of  this  day 
from  the  encroachment  of  all  vain  pastimes  and  needless 
recreations.  The  Jews,  though  they  would  not  work  on 
their  Sabbath,  yet  made  no  scruple  to  spend  it  in  idleness, 
or  worse  exercises  than  any  innocent  bodily  labour,  as  danc- 
ing, and  revelling,  and  other  unlawful  pleasures;  against 
which  the  Ancients  often  inveigh,  and  endeavour  to  dissuade 
their  people  from  following  so  bad  an  example.  The  Jews 
in  our  time,  says  St.  Austin,^  celebrate  their  Sabbath  in  a 
sort  of  rest,  which  is  nothing*  but  a  corporal  laziness,  lan- 
guid, vain,  and  luxurious.  For  they  rest  only  for  trifling 
vanities  ;  and  when  God  commands  them  to  observe  the 
Sabbath,  they  exercise  the  Sabbath  in  those  things,  which 
God  forbids.     Our  rest  is  from  evil  works,  their  rest  is  from 


'  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  lii.  tit  12.  de  Feriis.  leg.  1 1.  Nihil  eodt-m  die  vindicet 
fiibi  sccna  tiiiatralis,  aiit  circensc  ccrlnmon,  aut  feraium  laciirymosa  spccla- 
cula.  Et  si  ill  nostrum  ortuni  aut  nalali'iii  cclehranda  solonnitas  incidorit, 
differatur,  &c.  "  Aug.  in  Psal.  xci.  t.  8.  p.  417.     Sabbatuni  in 

pra;scnli  tempore  otio  cpiodam  corporaliler  languido  et    fluxo   et  luxurioso 

celebrant  Judai.  Vacant  enim  ad  nugas V^acalio  nostra  a  malis  operibus, 

Tacatio  illorum  a  bonis  operibus  eat.  Melius  e(.t  enim  arare,  quam  sultare,  &c. 
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g-ood  works.  For  it  is  better  to  go  to  ploug-hing-,  than  as 
the}^  do,  to  dancing-.  They  rest  from  good  works,  but  rest 
not  from  works  of  vanity  and  trifling.  So  in  another  place,* 
a  Jew  would  do  better  to  work  in  his  field  at  some  useful 
labour,  than  spend  his  time  at  the  theatre  in  a  seditious 
manner.  And  their  women  had  much  better  spin  on  the 
Sabbath,  than  spend  the  whole  day  on  their  new  moons  in  im- 
modest dancing.  Therefore  God  commands  thee  to  observe 
the  Sabbath  spiritually,  not  as  the  Jews  do,  in  carnal  rest, 
to  satisfy  their  vanity  and  luxury.  Prudentius  brings  the 
same  charge  against  the  Jews,^  objecting  to  them  their  mis- 
employing the  Sabbath  in  lascivious  dancing.  And  Ruffin* 
on  those  words  of  Hosea,  ii.  11.  "1  will  cause  all  her  mirth 
to  cease,  her  feast-days,  her  new  moons,  and  her  Sabbaths, 
and  all  her  solemn  feasts,"  says,  "  These  were  the  feasts^ 
in  which  the  whole  nation  spent  their  time  in  dancing,  sing- 
ing, and  lascivious  banquetings."  St.  Chrysostom  also 
objects  it  to  them,*  that  when  they  were  delivered  from  se- 
cular cares,  they  had  no  regard  to  spiritual  things,  sobriety^ 
modesty,  and  hearing  the  Word  of  God,  but  did  all 
things  contrary,  serving  their  belly,  indulging  drunkenness, 
stuffing  themselves  with  meat  and  delicacies,  and  spending 
their  time  in  banquetings  and  pleasures.  This  was  their  way 
of  keeping  the  Sabbaths,  which  St.  Chrysostom,  following 
the  Septuagint,  Amos  vi.  3.  calls  <Ta/3/3ara  -ipivdrj,  "  False 
Sabbaths,  when  they  lay  upon  beds  of  ivory,  and  stretched 
themselves  upon  their  couches,  and  eat  the  lambs  out  of  the 
flock,  and  the  calves  out  of  the  midst  of  the  stall ;  chanting 
to  the  sound  of  the  viol,  and  inventing  to  themselves  in- 
struments of  music,  like  David ;  drinking  wine  in  bowls, 
and  anointing  themselves  with  the  chief  ointment,  but  were 
not  grieved  for  the  affliction  of  Joseph."  Which  agree* 
with  the  character,  which  another  prophet  gives  of  them  r 
*'  The  harp  and  the  viol,  the  tabret  and  pipe,  and  wine  are 

'  Id.  de  Decern  Chordis.  cap.  iii.  t.  9.  p.  269.  *  Prudent.. 

Apotheosis.  Ters.  421.     Lascivire  choris,  &c.  '  RuflSn.  in  Hos, 

2.  11.  Posuit  nomina  feriarum,  in  quibus  plurlinum  laetabatur,  cum  tota  re- 
gio  choreis,  canticis,  epulisque  lasciviret.  *  Chrys.  Hom.  1, 

de  Lazaro.  t.  6.  p.  32, 
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in  their  feasts  !  but  they  reg-ard  not  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
nor  consider  the  operation  of  his  hands."  Isa.  v.  12.  Theo- 
doret  in  like  manner  relieets  upon  their  abuse  of  the  sab- 
batical rest  in  lascivious  dancing.'  And  again  on  the  effe- 
minacy and  luxury,-  wherein  they  indulged  themselves  on 
this  day.  Upon  which  account  both  he^  and  Cyril  of  Alex- 
andria* apply  to  them  the  forementioned  words  of  Amos, 
and  charge  them  with  keeping  false  Sabbaths.  Their  luxury 
and  bancpieling  on  this  day  was  become  so  extravagant  and 
infamous,  that  it  was  noted  even  to  a  proverb.  Cotelerius^ 
thinks  the  phrase,  luxus  Sabbatarius,  in  Sidonius  Apollina- 
rius,*'  has  reference  to  this  ;  though  Savaro  interprets  it  as 
spoken  of  Theodorick  and  his  Arian  Goths  keeping  Satur- 
day as  a  feast,  in  opposition  to  the  Roman  Church,  who 
made  it  a  weekly  fast,  as  we  shall  see  more  in  the  next 
chapter.  The  Heathens  indeed  had  a  quite  contrary  notion 
of  the  Jews  ;  for  they  thought  ihey  fasted  on  their  Sabbath, 
which  was  a  vulgar  mistake  in  them,  arising  merely  from  a 
misapprehension  of  their  laws  and  practice:  for  because 
they  kindled  no  fires,  nor  dressed  any  meat  on  the  Sabbath, 
they  wrongfully  concluded  that  they  spent  the  day  in  fast- 
ing. Whereas,  the  Christian  writers,  who  better  understood 
their  practice,  charge  them  every  wliere  with  making  it  a 
day  of  rioting,  and  drunkenness,  and  excess  of  unlawful 
pleasures  ;  and  as  such  they  earnestly  caution  those  of  their 
own  religion  against  imitating  the  Jews  in  such  perverse 
and  abominable  corruptions  of  the  law,  by  turning  a  day  of 
spiritual  rest  into  a  day  of  carnal  pleasure. 

But  beside  the  example  of  the  Jews,  Christians  were 
under  another  temptation  from  tlie  practice  of  the  Gentiles. 
Therefore  the  fourth  Council  of  Carthage  made  a  decree, 
that  if  any  one  forsook  the  solemn  assembly  of  the  Church 
on  the  Lord's  day,  to  go  to  a  public  shew,^  he   shoultl  be 


'  Thtod.  Quirst.  .3-2.  in  Lovil.  «  Id.  in  Phil.  iii.  IS). 

*  Tlipodor.  in  Amos,  vi.  3.  *  Cyril,  in  Amos,  vi.3. 

*  Cotclcr.  in  Psiudo-IgnBt.  Kp.  nd  Mnf^nt's.  n.  9.  «  Sidon. 
lib.  i.cp.'i.  '  Con.  <'iirlh.  iv.  ran.  8S.  Qui  die  solcnni.  pra-'lcr- 
niisso  solcnni  rcclcsi:r  convrntii.  ad  spfcliuiila  Viidif,  cxconiiniiuifi'lur. 
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excommunicated.  St.  Chrysostom  threatens  the  same  pu- 
nishment," copiously  declaiming-  against  the  public  games, 
as  the  conventions  of  Satan.  The  African  fathers,  in  one  of 
their  general  synods,^  petitioned  the  Emperor  Honorius,  that 
the  spectacles  both  of  the  theatre  and  other  games  might 
be  wholly  omitted  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  all  other  noted 
festivals  of  the  Christian  religion,  because  they  had  found 
by  sad  experience,  that  even  upon  the  Sunday,  called  the 
Octaves  of  Easter,  the  people  met  more  at  the  horse-races 
in  the  circus,  than  at  Church :  and  therefore  they  thought, 
if  any  such  days  as  were  devoted  to  these  pleasures,  as  the 
Emperor's  birth-days,  or  the  like,  happened  to  fall  upon  a 
Sunday,  it  ought  to  be  transferred  to  some  other  day  ;  and 
no  heathen  should  have  power  to  compel  a  Christian  to  be 
a  spectator  of  them  upon  any  occasion.  For  by  the  eccle- 
siastical law  these  sorts  of  diversions  were  universally  for- 
bidden to  all  Christians,^  for  the  extravagances  and  blasphe- 
mies that  were  committed  in  them.  What  care  was  taken 
by  Honorius  to  satisfy  these  demands,  and  remedy  the 
abuses  here  complained  of,  appears  not  from  any  law  of  his 
in  either  of  the  codes,  but  rather  that  he  refused  to  comply 
with  their  request  to  prohibit  the  games  and  shews  upon 
any  other  festivals  beside  the  Lord's  day,  which  had  been 
prohibited  before.  For  by  one  of  his  laws,*  An.  399,  he 
granted  licence  to  the  people  to  solemnize  and  frequent 
their  usual  games  and  diversions  on  any  public  days  of  re- 
joicing, only  forbidding  sacrifice  and  other  superstitious  rites 


1  Chrys.  Horn.  6.  in  Gen.  t.  2,  p.  53.  *  Cod.  Can.  Afr.  c.  61.  & 

Con.  Vulgo  dictum  Africanum,  can.  28.  Nee  non  et  illud  petendum,  ut  spec- 
tacula  theatroruin  caeterorumque  ludorum,  die  dominica  vel  cseteris  religionis 
Christianaj  diebus  celebeniuiis  amoveantur:  niaxiiue,  quia  sancti  pascha; 
octavarum  die  populi  ad  circum  magis,  quam  ad  ecclesiain  conveniunt :  et 
debere  transferri  devotionis  eorum  dies,  si  quando  occurrerint :  nee  oportere 
etiam  quenquam  Christlanorum  eogi  ad  hsec  spectaeula. 
^  Con.  Carth.  iii.  can.  U.  *  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xvi.  tit.  10.  de  Paganis. 

leg.  17.  Ut  profanos  ritus  jam  salubri  lege  subinovimus,  ita  festos  eonven- 
tus  clvium,  et  coniniuneni  omnium  la;litiam  non  patimur  submoveri.  Unde 
absque  ulia  superstitione  damnabili,  exhibere  populo  voluptatt«s,  secundum 
veterem  consuetudinem:  inire  etiam  festa  convivia,  si  quando  exigunt  pub- 
lica  vota,  decerninius. 
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of  the  lieathen.  But  not  lontr  after,  Thcodosius  junior  pub- 
lished that  famous  law  called  Dominico,'  wherein  he  not 
only  restrained  the  people  from  celebrating-  their  g-ames  on 
the  Lord's  day,  but  on  all  other  solemn  festivals,  Christmas, 
Epiphany,  Easter,  and  Pentecost,  and  obli<^ed  both  Jews 
and  Gentiles  over  all  the  world  to  shew  a  respect  to  these 
days,  bv  putting-  a  distinction  between  days  of  supplication 
and  days  of  pleasure.  And  this  became  the  standing  law 
of  the  Roman  empire. 


Sect.  5. — All  Fastiug  prohibited  on  this  Day,  even  in  the  Time  of  Lent. 

But  we  are  here  to  note,  that  such  recreations  and  relax- 
ations or  refreshments,  as  contributed  only  to  the  preserva- 
tion or  convenience  of  the  life  of  man,  or  had  any  tendency 
to  promote  the  performance  of  divine  worship  with  g-reater 
decency  or  perfection,  were  no  ways  comprehended  in  this 
prohibition  of  recreations  and  diversions  on  the  Lord's  day. 
Therefore  thoug-h  the  Ancient  Church  was  very  strict  in  ob- 
serving- her  stated  and  solemn  fasts,  yet  she  never  allowed 
any  fast  to  beheld  on  the  Lord's  day,  no  not  even  in  Lent,  out 
of  which  the  Sabbath  and  Lord's  day  were  generally  ex- 
cepted, and  made  days  of  common  recreation  and  refresh- 
ment. Tertullian  says  in  general,^  that  they  counted  it  a 
•crime  to  fast  on  the  Lord's  day.  And  he  remarks  in  parti- 
■cular  concerning-  the  Montanists,^  that  thoug-h  they  were 
more  rig-id  than  others  in  observing-  their  fasts,  yet  they 
omitted  every  SabV)ath  and  Lord's  day  throughout  the 
year.  St.  Ambrose  says,*  they  fasted  not  even  in  Lent 
«ither  on  the  Sabbath  or  the  Lord's  Day:  but  condemned 
the  Manichet's  particularly  for  fasting-  on  the  Lord's  day,  as 
in  ellect  denying-  the  Lord's  resurrection  ;'  which  is  also 
noted  by  St.  Austin  f  and  Pope  Leo' condemns  the  Priscil- 


•  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xv.  tit.  l.').  de  Spcctacul.  leg.  v.  cited  before  in  this  section. 
"  Tcrlul.  di'  Coron.  Mil.  cnp.  iii.  •  Id  de 

Jejiin.  cap.  xv.  *   Aiiibros.  dc  Kliaet  Jpjun.  cap.  x. 

*  Id.  ICp.sa.  «  Aug.  Ep.  SO.adCasulun.  '  Leo.  Ep. 

93.  ad  Turbium.  cap.  iv. 
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lianists  for  the  same  practice.  The  fourth  Council  of  Car- 
thage reckons  him  no  Catholic,'  that  fasts  upon  this  day. 
The  first  Council  of  Braga  particularly  anathematizes  the 
Cerdonians,  Marcionites,  PrisciUianists,  and  Manichees,  for 
their  perverseness  in  this  particular.^  And  there  are  more 
general  anathemas  in  the  Apostolical  Canons,^and  the  Coun- 
cil of  Gangra,*  and  the  Council  of  Saragossa  and  Agde,* 
and  the  Council  of  TruUo,^  against  all  that  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever  presumed  to  make  the  Lord's  day  a  fasting 
day;  which  was  not  allowed  to  those,  who  led  an  ascetic  life, 
without  suspicion  of  some  perverse  and  heterodox  opinion. 
Whence  Epiphanius  observes,''^  that  the  true  ascetics  of  the 
Church  never  fasted  on  the  Lord's  day,  no  not  in  Lent,  be- 
cause it  was  against  the  custom  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
And  the  like  observation  is  made  by  Cassian  of  all  the 
monks  in  the  east,®  that  they  fasted  five  days  in  the  week, 
but  on  the  Hebdomas  and  Ogdoas,  that  is,  the  seventh  and 
the  eighth  day  (so  he  terms  the  Sabbath  and  the  Lord's  day) 
they  always  abstained  from  fasting,  and  kept  them  festival. 
Nor  would  the  Council  of  Gangra  allow  the  Eustathians 
to  fast  on  the  Lord's  day,  as  ascetics,  under  pain  of  ana- 
thema. 

The  reason  of  this  observation,  the  same  Cassian  tells  us,^ 
was  the  respect  they  had  to  our  Saviour's  resurrection  from 
the  dead  on  this  day,  which  they  always  commemorated  with 
joyfulness,  and  therefore  neither  fasted  on  this  day,  nor  the 
whole  fifty  days  between  Easter  and  Pentecost,  which  were 
all  kept  festival  in  memory  of  our  Saviour's  resurrection. 
The  same  is  said  by  the  author  of  the  Constitutions,  every 
Sabbath  except  one,'"(viz.  the  great  Sabbath  before  Easter) 
and  every  Lord's  day  ye  shall  keep  festivaL     For  he  is 

'  Con.  Carth.  iv.  can,  64<.  2  Con.  Bracaren.  i.  can.  4. 

*  Canon.  Apost.  c.  64.        *  Con.  Gangren.  can.  xviii.  *  Con.  Csesar- 

august.  can.  ii.    Agathens.  can.  xii.  *  Con.  Trull,  c.lv. 

'  Epiph.  Expos.  Fid.  n.  xxii.    Vid.  Hieron.  Ep.  xxviii.  ad 
Lucinium.  ^  Cassian.  Institut.  lib.  iii.  cap.  9. 

"  Cassian.  CoUat.  xxi.  cap.  20.  Per  omnia  eandeminillis  (50diebus)  solen- 
nitatem,  quam die  Dominica custodimus,  in  quS,  majores  nostrinec  jejuniura 
agendum,  nee  genu  esse  flectendum,  oh  reverentiam  resurrectionis  dominicae 
tradiderunt.  "*  Conslit.  lib.  v.cap.20. 
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guilty  of  sin, that  fasts  on  the  Lord's  day, as  being  the  day  of 
his  resurrection  ;  or  whoever  makes  Pentecost  or  the  Lord's 
day  a  day  of  sorrow.  F^or  in  these  days  we  ought  to  rejoice, 
and  not  to  mourn.  So  again,*  keep  the  Sabbath  and  the 
Lord's  day  festival:  because  the  one  is  the  commemoration 
of  the  creation,  and  the  other  of  the  resurrection.  In  like 
manner,  Peter,  bishop  of  Alexandria,^  ^ve  keep  the  Lord's 
day  as  a  day  of  joy,  because  of  him  who  rose  upon  it.  And 
Cotelerius^  cites  a  fragment  of  Theophilus,  bishop  of  Alex- 
andria, to  the  same  purpose:  both  custom  and  decency  re- 
quire us  to  keep  the  Lord's  day  a  festival,  and  to  give  ho- 
nour to  it,  because  on  this  day  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  pro- 
cured for  us  the  resurrection  from  the  dead.  Yet  this  rule 
was  not  so  strictly  binding,  but  that  when  a  necessary  oc- 
casion required,  and  there  was  no  suspicion  of  heretical 
perverseness  or  contempt,  men  might  fast  upon  this  day:  as 
St.  Jerom  observes,*  that  the  Apostle  Paul  sometimes  did; 
and  that  famous  monk,  who  for  the  space  of  forty  years 
never  eat  till  the  sun  was  set;  and  Celerinus,  the  Confessor 
in  Cyprian,  speaking  of  his  sisters  lapsing  into  idolatry  in 
time  of  the  persecution,*  says,  "  for  this  fact  I  wept  day  and 
night  in  the  midst  of  the  joyful  festival  of  Easter,  and 
spent  many  days  sorrowing  in  sackcloth  and  ashes. "  But 
such  exceptions  as  these  were  no  derogation  to  the  general 
practice,  which  prevailed  universally  over  the  whole  Church, 
and  was  observed  with  great  exactness. 

Sect.  6. — And  all  Prayers  offerod  in  the  standinsr  Posture  on  the  Lord's  Day 
inML'inory  of  our  Saviour's  llt-surrcjlion. 

Another  custom,  as  generally  prevailing,  ^^as  always  to 
pray  standing,  and  never  kneeling,  on  the  Lord's  day,  in 
memory  also  of  our  Saviour's  resurrection.     And  we  scarce 

'  Constit.  lib.  vii.  cap.  23.  "  Pet.  Alexand.  can.  xv. 

■  Coteli-r.  Not.  in  ('onslitiit.  lib.  v.  rap.  20.  p.  32S.  *  llii-ron.  Ep. 

xxviii.  ail  Luciiiiuin  BiL'ticiini.  Utinain  oniiii  tempore  jejiinare  possimus, 
quod-  in  actibus  apoNtidoruni,  dicbus  pentfcostt-s  et  die  doniiniro  apostolum 
paulum  ft  cum  CO  credcntcs  fccissi-  Icj^iinus,  *   CeU-rin.  Kp. 

xxi.  ad  Lucian.  ap.  Cypr.  p.t.j.  Pro  eujus  faclis  ogo  in  lii-titii  Paschu;  liens 
dieet  node,  in  cilicioel  cincre  lacliryniabundus  dies  exegi. 
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meet  with  any  exception  to  this,  except  it  were  in  the  case  of 
penitents  under  pubUc  discipline,'  whom  the  Canons  oblige 
to  pray  kneeling-  even  upon  days  of  relaxation.  But  setting- 
aside  this  case,  which  only  respected  the  penitents  in  their 
own  particular  prayers,  the  general  custom  was  for  all  the 
faithful  or  communicants  to  pray  standing.  For  which  we 
have  the  concurrent  testimony  of  Irenfcus,  Tertullian,  Cle- 
mens Alexandrinu«,  Cyprian,  the  Council  of  Nice,  Hilary, 
Basil,  Epiphanius,  St.  Jerom,  St.  Austin,  Cassian,  the  Au- 
thor of  the  Questions  under  the  name  of  Justin  Martyr,  Mar- 
tin Bracarensis,  the  Council  of  Trullo,  and  the  Council  of 
Tours  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Great.  All  which  testimo- 
nies I  have  had  occasion  to  recite  at  large  once  before,*  and 
therefore  spare  the  repetition  of  them  in  this  place ;  only 
observing  from  the  two  last  of  them,  that  this  custom  was 
not  only  general,  but  of  long  continuance  in  the  Church  ; 
and  when,  or  how  it  came  to  be  altered  or  laid  aside,  I  think 
is  not  very  easy  to  determine. 

Sect.  7.— The  great  Care  and  Concern  of  the  primitive  Christians  in  the 
religious  Observation  of  the  Lord's  day.  This  demonstrated,  first,  from 
their  constant  Attendance  upon  all  the  Solemnities  of  public  Worship. 

The  last  thing  to  be  noted  in  this  matter,  is  the  great  care 
and  concern  of  the  primitive  Christians  for  the  religious  ob- 
servation of  the  Lord's  day:  of  which  they  have  left  us  se- 
veral demonstrations :  first,  in  that  they  paid  a  ready  and 
constant  attendance  upon  all  the  offices  and  solemnities  of 
public  divine  worship.  They  did  not  only  rest  from  bodily 
labour,  and  secular  business,  but  spent  the  day  in  such  em- 
ployments as  were  proper  to  set  forth  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
to  whose  honour  the  day  was  devoted  :  that  is,  in  holding 
religious  assemblies  for  the  celebration  of  the  several  po.rts  of 
divine  service,  psalmody,  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  preach- 
ing, praying  and  receiving  the  communion,  all  wSuch  were 
the  constant  service  of  this  day  :  and  such  was  the  flaming 
zeal  of  those  pious  votaries,  that  nothing  but  sickness,   or 


•  Con.  Carthag.  iv.  can.  82.     Poeaitentes  etiam  diebus  remissionis  genua 
flectant.  «  Book  XIII. Chap.  viii.  Sect.  3, 
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a  great  necessity,  or  imprisonment,  or  banishment  could 
detain  them  from  it  ;  and  then  also  care  was  taken,  that  the 
chief  part  of  it,  the  communion,  was  administered  to  them 
by  the  hands  of  the  deacons,  who  carried  it  to  those  that 
were  sick  or  in  prison,  that  as  far  as  was  possible  they  might 
communicate  still  with  the  public  congregation.  This  is 
plain  from  the  account,  which  Justin  Martyr  gives  of  their 
worship:*  "  on  the  day  called  Sunday  all  that  live  in  city  or 
country  meet  together,  and  the  writings  of  the  apostles  and 
prophets  are  read  to  them,  after  which  the  bishop  or  presi- 
dent of  the  assembly  makes  a  discourse  to  the  people,  ex- 
horting them  to  follow  the  good  things  they  have  heard  : 
then  we  all  rise,  and  make  common  prayer ;  and  when 
prayers  are  ended,  broad  and  wine  and  water  are  brought  to 
the  president,  who  prays  and  gives  thanks  with  all  possible 
fervency  over  them,  the  people  answering,  Amen  !  After 
which,  distribution  of  the  elements  is  made  to  all  that  are 
present,  and  they  are  sent  to  the  absent  by  the  hands  of  the 
deacons."  By  this  account  it  appears,  that  all  Christians 
joined,  as  far  as  was  possible,  in  the  public  service  of  the 
Lord  s  day,  and  particularly  in  receiving  the  communion, 
from  which  the  absent  were  not  exempt,  if  there  was  any 
possibility  of  their  receiving  it. 

Sect.  9. — Secondly,   from  their  Zeal    in  fnMiuenting  religious  Assemblies 
even  in  Times  of  Persecution. 

Neither  was  it  any  pretence  of  danger  in  times  of  diffi- 
culty and  persecution,  that  could  abate  their  zeal  for  the 
public  worship  on  the  Lord's  day.  P'or  when  they  could 
not  meet  by  day  to  serve  God  without  hazard  of  their  lives, 
they  kept  their  nocturnal  convocations,  or  mornmg  assem- 
blies for  this  purpose.  Which  is  evident  from  the  account, 
which  Pliny  gives  of  them,*  that  they  were  used  to  meet  be- 
fore it  waj!  light  on  this  solemn  day,  and  sing  their  morning 
hymns  to  Christ.     So  Tertullian   in  answer  to  one  asking,* 


'  Justin.  Apol.  ii.  p.  08.  *  Plin.  lib.  x.  Kp.  97.  "i  Tertul. 

l)e   Fiigii.  cap.   xiv.      Qiiomodo   Dominica    soieinnia  celebrnl)inius  ?    iilique 
(juoraodo  ot  apostoli,  fide,  non  pccunifi  liiti.     Qua;  fides  si  montcni  transfiTre 

polist,  multo  mai(is  militem. .  Postremo  si  colligerc  interdiii  non  poles, 

liabv-s  Doelein  iure(  lirisli  Inniinosi  adversiis  eain. 
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lio'.v  they  should  celebrate  the  Lord's  day  solemnities  for 
fear  of  the  soldiers  coming"  in  to  discover  them  1  replies, 
first,  that  they  should  do  it  as  the  Apostles  did,  by  faith,  and 
not  by  bribing"  them.  For  if  faith  could  remove  mountains, 
it  would  much  more  easily  remove  a  soldier  out  of  the  way. 
But  if  they  could  not  meet  by  day,  they  had  the  night  suf- 
ficiently clear  with  the  light  of  Christ  to  protect  them.  The 
same  author^tells  the  Heathen,*  who  maliciously  objected  to 
them  the  murdering  of  an  infant  in  their  assemblies,  that 
they  were  often  beset,  they  were  often  betrayed,  they  were 
daily  seized  in  their  meetings  and  congregations :  but  no 
one  ever  found  them  acting  such  a  tragedy,  no  one  ever 
made  evidence  of  their  being  such  bloody  cyclops  and  sirens 
before  a  judge.  Nay,  they  were  sometimes  barbarously 
murdered  in  their  assemblies,  whilst  the  laws  forbad  their 
meetings  under  the  name  of  Hetseriae,  and  denied  them  their 
Areas,  or  places  of  worship,  as  unlawful  cabals,  where  they 
met  only  to  plot  treason  and  rebellion  against  the  govern- 
ment. Under  which  pretence,  Lactantius^  and  Eusebius' 
tell  us,  ojie  of  the  heathen  judges  burnt  a  whole  city  of 
people  in  Phrygia,  together  with  their  church,  where  they 
were  met  together  to  worship  God.  And  the  laws  forbid- 
ding- their  assemblies  are  mentioned  both  by  Pliny  and  the 
Christian  writers.*  So  that  in  these  times  of  difficulty  the 
Christians  could  not  meet  for  divine  worship,  but  at  the  ha- 
zard of  their  lives  :  and  yet  they  did  not  think  this  a  suffi- 
cient excuse  to  forsake  the  assembling  of  themselves  tog'e- 
ther,  but  met  continually  to  solemnize  the  Lord's  day  in 
spite  of  all  danger  and  opposition  to  the  contrary. 


'  Tertul.  Apol.  cap.  vii.  Quotidie  obsidemur,  quotidie  prodiniur,  in  ipsis 
plurimum  coDtibus  et  congregationibus  nostris  opprimimur,  Quis  unqiiam 
talker  vagienti  infanti  supervenit?  quis  cruenta,  ut  invpiierat,  cyclopuin  rt 
sirenum  orajudici  reseravit?  ^  Lact.  lib.  v.  cap.  11.     Aliqui  ad 

occidendum  praecipites  extiterunt,  sicut  unus  in  Phrygia,  qui  universum  popu- 
lum  cum  ipso  pariter  conventiculoconcremavit.  ^  Euseb.  lib.  viii.cap. 

11.  *  Plin.  Ep.  xcvii.  lib.  10.    Tertul.  ad  Scapul.cap.  iii.  Euseb. 

lib.  ix.  cap.  2. 
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Sect.  9. — Thirdly,   from   their    studious  Observation   of  the  Vigils  or 
nocturnal  Assemblies  preceding  the  Lord's  day. 

A  further  instance  of  their  zeal  was  shewn  in  the  studi- 
ous observation  of  the  long"  vig-ils  or  nocturnal  assembhes 
preceding-  the  Lord's  day.  For  thoug-h  these  were  first  be- 
gun in  times  of  persecution,  yet  they  continued  them  as  an 
useful  exercise  of  piety,  when  the  persecutions  were  over: 
and  the  greatest  personages  did  not  refuse  to  frequent  and 
encourag-e  them,  as  Sidonius  Apollinarius  particularly 
notes  of  Theodorick  king-  of  theGoths,^  that  he  usually  came 
with  a  small  g-uard  to  the  morning  or  antelucan  assemblies 
of  his  party  (for  he  was  by  sect  an  Arian :)  which  he  did  to 
promote  the  cause  of  the  Arians,  who  commonly  vied  in  zeal 
with  the  Catholics  in  this  service.  And  this  made  the  Ca- 
tholics, both  clerg-y  and  laity,  princes  and  people,  express  a 
more  earnest  concern  for  this  particular  way  of  introducing- 
the  great  service  of  the  Lord's  day,  as  I  have  had  occasion 
more  fully  to  demonstrate  in  a  former  book.'  All  that  I  shall 
remark  further  here  is,  that  thoug-h  this  morning-  service  was 
very  long,  (for  it  commonly  continued  in  psalmody,  hymns 
and  prayers  from  midnight  till  break  of  day),  yet  it  was  ge- 
nerally attended  with  great  alacrity  and  assiduity  by  men 
of  all  ranks,  who  voluntarily  resorted  to  it  without  any  ne- 
cessity or  compulsion  laid  upon  them.  And  this  was  ano- 
ther instance  of  their  great  zeal  in  the  religious  observation 
of  the  Lord's  day. 

Sect.  10. — Fourthly,  From  their  Attendance  upon  Sermons  in  many  Places 
twice  on  this  Day. 

It  is  worth  our  remarking  also,  that  in  many  places, 
especially  in  cities  and  churches  of  greater  note,  they  had 
usually  sermons  twice  on  this  day,  and  men  resorted  with 
diligence  to  the  evening  as  well  the  morning-  sermon.  St.^ 
Chrysostom  sometimes  commends  the   people   of    Antioch 


'  Sidon.  Ill),  i.     Ep.  ii.  •  Book  xiii.  chap.  ix.  sect.  i.  and  rhap. 

X,  sect.  I'i,  &c.  *  (  lirys.  Honi.  x.  ad  Pop.  Antioch.  tit.  i.  p.  13-2. 


CHAP.   II.]  CHRISTIAN   CHURCH.  37 

for  their  zeal  in  this  matter.  And  there  are  several  passag-es 
in  St.  Austin,|St.  Basil,  Theodoret  and  Gaudentius,  which 
plainly  refer  to-the  same  practice,  of  which  I  need  say  no 
more  here,  because^l  have  more  fully  represented  them  in 
discoursing-  of  the^ancient  manner  of  preaching  in  another 
place.* 

Sect.^^II. — Fifthly,  From  their  Attendance  on  Evening  Prayers,  where 
there  was  no  Sermon. 

In  such  churches  as  had  no  evening  sermon,  there 
was  still  the  common  service  of  evening-prayer:  and  men 
generally  thought  themselves  obliged  to  attendthis,  asane- 
cessarypartof  the  public  worshipandsolemnity  of  the  Lord's 
day.  Some  indeed  in  these  primitive  ages  had  their  ob- 
jections against  this,  which  St.  Chrysostom  in  one  of  his 
Homilies  mentions,^  and  smartly  answers.  Why  should  we 
go  to  church,  said  they,  if  we  cannot  hear  a  preacher  1 
This  one  thing,  says  Chrysostom  in  his  reply,  has  ruined 
and  destroyed  all  religion.  For  what  need  is  there  of  a 
preacher,  except  when  that  necessity  arises  from  our  sloth 
and  negligence  ?  What  need  is  there  of  an  homily,  when 
all  things  necessary  are  plainly  revealed  in  Scripture  1 
Such  hearers  as  desire  to  have  something  new  every  day 
only  study  to  delight  their  ears  and  fancy.  Tell  me,  what 
pompous  train  of  words  did  St.  Paul  use?  And  yet  he 
converted  the  world.  What  eloquent  harangues  did  the 
illiterate  Peter  make  ?  But  the  scriptures  are  dark  and 
hard  to  be  understood,  without  a  sermon  to  explain  them. 
How  so?  Are  they  read  in  Hebrew,  or  Latin,  or  any 
other  strange  language?  Are  they  not  read  in  Greek  to 
you  that  understand  Greek  ?  What  difficulties  do  the  his- 
tories contain?  You  may  understand  the  plain  places,  and 
take  some  pains  about  the  rest.  Oh,  but  we  have  the  same 
things  read  to  us  out  of  Scripture.  And  do  you  not  hear 
the  same  things  every  day  in  the  theatre?      Have  you   not 


'  Book  xiv.  chap.  iv.  sect.  8.  ^  Chrys.  Horn.  iii.  in  ii.  Thes. 

p.   1.02. 
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the  same  sig-ht  at  the  horse-race'?  Are  not  all  things  the 
same  1  Does  not  the  same  sun  rise  every  morning-  ?  Do 
you  not  eat  the  same  meat  every  day  ?  Hence  he  concludes, 
that  all  these  were  but  pretences  for  idleness,  or  mere  in- 
dications of  a  sceptical  temper.  So  again,  when  some 
would  have  excused  themselves  from  these  prayers  of  the 
Church,  by  this  frivolous  plea,  that  they  could  pray  at  home, 
but  they  could  not  hear  a  sermon  in  their  own  houses ;  and 
therefore  they  would  come  to  sermon,  but  not  to  prayers  : 
he  makes  this  handsome  reply.*  "  You  deceive  yourself, 
O  man :  for  though  you  may  pray  at  home,  yet  you  cannot  pray 
there  in  the  same  manner  as  you  may  in  the  church,  w  here 
there  are  so  many  fathers  tog'ether,  and  where  the  cry  of  your 
prayers  is  sent  up  to  God  with  one  consent.  You  are  not 
lieard  so  well,  when  you  pray  to  God  by  yourself  alone,  as 
when  you  pray  witli  your  brethren.  For  there  is  something- 
more  here,  consent  of  mind,  and  consent  of  voice,  and  the 
bond  of  charity,  and  the  prayers  of  the  priests  together. 
For  the  priests  for  this  very  reason  preside  in  the  church, 
that  the  people's  prayers,  which  are  weaker  of  themsolves, 
laying-  hold  on  those  that  are  stronger,  may  together  with 
them  mount  up  to  heaven."  In  another  place,  answering-  the 
same  vulgar  plea,  that  men  could  pray  at  home,  he  tells 
them,-  "  you  may  pray  at  home  indeed,  but  your  prayers  are 
not  of  that  eflicacy  and  power,  as  wlien  the  whole  body  of 
the  Church,  with  one  mind,  and  one  voice,  send  up  their 
prayers  tog-ether  ^  the  priests  assisting-,  and  otlering-  up 
the  prayers  of  the  whole  nmltitude  in  common."  This  was 
the  sense,  which  that  holy  man  had  of  public  prayer  on  the 
Lord's  day,  though  there  \>as  no  sermon;  and  the  method 
lie  took  to  shew  men  their  obligation  to  frequent  the  church 
for  public  prayer,  which,  when  men  had  opportunity  to 
frequent  it,  was  always  to  be  preferred  before  private  de- 
votion.    They  might  both  very   well   consist  together,  and 


'   IIoiM.  iii.  (k-  lnci)iniirilunsil)ili.  torn.  i.  p.  tiCili.  "•'  Clurys, 

lloui.  ii.  (If  ObscuiU.  l'ri)i)li<tiar.  tom.  iii.  p.  UIO. 
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both  be  performed  as  proper  exercises  for  the  Lord's  day  : 
but  the  one  was  not  to  justle  out  the  other,  or  to  be  pleaded 
as  a  rational  excuse  for  absenting-  from  the  public  service. 
He  that  would  see  this  matter  more  fully  stated,  may  look 
back  to  the  discourse  of  Church-unity,^  where  men's  obli- 
gation to  preserve  the  unity  of  worship,  in  joining-  with  the 
Church  in  prayers,  and  administration  of  the  word  and 
sacraments,  has  been  amply  considered. 

Sect.  12. — Sixthly,  From  the  Censures  inflicted  on  those,  who  violated  the 
Laws  concerning  the  religious  Observation  of  the  Lord's  day. 

I  shall  but  mention  one  instance  more  of  their  g-reat 
zeal  and  concern  for  the  religious  observation  of  the  Lord's 
day,  and  that  is  the  Church's  care  in  making  many  good 
laws  of  discipline,  for  the  censure  and  punishment  of  those, 
who  in  any  considerable  degree  violated  the  just  obser- 
vation of  it.  If  any  one  absented  for  three  Lord's  days 
from  the  public  assembly  of  the  Church,  without  any  just 
reason  or  necessity  to  compel  him,  this  was  an  oflence 
thoug-ht  worthy  of  excommunication,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
Canons  of  the  Council  of  Eliberis,*  and  Sardica,  and  Trullo. 
If  any  one  went  to  the  public  games  in  the  theatre,  or  the 
circus  on  this  day,  he  was  liable  to  excommunication  also 
for  a  single  offence  after  a  first  admonition,  as  appears  from 
the  Councils  of  Carthag-e^  and  the  denunciations  of  St. 
Chrysostom.  If  any  one  left  the  church  whilst  the  bishop 
was  preaching-,  by  a  rule  of  the  fourth  Council  of  Carthage* 
he  was  liable  to  the  same  condemnation  and  censure.  If 
any  one  came  to  church  to  hear  the  scriptures  read  and  the 
sermon  preached,  but  refused  to  join  in  prayers  or  the  recep- 
tion of  the  communion,  which  in  those  times  was  administred 
to  all  in  general  every  Lord's  day,  he  wfis  to  be  excommuni- 
cated for  his  oii'ence,  and  reduced  to  the  state  of  a  penitent, 


'  Book  xvi.  chap.  i.  sect.  5.  '  Con.  Elib.  can.  xxi.  Con.  Sardic. 

can.  xi.  Con.  Truil.  can.  Ixxx.  ^  Con.  Cartliag.  iv.  can.  88. 

Chrys.  Honi.  vi.  in  Gen.  torn.  ii.  p.  53.  *  Con.  Carthag.  iv, 
can.  21, 
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as  one,  who  brought  confusion  and  disorder  into  the  Churcli. 
This  we  learn  from  the  Apostolical  Canons,'  and  the  Coun- 
cils of  Antioch,  Eliberis,  and  Toledo.  If  any  one  held  a 
separate  assenibly,  or  frequented  or  encouraged  any  such, 
he  was  to  be  treated  as  an  heretic  or  schismatic,  for  despis- 
ing- the  service  of  the  Lord's  day.  The  Apostolical  Canons^ 
excommunicate  all  such,  and  the  Council  of  Gangra  lays 
the  heaviest  censure  of  Anathema  upon  them.^  If  any  one 
perversely  chose  to  make  the  Lord's  day  a  day  of  fasting  ; 
because  this  was  contrary  to  the  general  rule  and  practice 
of  the  Church,  and  gave  suspicion  of  some  heresy  denying 
the  resurrection  of  the  Lord  ;  the  Apostolical  Canons,*  and 
the  Council  of  Gangra  ;*  and  the  fourth  Council  of  Carthage,^ 
and  the  first  of  Braga'  peremptorily  denounce  such  an  one 
excommunicate,  and  anathema,  and  no  catholic,  as  herding 
with  the  impious  Manichees,  Marcionites,  PrisciHianists,and 
such  other  heretics,  as  purposely  chose  to  fast  on  the  Lord's 
day,  to  shew^  despite  to  the  doctrine  of  our  Saviour's  huma- 
nity and  resurrection.  I  have  discoursed  these  things  at 
large  in  giving  an  account  of  the  unity  and  discipline  of  the 
Church  in  a  former  book,^  and  therefore  only  just  touch 
them  here,  to  shew  with  what  zeal  and  concern  the  Ancients 
laboured  to  establish  the  observation  of  the  Lord's  day, 
which  they  esteemed  the  queen  and  empress  of  all  days,  in 
which  our  life  was  raised  again,  and  death  conquered 
by  our  Lord  and  Saviour;  as  the  author  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Magnesians  under  the  name  of  Ignatius  words  it,"  w  ho 
in  this  speaks  the  language  of  the  Ancients,'"  who  often  style 
this   day  the  queen  of  days,  as  Buxtorf  observes"  the  Rab- 


'  Canon.  Apost.  c.  vii.  Con.  Antioch,  can.  ii.     Con.  Elibcr,  can.  xwiii. 
Con.  Tolft.  i.  can.  13  et  14.  ^  Ibid.  xxxi. 

■  Con.  (Jangren.  can.  &,  6,  7,  &c.  *   ("anon.  Apost.  Ixiv, 

*  Con.  Gungrin.  can.  xviii.  "  Con.  Carlh.  iv.  can.  M. 

'  ("on.  Brarar.  i.  can,  iv,  *  Book  xvi.  chap.  i.  sect.  5,  and 

chap.  viii.  sect.  2.  "  Psoudo-Tj^nat.  I'p.  ad  Magncs.  r.  !). 

'"  Naz.  Orat.  xliii.  in  Dominicam  Novam.  p.  703.  >';  (iaaiXiffcra  rajj'wjiai)' 
Ty  jiuTiXici  Tuv  i/fiiitCjv  TTofiTrivii.  Ucgina  teniporum  rt'Sfina*  dioruin  imin- 
pam  pcragit.  "   Buxloif.  Synajifop.  .Iiidaic.  cap.  x.  p.  SJ^V. 

itahbini  su!)l)atuin  inalchaii  sivc  rfgiiinni  noiniiiaruiit.      .lam   si  ([uis   vislcs 
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bins  were  used  to  terra  the  Jewish  sabbath,  Malchah,  that 
is,  the  queen  of  days  ;  from  whom  the  Christians  took  the 
name,  and  transferred  it  to  the  Lord's  day,  which  is  the 
proper  Christian  sabbath. 


CHAP.  III. 

Of   the   Observation    of  the  Sabbath    or   Saturday  as  a 
weekly  Festival, 

Sect.    I. — The   Saturday    or  Sabbath,    always   observed  in  the  Eastern 
Church  as  a  Festival. 

Next  to  the  Lord's  day  the  ancient  Christians  were  very 
careful  in  the  observation  of  Saturday,  or  the  seventh  day,§ 
which  was  the  ancient  Jewish  sabbath.  Some  observed  it 
as  a  fast,  others  as  a  festival ,  but  all  unanimously  agreed 
in  keeping-  it  as  a  more  solemn  day  of  religious  worship  and 
adoration.  In  the  eastern  Church  it  was  ever  observed  as 
a  festival,  one  only  sabbath  excepted,  which  was  called  the 
great-sabbath,  between  Good-Friday  and  Easter-Day,  when 
our  Saviour  lay  buried  in  the  grave,  upon  which  account  it 
■was  kopt  as  a  fast  throughout  the  whole  Church.  But  set- 
ting aside  that  one  sabbath,  all  the  rest  were  kept  as  festi- 
vals in  the  oriental  Church.  St.  Austin,  though  he  lived 
in  a  country  where  it  was  kept  a  fast,  yet  testi6es  for  the 
contrary  practice^  of  the  eastern  Church.     For  writing  to  St. 


regales,  ante  reginam  illam  compariturus,  non  indueret;  quales  alias  causfi 
regum  honorandorum  quilibet  induere  soleret;  per  id  regina  talis  dedecore 
inagno  afficeretur. 

'  Aug.  Ep.  xix.  ad  Ilieronym.  p.  29.  Vellem  me  doceret  bcnigna  sinci-ri- 
tas  tua,  utrum  simulate  quisquam  sanctus  orientalis,  cum  Romam  venerit, 
jejunet  sabbato,  except©  illo  die  paschalis  vigiliae  ?  Quod  si  malum  esse 
tlixerimus,  non  solum  Romaiiam  ecclesiam,  sed  etiam  multa  ei  vicina,  et 
aliqiianto  remotiora  conclemiiabimus,  ubi  mos  idt-m  tenelur  et  manef.  Si 
autcni  noil  jejunan  sabbato  malum  putaveiimus,  tot  occlesias  orientis,  miilto 
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JeromJieaskshim,  wlietherlio  thought  an  oriental  Christian, 
when  he  catno  to  Rome,  might  not  without  any  dissimula- 
tion fast  on  every  sabbath,  as  well  as  that  one  sabbath  called 
the  Paschal  Vig"il  ?  if  we  say  it  is  a  sin  to  fast  on  the  sab- 
bath, we  shall  condemn  not  only  the  Roman  Church,  but 
many  neighbouring-  Churches,  and  some  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance, w  here  that  custom  is  kept  and  retained.  But  if  we 
think  it  is  a  sin  not  to  fast  on  the  sabbath,  we  shall  rashly 
condemn  all  the  oriental  Churches,  and  the  greatest  part  of 
the  Christian  world.  We  should  therefore  rather  say,  it  is  a 
thing- indifTerent  in  itself,  whichag-ood  man  may  perform  either 
way  without  dissimulation,  complying-  with  the  society  and 
observation  of  the  Church  where  he  happens  to  be.  From 
hence  it  is  plain,  that  all  the  oriental  Churches,  and  the 
greatest  part  of  the  world  observed  the  sabbath  as  a  festival. 
And  the  Greek  writers  are  unanimous  in  their  testimony. 
The  author  of  the  Constitutions,  who  describes  the  customs 
^chiefly  of  the  oriental  Church,  frequently  speaks  of  it.  On 
the  sabbath*  and  the  Lord's  day,  on  which  Christ  rose  from 
the  dead,  ye  shall  more  carefully  meet  together,  to  praise 
God,  who  created  all  things  by  Jesus,  to  hear  the  Prophets 
and  Gospel  read,  to  oiler  the  oblation,  and  partake  of  the 
Holy  Supper.  In  another  place,  he  says,*  Christ  commanded 
them  to  fast  on  the  sabbath  before  Easter  :  not  that  they 
Avere  to  fast  on  the  sabbath,  on  which  God  rested  from  the 
Creation,  but  only  on  that  one  sabbath,  when  the  Creator  of 
the  world  lay  under  the  earth.  And  again,^  on  every  sabbath 
except  one,  and  the  Lord's  day,  ye  shall  hold  festival 
assemblies.  The  sabbath*  and  the  Lords tlay  ye  shall 
observe  as  festivals,  because  the  one  is  a  remembrance  of 
the  creation,  and  the  other  of  the  resurrection.  But  one 
sabbuth  \n  the  year,  viz.  that  on  which  our  Lord  lay  buried 
in  the  grave,  ye  shall  keep  as  a  fast  and  not  a  festival.  For 
whilst  the  Creator  lay  under   the  earth,  mourning  was  more 


mujoiKiii  oibis  Chrisliiini  partem  qufi  tciniTilalc  ciimiiKibiimir.'      Pluceliic 
til)i.  ut  iiH'diuin  quiddani  esse  (liininus,  &c. 

'  (Jcmstit.  lib.  ii.c:!)).  V.t.  -'  Ibid.  lib.  v.  cap.  lo. 

'   Ibid.  cap.  XX.  p.  '.i'iT.  '   Ibid.  lib.  vii.  cap.  '26. 
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becoming  upon  his  account,  than  joy  for  the  creation  :  be- 
cause the  Creator  in  nature  and  dignity  is  more  honourable 
than  all  his  creatures.  Finally  he  represents'  it  as  the  order 
of  the  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  that  servants  should  work 
five  days  in  the  week,  but  on  the  sabbath  and  the  Lord's 
day  they  should  rest,  that  they  might  have  liberty  to  go  to 
church  for  instruction  in  piety  ;  on  the  sabbath,  in  regard 
to  the  creation ;  on  the  Lord's  day  in  regard  to  the  resur- 
rection. Athanasius  likewise  tells  us,^  that  they  held  reli- 
gious assemblies  on  the  sabbath,  not  because  they  were  in- 
fected with  Judaism,  but  to  worship  Jesus  the  Lord  of  the 
sabbath.  Epiphanius  says  the  same,^  that  it  was  a  day  of 
public  assembly  in  many  Churches,  meaning  the  oriental 
Churches,  where  it  was  kept  a  festival. 

Sect.  2. — Observed  with   the  same  religious   Solemnities  as  the  Lord's 

Day. 

Other  authors  are  more  particular  in  describing  the  religi- 
ous service  of  this  day  rand  so  far  as  concerns  public  worship^ 
they  make  it  in  all  things  conformable  to  that  of  the  Lord's 
day  :  which  is  a  further  evidence  of  its  being  a  festival. 
They  tell  us,  they  had  not  only  the  Scriptures  read,  as  on 
the  Lord's  day,  and  sermons  preached,  but  the  communion 
administred  also.  Which  is  expressly  said  by  Socrates,* 
and  Cassian,^  and  St.  Basil^,  and  Timothy  of  Alexandria,''^ 
and  St.  Austin,^  and  the  Council  of  Laodicea  f  which  Coun- 
cil paticularly  forbids  the  offering  of  the  eucharistical  obla- 
tion, or  solemnizing  any  memorials  of  Martyrs  on  any  other 
days  in  Lent,  beside  the  Sabbath  and  the  Lord's  day,  be- 
cause all  other  days  were  days  of  fasting,  but  these  even  in 
Lent  were  kept  as  festivals  and  days  of  relaxation.     I  have 


*  Constit.lib.  viii.  cap.  33.  *  Athan.  Horn,  de  Seraentc.  torn,  i, 

1».  1060.  3  Epiphan.  Epitom.  torn.  i.  p.  1107. 

*  Socrat.  lib.  V.  cap.  22,  lib.  vi.  cap.  8.  *  Cas.sian.  Institut. 

lib.  iii.  cap.  2.  ^  Basil.  Ep.  cclxxxix. 

''   Timoth.  can.  xiii.  *  Aug.  Ep.  cxviii. 

■'    Con.  Laodic.  can.  49,  et  51,      See  also  Cassian.  Institut.  lib.    v.  cap. 'JG. 
«'t  Asterius  Aniasen.  Horn.  v.  up.  Corabcfis.  Aiictar.  loni.  i.  p.  ~S. 
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once  before  had  occasion  to  produce  the  testimonies  of 
these  several  writers  at  large,'  and  therefore  it  is  sufficient 
here  to  make  a  short  reference  to  them,  to  shew  the  ancient 
manner  of  keeping-  the  sabbath  festival  in  the  oriental 
Church. 

Sect.  3. — But   in   some  other  Respects  the  Preference  was  given   to  the 

Lord's  Day. 

Only  here  we  are  to  observe,  that  though  the  substance 
of  the  service  for  the  sabbath  and  the  Lord's  day  was  the 
same,  yet  in  rites  and  ceremonies  a  difference  was  made 
and  in  some  other  respects  the  preference  was  given  to  the 
Lord's  day  above  the  sabbath.  For,  first,  we  (ind  no  ec- 
clesiastical laws  obliging  men  to  pray  standing  on  the 
sab])ath.  For  that  was  a  ceremony  peculiar  to  the  Lord's 
day  in  memory  of  our  Saviour's  resurrection.  Nor,  secondly, 
are  there  any  imperial  laws  forbidding  law  suits  and  plead- 
ings on  this  day.  Nor  thirdly,  any  laws  prohibiting  the 
public  shews  and  games,  as  on  the  Lord's  day.  Nor 
fourthly,  any  laws  obliging  men  to  abstain  wholly  from 
bodily  labour.  But  on  the  contrary  the  Council  of  Laodicea^ 
has  a  Canon  forbidding  Christians  to  judaize,  or  rest  on  the 
Sabbath,  any  further  than  was  necessary  for  public  worship: 
but  they  were  to  honour  the  Lord's  day,  and  rest  on  it  as 
Christians.  And  if  any  were  found  to  judaize,  an  anathema 
is  pronouncod  against  them.  The  like  direction  is  given 
by  the  author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Magnesians  in  conformity 
to  this  rule  :^  let  us  not  keep  the  sabbath  after  the  Jewish 
manner,  rejoicing  in  idleness:  "  For  ho  that  will  not  work, 
neitluT  let  him  eat:  and  in  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  thou 
cat  thy  bread,"  say  the  divine  oracles:  but  let  every  one  of 
you  keep  thu  .  a'lbnfh  spiritually,  rejoicing  in  the  medita- 
tion  of  the  law, 'not  in  the  rest  of  the  body;  admiring  the 
workmanship  of  (iod.  not  eating  things  (ircsscd  the  day 
before,  nor  drinking  lukewarm  drink,  nor  walking  wiihin  a 


'   Ilookxcii.  rlwij).  ix.  sen!..'}.  '  Con.   I. iodic,  can.  xxix. 

'  r-.eii(U(-I<;iiiii.  ad  MngM'    .  n.  1'. 
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certain  space,  the  limits  of  a  sabbath  day's  journey,  nor 
taking"  pleasure  in  dancing"  and  shouting,  which  things  have 
no  sense  or  reason  in  them.  Here  are  several  superstitions 
and  vanities  in  the  Jewish  observation  of  the  sabbath  re- 
flected on  by  this  author,  but  I  only  note  the  opposition  he 
makes  between  the  Christian  and  Jewish  way  of  observing- 
the  sabbath  in  point  of  working.  The  Jews  abstained 
wholly  from  working  on  the  sabbath  ;  the  Christians  only 
so  far  as  was  necessary  for  their  attendance  upon  divine 
service  in  the  church.  And  in  this  sense,  I  think,  we  are  to 
understand  the  author  of  the  Constitutions,  when  he  says,* 
let  servants  work  five  days  in  the  week,  but  on  the  sabbath 
and  the  Lord's  day  let  them  rest  in  the  church  for  their  in- 
struction in  piety.  But  if  any  think  with  Cotelerius,  that  he 
extends  the  rest  of  the  sabbath,  as  far  as  that  of  the  Lord's 
day,  because  he  joins  them  both  together:  I  will  not  con- 
tend about  it,  but  only  say,  he  then  contradicts  the  Laodi- 
cean Fathers,  who  plainly  forbid  a  total  rest  upon  the  sab- 
bath, to  give  some  preference  in  this  respect  to  the  Lord's 
day,  which  was  of  greater  esteem  in  the  Christian  Church. 

Sect.  4. — Why  the  Ancient  Church    continued    the    Observation  of  the 
Jewish  Sabbath. 

If  it  be  enquired,  why  the  ancient  Church  continued  the 
observation  of  the  Jewish  sabbath,  when  they  took  it  to  be 
only  a  temporary  institution  given  to  the  Jews  only,  as  cir- 
cumcision and  other  typical  rites  of  the  law  :  (which  is  ex- 
pressly said  by  many  of  the  ancient  writers,  particularly  by 
Justin  Martyr,^  Irenseus,^  Tertullian,*  Eusebius,^  to  name  no 
more  :)  it  is  answered  by  learned  men,*'  that  it  was  to  comply 
with  the  Jewish  converts,  as  they  did  in  the  use  of  many 
other  indifierent  things,  so  long  as  no  doctrinal  necessity 
was  laid  upon  them.     "  For  the  Jews  being-  generally  the 


'  Constit.  lib.  viii.  cap.  33.  ^  Justin. Dial,  cum  Tryph. 

*  Iren.  lib.  iv.  cap.  30.  *  Tertul.  cont.  Jud.  cap.  iv. 

*  Euscb.  Hist.  lib.  i.  cap. 4.  e  (jaye.  Prim.  Christ,  lib.  i. 
chap,  vii,  p.  ITk 
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first  eonvcrfs  to  tlio  Christian  faith,  thoy  still  retained  a 
mij,'-litv  reverence  for  the  Mosaick  institutions,  and  espe- 
cially for  the  sabbath,  as  that  which  had  been  appointed  by 
God  Himself,  as  the  memorial  of  his  rest  from  the  work  of 
creation,  settled  by  their  great  master  Moses,  and  cele- 
brated by  their  ancestors  for  so  many  af»-es,  as  the  solemn 
day  of  their  public  worship,  and  were  therefore  very  loth  it 
should  be  wholly  antiquated  and  laid  aside.  F'or  this  reason 
it  seemed  good  to  the  prudence  of  those  times,  as  in  other 
of  the  Jewish  rites,  so  in  this,  to  indulge  the  humour  of  that 
people,  and  to  keep  the  sabbath  as  a  day  for  religious 
offices,  viz.  public  prayers,  reading  of  the  scriptures,  preach- 
ing, celebration  of  the  sacraments  and  such  like  duties."' 
But  when  any  ono  pretended  to  carry  the  observation  of  it 
further,  either  by  introducing  a  doctrinal  necessity,  or  press- 
ing the  observation  of  it  precisely  after  the  Jewish  manner, 
they  resolutely  opposed  it,  as  introducing  Judaism  into  the 
Christian  religion.  For  this  reason  the  Ebionites  were  con- 
demned for  joining  the  observation  of  the  sabbath,*  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  the  Jews,  with  the  observation  of  the 
Lord's  day  after  the  manner  of  Christians.  Against  such 
the  Council  of  Laodicea  pronounces  Anathema,*  that  is,  such 
as  taught  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  sabbath  a  perfect 
rest  with  the  Jews.  And  in  this  sense  we  are  to  understand 
•what  Gregory  the  great  says,^  that  Antichrist  will  renew  the 
observation  of  the  sabbath.  He  must  needs  mean  the  ob 
servation  of  it  after  the  Jewish  manner  :  since  in  the  Chris 
tian  way  it  was  observed  as  well  })y  the  Latin  Church,  as 
the  Greek;  only  with  this  diHorence,  that  the  Latins  kept  it  a 
fast,  and  the  Greeks  a  festival. 

Skct.  a. — Why  it  was  kept  as  a  Festival  in  the  Oriental  Church. 

If  it  be  encjuired  what  was  the  occasion  of  this  dift'oronce 
%vhy  the   Greek    Church   observed   it  as  a   iostival,   and  the 


'  Thcod.  fie  Kabul.  Ilierct.  lil).  ii.  cap.  1.  *  Ton.  I,a(>(lie.  ran.  xxix. 

■•  Gref;.  iil).  xi.  I'p.  ;{.  AiHichristuni  rcnovaturuni  sabliati  ohsirvaiiliaui. 
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Latin  as  a  fast?  I  answer,  the  Greek  Church  received  it  as 
they  found  it  dehvered  to  them  by  the  Jews,  among  whom  it 
was  always  a  festival.  But  besides  this  there  was  another 
reason  inclining  them  to  do  it.  For  Marcion  the  heretic 
made  it  a  part  of  his  heresy  to  fast  on  the  sabbath,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  God  of  the  Jews,  pretending  that  there  was 
another  god  to  be  worshipped  beside  the  Creator  of  the 
world,  who  was  the  God  of  the  Jews ;  and  therefore  he 
appointed  the  sabbath  to  be  kept  a  fast,  that  he  might  not 
seem  to  comply  with  the  rites  of  the  God  of  the  Jews,  who 
rested  from  his  work  of  creation  on  the  sabbath  or  seventh 
day.  This  is  expressly  said  by  Epiphanius  :*  Marcion  for 
this  reason  fasted  on  the  sabbath.  For,  said  he,  since  that 
day  is  the  rest  of  the  God  of  the  Jews,  who  made  the  world 
and  rested  on  the  sabbath  day,  we  therefore  fast  on  that 
day,  that  we  may  not  do  any  thing  in  compliance  with  the 
God  of  the  Jews.  Now  this  made  the  Catholics  more  zea- 
lous to  keep  the  sabbath  a  festival,  that  they  might  not  seem 
to  give  any  countenance  to  the  wicked  blasphemy  and  im- 
piety of  Marcion,  or  any  ways  reflect  upon  the  God  of  the 
Old  Testament,  whom  they  owned  and  honoured  as  the 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  Marcion  did  not  : 
since  he  in  spite  to  the  true  God  made  the  sabbath  a  fast, 
they  thought  it  proper  to  keep  it  a  festival,  as  it  had  always 
been  from  its  first  institution.  And  in  opposition  to  his 
heresy,  soon  after  it  began  to  spread,  a  Canon  was  made  in 
the  Church,  which  now  we  have  among-  those  called  the 
ApostoHcal  Canons,*  that  if  any  clergyman  was  found  to 
fast  on  the  Lord's  day,  or  on  the  sabbath,  one  only 
excepted,  he  should  be  deposed ;  or,  if  he  was  a  layman,  be 
cast  out  of  the  communion  of  the  Church.  After  Marcion 
there  arose  many  other  sects,  who  followed  him  in  this  par- 
ticular singularity  of  keeping  the  sabbath  as  a  fast,  though 
they  did  not  all  agree  in  the  same  reasons  for  doing  it.  The 
Eustathians  did  it  for  the  exercise  of  an  Ascetic  life ;  and 
the  Massalians  or  Euchites  on  the  same  pretence:  yet  the 


'  Epiphan.IItcr.  xlii.  n.  3.  *  Canon.  Apost.  Ixiv.  aLOG. 
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Cliurch  would  not  allow  them  in  tlieir  practice.  The  Mar- 
cianists,  who  were  a  distinct  sect  IVoin  the  Marcionitcs : 
for  they  were  so  called  from  one  Marcianus  Trapezita  in  the 
time  of  Justinian,  kept  the  sabbath  also  a  fast.  So  did  also 
the  Sabbatians,  Lampetians,  Choreutai,  and  Adelphians, 
who  are  condemned  by  Maximus,'  and  Anastasius,-  and 
Timotheus  of  Constantinople,^  and  Nicephorus  Patriarcha,* 
whose  testimonies,  collected  and  corrected  out  of  manu- 
scripts, the  curious  reader  may  find  at  large  in  Cotelerius* 
and  Combefis.^  I  only  observe,  that  the  Council  of  Trullu, 
which  was  held  An.  692,  or  707,  censures  the  Roman 
Church  itself  for  fasting-  on  this  day,  and  orders  them  to  cor- 
rect their  practice:  the  words  of  the  Canon  are  remarkable,' 
"  forasmuch  as  we  understand,  that  in  the  city  of  Rome  the 
sabbath  in  Lent  is  kept  as  a  fast,  contrary  to  the  rule  and 
custom  of  the  Church  :  it  seemed  g-ood  to  the  holy  Synod, 
that  in  the  Roman  Church  also  the  ancient  Canon  should  be 
revived  and  enforced,"  which  says,  "  if  any  clergyman  be 
found  to  fast  on  the  Lord's  day,  or  on  the  sabbath,  one  only 
excepted,  let  him  be  deposed;  if  a  layman,  let  him  be  ex- 
communicated." From  whence  we  may  observe,  that  this 
custom  of  celebrating-  the  sabbath  as  a  festival,  was  con- 
stantly and  inviolably  maintained  in  the  Greek  Church  with- 
out any  variation. 

Sbct.  0. — And  why  a  Fast  in  tlie  Roman  and  some  other  oi'   the  Latin 

Churches. 

And  there  are  some  learned  men  of  the  R^inan  commu- 
nion, who  think  it  was  so  originally  in  the  Latin  Church 
also.  Albaspinanis  is  so  clearly  of  this  opinion,'*  that  he 
thinks  the  Church  of  Rome  herself  at  first  observed  the 
sabbath  as  a  festival.  And  it  appears  plainly  from  Tertullian, 
who,  writing-  against  the  Orthodox  in  favour  of  the  ]Monta- 
nists,  says  expressly,  that  both  the  Catholics   and  the  M(  n- 

'  Maxim,  in  Dionys.de  Eccles.  Hierarcii.  caj).  \i.  '  Anastas. 

Qiiicst.  ixiv.  ^  Timulli.  De  iis  cjui  ad  fideni  catholicam  accedunt. 

♦  Niceph.  Antirrhetic.  *  Coteler.  in  Conslitut.  lib.  v. 

cap.   15.  "  Combcfis.  Ilistor.  Monotlielit.  p.   Itil. 

'  Con.  Trull,  can.  Iv,  al.  50.  *  Albasp.  0!)scr\at.  lib.  i.  cap.  13. 
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tanists  excepted  the  sabbath  out  of  their  fasts.  The  Catho- 
lics, he  says,  kept  no  sabbath  a  fast,^  except  the  great 
sabbath  before  Easter.  And  the  Montanists,  who  observed 
twice  in  the  year  two  weeks  of  Xerophagice,  or  fasts  upon 
dry  meats  only^  yet  never  fasted  in  them  either  on  the  sab- 
bath or  the  Lord's  day.  So  that  it  is  next  to  impossible, 
that  the  sa,bbath  should  have  been  a  fast  in  the  Roman 
Church  at  this  time,  and  yet  not  have  been  discerned 
by  so  acute  a  man  as  Tertullian,  when  it  was  so  much  for 
his  cause  in  this  dispute  to  have  taken  notice  of  it.  How- 
ever it  is  certain,  that  not  long-  after  in  the  Roman,  and  some 
other  of  the  Latin  Churches,  a  change  was  made  :  but  then 
the  very  manner  of  the  change  sufficiently  discovers  the 
novelty  of  it.  The  Council  of  Eliberis,^  which  first  introduced 
the  Saturday  fast  into  Spain,  plainly  intimates  that  it  was 
not  observed  there  before,  till  they  first  introduced  it,  and 
-that  most  probably  from  the  example  of  the  Roman  Church, 
where  it  had  been  settled  a  little  before.  St.  Austin  long 
after  this  observes,*  that  only  the  Roman  and  some  of  the 
Western  Churches,  not  all  of  them,  kept  the  sabbath  a  fast ; 
and  he  notes  more  particularly,^  in  Afric  how  they  were 
divided  in  their  practice :  for  in  the  Churches  of  the  same 
province,  and  sometimes  among  the  people  of  the  same 
Church,  it  was  very  common  for  some  to  dine,  and  some  to 
fast  on  the  sabbath.  But  at  Milan,  which  was  a  much 
nearer  neighbour  to  Rome,  the  ancient  custom  still  con- 
tinued of  keeping  Saturday  always  a  festival.  So  that  even 
in  Lent,  as  St.  Ambrose  himself  assures  us,*'  not  only  the 


'  Tertul.  de  Jejun.  cap.  xiv.  Quanquam  vos  etiam  sabbatura,  siquando 
continuatis,  nunquam  nisi  in  paschfi  jejunandum,  secundum  rationem  alibi 
redditam.  ^  Ibid.  cap.  xv.     Duas  in  annoHebdomadas  Xerophagiarura, 

nee  tolas,  exceptis  scilicet  sabbatis  et  Dominicis,  offerimus  Deo. 
^  Con.  Eliber.  can.  xxvi.     Errorem  placuit  corrigi,  utomni  sabbati  die  je- 
juniorum  superpositionem  celebremus.     Albaspin  Loc.     Superpositiones,  id 
est,  imponere  jejunia,  quae  solita  non  essent  observari.      Vid.  Con.  Aga- 
then.  can.  xii.  «,*  Aug.  Ep.  Ixxxvi.  ad  Casulanum.     Alii  propter 

humilitatera  mortis  Domini  jejunare  malient,  sicut  Roraana  et  nonnullae  occi- 
dentis  ecclesiae.  ^  Ibid.  p.  149.     Contingit  maximein  AfricQ, 

ut  una  ecclesia,  velunius  regionis  ecclesia,  alios  habeant  sabbato  prandentes, 
alios  jejunantea.  ®  Ambros.  de  E^a  et  Jejunio.  cap.  x. 

VOL.  VII.  je 
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Lord's  day,  but   every  sabbath,  except  the  great  sabbath 
before  Easter,  were  observed  as  festivals,  and  days  of  relaxa- 
atioD.     And  for  this  reason,  as  the  author  of  his  life  tells  us, 
he  was  used  to  dine  upon  Saturday  as   well  as  the  Lord's 
day.   Which  is  often  noted  also  by  St.  Austin'  in  answering 
a  scruple,  which  perplexed  his  mother  Monicha  and  some 
others,    concerning    the    observation    of    this  day,   when 
they  could    not  well   account   for  the   different   practices 
of    different    Churches,    some   of    which    kept    it    as    a 
fast,  and  others   as  a  festival.     To  satisfy  their  doubts,  he 
told  them,  that  in  all  things  of  this  nature,  where  the  Scrip- 
ture had  determined  nothing  positively  one  way  or  other, 
the  custom  of  the  people  of  God,  and  the  rules  of  our  fore- 
fathers were  to  be  taken  for  a  law :  and  to  dispute  about 
such  things,  and  condemn  the  practice  of  one  Church  from 
the  contrary  custom  of  another,   was  to  raise  endless  de- 
bates, and   lose    charity   in   the  heat  of  contention.       He 
added,  that  for  the   sake   of  his  mother  Monicha,  he  once 
went  to  consult  St.  Ambrose  upon  this  particular  question  ; 
who  told  him,  he  could  give  no  better  advice   in  the  case, 
than  to  do  as  he  himself  did :  for  when  I  go  to  Rome,  said 
he,  I  fast  on  the  Saturday,  as  they  do  at  Rome ;  when  I  am 
here,  I  do  not  fast.     So  likewise  you,  whatever  Church  you 
come  to,  observe  the  custom  of  the  place,   if  you  would 
neither  give  offence  to  others,  nor  take  offence  from  them. 
With  this  answer,  he   says,    he   satisfied  his  mother,  and 
ever  after  looked  upon  it  as  an  oracle  sent  from  Heaven. 
Nothing  can  be  plainer  now,  than  that  the  Saturday  fast  was 
not  received  in  all  the  Churches  of  the  West,  since  even  at 
Milan  it  always  continued  to  be  a  festival.    And  even  those 
Churches,  which  turned  it  into  a  fast,  could  not  agree  about 
the  reason  and  original  of  it.     Some   said   it  was  instituted 
by  St.  Peter  at  Rome,  upon  a  particular  occasion :  for  when 
he  was  to  contend  with  Simon  Magus  on  the  Lord's  day,^ 


'  Au^.  Ep,  Ixxxvi.  ad  Casulan.  Ep.  cxviii.  adJnnuar. 
Ibid.  p.  IW).      Est  (juidctn    tt    hicc  i)pini(»  iihiriinorum,    quamvi.s   earn  esse 
fal.sam  perhibcant   plt;ri(|uo    llnmani,  cjuod    Apostolus   Pdrus  cum  Sinionu 
Mago  die  Domiiiico  certaturus,  propter  ipsuin  inugnu}  teiUatioiiis  periculum, 


CHAP,   HI.]  CHRISTIAN   CHURCH.  51 

'or  the  dang-  er  of  the  great  temptation  he  held  a  fast  with 
the  Church  at  Rome  the  day  before,  and  having-  obtained  a 
prosperous  and  glorious  success  thereby,  he  continued  the 
same  custom,  and  some  of  the  western  Churches  followed 
his  example.    But  many  among  the  Romans  themselves  re- 
jected this  as  a  mere  fiction,  even  in  St.  Austin's  time, 
though  others  continued  still  in  the  belief  of  it,  as  appears 
from  what  is  said  in  Cassian,^  and  some  later  writers,  about 
this  fast    in  the  Roman   Church.      Pope   Innocent   gives 
another  reason  for  it,^  because  on  this  day  our  Saviour  lay 
buried  in  the  grave,  and  the  Apostles  were  in  deep  sorrow 
for  their  master,  and  hid  themselves  for  fear  of  the  Jews. 
Which  is  the  usual  reason  now  assigned  by  the  learned 
writers  of  the  present  Roman  Church,  Baronius/  Bellarmin, 
Combefis,*  and  others.     Yet  this  was  only  a  conjecture  of 
Pope  Innocent,   which   may  serve   for  a  reason   why  the 
Roman  Church  might  turn  the  Saturday  into  a  fast  before 
his  time,  but  does  not  prove  that  to  have  been  the  original 
practice.     Socrates  makes  the  Roman  Church  to  vary  once 
more  in  this  matter  :*  for  he  says  in  his  time  they  did  not 
fast  on  Saturdays  at  Rome  even  in  Lent,  but  only  five  days 
in  the  week  :  and  Valesius  and  Menardus  go  further,®  and  as- 
sert that  in  the  time  of  Pope  Leo  they  kept  but  three  days  in 
the  week  fasting  in  Lent  at  Rome :  for  which  they  allege  the 
words  of  Pope  Leo  himself  in  one  of  his  Lent  sermons  :"  on 
the  second  and  fourth  and  sixth  days'  of  the  week,  that  is. 


pridie  cum  ejusdem  urbis  ecclesiS,  jejunaverit,  et  consequuto  tam  prosper© 
gloriosoque  successu,  eundem  morem  tenuerit,  eumque  iraitats  sunt  nonnullae 
occidentis  ecclesiae. 

'  Cassian.  Institut.  lib.  iii.  cap.  10.  Anonymus  de  Francis  et  reliquis 
Latinis.  ap.  Combefis.  Hist.  Monothelit.  p.  4-29. 

*  Innoc.  Ep.  i.  ad  Decentium.  cap.  iv.  Si  sexta  feria  propter  passionem 
Domini  jejunamus,  sabbatum  prsetermittere  non  debemus,  quod  inter  tristitiam 
atque  Isetitiam  temporis  istius  (paschatis)  videtur  inclusum.  Nam  utique 
constat,  Apostolos  biduo  isto  in  maerore  fuisse,  et  propter  metum  Judseoruni 
se  occuluisse. 

^  Baron,  an.  57.  n.  207.  Bellarmin.  lib.  ii.  de  Bonis  Oper.  cap.  xviii.  torn.  4. 
*  Combefis.  ubi  supra.  *  Socrat.  lib.  v.  cap.  22. 

«  Vales,  in  Loc.  Menard,  in  Sacraraentar.  Gregorii.  cited  by  Pagi. 
^  Leo,  Serm.  iv.de  QuadragesiraS,     Secunda  igitur  et  quarta  et  sexta  feria 
jejunemus:  sabbato  autem  apud  B.PetvQm  Apostolum  Vigilias  colebremus. 

E  2 
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Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday,  let  us  fast :  and  on  the 
sabliath  celebrate  our  vi<^il  at  St.  Peter's  church."  But 
since  Mr.  QuesneP  and  Pagi^  have  shewn  this  passage  to 
be  foisted  into  Leo's  sernnon  by  some  later  hand,  from  the 
authority  of  several  manuscripts  that  want  it  5  and  since  it 
is  possible  Socrates  being  a  Greek  writer,  might  sometimes 
mistake  the  Roman  customs,  we  will  charge  the  Romans 
with  no  more  alterations  in  this  matter,  because  the 
Council  of  TruUo^  and  all  the  modern  Greeks  rather 
accuse  them  for  keeping  Saturday  a  fast,  when  all 
other  Churches  kept  it  a  festival.  It  is  suflficient  to 
have  shewn  that  both  the  Greek  and  Latin  Church  ori- 
ginally agreed  in  the  same  practice,  observing  the  sabbath 
together  with  the  Lord's  day  as  weekly  festivals,  and  that 
even  in  Lent,  the  great  sabbath  before  Easter  only  ex- 
cepted, 


CHAP.  IV. 

Oj  the  Festival  of  CkrisVs  JS/ativity  and  Epiphany. 

Sect.  1. — ^The  Nativity  of  Christ,  anciently  by  some,  said  to  be  in  May. 

Hitherto  we  have  considered  the  weekly  festivals  of  the 
ancient  Church,  and  now  we  are  to  speak  of  those  that  were 
annual,  or  only  celebrated  once  a  year,  such  as  the  festivals 
of  our  Saviour's  Nativity  and  Ej)iphany,  and  Easter,  and 
Pentecost,  and  Ascension,  and  the  anniversary  commemo- 
rations of  the  Apostles  and  Martyrs.  The  nativity  of  our 
Saviour  was  not  anciently  fixed  to  the  same  day  by  all 
Churches,  though  Baronius*  and   other  writers  commonly 


'  Quesnt'l.  Dissert,  vi.  ile  Jiijunio  Sabbali,  &c. 

"  I'a-^'u  Critic,  in  Uaron.  an  .57.  n.  2. 

"  Con.  Trull,  can  Iv.  ♦  Baron.  Apparut.n.  121. 
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assert,  that  both  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  Churches  it  was 
always  observed  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  December.  Which 
is  a  very  great  mistake  in  learned  men.  For  not  to  mention 
what  Clemens  Alexandrinus  says  of  the  Basilidian  heretics,* 
that  they  asserted,  that  Christ  was  born  on  the  twenty-fourth 
or  twenty-fifth  of  the  month,  which  the  Egyptians  call  Phar- 
rauthi,  that  is  April :  he  says  a  more  remarkable  thing  of 
some  others,^  who  were  more  curious  about  the  year  and  the 
day  of  Christ's  nativity,  which  they  said  was  in  the  twenty- 
eighth  year  of  Augustus  Caesar,  and  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
the  month  Pachon  ;  which  though  Pamelius  artfully  calls 
December,  to  serve  the  common  hypothesis,'  and  impose 
upon  his  reader,  yet  nothing  is  more  certain  than  it  signi- 
fies the  month  of  May,*  as  Mr.  Basnage  has  at  large  de- 
monstrated out  of  Epiphanius  and  Theophilus  Alexandrinus, 
who  usually  follow  the  Egyptian  calendar,  where  Pachon 
answers  to  our  May,  as  every  one  knows,  who  has  any  un- 
derstanding in  the  several  styles,  by  which  the  ancient  writers 
made  their  chronological  computations. 

Sect.  2. — By  others  fixed  to  the  Day  of  Epiphany  or  Sixth  of  January. 

But  what  is  more  considerable  in  this  matter,  is,  that  the 
greatest  part  of  the  Eastern  Church  for  three  or  four  of  the 
first  ages  kept  the  feast  of  Christ's  nativity  on  the  same  day, 
which  is  now  called  Epiphany,  or  the  sixth  of  January,  which 
denotes  Christ's  manifestation  to  the  world  in  four  several 
respects,  which  at  first  were  all  commemorated  upon  this 
day:  viz.  1.  By  his  nativity  or  incarnation,  which  was  the 
appearance  of  God  manifested  in  the  flesh.  2.  By  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  star,  which  guided  the  wise  men  unto  Christ 
at  his  birth,  and  was  the  Epiphany  or  manifestation  of  Him 
to  the  Gentiles.  3.  By  the  glorious  appearance  that  was 
made  at  his  baptism,  when  the  Heavens  were  opened,  and 


'  Clem.  Strom,  i.  p.  408.  "^  Ibid.  p.  407. 

^  Pamcl.Not.  in  Tcrtull.  contra  Jiidajos.  cap.  viii.  n.79. 
*  Basnag.  Critic,  in  Baron,  p.  '^16. 
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the  Holy  Ghost  descended  in  a  bodily  shape  like  a  dove 
and  lig-htod  upon  Him,  and  a  voice  came  from  Heaven  say- 
ing, "  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." 
4.  By  the  appearance  or  manifestation  of  his  divinity,  when 
by  his  first  miracle  He  turned  the  water  into  wine  at  the 
marriage  in  Cana  of  Galilee.  That  this  day  was  kept  as  our 
Saviour's  birth-day  for  several  ages  by  the  Churches  of 
Egypt,  Jerusalem,  Antioch,  Cyprus,  and  other  Churches  of 
the  East,  is  so  evident  from  good  authorities,*  that  among 
learned  men  it  is  now  a  thing  beyond  all  dispute.  Cassian^ 
says  expressly,  that  in  his  time  all  the  Egyptian  provinces, 
under  the  general  name  of  Epiphany,  understood  as  well  the 
nativity  of  Christ  as  his  baptism:  and  therefore  they  did  not 
commemorate  those  two  mysteries  upon  two  distinct  days, 
as  was  usual  in  the  western  Provinces,  but  celebrated  both 
of  them  together  upon  that  one  day's  festival.  And  Genna- 
dius  mentions  one  Timothy  a  bishop,^  who  composed  a  book 
concerning  the  nativity  of  the  Lord,  which  he  supposed  to 
be  on  the  day  of  F]piphany.  Cotelerius  not  improbably  con- 
jectures,* that  this  was  no  other  than  Timothy  bishop  of 
Alexandria,  though  Dr.  Cave^  speaks  of  him  as  a  later 
writer.  But  before  the  time  of  the  Council  of  Ephesus,  An. 
431.  the  Egyptians  had  altered  the  day  of  Christ's  nativity, 
and  fixed  it  to  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  their  month  Chajac, 
which  is  the  twenty-fifth  of  December:  as  appears  from  the 
homily  of  Paulus  Emisenus,*^  spoken  before  Cyril  of  Alexan- 
dria, antl  related  in  the  acts  of  that  Council.  It  was  not 
long  before  this,  that  the  Churches  of  Antioch  and  Syria 
came  into  the  western  observation.     For  Chrysostom,'  in 


'  Vi«lc  Coteler.  in  Constit.   Aposl.  lib.  v.  cap.  13. 

"  Cassian.  (^ollnt.  x.  cap.  2.  K|iipliani(>ruin  iliiiii  provincial  illius  sacer- 
«lot?s,  vel  Doniiiiici  l)aplisnii,  vi-l  siciiiulmncariu'iii  iiativitatis  esse  defmiunt ; 
et  idcirco  utriiiscino  Hairaim-nti  soioiinitali-m  nun  bilarif,  ul  inocciduis  pro- 
\iiirii.s,  sfd  sub  iinfi  difi  hujus  ffslivilalf  coniilcbrant. 

"  Gennad.  df  Scrij)l(>r.  cap.  Iviii.  'riniolhcus  fpiscopiis  cinnpo.siiit  libruni 
tlf  nativitatc  Domini  serundiini  carncni,  quant  credit  in  Tju'ophania  factam. 

*  t^otcicr.  Not.  in  C<)nslilut.   lib.  v.  cap.    13. 

*  l/'uvc  Hist.  1. iter.  toni.  i.  p.  301  "  I'aul.  ICniisiii.  lloiuil. 
in  Actis  ('on.  M pin  is.  part.  iii.  cap.  31.    Con.  torn.  iii.  p.  lOiXi. 

'  riirys.  Horn.  xxxi.  dc  Nutuli  Christi.  loni.   v.   p.    KX). 
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one  of  his  homilies  to  the  people  of  Antioch,  tells  them  that 
ten  years  were  not  yet  past,  since  they  came  to  the  true 
knowledg-e  of  the  day  of  Christ's  birth,  which  they  kept  be- 
fore on  Epiphany,  till  the  western  Church  gave  them  better 
information.  And  from  that  time  the  Nativity  and  Epiphany 
were  distinct  festivals,  as  appears  from  other  Homilies  of 
this  writer,*  where  he  speaks  distinctly  of  them,  as  two  days, 
which  had  been  thought  one  and  the  same  before.  Epipha- 
nius,  who  was  bishop  of  Salamis  or  Constantia,  the  metro- 
polis of  Cyprus,  often  speaks  of  Christ's  nativity,  and  always 
follows  the  eastern  calculation,  fixing  it  to  the  same  day 
with  Epiphany  in  the  month  of  January.  In  one  place  he 
says,2  it  is  not  lawful  to  fast  on  the  day  of  Epiphany,  on 
which  day  the  Lord  was  born  in  the  flesh.  In  another  he* 
takes  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  make  his  reader  understand 
that  Christ  was  born  in  January,  that  is,  says  he,  on  the 
eighth  of  the  Ides  of  January,  which  is  the  fifth  of  January, 
according  to  the  Romans,*  and  the  eleventh  of  Tybi  accord- 
ing to  the  Egyptians,  and  the  sixth  of  Audinseus  according 
to  the  Syro-Macedonians,  and  the  fifth  of  the  fifth  month 
according  to  the  Cypriots  or  Salaminians,  and  the  fourteenth 
of  Julus  according  to  the  Paphians,  and  the  twenty-first  of 
Aleon  according  to  the  Arabians,  and  the  thirteenth  of  Atarta 
according  to  the  Cappadocians,  and  the  thirteenth  of  Tibeth 
according  to  the  Hebrews,  and  the  sixth  of  Memacterion 
according  to  the  Athenians.  Nothing  could  be  more  par- 
ticular in  fixing  the  day  of  Christ's  nativity  to  that  of  Epi- 
phany, or  Epiphany  to  the  fifth  or  sixth  of  January,  than  this 
so  minute  account  of  Epiphanius.  Which  is  confirmed  by 
St.  Jerom,  who  though  he  diflPered  from  Epiphanius  as  to 
the    day    of    Christ's    nativity,    yet    he     intimates,^     that 


•  Chrys.  Horn.   xxiv.  de  Bapt.  Christi.  torn.  i.  p.  311. 

*  Epiphan.  Expos.  Fid.  xxii.  *  Id.  Hser.  li.  Alogor.  n.2-l.  Vid.  n.  1 6. 

*  Some  think  this  should  be  written,  the  sixth  of  January,  because  the 
eighth  of  the  ides  of  January  is  the  sixth  of  January  in  the  Roman  Calen- 
dar :  but  St.  Jerom  also  places  Epiphany  upon  the  fifth  of  January,  Com.  ia 
Ezek.  i.  p.  459.  And  the  Asiatics  did  so  likewise.  Vid.  Usser.  de  Anno 
solari  Maccdoniim  ct  Asionorum.  lib.  ii. 

*  Ibid.    Apud  Oricntales  October  crat  primus  mensis,  et  Januarius  iiuartus 
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there  were  some,  who  still  believed  that  Christ's  nati- 
vity was  upon  the  Epiphany,  which  was  the  fifth  of 
January,  which  the  prophet  Ezekiel  called  the  fifth 
day  of  the  fourth  month,  reckoning-  the  first  month  from 
October,  wlien  the  tithes  were  carried  to  the  temple  alter 
the  harvest  and  vintag-e  were  g-athered  in,  according"  to  the 
custom  of  the  oriental  nations.  The  author  of  the  Homily 
upon  the  Epiphany  among-  the  works  of  Origen  says  the 
same,*  that  there  were  ditferent  opinions  and  traditions  in  the 
world  about  it :  some  said  he  was  born  upon  that  day 
others  said  it  was  only  the  day  of  his  baptism.  Pagi  adds' 
Clemens  Alexandrinus  and  Eusebiusto  the  number  of  those, 
who  believed  the  nativity  of  Christ  to  be  on  the  Epiphany 
or  sixth  of  January:  and  considering-  where  and  when  they 
lived,  it  is  very  probable  they  did  so,  though  he  cites  no 
authority  out  of  them  :  for  not  only  the  Alexandrians,  but 
the  Churches  of  Jerusalem  and  Palestine,  where  Ekif^ebius 
lived,  observed  the  nativity  of  Christ  on  the  same  day  w  ith 
Epiphany  for  several  ages,  and  pretended  the  authority  of 
an  epistle  of  St.  James  for  their  practice,  till  Juvenal, 
bishop  of  Jerusalem,  upon  better  information  reduced  it  to 
the  twenty-fifth  of  December,  as  Cotelerius  shews  at  large 
out  of  Basilius  Cilix,  Joannes  Nicacnus,  and  an  Homily 
under  the  name  of  St.  Chrysostom,  and  other  writers.* 

Sect.  3.  — In  the  Latin  Church  always  observed  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
December. 

Thus  stood  the  case  in  the   eastern   Church   for   several 
ages;  in  those  of  the  West  it   was   generally   observed,  as 


Quintain  autcm  diem  mensis  ndjungit,  ut  significct  baptisma,  in  (|uo  aperti 
sunt  (  hristo  coeli,  »t  »>]iipliaiiioruni  dies  hiijiisque  vc-nerabilis  est;  non  ut 
quidam  piUtlnt,  nntaiis  in  came.  Tunc  eniin  absconditus  est,  <-!  non  &\t*- 
pnriiit:  quod  huic  tenipori  congruit,  quandi>  dicluui  est,  iiic  est  Fiiius  nieus 
dilectuM.  in  (luo  niihi  conij)bu'ui. 

'  Orig.  Horn.  viii.  de  Diversis.  torn.  ii.  p.  4W.  Sivc  liodie  nalus  esl 
Dominus  Jesus,  sive  iiodie  hapli/atus,  diversii  (jnippe  opinio  ferlur  in 
mundo.  '  I'agi.  A|ipaial.  tniionol.  ad  Haron,  n.  95. 

*'  »"c.t*'l»'r.  Not.  ill  t'onstitut.  lib.  v.  cap.  13. 
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now  k  is,  a  distinct  festival  from  Epiphany,  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  December.  For  so,  St.  Austin  says,*  the  current 
tradition  was,  "  that  Christ  was  born  on  the  eighth  of  the 
Kalends  of  January,"  that  is,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  De- 
cember. And  both  Cassian^  and  St.  Jerom  say,^  the  nativity 
and  Epiphany  were  kept  on  different  days  in  all  the  Western 
Churches.  And  both  these  were  indifferently  called  Theo- 
phania,  et  Epiphania,  et  prima  et  secunda  nativitas,  the 
Epiphany,  or  manifestation  of  God,  and  his  first  and 
second  nativity :  that  being-  the  first,  whereon  he  was  born 
in  the  flesh ;  and  that  his  second  nativity  or  Epiphany, 
whereon  he  was  baptised,  and  manifested  by  a  star  to  the 
Gentiles,  as  the  reader  may  find  largely  demonstrated  by 
Cotelerius*  and  Suicerus,^  out  of  Gregory  Nazianzen, 
Ambrose,  Basil,  Theodorus  Studita,  and  several  other 
writers. 

Sect.  4.— The  Original  of  this  Festival  derived  from  the  Apostolical   Age 
by  some  Ancient  Writers. 

Now  the  original  of  this  festival  is  by  many  learned  men 
carried  as  high  as  the  age  of  the  Apostles.  Dr.  Cave  says,^ 
the  first  footsteps  he  can  find  of  it,  are  in  the  second  cen- 
tury, though  he  doubts  not  but  that  it  might  be  celebrated 
before.  His  authority  is  Theophilus,  bishop  of  Caesarea, 
who  lived  about  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Commodus, 
anno  192.  But  he  quotes  no  book  of  Theophilus,  there- 
fore we  are  left  to  conjecture  that  he  meant  his  paschal 
epistle,  mentioned  by  Eusebius  and  St,  Jerom,  out  of  which 
Hospinian  before  had  alleged  these  words,  importing,  that 
the  French  observed  the  nativity  of  Christ  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  December:  for  they,  says  Hospinian,' argued  thus 


•  Aug.  de  Trin.  lib.   iv,  cap.  6.     Natus  autera  traditur  octavo    Kalendas 
Januarias.  ^  Cassian.  Collat.  x.  cap.  2. 

^  Hieron.  in  Ezek.  cap.  i.     See  also  Constit.  Apost,  lib.  v,  cap.  13.  lib.  viii. 
cap.  33.     Opus  Imperfect,  sub  nomine  Chrysost.  ad  Mat.  24,  22. 

*  Coteler.  ubi  supra.  *  Suicer.  '^I'hesaur.  Eccl.  voce,  'lEiKi^avun. 

•  Cave  Prim.  Christ,  par.  i.ihap.  vii.  p.  194.  '  Hospin.  de 
Festis  Christian,  p.  110. 
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for  the  observation  of  the  paschal  festival :  sicut  Domini 
natalern  quocunque  die  octavo  Kalendarum  Januarii  vene- 
rit,  ita  et  octavo  Kalendar^im  Apr  His  ^  quando  resurrectio 
accidit,  Christi  debemus  fascha  celebrare:  as  we  celebrate  the 
nativity  of  Christ  on  the  eighth  of  the  Kalends  of  January, 
that  is,  the  twenty-fifth  of  December,  whatever  day  of  the  iceek 
that  happens  to  fall  upon :  so  we  ought  to  keep  the  paschal 
feast  on  the  eighth  of  the  Kalends  of  April,  that  is,  the 
twenty-fifth  of  March,  because  the  resurrection  of  Christ 
happened  upon  this  day.  But  still  I  am  at  a  loss  to  find 
these  words  in  Theophilus.  For  Bede,  who  relates  the 
letter,  has  no  more  than  these  words  in  his  synodical 
epistle '}  Gain  qudcunque  die  octavd  Kalendarum  Aprilium 
fuisset,  quando  Christi  resurrectio  tradebatur,  semper 
pascha  celebrabant.  But  there  is  no  mention  made  at  all  of 
the  nativity  of  Christ  throughout  the  whole  Epistle,  which 
seems  to  be  spurious  also,  and  of  no  credit:  certain  enough 
it  is  not  that,  which  is  mentioned  by  Eusebius  and  St  Jerom: 
so  that  1  lay  no  stress  upon  this  authority,  as  being  neither 
full  to  the  point,  nor  authentic.  Hospinian  and  Dr.  Cave 
allege  further  for  its  antiquity  that  sad  story,  which  is  re- 
lated by  Nicephorus^  and  Baronius^  out  of  the  ancient  mar- 
tyrologies,  where  it  is  said,  that  when  the  persecution 
raged  under  Diocletian,  at  Nicomedia,  among  other  acts  of 
his  barbarous  cruelty,  he  finding  multitudes  of  Christians, 
young  and  old,  met  togetlier  in  the  church  upon  the  day 
of  Christ's  nativity,  to  celebrate  that  festival,  commanded 
the  church  doors  to  be  shut  up,  and  fire  to  be  put  to  it, 
which  in  a  short  time  reduced  them  and  the  Church  to 
ashes.  This  is  probable  enough,  because  we  have  the  like 
instances  of  barbarity  committed  upon  them  in  other  places 
on    the   Lord's  day,  as  has   been   related   before    out    of 


'  Do  Ordinatione  Feriarumpaschalium  per  Theophihim  Cnesaricnsem  nc 
rcliqiiorum  episcoporum  sj  lodum.  Ap.  Bedam  de  jf'Jquinoctio  Vi-rnali. 
torn.  iii.  p.'iS'i.  llahfliir  ttiain  ap.  Huclicrium  Coin,  in  Canon.  I'asclial. 
Viclorii.rt  ap.  I.rihbe  Con.  torn.  i.  p.  690.  ^  N'icrph.  lib.  \ii.  cap.O. 

^  Haron.  un.  301.  p.  11. 
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Lactantius  and  Eusebius.'  But  it  is  more  material,  that 
Chrysostom  says,^  this  day  was  of  great  antiquity  and  of 
long-  continuance,  being-  famous  and  renowned  in  the 
Church  from  the  beg-inning  far  and  wide  from  Thrace,  as 
as  far  as  Gades,  in  Spain.  It  is  certain  it  was  observed  re- 
ligiously in  the  time  of  Gregory  Nazianzen  and  St.  Basil : 
for  they  have  both  sermons  upon  the  occasion ;  and 
Ammianus  Marcellinus  says,^  Julian  in  the  time  of 
Constantius  pretending-  to  be  a  christian,  when  in  his  heart 
he  was  an  heathen,  and  had  secretly  revolted,  to  conceal 
his  apostacy,  which  was  known  only  to  a  few  of  his  confi- 
dents, went  with  the  Christians  to  church,  and  performed 
the  solemn  worship  of  God  with  them,  on  the  festival  which 
they  call  Epiphany,  and  celebrate  in  the  month  of  January. 
Zonaras  in  telling-  the  same  story,  says,  it  was  on  the  na- 
tivity of  Christ :  which  makes  some  conclude,  that  the 
Nativity  and  Epiphany  were  still  in  France  the  same  festi- 
val :  but  considering-  that  France  was  one  of  the  Western 
provinces,  where  these  festivals  were  always  kept  apart,  it 
is  more  probable  that  Zonaras  was  mistaken  in  the  day: 
however  we  may  safely  conclude,  that  at  this  time  both  the 
Nativity  and  the  Epiphany  were  kept  as  festivals  in  France: 
and  that  is  enough,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  to  ascertain 
the  antiquity  of  their  observation. 


Sect.  5. — This  Festival  observed  ■with  the  same  religious  Veneration  as 
the  Lord's  day. 

As  to  the  manner  of  keeping  this  festival,  we  may  ob- 
serve, they  did  it  with  the  greatest  veneration.  For  they 
always  speak  of  it  in  the  highest  terms,  as  the  principal 
festival  of    Christians,    from    which    all  others  took  their 


•  Lact.  lib.  v.cap.  11,  Euseb.  lib.  viii.cap.  11.     See  chap.  ii.  n.  8. 
'  Chrys.  Horn.  xxxi.  de  Bapt.  Chrisli.  torn.  v.  p.  467. 

*  Ammian.  lib.  xxi,  p,  19;>.  Ut  hstc  interim  celarentur,  feriarum  die,  qiK  ni 
celebrantes  meiise  Jamuuio  Chrisliani  epiphania  dictitant,  progressus  in 
corum  ecclesiam  soleiinitei'  nuiniue  orato  discessit. 
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orig-lnal.     Chrysostom   styles  it  the  most  venerable  and  tre- 
mendous of  all  festivals,  and   the  metropolis  or  mother  of 
all  festivals :'  adding-,  that  from  this  both  the  Theophania, 
so  he  styles  Epiphany,  and  the  holy  Paschal   feast,  and  the 
assumption  or  ascension,  and  Pentecost,  took  their  original. 
For  if  Christ  had  not  been  born   according-   to   the  Hesh, 
He   had    not  been   baptised,    which    is    the    Theophania 
or  Epiphany :  neither  had  He  been  crucified,  which  is  the 
Paschal   festival :    neither  had  He  sent  the  Holy   Ghost, 
which  is  our  Pentecost.      But  we  do  not  give  this  festival 
the  preference  merely  upon  this  account,  but  because  the 
thing,  that  was  done  upon  this  day,  was  more  tremendous 
than  all  others.     For  that  Christ  should  die,  when  He  was 
a  man,  was  a  thing  of  natural  consequence ;   but  that  when 
He  was  God,  He  should  bo  willing  to  bo  made  man,  and 
condescend  to  humble  Himself  beyond  all  imagination  and 
conception,  this  is  indeed  wonderful  and  astonishing  in  the 
highest  degree.      In  admiration  of  this,  St.  Paul  as  it  were 
in  a  rapture   says,  "  without  controversy  great  is  the  mys- 
tery of  Godliness:  God  was  manifested  in  the  flesh."     For 
this  reason  chiefly  I  love  and  embrace  this  day,    and  pro- 
pound it  to  you,  that  I  may  make  you  partakers  of  the  same 
inducement  of  love.      I  therefore  pray   and  beseech  you, 
come  with  all  diligence  and  alacrity,  every  man  first  purging 
his  own  house,  to  see  our  Lord  wrapt  in  swadling-clothes 
and  lying  in  a  manger.     A  tremendous  and  wonderful  sight 
indeed  !      Thus  the  Holy   Father  invites  his  auditory,  five 
days  beforehand,  to  celebrate  the  nativity  of  Christ.     And 
we  may  observe,  that  the  day  was  kept  with  the  same  vene- 
ration and  religious  solemnity  as  the  Lord's  day.      For  they 
had    always    sermons   on   this    day,    of    which  there    are 
many  instances  in  Chrysostom,  Nazianzen,  Basil,  Ambrose, 
Austin,  Leo,  Chrysologus,  and   many  others.      Neither  did 
they  let  this  day  ever   ])ass  without  a  solemn  communion. 
For  Chrysostom  in  this  very  place  invites  his  people  to  the 
holy  table,  telling  them,  that  if  they  came  with  faith,  they 
might  see  Christ  lying  in  the  manger:  for  the  holy  t<d)le  sup- 


Chrys.  Ifom.  xxxi.  do  Philognnio.  lorn.  i.  p.3U,  J). 
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plied  the  place  of  the  manger ;  the  body  of  the  Lord  was 
laid  upon  the  holy  table,  not  as  before  wrapt  in   swadling-- 
clothes,  but  invested  on  every  side   with  the  Holy  Spirit. 
And  that  the  solemnity  might  be  more  universally  observed, 
liberty  was  granted  on  this  day  to   servants,  to  rest  from 
their  ordinary  labours,  as    on  the   sabbath  and  the  Lord's 
day.     This  is  particularly  mentioned  by  the  Author  of  the 
Apostolical  Constitutions  :^    let    servants    rest  from   their 
labour  on  the  day  of  Christ's  nativity,  because  on  this  day 
an  unexpected  blessing  was  given  unto  men,  in  that  the 
Word  of  God,  Jesus  Christ,  was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
for  the  salvation  of  the  world.      And  all  fasting   was   as 
strictly  prohibited  on  this  festival  as  on  the  Lord's  day : 
and  no  one  without  suspicion  of  some  impious  heresy  could 
go  against  this  rule,  as  appears  from  what  Pope   Leo   says, 
of  the  Priseillianists,®  that   they  dishonoured   the   day   of 
Christ's  nativity  and  the  Lord's  day  by  fasting,  which  thev 
pretended  they  did  only  for  the  exercise  of  devotion  in  an 
Ascetic  life,  but  in  reality  it  was  to  affront  the  days  of  his 
nativity  and  resurrection,  because  with  CerdonandMarcion, 
and  the  Manichees,  they  neither  believed  the  truth  of  our 
Saviour's  incarnation,  nor  his  resurrection.     Therefore  in 
opposition  to  these  and  such  like  heresies,  the  Church  was 
always  very  jealous  of  any,  who  pretended  to  make  a  fast  of 
the  nativity  of  Christ. 

Finally  to  shew  all  possible  honour  to  this  day,  the 
Church  obliged  all  persons  to  frequent  religious  assemblies 
in  the  city-churches,  and  not  go  to  any  of  the  lesser 
churches  in  the  country,  except  some  necessity  of  sickness 
or  infirmity  compelled  them  so  to  do.^  And  the  laws  of  the 
state  prohibited  all  public  games  and  shews  on  this  day,  as 
on  the  Lord's  day.     For  though  at  first  the  prohibition  only 


'  Constit.  lib.  viii.  cap.  33.  *  Leo.  Ep.  xciii.  ad    urbium. 

cap.  iv.  Natalem  Christi  non  vere  isti  honorant,  sed  honorarese  simulant, 
jejunantes  eodem  die,  sicutdie  Dominico,  &c.  Vid.  Con.  Bracaren.  i.  can.  4. 
"  Con.  Aiirelian.  i.  can.  27.  Ut  nulli  civium  paschiB,  natalis,  vel  quadra- 
gcsiinae  solennia  in  villS.  liceat  celebrare,  nisi  quem  infirmitas  probabitur 
tenuisse. 
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extended  to  tlio  Lord's  Day,  yet  Theodosius  junior,  by  a 
new  law  restrained  them  on  the  Lord's  day,'  and  Epiphany, 
and  the  Paschal  festival,  and  the  fifty  days  of  Pentecost,  be- 
cause at  these  times  the  minds  of  Christians  ought  to  be 
wholly  employed  in  the  worship  and  service  of  God.  Some 
also  think,'  the  verydesig-n  of  appointing  the  feast  of  Christ's 
Nativity  and  Epiphany  at  this  season  of  the  year  was  chiefly 
to  oppose  the  vanities  and  excesses  which  the  Heathen  in- 
dulged themselves  in  upon  their  Saturnalia  and  Kalends  of 
January  at  this  very  time  of  the  year.  Nazianzen's  exhorta- 
tion to  his  people  on  the  nativity  of  Christ  seems  directly 
intended  against  them,^  when  he  thus  endeavours  to  guard 
his  auditory  from  running  into  the  same  abuses :  let  us  cele- 
brate this  festival,  not  after  the  way  of  the  world,  but  in  a 
divine  and  celestial  manner ;  not  minding  our  own  things, 
but  the  things  of  the  Lord ;  not  the  things  that  tend  to 
raake^us  sick  and  infirm,  but  those  things,  which  will  heal 
and  cure  us.  Let  us  not  crown  our  doors  with  garlands, 
nor  exercise  ourselves  in  dances;  let  us  not  adorn  our  streets, 
nor  feed  our  eyes,  nor  gratify  our  ears  with  music,  nor  any 
of  our  senses,  touching,  tasting,  smelling,  with  any  of  those 
things  that  lead  the  way  to  vice  ;  and  are  the  inlets  of  sin. 
Let  us  not  effeminately  adorn  ourselves  with  soft  clothing, 
nor  jewels,  nor  gold,  nor  artificial  colours  invented  to  destroy 
the  divine  image  in  us:  let  us  not  indulge  rioting  and 
drunkenness,  which  are  frequently  attended  with  chamber- 
ing and  wantonness  :  let  us  not  set  up  our  lofty  canopies  or 
tables,  providing  delicacies  for  the  belly;  nor  be  enamoured 
with  the  fragrancy  of  wines,  or  niceties  of  cookery,  and  pre- 
cious ointments  :  let  not  sea  and  land  present  us  with  their 
precious  dung;  (for  that  is  the  best  name  lean  give  their 
delights,)  nor  let  any  of  us  strive  to  out-do  one  another  in 


'  Cod.  Til.  lib.  XV.  tit.  V.  dc  Spectaculis.  leg.  v.      Dominico,   ct  natalc, 

atqui!  e|)i[)hani(>rum  Christi,  pasclia;  ctiam  et  quiiuiuagesima;  diebus oinni 

tlR-atrorum  atijut;  circcnsiuin  voluptatc  per  iinivi-rsas  urbes,  carundein  popu- 
lis  deiiegari,  totic  Cliristianoruni  ac  fi(Uliuiii  iiu'iites  Dei  cultibus  occupcn- 
tur,  &c.  »  Hospin.  deFestis  Christian,  p.  111. 

■  Naz.  Orat.  xxxviii.  p.  61*.  in  Tlmoplmniain  sivcNatalein  Christi. 
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luxury  and  intemperance.  But  let  us  leave  these  thing's  to 
the  heathen,  and  to  their  heathenish  pomps  and  festivals, 
who  give  the  name  of  gods  to  those,  who  delight  in  the 
smell  of  sacrifices  and  agreeably  worship  their  deities  with 
the  belly,  being  wicked  makers  of  wicked  devils,  and  as 
wicked  priests  and  worshippers  of  them.  But  let  us,  who 
worship  the  Word  of  God,  place  our  delights  in  the  divine 
law,  and  such  discourses  as  are  proper  and  agreeable  to  the 
present  festival. 


Sect.  6. — Of  Epiphany  as  a  distinct  Festival. 

As  to  Epiphany,  they  who  observed  it  as  a  distinct  festival 
from  the  nativity,  did  it  chiefly  upon  the  account  of  our  Savi- 
our's baptism,  and  the  appearing  of  the  star,  which  conducted 
the  wise  men  of  the  East  to  come  and  worship  our  Saviour. 
To  which  some  added  two  other  reasons,  that  of  our  Saviour's 
first  miracle  wrought  at  Cana  in  Galilee,  when  he  turned 
the  water  into  wine ;  and  that  other  miracle  of  his  feeding 
five  thousand  men  with  five  loaves.     All  which  are  put  to- 
gether in  one  of  the  sermons,  which  go  under  the  name  of 
St.  Austin,  upon  this  day.    "  On  this  day,"  says  he,*   "  we 
celebrate  the  mystery  of  God's  manifesting  Himself  by  his 
miracles  in  human  nature  ;  either  because  on   this  day  the 
star  in  Heaven  gave  notice  of  his  birth ;    or  because  He 
turned  water  into  wine   at  the    marriage-feast  at  Cana  in 
Galilee  ;  or  because  He  consecrated  water  for  the  reparation 
of  mankind  by  his  baptism  in  the  river  Jordan ;  or  because 
with  the  five  loaves  He  fed  five  thousand  men.   For  each  of 
thesecontains  the  mysteries  and  joys  of  our  salvation."  Petrus 


'  Aug.  Serm.xxix.de  Tempore.  Hodie  illud  sacramentum  colimus,  quo 
sein  horaine  Deus  virtutibus  declaravit;  pro  eo  quod  in  hacdiesive  quod  in 
coelo  Stella  ortus  sui  nuncium  pra;buit;  sive  quod  in  CanS  Galilaeae  in  con- 
vivio  nuptiali  aquam  in  vinum  convertit ;  sive  quod  in  Jordanis  undis  aquas  ad 
reparationera  humani  generis  suo  baptismoconsecravit;  sive  quod  de  quin- 
que  panibus  quinque  millia  hominum  satiavit.  In  quolibet  horum  salutis 
nostrsemysteriacoBtinentur  et  gaudia. 
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Chrysolog'us'  and  EucheriuR  Lug-dunensis'  mention  the 
tliree  first  reasons,  but  not  the  last.  Pope  Leo  has  eight 
sermons  upon  this  festival,'  in  which  he  insists  upon  no 
other  reason  hut  the  manifestation  of  Christ's  birth  to  the 
wise  men,  by  the  appearance  of  the  star.  St.  Jerom  on  the 
otlier  hand  makes  it  to  be  celebrated  chiefly  in  commemo- 
ration of  our  Saviour's  baptism,*  and  the  manifestation  of 
him  to  the  world  by  the  voice  that  came  from  heaven,  say- 
ing', "  Thou  art  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  1  am  well  pleas- 
ed." And  the  Greek  writers  commonly  insist  upon  this 
reason.  Why,  says  Chrysostom,*  is  not  the  day,  on  which 
Christ  was  born,  called  Epiphany,  but  the  day  on  which  He 
was  baptised?  Because  He  was  not  manifested  to  all  when 
He  was  born,  but  when  He  was  baptised.  For  to  the  day 
of  his  baptism  He  was  g-enerally  unknown.  As  appears 
from  those  words  of  John  the  Baptist,  "  There  standeth 
one  among  you,  whom  ye  know  not."  And  what  wonder 
that  others  should  not  know  Him,  when  the  Baptist  himself 
knew  Him  not  before  that  day.  "  For  I  knew  Him  not," 
says  He,  "  but  He  that  sent  me  to  baptise  with  water,  the 
Same  said  unto  me,  upon  whom  thou  shalt  see  the  Spirit 
descending  and  remaining-  on  Him,  the  same  is  He  that  bap- 
tiscth  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  Gregory  Nazianzen  assigns 
the  same  reason  for  the  observation  of  this  festival:' 
this  holy  day  of  lights,  to  which  we  are  come,  and 
which  we  this  day  celebrate  as  a  festival,  had  its  ori- 
ginal from  the  baptism  of  Christ,  the  true  Light  "  that 
lightcth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world."  In  like 
manner  Gregory  Nyssen  intitles  his  sermon  on  the  baptism 
of  Christ,'  iig  Tijv  rifitpav  tmv  (^wrwv,  &c.  a  discourse  on 
the  (lay  of  li(jhts,  on  which  our  Lord  was  baptised.  And 
A*>terius  Amascnus,  speaking  of  the  chief  Christian   festi- 


'  ChrysoloR.  Serm.  clvii.de  Epiplianiact  Matjis. 

•  Eucher.  Horn.  In  Vigil.  S.  Amlrtip.  •  Leo  Scini  in  Epiphan. 
p.  25,  Ac.                             *  Hieron.  in  Ezck.  i.  p.  459. 

*  thry.s.  Horn.  xxiv.  de  Bapt.  Christi.  torn.  i.  p.  311.  *  Naz. 
Orat.  xxxix.  lom.i.  p.  G21.  '  Nyssen.  Oral,  dc  Bapt.  Christi. 
torn.  iii.  p.  SCO. 
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vals,*  says,  we  celebrate  the  nativity,  because  at  this  time 
God  manifested  his  divinity  to  us  in  the  flesh.  We  cele- 
brate i\\e  feast  of  light  (^cpdjTa  Travnyvpiv)  because  by  the  re- 
mission of  our  sins  (in  baptism)  we  are  broug-ht,  as  it  were 
out  of  the  dark  prison  of  our  former  hfe,  to  a  life  of  light 
and  virtue. 


Sect.  7.— Why  this  Day  is  called   by  some  the  second  Epiphany,  and  Diet 
Luminum,  the  Day  of  Lights. 

For  baptism  being- generally  called  (pdjg  and  ((xoTicriuLa,  light 
and  illumination,  from  the  great  and  admirable  effects  con- 
sequent to  it:  this  day,  being  the  supposed  day  of  our  Sa- 
viour's baptism,  was  thereupon  styled  r\fxipa  (Jxvtojv,  or  ayia 
^(oTa,the  day  of  lights,  or  illumination,  or  baptism.  As  ap- 
pears not  only  from  the  forementioned  passages  of  Gregory 
Nazianzen  and  Nyssen,  but  several  other  Greek  writers 
noted  by  Suicerus,®  who  justly  reproves  Xylander  and  Pa- 
melius  for  interpreting  this  day  of  lights.  Candlemas-day, 
because  now  it  is  usual  in  the  Church  of  Rome  to  conse- 
crate their  wax  candles  on  this  day,  which  is  otherwise 
called  the  purification  of  the  Virgin  Mary ;  whereas  there 
was  no  such  festival  in  use  in  the  Church  in  the  time  of 
Gregory  Nazianzen  and  Nyssen,  nor  many  years  after  them, 
until  the  reign  of  Justinian,  when  it  was  first  instituted  by  the 
Greek  Church,  under  the  name  of  Hypapante.  And  there- 
fore when  Nazianzen,*  in  another  place,  brings  in  some  giv- 
ing this  reason  why  they  deferred  their  baptism  ;  one  saying, 
jUEvw  TO.  (jiojTa,  I  stay  till  the  feast  of  lights  come  ;  another, 
he  had  a  greater  respect  for  Easter ;  and  a  third,  that  he 
waited  till  the  time  of  Pentecost:  it  is  plain,  the  feast  of 
lights  cannot  signify  the  purification  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
^which  was  no  solemn  time  of  baptism)  but  Epiphany,  on 
which  the  Greek  Church  allowed  persons  to  be  baptized, 
as  one  of  the  three  solemn  times  of  baptism,  and  that  in  re- 


'  Aster.  Horn.  iv.  in  Festum  kalendar.  ap.  Conibefis  Auctar.  t.  i.  p.  G7. 
2  Suicer.  Thesaur.  Eccles.  t.  ii.  p.  1487.  ^  Naz.  xl.  de  Bapt.  p.  66i. 

VOL,  VII,  F 


66  THli    ANTIiJUiriES    OF    TllK  [bOOK    XX. 

g-ard  to  our  Saviour's  baptism  (vvhicli  thoy  called  his  second 
nativity/  or  second  Kpiphany)  when  his  divinity  was  more 
clearly  manifested  by  the  voice,  which  came  from  heaven, 
saying-,  "  thou  art  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased." 

Sect.  S.—Celebrateil  as  all  oilier  great  Feslivals.and  in  one  respect  more  noted, 
as  being  in  the  Greek  Church  one  of  the  three  solemn  Times  of  Baptism. 

So  that  we  may  observe,  that  in  the  Greek  Church  in  one 
respect  it  was  more  taken  notice  of  than  even  the  nativity 
itself;  being"  allowed  as  one  of  the  three  solemn  times  of 
baptism,  which  the  nativity  was  not.  In  the  Latin  Church 
indeed  it  wanted  this  privilege.  For  as  I  have  shewn  else- 
where,- the  Roman,  French,  and  Spanish  Churches  for  many 
ages  would  allow  of  no  other  solemn  times  of  baptism  but 
only  Easter  and  Pentecost,  except  in  case  of  sickness 
and  extremity.  But  the  Greek  and  African  Churches  made 
Epiphany  also  a  day  of  baptism,  as  appears  not  only  out  of 
the  forementioned  place  of  Nazianzen,  but  \  ictor  Uticensis^ 
and  Joannes  Moschus*  and  the  ancient  ritual,  called  Typi- 
cum  Sabae.  To  which  we  may  add  what  Chrysostom  says,* 
that  in  this  solemnity,  in  memory  of  our  Saviour's  baptism, 
by  which  he  sanctified  the  nature  of  water,  they  were  used 
at  midnight  to  carry  home  water  from  the  Church,  and  lay  it 
up,  where  it  would  remain  as  fresh  and  uncorrupt  for  one, 
two  or  three  years,  as  if  it  were  immediately  drawn  out  of 
any  fountain.  And  Fronto  Ductus''  observes  the  like  cus- 
tom in  the  Syriac  kalendar,  published  by  Genebrard,  upon 
this  very  day.  Which  argues  it  to  be  a  peculiar  rite  of  the 
Eastern  Church.  As  to  other  things,  the  observation  of  this 
day  was  after  the  same  manner  as  that  of  the  nativity  and 
other  great  festivals.     For  they  had  sermons  and  the  com- 


'  Vid.  Toteler.  Not.  in  Constit.  Apost.  lib.  v.  cap.  13.     So  Rudm.  entitles 
Nazianzen's  39.  Orition,   de  Secundis  Epiithaniis.  *  Hook  xi.  chap. 

i\.  <ect.  7.  »  Victor,  de  Persccut.  Vandal,  lib.  ii.  *  Mosch. 

Pratuni  Spirit,  cap,  'il+.  ^  Clirys.  Hum.  xxiv.  de  Riipt.  C'hristi.  t.  i. 

p.  311.  ''  Fronto.  Not.  ill  Log.  p.  Gj. 
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munion  on  this  day,  and  servants  had  liberty  to  rest/rom 
their  bodily  labour  to  attend  the  relig-ious  service  of  the  day. 
In  reg-ard  to  which  usag-e  the  author  of  the  Constitutions' 
gives  this  direction :  let  servants  rest  from  their  labour  on 
Epiphany,  because  on  that  day  the  divinity  of  Christ  was 
declared,  when  the  Father  gave  testimony  to  him  at  his 
baptism,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  shape  of  a  dove  shew- 
ed him  to  thoise  that  stood  by,  and  heard  the  testimony  that 
was  given  him.  And  though  at  first  this  day  was  not  ex- 
empt from  juridical  acts  and  prosecutions  at  law;  nor  were 
the  public  games  and  shows  forbidden  for  some  time  to  be 
exhibited  thereon :  yet  at  length  Theodosius  Junior  gave^ 
it  an  honourable  place  among  those  days,  on  which  the 
public  games  should  not  be  allowed ;  forasmuch  as  men 
ought  to  put  a  distinction  between  days  of  supplication  and 
days  of  pleasure.  And  Justinian,  reciting  one  of  the  laws 
of  Theodosius  theGreat,^  makes  both  the  nativity  and  Epi- 
phany days  of  vacation  from  all  pleadings  at  law,  as  well  as 
from  popular  pleasures.  And  so  it  is  in  the  laws  of  the 
Visigoths*,  published  out  of  the  body  of  the  Roman  laws 
by  Reciswindus  and  other  Gothic  kings,  and  the  old  Gothic 
Interpreter  of  the  laws  in  the  Theodosian  Code.*  From 
whence  we  may  conclude,  that  this  was  become  the  standing 
rule  and  custom  throughout  both  the  Roman  and  the  Visi- 
goth dominions,  to  keep  this  festival  of  Epiphany  with  great 
veneration  ;  neither  allowing  the  courts  to  be  open  on  this 
day  for  law,  nor  the  theatre  for  pleasure. 


Sect.  9. — Notice  usually  given  on  Epiphany  concerning  the  Time  of  Easter 

in  the  ensuing  Year. 

I  have  but  one  thing  more  to  note,  as  it  were  by  the  way, 
concerning  this  day :    that  they,  to  whom  the   care  of  the 


>  Constit.  lib.  viii.  cap.  33.    Vid.  lib.  v.  cap.  13.  -  Cod.  Theod. 

lib.  XV.  tit.  5.     Spectac.  leg.  V.  ^  Cod.  Just.  lib.  iii,  tit.  12.de 

Feriis.  leg.  vi.  *  Leges  Visigoth,  lib.  ii.  tit.  I.  leg.  11.  *  Cod. 

Th.  lib.  ii.  tit.  8.  de  Feriis.  in  Interpretat.  legis  ii.     Nee  non  etdies  natalis 
Domini  nostri,  vel  Epiphanise,  sine  forensi  strepitu  volumus  celebrari. 

F   2 
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Pasclial  Cycle,  or  rule  for  finding-  out  Easter,  was  commit- 
ted, wore  oblij^ed  on  or  about  the  time  of  Epiphany  to  give 
notice  what  time  Easter  and  Lent  and  all  the  moveal)le  so- 
lemnities were  to  be  kept  the  ensuing-  year.  The  letters 
sent  from  the  metropolitan  to  the  provincial  bishops  upon 
this  occasion,  are  commonly  called  Epistolcp  Paschales 
and  Heortasticce,  Paschal  and  Festival  Epistles,  which 
are  usually  a  short  discourse  upon  some  useful  and  im- 
portant subject,  closed  with  an  intimation  or  notice  of  the 
day  when  Lent  should  begin,  and  of  Easter-day,  and  Whit- 
sunday. As  those  three  Paschal  epistles  of  Theophilus, 
bishop  of  Alexandria,  which  were  translated  by  St.  Jerom, 
and  are  now  among-  St.  Jerom's  Works,  and  in  the  Biblio- 
theca  Patrura.'  Concerning-  which  and  the  rest  of  the  same 
kind,  Cassian  says,-  "  it  was  an  ancient  custom  in  Egypt  for 
the  Bishop  of  Alexandria,  as  soon  as  Epiphany  was  past,  to 
send  his  circular  letters  to  all  the  churches  and  monasteries 
of  Egypt,  to  signify  to  them  the  beginning-  of  Lent  and 
Easter-day."  And  there  are  some  such  of  Dionysius,  Atha- 
nasius  and  Cyril  and  Pope  Innocent^  and  Leo;*  and  some 
orders  of  Council,^  that  the  primates  of  Provinces  should 
send  their  circular  letters  to  give  timely  notice  of  these 
thing-s  to  the  several  churches  under  their  jurisdiction. 
Particularly  the  fourth  Council  of  Orleance,  speaking-  of  the 
time  of  keeping-  Easter  uniformly  by  the  Paschal  Laterculus, 
or  table,  made  by  Victorius,  (Victor  they  call  him)  say,*"'  "  the 
bishops  of  France  shall  every  year  on  the  day  of  Epiphany- 
give  notice  of  the  time   when  the  festival   is  to  be  kept  in 


'  Bibl.  Piitr.  t.  iii.  p.  79.  ^  Cassian.  Collat.  x.  cap.  '2.     Intra 

^gypti  regioiK'in  mos  iste  antiqufi  tradilione  scivatur,  ut  prracto  K|)iphaiii- 

orum  dip opislolae  pontificis  AU-xandrini  peruniversas  <liriganliir  eccle- 

sias,  quilius  initiiim  (luadiamsimiB  ct  dies  pascha;  non  solum  ])or  civitates, 
Sfd  etiam  per  univcrsa  nioiiastcria  siifniliccntur.  Vid.  Sozoim-ii.  lib.  viii. 
cap.  11.  '  Inniic.  Kj).  xi.    Dioiiys.  aj).  l-juscb.  lib.  vii.  cap.  20.  Atlianas. 

Kpist.  Hcoitaslic.C\  ril.  Scim.  30.  '  Leo.Ep.  93.  al.  95.  ad  Episcop 

Gallos.     Set-  Cod.  .\fric.  can.  130.  *  Con.  Arelat.  i.  can.  I.  «  on* 

Cnrthag.  iii.  can.  Let  11.      t-on.  Carlliag.  v.  can.  7.  •■  Con.  Aurclian 

iv.  can.  I.     Placuit  ut   sanctum  pascha  secundum  laterculum  victoris  ab  omj 
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their  churches.  And  if  any  doubt  arise  about  the  time,  they 
shaH  have  recourse  to  their  metropolitan,  and  he  to  the 
apostolical  see  for  resolution."  And  this  leads  us  to  the 
consideration  of  the  next  great  festival,  vt^hich  was  that  of 
Easter. 


CHAP.  V. 

Of  Easter  or  the  Paschal  Festival. 

Sect.  1. — The  Paschal    Solemnity   anciently    reckoned   fifteen   Days,   the 
■whole  Week  before,  and  the  Week  after  Easier  Sunday. 

In  speaking-  of  the  Paschal  solemnity,  I  shall  here  only 
consider  that  part  of  it,  which  was  properly  festival.  For 
we  are  to  know,  the  Ancients  commonly  included  fifteen 
days  in  the  whole  solemnity  of  the  paseh,  that  is,  the  week 
before  Easter  Sunday,  and  the  week  following  it :  the  one 
of  which  was  called  pascha  gav^o)(nf^ov,  the  pasch  of  the 
cross,  and  the  other  pascha  dvagdaifxov,  the  pasch  of  the  re- 
surrection. Suicerus  will  furnish  the  learned  reader  with 
examples  of  both.*  The  g-eneral  name  pascha,  which  is  of 
Hebrew  extract  from  pesach,  which  signifies  the  passover, 
will  comprize  both.  For  the  Christian  Passover  includes  as 
well  the  passion  as  the  resurrection  of  our  Saviour,  who  is 
the  true  Paschal  Lamb,  or  Passover,  that  was  sacrificed  for 
us.     And,  therefore,  though  our  English  word,  Easter,  be 


nibus  sacerdotibus  uno  tempore  celebretur.  Quae  festivitas  annis  singulis  ab 
episcopo  epiphaniarum  die  in  ecclesiis  denuncietur.  De  quS  solennitate  quo- 
ties  aliquid  dubitalur,  inquisita  vel  agnita  per  metropolitanos  a  sede  aposto- 
lictl  sacra  constitutio  teneatur.  It.  Con.  Antissiodor.  can.  2.  Ut  omncs 
presby  eri  ante  epiphaniam  misses  suos  dirigant,  qui  eis  de  principio  qua- 
dragesima;  nuncicnt,  et  in  ipsa  epiphaniS  ad  populum  indicent. 
'  Suicer.  Thesaur.  Eccles.  torn.  i.  p.  301,  et  t.  ii.  p.  1014. 
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g-eneratty  used  only  to  slg^nify  the  resurrection,  yet  the  an- 
cient word,  pascha,  was  taken  in  a  larg-er  sense,  to  denote 
as  well  the  pasch  of  the  crucifixion,  as  the  pasch  of  the  re- 
surrection. And  for  this  reason  the  Ancients  commonly 
speak  of  the  pasch  as  containing-  fifteen  days  in  its  solem- 
nity, including  the  passion-week,  tog-ether  with  that  of  the 
resurrection.  Thus  in  one  of  the  laws  of  Theodosius,' 
where  he  decrees  what  days  shall  be  days  of  vacation  from 
all  business  of  the  law,  he  reckons  into  the  number  of  them 
the  holy  days  of  the  pasch,  seven  going  before,  and  seven 
following  after.  And  Gothofred,  in  his  learned  commentary 
upon  the  place,  says,  both  Papianus  in  his  body  of  lavvs,^ 
collected  by  him  out  of  the  Roman  for  the  use  of  the  Bur- 
fi^undians,  and  Anianus,  in  his  collection  for  the  use  of  the 
Visigoths,^  keep  to  the  same  phrase  of  fifteen  Paschal 
days.  To  which  we  find  also  a  plain  reference  made  by  St. 
Austin,*  in  a  sermon  preached  by  him  on  the  Dominica  in 
Albis,  or  Sunday  following  Eiaster  day,  wherein  he  thus  ad- 
dresses himself  to  his  audience: — "  The  days  of  vacation 
are  now  over,  and  those  of  convening,  exactions,  and  law- 
iuits  succeed  in  their  room.  Take  care,  my  brethren,  how 
ye  spend  these  days.  From  the  vacation  of  the  foregoing- 
days,  ye  ought  to  learn  meekness,  not  to  meditate  subtle 
devices :  for  some  men  rest  on  those  days  only  to  plot  wick- 
edness, which  they  may  practice  when  the  festival  days  are 
over.  We  desire  you  may  so  live,  as  they  that  are  to  give 
account  to  God,  not  only  of  those  fifteen  days,  but  of  their 
whole  life."     And  Scaliger  mentions  a  law  of  Constantine,^ 


•  Cod.  Til.  lib.  ii.  tit.  9.  de  Feriis.  leg  2.  Sanctos  quoque  pascha  dies, 
qui  septcno  vtl  prwrcdiint  niimuro,  vel  seqjiuntur,  in  cfidetn  observatione  mi- 
nieramus.  ^  Piipiiiii.  lib.  Utsponsor.  tit.  \-2.     Paschalibus  etiam 

quindecim  dic'bus.  *  Leg.  Visigoth,  lib.  ii.  tit.  I.  Icj?.  11. 

♦  Auij.  Scr.  19.  ex  rditis  a  Sirmondo.  t.  x.  p.  81 1.  Peiacli  sunt  dies  ftriati : 
succedent  jam  illi  cfinTeiitiomim,  cxactionuni,  litigionnii,  &c.  Pt'liniiis  vos, 
ut  ita  vivatis,  tanqiiam  qui  Dio  ralioneui  rcddituros  vos  sciatis  dc  totS  vitfi 
non  dit  soils  istis  quindi-ciui  dit-bus.  *  Scaliger.  de  einendat. 

Temp.  p.  770.     Tac  Trocx<'^"'C  <^«''0  »'/3co/iafat  aTrpaKTHirtXhv.  ti)v  ti  irpo  rH 
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wherein  the  paschal  weeks,  the  one  before,  the  other  after 
the  pasch,  are  ordered  to  be  days  of  vacation  from  all  pro- 
ceedings at  law.  But  because  the  former  of  these  Pasclial 
weeks  belongs  to  the  Lent  fast,  we  will  consider  it  under 
that  head,  and  here  only  speak  of  the  Paschal  solemnity  as 
it  was  properly  festival. 

Sect.  2, — Great  Disputes  in  the  Cliurch  concerning  this  Festival.     Some 
observing  it  on  a  fixed  Day  every  Year. 

Now  copcerning  this  there  were  anciently  very  great  dis- 
putes in  the  Church;  though  all  agreed  in  the  observation 
of  it  in  general,  yet  they  differed  very  much  as  to  the  par- 
ticular time  when  it  was  to  be  observed  ;  some  keeping  it 
precisely  on  the  same  stated  day  every  year,  others  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  the  first  moon  in  the  new  year,  whatever 
day  of  the  week  that  happened  to  fall  upon :  others  deferring 
it  to  the  first  Sunday  after  the  first  full  moon;  and  those 
often  differing  in  the  Sunday,  on  which  they  celebrated  it,  by 
the  difference  and  variety  of  their  calculations.  Epiphanius 
says,*  some  of  the  Quartadecimans  in  Cappadocia  always 
kept  their  pasch  on  the  eighth  of  the  kalends  of  April,  that 
is,  the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  pretending  certain  information 
from  the  acts  of  Pilate,  that  that  was  the  day  of  our  Sa- 
viour's passion  ;  yet  other  copies  of  those  Acts  said  the  six- 
teenth of  the  kalends  of  April,  that  is,  the  seventeenth  of 
March.  The  Christians  of  Gaul  also,  till  the  time  of  Pope 
Victor,  if  Bede  may  be  credited,^  kept  their  pasch  always 
on  the  eighth  of  the  kalends  of  April,  that  is,  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  March,  taking  that  to  have  been  the  day  of  our  Sa- 
viour's resurrection.  Bede  cites  the  authority  of  Theophi- 
lus,  Bishop  of  Coesarea,  and  the  synod  held  under  him  for 
this.  But  considering  that  Irenaeus,  Bishop  of  Lyons,  who 
lived  in  the  time  of  Pope  Victor,  says  no  such  thing  of  the 
French  Churches,  but  the  contrary,  that  they  fixed  their 


'  Epiphan.  lla;r.  50.  Quartadecimaii.  n.  1.  *  Bed.  (It- llalioue 

Teniporuni.  cap.  45.     It.  de  .'Equinoctio  vernali.  U  iii.  ]).  '2S2. 
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Easter  to  no  certain  day,  but  kept  it  as  other  Western 
Churches  did,  on  tlie  Suiulay  {'ollowinj^  the  fourteenth  day 
of  the  moon,  it  is  more  likely  that  Bede  was  imposed  upon 
by  some  spurious  epistle  of  Tlieopliilus  and  false  act  of  his 
synod,  whicli  charged  the  Galilean  Churches  with  what  they 
were  not  really  guilty  of. 

Sect.  3. — Others  observing  it,  with  the  Jews,  on  the  fourteenth  Day  of  tlve 
Moon,  whatever  Day  of  the  Week  that  happened  upon. 

However,  we  are  sure,  that  in  the  second  century  there 
happened  a  great  dispute  between  the  Asiatic  Churches  and 
the  rest  of  the  w  orld  concerning  this  day.  Pope  Plus,  who 
lived  about  the  year  147,  had  made  a  decree,  that  the  an- 
nual solemnity  of  the  pasch  should  be  kept  only  on  the 
Lord's  day  ;  and  in  confirmation  of  this  he  pretended,  that 
Hermes,  his  brother,  who  was  then  an  eminent  teacher 
among  them,  had  received  instruction  from  an  angel,'  who 
commanded,  that  all  men  should  keep  the  pasch  on  the 
Lord's  day.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  the  Asiatics  kept  to 
their  ancient  custom,  and  Polycarp,  Bishop  of  Smyrna, 
came  to  Rome  to  confer  with  Anicetus  upon  it.  They  could 
come  to  no  agreement  upon  the  time;  for  Anicetus  could 
not  persuade  Polycarp^  to  alter  a  custom,  which  he  had  ob- 
served with  St.  John  the  Apostle,  and  the  rest  of  the  Apos- 
tles of  the  Lord,  with  whom  he  had  lived  and  familiarly- 
conversed.  Neither  could  Polycarp  persuade  Anicetus  to 
recede  from  a  custom,  which  ho  had  received  from  the  elders 
that  were  before  him.  Yet  they  continued  to  communicate 
with  each  other,  and  Anicetus  did  Polycarp  the  honour  to 
let  him  consecrate  the  cucharlst  in  his  church  :  and  so  they 
parted  from  each  other  in  peace  ;  all  churches,  as  well  those 
that  observed  it  on  the  Lord's  day,  as  those  that  did  not, 
still  agreeing  to  preserve  Cliristian  peace  and  communion 
one  witii  another. 


•   Pij.  Ep.  I.     nrrmaf  anffilus  Domini  in  hahitu  pastoris  apparuit,  et  prae- 
cepit  el,  ut  pascha  die  Donunicct  ah  oiniiihus  ci'lebnireliir. 
•  1/ena;.  Kp.  ad  Victor,  ap.  Eusel).  lib.  v.  cap.  '21. 
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Not  long-  after  the  death  of  Polyearp,  the  controversy  was 
rcYived  again  at  Laodicea,  upon  which  Melito,  Bishop  of 
Sardis,  wrote  his  two  books,  de  Paschate,  wherein  he  de- 
fended the  opinion  of  the  Asiatics,  as  is  evident  from  the 
testimony  and  character,  which  not  long-  after  Polycrates, 
Bishop  of  Ephesus,  gives  of  him.  For  when  the  dispute 
was  set  on  foot  again  by  the  fierceness  of  Pope  Victor,  Po- 
lycrates wrote  to  him,'  and  told  him,  they  observed  the  pasch 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  moon,  as  it  had  been  kept  and 
handed  down  to  them  by  St.Phihp  the  Apostle,  who  died  at 
Hierapolis,  and  St.  John  the  Apostle,  who  died  at  Ephesus, 
by  Polyearp,  Bishop  of  Smyrna,  by  Thraseas,  the  martyr. 
Bishop  of  Eumenia,  by  Sagaris,  the  martyr.  Bishop  of  Lao- 
dicea, by  Papirius,  and  Melito,  Bishop  of  Sardis,  and  many 
others,  whose  custom  was  to  celebrate  the  pasch  on  the 
same  day  that  the  Jews  were  wont  to  put  away  their  leven. 
This  did  not  satisfy  Pope  Victor,  but  he,  in  a  great  pa- 
roxysm of  intemperate  zeal,  immediately  excommunicated 
all  the  Asiatic  Churches,  and  sent  his  circular  letters  to  all 
churches  that  were  of  his  opinion,  that  they  should  hold  no 
communion  with  them.  But  this  rash  and  bold  act  of  his 
was  ill  resented  by  all  wise  and  sober  men  of  his  own  party, 
several  of  whom  wrote  sharply  to  him,  advising  him  rather 
to  take  such  measures  and  resolutions  as  were  proper  to 
preserve  charity,  unity,  and  peace  among  the  churches. 
Particularly  Irenaeus  (whose  nature,  by  what  the  Greeks 
call  pheronymy,  corresponded  to  his  name,  being  of  an  ire- 
nical  or  pacific  temper)  wrote  to  him  in  the  name  of  the 
Church  of  Gaul,  and  in  a  decent  manner  admonished  him 
not  to  excommunicate  whole  churches  of  God  for  observing 
an  ancient  custom,  which  they  had  received  by  tradition 
from  their  ancestors  :  forasmuch  as  that  there  had  been  dis- 
putes of  old  in  the  Church,  not  only  about  the  day,  but 
about  the  manner  of  the  fast  preceding  it ;  some  fasting 
one,  some  two,  some  more  days;  yet  all  these  kept  peace 
one  with  another,  as  we  now  do,  and  the  difference  in  the 

'  Polycrates  Episl.  ap.  Euseb-  lib.  v.  cap.  '2i. 
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manner  of  fasting-  only  commended  their  unnnimity  in  the 
faith.  He  added,  that  Polyearp  and  Anieetus,  thoug-h  they 
could  not  agree  upon  the  point,  yet  parted  friends,  and  con- 
tinued to  communicate  with  each  other,  notwithstanding" 
this  difl'erence,  as  has  been  related  before.  Athanasius  also 
tells  us  further,*  that  the  Churches  of  Cilicia,  Mesopotamia, 
and  Syria,  were  in  the  same  sentiments  with  the  Asiatic 
Churches  in  his  time  :  tiiough  it  is  a  dispute  between  Bishop 
Usher*  and  Valesius,^  whether  they  were  so  orig"inally  ;  for 
Valesius  will  not  allow  that-  they  were  so  in  the  time  of 
Pope  Victor.  However,  we  see  there  were  many  great  and 
famous  Churches  which  kept  their  pasch  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  moon,  with  the  Jews,  and  that  as  a  custom  re- 
ceived by  tradition  from  St.  Philip  and  St.  John  the  Apos- 
tles. Neither  were  they  induced  by  the  menaces  of  Pope 
Victor  to  alter  their  custom,  but  continued  it  to  the  time  of 
the  Council  of  Nice,  anno,  324.  About  which  time  Con- 
stantine  being-  very  desirous  to  compose  this  difference  in 
the  Church,  sent  Osius,  Bishop  of  Corduba,  first  into  the 
East,  as  Sozomen  relates,*  to  try  if  he  could  bring  the  dis- 
senting party  to  an  unanimity  with  the  rest  of  their  brethren. 
But  failing  of  his  design,  he  afterwards  proposed  the  matter 
to  the  Council  of  Nice,  where  a  decree  was  made,  that  the 
holy  feast  of  the  pasch  should  be  kept  on  one  and  the  same 
day  by  all,  as  appears  from  one  of  Constantine's  epistles  to 
the  Bishops  who  came  not  to  the  synod,  which  is  recorded 
by  all  the  historians.*  Not  long  after  this  the  Council  of 
Antioch,  anno  341,  made  a  more  peremptory  decree,  that 
all  who  presumed  to  disannul  the  determination  made  l^v 
the  holy  and  great  Council  of  Nice,  concerning  the  paschal 
festival,  should  be  excommunicated  and  cast  out  of  the 
Church,  if  they  persisted  contentiously  to  oppose  what  was 


'  Atlian.  Epist.  ad  Africanos.  tit.  i.  p.  933.     It.  do  synodis  Ariniin.  ot  Sc- 
Icuc.  p.  H7'i.  "  L'sscr.  de  Epistolis  Ignat.  cap.  9. 

•■'  Vales,  in  Eusi-b.  lib.  v.  cap.  '23.  *  Sozoiii.  lib.  i.  cap.  1(5. 

''  Thcod.  lib.  i.  cap.  10.     Socrnt.  lib.  i.  cap.  9.     Sozom.  lib.  i.  cap. 
-.il.     Eiiscb.  dc  Vila  Conslaiil.  lib.  iii.  cap.  11. 
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there  decreed.^  The  like  canons  had  been  made  several 
times  before  ;  but  none  so  peremptory  as  this.  Eusebius 
mentions  abundance  of  synods  in  the  time  of  Pope  Victor/ 
which  determined  with  him  that  the  resurrection  pasch 
ought  only  to  be  kept  on  the  Lord's  day  ;  but  they  did  not 
excommunicate  any  that  opposed  them ;  but  rather,  as  So- 
zomen  relates,^  mutually  tolerated  one  another  in  their  dif- 
ferent observations.  The  first  Council  of  Aries  likewise,* 
before  the  Council  of  Nice,  anno  314,  had  given  in  charge, 
that  the  pasch  of  the  Lord's  resurrection  should  be  observed 
uno  die  et  temjiore  per  omnem  orbem,  at  one  time,  and 
on  one  and  the  same  day  throughout  all  the  world.  But 
they  added  no  such  penalty  of  excommunication  to  be 
inflicted  on  those  that  observed  the  contrary  custom. 
The  only  rule,  which  pressed  the  observation  with  se- 
verity, was  one  of  the  Aposiolical  Canons,*  supposed  to 
be  made  by  some  Eastern  council  about  the  time  of  Pope 
Victor,  which  says,  if  any  presbyter,  or  deacon,  keep  the 
day  of  the  holy  pasch  before  the  vernal  equinox  with  the 
Jews,  let  him  be  deposed.  But  this  at  most  only  affected 
the  clergy.  But  when  the  great  Council  of  Nice  had  once 
undertaken  to  determine  this  matter,  such  a  deference  was 
thought  proper  to  be  paid  to  her  decree,  as  that  it  was  re- 
puted a  schismatical  act,  and  worthy  of  ecclesiastical  cen- 
sure, for  any  one  to  oppose  it.  And  therefore  from  this  time 
the  opposers  of  the  decree  are  commonly  censured  either  as 
heretics  or  schismatics,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  canons  of 
Laodicea,^  and  the  first  Council  of  Constantinople,'  and  the 
accounts  which  St.  Austin^  and  Epiphanius  g-ive  of  the  an- 
cient heretics,  where  they  are  condemned  under  the  names 
of  Quartadecimani,  and  Tessarescsedecatitae,  and  Audiani, 
with  a  particular  reason  given  for  their  condemnation.     For 


'  Con.  Antioch.  can.  J.  *  Euseb.  lib.  v.  cap.  23. 

^  Sozoni.  lib.  vii.  cap.  19.  *  Con.  Arelat.  1.  can.  1. 

*  Canon.  Apost.  8.  *  Con.  Laodic.  can.  7.  '  Con. 

Constant,  i.  can.  7.  ^  Aug.  Ilair.  29  and  50.    Epiplian.  Ilair.  50. 

Quartadcciman.  &  Ha!r.  70.  Audianor. 
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St.  Austin  notes  out  of  Epiphanius,  that  the  Audians  were 
condemned  not  so  much  for  their  opinion  in  this  point,  as 
for  their  pervicaciousness  in  making  a  disturbance  and 
schism  in  the  Church  upon  it.  For  they  would  not  hold  any 
communion  with  their  own  bishops,'  nor  with  any  that  did 
not  keep  the  pasch  at  the  same  time  that  the  Jews  did. 
Epiphanius  gives  a  large  account  of  them,  and  says,  they 
railed  at  the  Council  of  Nice  for  introducing  a  new  custom 
in  compliance  with  Constantine's  humour,^  and  made  a  se- 
paration in  the  Church;  upon  which  Constantine  banished 
Audius  their  leader  into  Gothia  or  Scythia,  because  he  drew 
many  away  from  the  Church  into  a  separate  communion. 
The  case  was  now  very  different  from  what  it  was  in  the 
time  of  Pope  Anicetus  and  Victor,  when  Polycarp  and  Poly- 
crates  kept  their  pasch  at  a  different  time  from  the  rest  of 
the  w  orld,  but  still  made  no  division  in  the  Church,  but 
lived  in  peace  and  communion  with  those  that  diff'ered  from 
them.  And  this  no  doubt  was  the  reason  why  the  Audians, 
or  new  Quartadecimans,  were  treated  with  such  severity 
both  by  the  church  and  state  above  the  old  ones,  because 
they  pervicaciously  carried  their  dissent  into  a  schism,  and 
made  a  formal  rupture  in  the  communion  of  the  Ciiurch. 
And  for  this  reason  the  imperial  laws  were  often  very  severe 
upon  them.  Thoodosius  the  Great,  in  one  of  his  laws,^ 
ranks  them  with  the  Manichees,  forbidding  their  conventi- 
cles, confiscating  their  goods,  rendering  them  intestate,  and 
liable  also  to  capital  punishment.  In  like  manner,  Theodo- 
sius  junior  ranks  the  Sabbatians  and  Protopaschitaj  (which 
were  new  denominations  of  the  Quartadecimans,  taken  up 
in  his  time)  among  the  Manichees,  Cataphrygians  or  Mon- 
tanists,  Arians,  Macedonians,*  Eunomians,  Novatians,  and 


•  Aug.  dc  Ilffir.  cap.  50.  Kos  auteiu  separasse  so,  tlicit  Epiplianius,  a 
coinmunione  iiostrtt,  culpando  cpiscopos  divitcs,  t-t  pasclia  cum  Jiula-is  cele- 
brando.  ■  Kpiphan.  Hier.  70.  n.  9.     Vid.  Chrys.  Hoin.  ,Vi,  iueos 

<iui  pascha  jcjiinant.  t.  v.  p.  70(>.  "  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xvi.  tit.  5.  de 

llaTit.  leg.  9.     Quicunquc  in  utuini  pasduu  diciii  noii  obsccim-nti   roligioiw 
coiivcnerint,  talcs  indul)iiaiilcr,  iiualcs  hue  ligc  daiiinavimuii,  iiabcajitur. 
♦  Ibid.  Icjr.  ,VJ. 
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makes  them  all  liable  to  the  same  general  punishments  in- 
flicted by  the  laws.  And  more  particularly  in  two  other 
laws,^  he  styles  them  execrable  men,  who  being  a  spawn 
of  the  Novatians,  were  not  content  to  be  in  the  common 
herd,  but  set  up  a  new  sect,  called  Protopaschites,  because 
they  kept  the  pasch  before  other  Christians,  and  pretended 
that  their  way  was  the  true  primitive  and  original  institu- 
tion. These  he  condemns  to  be  both  confiscated  and  ba- 
nished, and  says  they  deserved  a  more  severe  punishment, 
because  they  exceeded  other  heretics  in  madness,  worship- 
ping in  a  manner  another  Christ,  by  keeping  the  pasch  at 
another  time,  and  after  a  diflerent  manner  than  all  orthodox 
Christians.  I  remember  no  other  place  at  present  that 
mentions  the  Protopaschites  by  name  but  only  this  law;  but 
it  is  plain  they  were  one  of  the  worst  sort  of  Quartadeci- 
mans,  who  had  made  a  new  separation  from  the  Novatian 
schismatics  upon  this  question  about  the  paschal  festival. 
For  some  of  the  Novatians  in  one  of  their  synods  at  Pazus, 
in  Phrygia,  had  made  a  decree,  mentioned  by  Socrates,^  that 
Easter  ought  to  be  kept  with  the  Jews,  which  occasioning 
a  new  dispute  among  them,  (for  the  old  Novatians  at  Rome 
and  Constantinople  were  of  a  different  opinion)  Marcianus, 
the  Novatian  Bishop  of  Constantinople,  called  another  sy- 
nod at  Angarus,  in  Bithynia,   where  to  end  the  controversy 


•  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xvi.  tit.  6.  Ne  sanctum  baptisma  iteretur.  Leg.  6.  Illud 
etiaiii  quod  a  retro  principibus  dissirnulatum,  et  in  injuriam  sacriE  legis  ab 
execrandis  hominibus  agitatur,  et  ab  iis  potissimum  qui  Novatianorum  col- 
legio  desertores  et  refuga;,  auctores  se  quam  potiores  (al  portiones)  raemo- 
ratffi  sectae  haberi  contendunt,  quibus  ex  crimine  nomen  est,  cum  se  Proto- 
paschitas  appellari  desiderent,  inultum  esse  non  patimur.  Sed  si  alio  die 
Novatiani,  quam  quo  orthodoxorum  antistites  praedicandum  ac  memorabilem 
in  ssecuUs  diem  Paschte  duxerint  celebrandum,  auctores  illius  conventioiiis 
deportatio  pariter  ac  proscriptio  subsequatur:  contra  quos  etiam  acrior  poena 
fuerat  promuiganda:  si  quidem  hoc  delictum  etiam  hsereticorum  vesaniam  su- 
peret,  qui  alio  tempore  quam  quo  orthodoxi,  Paschse  festivitatera  obser- 
vantes,  alium  pene  del  filium,  non  quem  colimus,  venerantur. 

It.  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xvi.  tit.  10.  de  Paganis.  leg.  24.  Eos  qui  omnibus  haere- 
ticis  hac  unfi  sunt  persuasione  pejorcs,  quod  in  verorabili  die  Pascha;  ab 
omnibus  dissentiunt,  si  in  efidem  amcntifi  persevenuit,  cfideni  pcenTi  niulcta- 
mus,  bonorum  proscriptione  atque  exilio.  ^  Socrat.  lib.  iv.  cap.  28. 
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and  lay  it  asleep,  they  made  a  new  canon,  called  the  'A^m- 
0o/)oi',  which  was,  that  the  matter  should  be  indifi'erent,  and 
that  both  parties  mip;-ht  keep  the  feast  their  own  way,  and 
not  break  communion  upon  it.  But  Sabbatius,  a  fierce  man 
among"  them,  would  not  yield  to  this,  but  said  the  decree  of 
the  synod  of  Pazus  ought  to  be  observed,  and  that  the  pasch 
ought  to  be  observed  after  the  manner  of  the  Jews.'  And 
upon  this  he  made  a  new  separation  among  the  Novatians, 
and  headed  the  Protopaschites,  who  from  him  were  called 
Sabbatians.  It  appears  also  from  Chrysostom,^  that  these 
Protopaschites  were  gone  further  into  the  Jewish  notions 
about  the  pasch  than  the  rest  of  the  Quartadecimans.  P^or 
they  asserted,  that  it  was  necessary  to  observe  the  Jewish 
Azyma,  and  keep  the  fast  as  the  Jews  did,  when  the  pasch 
was  over.  For  Sabbatius  himself  was  originally  a  Jew,  and 
retained  a  tincture  of  Judaism  when  he  professed  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  as  Socrates  notes  in  the  forementioned  place. 
So  they  kept  a  feast  with  the  Jews,  when  the  Christians 
fasted  on  the  Passion-day,  (as  Chrysostom  charges  them^) 
and  fasted  on  Easter-day,  when  the  Christians  kept  their 
festival  in  memory  of  the  resurrection.  This,  as  far  as  I  can 
collect,  is  the  true  history  of  the  progress,  which  the  new 
Quartadeciman  schism  made  after  the  Council  of  Nice,  and  the 
reason  why  the  laws, both  imperial  and  ecclesiastical, proceed- 
ed with  greater  severity  ag-ainst  them  above  the  old  Quartade- 
cimans,who  never  broke  communion  with  their  brethren,how- 
cver  they  difiered  from  them  in  their  practice.  They  thought 
the  peace  and  unity  of  the  Church  of  greater  value  than  the 
observation  of  times  and  seasons  ;  and  if  they  could  not 
comply  with  their  ]>rethren  in  the  precise  time  of  keeping- 
Easter,  yet  they  were  careful  for  all  that  to  keep  the  unity 
of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 


•  Socrjit.  lib  V.  rap.  21.  *  Chrys.  Horn.  52.  in  cos  qui  Pascha 

jejunant.  t.  v.  i».  713.  »  Chrys.  ibid.  p.  71i. 


CHAP,  v.]  CHRISTIAN    CHURCH.  79 


Sect.  4. — They,  who  kept  it  on  the  Lord's  day,  did  not  always  agree  to  fix 
it  on  the  same  Lord's  day,  by  Reason  of  their  different  Calculations. 

Besides  this  difference  about  keeping-  Easter  on  the  Lord's 
day,  there  was  another,  which  though  of  less  moment,  yet 
sometimes  very  much  embarrassed  and  troubled  the  Church. 
That  was  a  dispute  among  those,  who  agreed  to  observe  the 
festival  on  no  other  but  the  Lord's  day.  For  though  they  all 
unanimously  combined  in  this,yet  it  Avas  not  so  easy  to  deter- 
mine on  what  Lord's  day  it  was  to  be  held,  because  it  was  a 
moveable  feast ;  and  therefore  sometimes  it  happened,  that 
the  Churches  of  one  country  kept  it  a  week  or  a  month  sooner 
than  others,  by  reason  of  their  different  calculations.  It 
appears  from  an  Epistle  of  St.  Ambrose,^  that  in  the  year 
387,  Easter  was  kept  at  three  several  times  ;  some  observ- 
ing- it,  March  21,  others  April  18,  and  others  25,  so  it  hap- 
pened again,  anno  577.  The  Churches  of  Gaul  kept  it  on 
March  21,  the  Churches  of  Italy  on  April  18,  and  the 
Churches  of  Egypt,  on  April  25  ;  as  Bishop  Stillingfleet^ 
shews  out  of  Greg-ory  of  Tours,  and  Labbe's  Chronologicon 
Technicum,  anno  3S7  and  577.  Where  he  shews  further 
out  of  the  ancient  Laterculus  Paschalis,  published  by  Bu- 
cherius,^  that  the  Easter  of  the  Latins  was,  three  times,  a 
month  sooner  than  that  of  the  Alexandrians,  within  the  com- 
pass of  an  hundred  years,  viz.  anno  322,  349,  406.  It  aji- 
pears  also  from  Leo's  Epistles,*  that  in  the  year  455,  there 
were  eight  days  difference  between  the  Easter  at  Rome  and 
at  Alexandria.  Cyril,  of  Alexandria,*  in  one  of  his  Paschal 
Epistles  complains,  that  there  was  great  confusion  in  the 
account  of  Easter  both  in  the  church,  the  camp,  and  the 
palace.  And  Anatolius,  in  his  preface  to  his  Paschal  Canon, 
complains.^  that  there  were  very  different  and  contrary  Cy- 


'  Ambros.  Ep.  S3.  ^  Stillingfl.  Answer  to  Crcssy,p.  323. 

^  Bucher.  Commont.  in  Tlippolyt.  can.  Paschal,  p.  ■26i. 
*  Leo.  Ep.  Ixiv.  ad  Marcian.  Ep.    b;v.  ad  Eudoxiam.     Ep.   Ixv.    r.d    Episc. 
Crallos.  *  Cyiil.  Ep.  P.ischal.  ap.  Hucher.  de  Doctrinfi  I'einp. 

Append,  p.  462.  *  Anatol.  Canon.  Paschal,  ap.  Bucheriinn. 
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cles  in  use  in  his  time,  (anno  270)  some  following-  Hippoly- 
tus's  cycle  of  sixteen ;  others  the  Jewish  cycle  of  eig-hty-four ; 
others  a  cycle  of  twenty-five  ;  others  a  cycle  of  thirty.  And 
lie  tells  us,  that  Isiodore,  Hierom,  Clemens,  and  Orig-en,  all 
his  countrymen,  Egyptians,  had  laboured  in  this  matter  be- 
fore him.  But  notwithstanding  any  endeavours  that  could 
be  used  then,  or  afterwards,  there  remained  great  differences 
in  the  Church  about  it  for  many  ages.  For  the  Churches 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  did  not  accord  with  the  Roman 
Church  in  keeping  Easter  on  the  same  Sunday,'  till  about 
the  year  800.  Nor  was  the  Roman  way  fully  received  in 
France,  till  it  was  settled  there  b}-  the  authority  of  Chales 
the  Great ;  as  has  lately  been  shewn  by  two  learned  writers, 
Bishop  Stillingfleet  and  Dr.  Prideaux,  who  give  a  full  ac- 
count of  the  controversy  between  the  Britains  and  Romans, 
which  I  shall  not  here  repeat,  but  only  acquaint  the  reader, 
how  these  differences  happened  at  first  in  the  Church  by 
using  different  ways  of  calculation. 

It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  first  Christians  of  Jeru- 
salem had  no  other  way  of  finding  out  Easter,  but  by  the 
Jewish  cycle  of  eighty-four  years,  which  the  Jews  had  used 
some  time  before  to  settle  the  anniversary  returns  of  their 
Passover:  which  cycle,  though  it  was  a  little  faulty,  conti- 
nued to  be  used  by  the  Christiansfor  near  two  hundred  years. 
Not  that  they  kept  their  Easter  on  the  fourteenth  day  with 
the  Jews,  as  Scaliger^  and  some  others  have  erroneously 
hence  concluded  ;  for  which  they  are  corrected  by  Bishop 
Usher,^  and  Bishop  Beveredge,*  who  shew,  that  those 
first  Christians  of  Jerusalem, though  they  followed  the  Jew- 
ish computation,  did  not  keep  Easter  with  the  Jews  on  what 
day  of  the  week  soever  it  fell,  but  on  the  Sunday  following- 
in  honour  of  our  Saviour's  resurrection:  however,  tl.ey  con- 
tinued to  use  the  Jewish  cycle,  till  the  fifteen  bishopsof  Jc- 


'  Soe  Bishop    Sfillingflret's    Answer   to  Cressy.  p.   32'2.     Ami    Dr.   Pri- 
deaux's  ("oniiectioii  of  Hist.  &c.  Part  II.  Booii  iv.  p.  237.  •  Scaliifer. 

de  Emend.  Temp.  lib.  ii.  p.  150.  '  Usser.  Prolegoin.  ad  Iguat. 

cap.  ix.  ^  Bevi-reg.  ad  Canon.  Apost.  7. 
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rusalem,  who  were  of  the  circumcision,  were  succeeded  by 
others  who  were  not  of  the  circumcision,  and  then  they  be- 
gan to  reckon  their  Easter  by  other  computations.     Epipha- 
nius  says  expressly,*  that  they  kept  Easter  at  first  by  the  old 
Jev\ish  cycle,  and  he  quotes  an  order  out  of  the  Apostolical 
Constitutions  (different  from  those  which  we  have  now)  ap- 
pointing- them  not  to  trouble  themselves  about  calculations, 
but  to  keep  the  feast  at  the  same  time  with  the  brethren  that 
came  out  of  the  circumcision,  and  not  be  concerned  thoug-h 
they  were  mistaken  in  their  calculations.   But  when  that  suc- 
cession of  Jewish  bishops  was  ended,  with  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem  in  the  time  of  Hadrian,  some  Christians  began 
to  inquire  into  the  defects  of  the  Jewish  cycle,  which  was 
found  to  make  Easter  sometimes  anticipate  the  vernal  equi- 
nox, and  so  bring  two  Easters  into  one  year.     To  remedy 
which  inconvenience,  they  began  to  invent  other  cycles. 
About  the  year  220,  Hippolytus,  bishop  of  Portus,  or  Adana 
in  Arabia,  published  a  new   cycle  in  his  Paschal  Canon, 
which,  Eusebius  says,^  was  called  the  ItcicatSeicaeTrjpic,  ox  cycle 
of  sixteen  years.     Not  long  after  this,  Dionysius,  Bishop  of 
Alexandria,  about  the  year  250,  set  forth  another  Canon, 
called  the  oKTatTxipXq,  or  cycle  of  eight  years,  in  which,  as 
Eusebius  tells  us,^  he  particularly  remarked,  that  the  paschal 
festival  ought  never  to  be  kept  till  after  the  vernal  equinox. 
Not   long  after,  Anatolius,  who  was  also  an  Alexandrian, 
about  the  year  270,  published  another  cycle,  which  Eusebius 
says,*  was  called  the  'EwcaStKaerrjjOic,  the  cycle  of  nineteen: 
in  which  he  shewed  from  several   ancient  Jewish   writers 
themselves,  that  the  pasch  ought  never  to  be  before  the  ver- 
nal equinox,  and  therefore  there  was  a  necessity  of  correct- 
ing their  cycle.     Hence  about  this  time  Bishop  Usher*  rec- 
kons the  seventh  of  those  called  the  Apostolical  Canons,  and 
the  interpolation  of  the  old  Constitutions  took  their  original. 


*  Epiphan.  Hser.  Ixx.  audianor.  n.  10.  *  Euseb.  lib,  vi. 

cap. 22.  '  Euseb.  lib.  vii.  cap.  20.  *  Euseb.  lib. 

vii.  cap.  32.  '  Usser,  Piolegoui.  in  Ignat.cap.  ix. 

VOL-    VII.  O 
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The  loiiner  of  wliith  says,'  if  any  bisliop,  presbyter,  or  dea- 
con, keep  the  paschal  feast  before  the  vernal  equuiox,  with 
the  Jews,  let  him  be  tleposed.  And  the  other,-  "  ye  brethren, 
who  are  redeemed  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  ouglit 
to  keep  the  pasch  with  all  dihgenee  and  exactness  after  the 
equinox,  that  ye  may  not  twice  in  one  year  commemorate 
the  passion  of  Him,  who  died  but  once,  and  be  careful  that 
ye  observe  not  the  pasch  with  the  Jews.  For  we  have  now 
no  communion  with  them.  For  they  are  deceived  in  their 
very  calculation,  which  they  imagine  to  be  exact.  So  that 
they  err  in  all  respects,  and  are  found  to  deviate  from  the 
truth."  We  see,  at  this  time,  the  Jewish  calculation  was  re- 
jected by  the  Eastern  Church,  and  yet  no  certain  one  agreed 
upon  in  its  room,  to  fix  unalterably  the  precise  Lord's  day, 
on  which  they  were  to  celebrate  this  festival.  Therefore 
this  matter  remaining-  still  uncertain,  the  Council  of  Nice, 
which  determined  that  it  should  be  kept  only  upon  the  Lord's 
day,^  is  said  also  to  have  committed  the  care  of  the  cycle  to 
the  bishops  of  Alexandria,  that  they  might  inform  tlie  rest 
of  the  world  on  what  Lord's  day  every  year  it  was  to  be  ob- 
served. Some  think  upon  this  Eusebius  was  employed  to 
draw  up  the  cycle  of  nineteen,  which  was  afterwards  per- 
fected by  Theophilus,  bishop  of  Alexandria,  in  the  time  of 
Theodosius,  into  a  calculation  for  an  Imndred  years.  And 
yet  after  this  it  was  that  Cyril  still  complained  of  great  con- 
fusion in  the  account  of  Easter  in  the  Church,  in  the  camp, 
and  in  the  palace  ;  and  that  the  Roman  and  Alexandrian  ac- 
counts sometimes  varied  a  week  or  a  month  from  each  other, 
as  we  have  seen  before,  Avhich  was  owing  purely  to  their 
different  ways  of  calculation:  because  the  Roman  Church 
still  proceeded  by  the  old  Jewish  cycle  of  eighty-four,  and 
not  by  the  new  Alexandrian  cycle  of  nineteen.  To  remedy 
this  confusion,  one  \  ictorius,  a  Frenchman,  was  em[)loyed 
by  Hilarius,  Archdeacon  of  Rome,  to  make  a  new  Paschal 
Canon  :  but  neither  did  his  attempt  succeed :  for  though  he 
took  in  the  Alexandrian  cycle  of  nineteen,  yet    still   he  re- 

'  Can.  Apost.  vii.  al.  8.  ''  Couslit.  lib.  v.  cap.  IC). 

'  Lfi».  K|).  Ixiii.  ailMnrciaii.  IniiH-iatcr. 
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tained  so  much  of  the  Roman,  as  made  the  variation  of  Eas- 
ter Sunday  sometimes  a  week,  and  sometimes  a  month  be- 
tween them.  And  no  eflectual  cure  was  found  for  this,  till 
Dionysius  Exiguus,  anno  525,  brought  the  Alexandrian  Ca- 
non entire  into  the  use  of  the  Roman  Church.  Meanwhile 
the  Churches  of  France  and  Britain  kept  to  the  old  Roman 
Canon,  and  it  was  two  or  three  ages  after  before  the  new 
Roman,  that  is,  the  Alexandrian  Canon,  was,  not  without 
some  struggle  and  difficulty,  entirely  settled  among  them. 
This  is  the  short  of  the  history  of  the  long  dispute  that  hap- 
pened in  the  Church  among  those  that  were  otherwise  agreed 
to  keep  Easter  only  on  the  Lord's  day,  which  was  owing 
purely,  as  we  have  seen,  to  the  great  variety  of  their  cycles 
and  calculations.  Meanwhile  particular  members  of  parti- 
cular Churches  had  no  concern  in  this  dispute,  but  were  ob- 
liged for  peace  sake  to  follow  the  rule  of  their  own  Church, 
though  there  might  be  some  error  in  her  calculation.  For, 
as  Chrysostom  says  well  upon  the  dispute  with  the  Proto- 
paschites,' men  were  not  bound  to  be  over  critical  about  days 
and  times,  and  years,  but  carefully  in  such  matters  to  follow 
the  Church,  and  prefer  peace  and  charity  before  all  other 
things.  For  though  the  Church  were  in  an  error,  yet  there 
was  no  such  advantage  or  commendation  to  be  gained  by 
the  exact  knowledge  of  times,  as  there  might  be  disadvan- 
tage and  dispraise  arising  from  division  and  schism  about  it 
And  with  this  consideration  men  were  generally  inclined  to 
keep  Easter  in  peace,  and  sometimes  comply  with  what 
they  thought  a  wrong  calculation,  rather  than  make  a  dis- 
turbance in  the  Church  upon  it.  As  Pope  Leo  tells  the 
French  and  Spanish  bishops,  he  complied  with  the  Alexan- 
drian cycle  in  the  year  455,  when  there  was  a  week's  differ- 
ence in  their  computation  ;  the  Roman  cycle  placing-  Easter 
on  the  seventeenth  of  April,  and  the  Alexandrian  on  the 
twenty-fourth.  But  he  acquiesced,  he  says,  in  their  deter- 
mination for  the  sake  of  peace  and  unity,"  and  desired  the 


•  Chrys.  Horn.  lii.   torn.  v.  p.  714.  ^  Leo.  Ep.  95. 

Quia  studio  unitatis  et  pacis  nialui  oricntalium  detinitioni  acquiesccie,  quae? 

G    2 
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western  hisliops  so  to  do  likewise,  and  to  pivo  notice  of  the 
time  to  their  brethren  ;  that  tliey,  who  were  united  in  the 
same  faith,  might  not  be  divided  about  the  solemnity  of  the 
festival.  This  was  an  excellent  rule  of  peace,  though  there 
were  some  tierce  and  untractable  spirits,  that  would  not 
always  be  content  to  be  governed  by  it. 

Sect    5.— But  they  all  af^rced  to  pay  a  great  respect  and  honour  to  it,  as  to 
the  Day  of  our  Lord's  Resurrection. 

Having  thus  far  accounted  for  the  differences  that  were  in 
the  Church  about  the  time  of  this  festival,  I  come  now  to 
shew  wherein  they  all  agreed  to  pay  a  peculiar  respect  and 
honour  to  it.  Gregory  Nazianzen,^  after  his  manner,  styles 
it  the  queen  of  days,  and  the  festival  of  festivals,  which  ex- 
cels all  others,  not  only  human,  but  even  those  that  arc 
Instituted  to  the  honour  of  Christ,  as  far  as  the  sun  goes 
beyond  the  other  stars.  It  was  a  day  of  extraordinary  re- 
joicing upon  the  account  of  our  Lord's  resurrection  ;  being, 
as  Chrysostom  styles  it,^  the  desirable  festival  of  our  salvation, 
the  day  of  our  Lord's  resurrection,  the  foundation  of  our 
peace,  the  occasion  of  our  reconciliation,  the  end  of  our  con- 
tentions and  enmity  with  God,  the  destruction  of  death,  and 
our  victory  over  the  devil.  Hence  in  some  ancient  writers 
it  is  distinguished  from  all  other  Lord's  days  in  the  year  by 
the  peculiar  name  of  Dominica  Gaudii,  the  Lord's  day  of 
joy,  as  Papebrochius  and  Pagi^  have  observed  upon  the  life 
of  Pachomius  and  Theodore,  the  latter  of  which  saints  is 
said  to  have  ended  his  life  Dominica  Gaudii,  which  those 
learned  men  think  can  be  understood  of  no  other  but  Easter 


in  tantas  feslivitatis  ohserTanliri  dissideru:  noverit  frnternitas  veslra,  die 
oi-lavfi  Kaleiidnrum  Majarum  ab  omnibus  resurrectioncin  Doniinicam  cile- 
brarulaiii,  et  hoc  ii)Siiiii  per  vos  aliis  esse  fratribus  iiitiiuaiuhiin,  lit  divintc 
pacis  consortio,  sicut  unfi  liile  junginiur,  ita  unfi  solcnnitate  ferie-inur.  Vid 
Prosper.  Chronir.  an.  l.lo.  '  Naz.Orat.  I'J.  in  Kun.  Palris. 

lom.  i.   p.  801.  iind  Onit.  42.  de  Paxch.  p.  ()7(i.  '  Chrys.  Iloni.  S5.  do 

Paseliate.  toin.  v.  p.  AS/,  IMil.  Savil.  •'  l'ap(  broc.  Vita  Paciionili.  xiv. 

Maij.  Paj^i.  Crilic.  in  IJaron.  an.  .S7<t.   n.  i. 


CHAP,    v.]  CHRISTIAN    CHURCH.  85 

Sunday.     And  tluit  implies,  that  this  was  then  a  knov\  n  and 
noted  appellation. 


Sect.  6.  On  this  Day  tlie  Emperors  granted  a  general  Rtliase  to  the 
Prisons  and  pardoned  all  Criminals,  except  some  few  that  were  guilty  of 
Crimes  of  a  more  unpardonable  Nature. 

One  great  instance  of  this  public  joy  was  given  by  the 
emperors,  who  were  used  to  grant  a  g-eneral  release  to  the 
prisons  on  this  day,  and  by  an  act  of  grace,  called  their  in- 
dulgence, set  all  criminals  free,  except  some  few  that  had 
committed  crimes  of  a  more  unpardonable  nature.  This 
custom  was  first  begun  by  Valentinian,  anno  367,  who  has 
two  laws  in  the  Theodosian  Code  to  this  purpose.  The  for- 
mer of  which  runs  in  these  terms  :^  "  in  honour  of  the  paschal 
festival,  which  we  celebrate  from  the  bottom  of  our  heart, 
we  open  the  prisons  to  all  criminals  that  lie  bound  in  chains, 
only  excepting  such  as  are  guilty  of  sacrilege,  treason,  rob- 
bing of  graves,  poisoning,  magic,  adultery,  stealing  or  rav- 
ishing of  virgins,  and  murder,  from  the  benefit  of  this  indul- 
gence." Valentinian  junior  and  Theodosius,  anno  381, 
made  a  like  act  of  grace,  only  excepting  the  same  crimes, 
under  which  they  more  expressly  comprised  parricide,  in- 
cest, and  counterfeiting  the  public  coin,^  as  species  of  mur- 
der, adultery,  and  treason,  which  for  their  infamous  charac- 
ter ought  to  have  a  more  notorious  mark  set  upon  them. 
They  also  excepted  such  as  relapsed  into  their  former 
crimes,  because  they  abused  the  indulgence  of  the  prince, 
by  making  that  an  incitement  to  sin,  which  was  intended 
only  as  a  means  to  correct  evil  habits,  and  bring  them  to  a 
reformation.  The  same  emperor,  anno  385,  made  another 
decree,  that  whereas   it  might  happen,  that  by  the  negli- 


'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ix  tit.  38.  De  Indulgentiis  Criminum.  leg  iii.  Ob  diem 
Pascha;,  qucni  iiitimo  corde  celebramus,  omnibus  quos  reatus  astringit,  car- 
eer inclusit,  claustra  dissolvimus  ;  adtamen  sacrilegus,  in  majestate  reus,  in 
mortuo,  veneficus,  sive  malcficus,  adulter,  raptor,  homicida,  conmiunione 
istius  muneris  separentur.  Vid.  Leg.  iv.  ejusdem.  Iniper.  ibid. 
*  Ibid.  leg.  vi.  and  vii. 
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gence  or  remissness  of  mossengors,  or  any  othor  accident, 
their  letters  of  grace  tnig-ht  come  too  late,  the  judg-es  of 
provinces  should  be  empowered,*  as  soon  as  Easter  day  was 
come,  to  dispense  the  accustomed  indulgence,  causing  the 
prisons  to  be  opened,  the  chains  to  be  knocked  ofl",  and  the 
persons  to  be  set  at  liberty ;  such  only  excepted,  as  it  would 
be  a  scandal  to  pardon,  because  their  actions  were  a  reproach 
to  the  purity  of  that  holy  and  joyful  season.  "  For  who,"  say 
they  with  g-reat  elegancy,  "  would  grant  an  indulgence  to 
a  sacrilegious  villain  at  an  holy  season  ?  who  would  pardon 
an  adulterer,  or  an  incestuous  person,  at  a  time  which  calls 
for  perfect  chastity?  who  would  not  pursue  a  ravishor  of 
virg-ins  in  the  profoundest  peace  and  public  joy  ?  let  him 
have  no  rest  nor  respite  from  his  bonds,  whose  barbarous 
cruelty  would  not  suffer  the  dead  to  rest  quietly  in  their 
graves  :  let  the  poisoner,  and  the  sorcerer,  and  the  falsifier 
of  the  coin  still  suffer  torment:  let  the  murderer  expect  the 
same  that  he  has  done  to  others  :  and  the  rebel  despair  of  par- 
don from  his  prince,  against  whom  he  has  plotted  treason." 
But  excepting-  these  criminals,  all  others  had  the  benefit  of 
these  imperial  indulgences  at  this  holy  season.  Justinian 
takes  no  notice  of  the  former  laws,  but  inserts  this  last  into 
his  Code,-  which  shews  that  it  became  the  standing  law  of 
the  Roman  empire.  And  the  Goths  adopted  it  also  into 
their  law,  as  appears  from  one  of  Cassiodore's  epistles,* 
which  Gothofred  commends  as  written  with  a  g-reat  deal  of 
elegancy  upon  this  subject.  The  ancient  Fathers  not  only 
mentioned  these  paschal  indulgences,  but  frequently  speak 
f)f  them  with  great  commendations.  St.  Chrysostom  more 
than  onto  tells  us,*  that  when  Flavian,  Bishop  of  Antioch, 
went  to  intercede  with  Theodosius  the  emperor  for  that  city, 
which  by  the  seditious  practices  of  some  had  highly  incurred 
his  displeasure,  among"    other  arguments   to    mitigate  his 


'  ll)i(l.  Ifff.  viii.  '  (x'od.  Justin,  lib.  i.  tit.  I.  dc  lOpiscopali 

audfnliS.  leg.  iii.  ■*  Cassiodor.  lib.  xi.  E|». 

ultima.  *  Clirys.  lloiu.  vi.  ad  Po|>.  Antiocli.|).  1)5.  toni.  i.  IIoiii. 
IX.  ibid.  p.  2iV,). 
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anger  ag-ainst  them,  he  made  use  of  this,  taken  from  his 
own  practice,  that  in  honour  of  the  paschal  festival,  he  was 
used  to  send  letters  round  the  world,  to  cause  all  prisons  to 
be  opened,  and  all  that  were  in  bonds  to  be  set  at  liberty  : 
therefore  take  an  example,  said  he,  from  yourself,  and  call 
to  mind  your  own  humanity ;  when  in  one  of  your  letters, 
as  if  it  had  not  been  enough  to  discharge  the  prisoners,  you 
were  pleased  to  add,  I  wish  I  were  able  to  recall  those  that 
are  already  executed,  and  restore  them  to  life  again.  St. 
Ambrose^  made  use  of  the  same  argument  to  aggravate  the 
offence  of  the  younger  Valentinian,  when  by  the  persuasion 
of  his  mother  Justina,  the  Arian  empress,  he  had  sent  some 
of  the  Catholic  bishops  to  prison  at  the  holy  feast  of 
Easter,  when  it  was  customary  to  loose  the  bonds  of  those 
that  were  already  in  prison,  and  which  he  himself  before 
was  used  to  do,  as  appears  from  his  laws  already  mentioned. 
The  same  custom  is  mentioned  by  Gregory  Nyssen,^  who 
speaking  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  says,  there  is  no  one 
so  miserable  as  not  to  find  a  release  by  the  magnificence  of 
this  great  festival.  For  at  this  time  the  prisoner  is  loosed, 
the  debtor  is  set  at  liberty,  and  the  slave  has  his  manumission 
or  freedom  granted  him  by  the  kind  declaration  of  the 
Church.  In  like  manner,  the  petition  presented  by  the 
Eutychian  monks  to  the  second  Council  of  Ephesus,  recorded 
in  the  acts  of  the  Council  of  Chalcedon,^  takes  notice,  that 
as  the  Church  was  wont  to  absolve  sinners  at  Easter  from 
the  bonds  of  excommunication,  so  the  emperors  used  to 
loose  the  bonds  of  those  that  were  in  prison  for  their 
offences. 

Chrysostom  further  acquaints  us  with  the  reason  or 
ground  of  this  practice,  telling  us,*  that  the  emperors  set 
prisoners  at  liberty,  that  they  might  imitate,  as  far  as  in 


•  Anibros.  P^p.  xxxiii.  Sanctis  dicbus  hebdomadis  iillima!,  quibus  solebant 
debilonim  laxari  vincula,  &c.  '  Nyssen  Hoiii.  iii.  de  Resur.  Oliristi. 

tom.iii.  p.  420.  ^  Cone.  Chalced.  act.  i.  Cone.  toni.  iv.  p.  278. 

"*  Chryb.  Horn.  xxx.  ia  Gcu.  toin.  ii.  p.i27. 


88  •  THE  ANTIQUITIES   OF   THE  [BOOK    XX. 

them  lay,  the  example  of  their  Lord  and  Master.  For  as 
He  delivered  us  from  the  grievous  prison  of  our  sins,  and 
made  us  capable  of  enjoying-  innumerable  blessings;  so 
ought  we  in  like  manner,  as  far  as  was  possible,  to  imitate 
the  mercy  and  kindness  of  our  Lord.  So  again  in  his 
Homily  upon  Psalm  cxlv.  which  was  spoken  in  the  Passion 
week,  and  therefore  goes  under  both  titles  :  the  imperial 
letters,  says  he/  are  sent  forth,  commanding  all  prisoners  to 
be  loosed  from  their  bonds.  For  as  our  Lord,  when  he  was 
€v*  Ads,  m  hell,  or  the  state,  and  place  of  the  dead,  set  at 
liberty  all  that  were  under  the  power  of  death  :  so  his  ser- 
vants, contributing  what  they  are  able,  in  imitation  of  the 
mercy  of  their  Lord,  loose  men  from  these  visible  bonds, 
having  no  power  to  loose  them  from  those,  which  are  spiri- 
tual and  invisible.  Whence  we  may  observe,  that  these  in- 
dulgences of  the  princes,  were  not  designed  to  make  men 
believe  they  were  cleared  either  of  the  guilt  or  infamy  of 
their  crimes,  but  only  freed  from  the  punishment  that  was 
duo  to  them.  Both  the  guilt  and  scandal  still  remained  upon 
them,  and  the  very  indulgence  itself  was  a  note  of  infamy, 
implying,  that  they  had  done  something  that  needed  such  a 
pardon.  And  for  this  reason  these  indulgences  were  never 
granted  promiscuously  to  whole  bodies  of  men,  because  that 
would  have  been  to  have  set  a  mark  of  infamy  and  condem- 
nation upon  the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty,  as  Valenti- 
nian  once  told  the  senate,^  when  they  petitioned  for  a  general 
act  of  grace  to  be  granted  to  their  whole  body  for  the  sake 
of  a  few  offenders  in  it.  He  assured  them,  he  was  ready  to 
pardon  any  particular  members  among  them  ;  but  to  grant 
a  general  indulgence  to  the  senate,  was  to  defame  the 
senate  without  reason :  since  every  indulgence  set  a  mark 
upon  those,  whom  it  freed  ;  and  did  not  erase  the  infamy  of 


'  Chrys.  Horn,  in  Psiil.  cxlv.  torn.  iii.  p.  823.  Qutc   est  Mom.  7S.    in  Ih-b- 
domadiim  Mairnani.tnm.  V.  Kdit.  Sjivil.p.  fill.  *  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ix. 

tit.  S8.  Do  Indiilpfnt.  0111111)11111.  Icir.  v.  Indulpentia,  Pntros  t'onscrijiti,  (inos 
lihc-rat,  notal;  ncc  infainiiun  criiiiinis  tollit.srd  panic  pratiani  facit.  in  iino 
lioc,  aut  in  duohiis  nis  r.ilum  sit ;  i|ui  inili;ltjenliuni  scnatui  dat,  daninal  si"i>a- 
tiiui. 


CHAP,    v.]  CHRISTIAN    CHURCH.  S9 

the  crime,  but  only  relax  the  punishment.      For  as  one  of 
the  old  poets  said  well, 

"  P<jena  potest  demi,  culpa  perenni  serity 
The  punishment  may  he  remitted,  but  the  crime,  both  in 
its  guilt  and  scandal,  will  remain  upon  men  for  ever,  not- 
withstanding- any  such  human  acts  of  grace,  unless  they  take 
some  proper  methods  to  sue  out  a  divine  pardon.  However 
the  Emperors  were  willing  to  grant  what  indulgence  they 
could  to  men's  bodies  at  this  holy  festival,  that  criminals 
might  partake  of  their  clemency  shewn  in  imitation  of  their 
Lord,  and  use  the  opportunity  to  do  something  more  for 
themselves,  by  having-  recourse  to  heaven  as  penitents, 
and  applying  to  the  throne  of  grace  for  a  more  effectual 
pardon. 

Sect.  7. — At  this  Time  also  it  was  usual  more  than  ordinarily  for  Men  to 
shew  their  Charity  to  Slaves  by  granting  them  their  Freedom. 

We  may  observe  further  out  of  the  forementioned  place 
of  Gregory  Nyssen,  that  it  was  usual  at  this  time  riot  only 
to  release  criminals  out  of  prison  by  a  public  act  of  state, 
but  for  private  men  also  to  shew  their  charity  to  their  fellow 
creatures,  by  granting  slaves  their  manumission  or  freedom, 
as  a  proper  expression  of  mercy  becoming  this  holy  festival, 
which  brought  a  general  redemption  from  slavery,  and  uni- 
versal liberty  to  mankind  by  our  Saviour's  resurrection. 
And  that  there  might  be  no  clog"  or  impediment  to  this  good 
disposition  cast  in  men's  way  to  hinder  this  kind  of  charity, 
the  law  provided,  that  though  all  other  kinds  of  legal  pro- 
cesses should  cease  for  the  whole  week  following  this  festi- 
val, yet  whatever  was  necessary  to  be  done  by  way  of  charity 
for  the  manumission  of  slaves,  should  be  allowed  of,  as 
comporting  with  the  true  intent  and  design  of  this  holy 
solemnity.  This  we  learn  from  a  law  of  Theodosius,'  in  the 
Justinian  Code,  which  says,  "  let  all  actions  at  law,  whether 


'  Cod  Justin.  Lib.  iii.  tit.  xii.  de  Feriis.  leg.  viii.  Actus  omnes,  scu  pub- 
lici  sunt  seu  privati,  diebus  quindecini  paschalibus  conquiescant.  In  his 
tamen  ct  emancipandi  et  manuiuiltendicuncti  llcentiam  habcant ;  el  super  his 
acta  noil  prohibeanlur. 
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public  or  private,  cease  in  the  fifteen  paschal  days,  that  is, 
in  the  week  before  and  the  week  after  Easter  Sunday.  Yet 
all  men  have  liberty  at  this  time  to  grant  freedom  to  their 
slaves,  and  whatever  acts  are  necessary  to  be  done  in  law 
to  promote  this  end,  are  not  prohibited."  This  is  the  same 
exception  that  Constantino  had  made  before  with  respect 
to  the  Lord's  day,'  on  which  all  proceedings  at  law  were 
prohibited,  except  such  as  w  ere  matters  of  absolute  neces- 
sity or  great  charity,  among  which  he  reckons  the  manu- 
mission of  slaves,  wiiich  therefore  was  allowed  at  any 
time,  as  has  been  shewn  before  in  speaking  of  the 
Lord's  day. 

Sect.  8. — And  to  tlie  Poor  by  liberal  Donations. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  instance  of  their  charity  at  this 
holy  season.  For  they  were  ambitious  at  this  time  especi- 
ally to  shew  their  liberality  to  the  poor;  nothing  being 
thought  more  congruous  and  suitable  to  the  occasion,  than 
for  men  to  make  the  hearts  of  the  poor  rejoice,  at  a  time 
when  they  remembered  the  common  fountain  of  their  mer- 
cies, as  Commodian  words  it  in  his  instructions.*  Upon  this 
account  Eusebius  tells  us,^  Constantine  was  used,  as  soon  as 
the  morning  of  Easter  day  appeared,  to  open  his  hand  in 
liberality  to  all  nations,  provinces,  and  people  ;  bestowing 
rich  gifts  upon  them,  in  imitation  of  the  beneficence  of  the 
common  Saviour  of  mankind. 

Sect.  0. — Tlie  whole  Week  after  Kaster-day  eclebrnted  mIiIi  Sermons,  Com- 
munions, &c.  as  Part  of  the  same  Feslival. 

Neither  did  they  confine  their  acts  of  piety  and  devotion 
to  Easter-day,  but  kept  tlic  whole  week  following  in  the 
strictest  maimer,  as  part  of  the  same  festival;  holding  reli- 
gious assemblies  every  day  not  only  for  prayer,  but  for 
preaching  and  receiving  the  communion  also.     This  is  evi- 


'  Cod.  Th.  Ill),  ii.  til.  viii.  de  Feriis  leg.  i.  *  C<)nunod.  Inslruel. 

cjjt.  Ixxv.  ^  Euseb.  vit.  Conbt.  lib.  iv.  cap.  '28. 
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dent  in  part  from  what  has  been  observed  in  the  beginnin"- 
of  this  chapter,  sect.  I.  That  the  Paschal  solemnity  in  its  full 
extent  including-  fifteen  days,  or  two  whole  weeks,  the  one 
before,  and  the  other  after  Easter  day.  Concerning-  that 
which  followed  after  (and  of  that  we  are  only  speaking  here) 
Chrysostom  says  plainly,'  that  they  had  sermons  every  day 
throughout  the  whole  week.  For  seven  days  together  we 
hold  religious  assemblies,  and  prepare  a  spiritual  table  for 
you,  making  you  partakers  of  the  divine  oracles,  and  every 
day  anointing  you,  (he  means,  with  the  spiritual  unction  of 
instruction)  and  arming  you  ag-ainst  the  devil.  A  little  after 
he  says  again,  seven  days  together  ye  have  preaching,  that 
ye  may  learn  perfectly  to  wrestle  with  your  enemy.  And 
he  calls  the  whole  solemnity  a  spiritual  marriage,  which, 
after  the  manner  of  other  marriage  solemnities,  lasted  seven 
days.  Upon  this  account  the  author  of  the  Constitutions^ 
requires  servants  to  rest  from  their  labour  this  whole  week, 
that  they  might  attend  sermons  and  other  offices  of  divine  ser- 
vice. The  same  is  required  in  the  second  Council  of  Mas- 
eon  :  "  on  those  six  most  holy  days  let  no  one  presume  to  do 
any  servile  labour,  but  let  all  with  one  consent  attend  the 
service  of  the  paschal  festival,  and  persevere  in  offering  up 
their  daily  sacrifices,  praising  him  who  created  and  redeem- 
ed us,  both  evening  and  morning  and  at  noon-day."  And  to 
the  same  purpose  the  Council  of  Trullo  :*  from  the  holy  day 
of  the  resurrection  of  Christ  our  God  to  new  Sunday, — 
Hf\oi.H  rrjc  Kuiviiq  KvpLaKr\Q, — all  the  faithful  ought  to  spend 
their  time  at  church,  and  exercise  themselves  incessantly 
the  whole  week  in  psalms  and  hymns  and  spiritual  songs, 
rejoicing  in  Christ,  and  celebrating  the  festival  by  attend- 
ance on  the  reading  of  the  holy  mysteries.    For  so  we  shall 


'  Chrys.  xxxiv.  de  Resur.  Christi.  t.  v.  p.  531,  et  532.  ^  Constit. 

lib.  viii.  cap.  53.  *  Con,  Matiscon.  ii.  can.  2.     Sanctissimis  illis  sex 

diebus  nemo  servile  opus  audeat  facere,  sed  omnes  siniul  coadunati,  hyninis 
paschalibiis  indulgentes,  persevcrationis  nostra;  praiscntiam  qiiotidianis 
sacrificiis  ostendamiis,  laudantes  Crcatorem  ac  Regcneratorem  nostriiin  Vcs- 
pcrc  et  Mane  et  Meridie.  '  Con.  Trull,  can.  C(5. 
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rise  with  Christ,  niul  he  exalted  with  him.  Tlierefore  let 
neither  horse-racing",  nor  any  other  pubHc  games  or  shows 
be  performed  on  these  days. 

Sect.  10. — All  public  Games  prohibited  during  this  whole  Season. 

What  this  council  here  forbids  under  the  name  of  pubhc 
games,  is  ag-reeable  to  former  imperial  laws,  which  prohi- 
bited them  not  only  on  Easter  day,  as  being*  one  of  the 
Lord's  days,  but  extended  the  prohibition  to  the  whole  week 
after.  For  so  Theodosius,  junior,  had  expressly  determin- 
ed,' that  at  Easter  and  Pentecost  all  public  games  and  plea- 
sures both  of  the  theatre  and  circus  should  universally  be 
denied  to  the  people,  during"  the  whole  time  that  the  newly- 
baptised  wore  their  white  and  shining  garments  represent- 
ing the  light  of  their  heavenly  washing:  (that  is  till  the 
Sunday  following,  which,  as  we  shall  see  by  and  by,  was 
the  conclusion  of  this  festival.)  and  the  reason  of  this  pro- 
hibition is  there  given  ;  because  during  this  season  the  minds 
of  Christians  ought  wholly  to  be  employed  in  the  worship 
of  God.  And  the  prohibition  extends  also  to  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  who  are  so  far  obliged  to  pay  a  respect  to  this 
holy  time,  as  to  know  how  to  make  a  distinction  between 
days  of  supplication  and  days  of  pleasure. 

Sect.  11. — And  all  Proceedings  at  Law,  except  in  sonae  special  and  extraor- 
dinary Cases. 

And  for  the  same  reason  all  proceedings  at  law  were  pro- 
hibited at  this  season,  exce[)t  in  some  special  and  extraor- 
dinary cases.  As  the  case  of  manumission  of  slaves,  \vhich 
being  a  case  of  great  charity,  was  allowed  at  all  seasons  ; 
as  has  been  noted  before,^  out  of  Gregory  Nyssen  and  a  law 
of  Theodosius,  which  allows  and  confirms  all  acts  of  law 
that  were  necessary  to  be  dune  in  order  to  set  slaves  at 
liberty  and  give  them  their  freedom.     And  a  like  exception 


'   Cod.  Th.  lib.  XV.  tit.  .'».  di-  Speclac.  leg.  v.  ■  Ste  before,  sect. 

»i.  ^ind  vii.  of  (Ills  ('lia|)ti  T. 
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was  made  by  Theodosius  junior  and  Honorius'  in  the  case 
of  trying-  pirates,  because  this  was  necessary  to  be  done  im- 
mediately for  the  sake  of  the  public  safety:  and  therefore 
the  examination  of  such  criminals  was  allowed  in  Lent,  and 
on  the  Easter  festival.  But  excepting"  such  cases  of  neces- 
sity, and  charity,  all  other  actions  at  law  were  entirely  su- 
perseded at  this  time  in  honour  of  the  paschal  festival. 
There  are  laws  of  Theodosius  in  both  the  Codes  to  this 
purpose,^  that  the  whole  fifteen  days  of  the  paschal  solem- 
nity, that  is,  the  week  before  Easter-day,  called  the  Great 
Week  in  Lent,  and  the  week  following",  should  be  times  of 
perfect  vacation  from  all  actions  and  business  of  the  law ; 
the  forementioned  cases  only  excepted.  And  they  are  often 
mentioned  and  referred  to  by  St,  Austin,^  Chrysostom,  and 
others,  who  need  not  here  be  repeated,  because  they  have 
been  alleged  before  upon  other  occasions  in  this  chapter, 
sect.  I.  and  6. 


Sect.  12. — The  Sunday  after  Easter,  commonly  called,  Dominica  Nova, 
and  Dominica  hi  Albis,  observed  with  great  Solemnity  as  the  Conclusion 
of  the  Paschal  Festival. 

Neither  need  I  remark  here,  that  Easter  was  the  most 
noted  and  solemn  time  of  baptism  in  the  Church,  because 
of  this  the  reader  has  had  a  particular  account  before  in 
treating  of  baptism  :  but  1  only  observe,  that  the  Sunday 
after  Easter,  which  was  the  conclusion  of  the  paschal  feast, 
was  usually  observed  with  great  solemnity.  For  on  this  day 
the  Neophytes,  or  persons  newly  baptised,  were  wont  to  lay 
aside  their  white  garments,  and  commit  them  to  the  reposi- 


'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ix.  tit.  35.  de  Qusestionibus.  leg.  vii.  Provinciarum  ju- 
dices  moneantur,  ut  in  Isaurorum  latronura  quaestionibus,  nullum  Quadrage- 
simse,  nee  venerabilem  Pascharum  diem  existiment  excipiendum,  ne  diffcra- 
tur  sceleratorum  proditio  consiliorum,  &c.  Vid.  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xiii.  tit.  5. 
de  Naviculariis.  leg.  38,  ^  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ii.  tit. 8.  de  Feriis.  leg.  ii. 

Sanctos  quoque  Pascha;  dies,  qui  septeno  vel  preecedunt  numero  vel  sequun- 
tur,  in  eadem  observatione  nuraeranius.  Vid.  Cod.  Justin,  de  Feriis.  leg.  2, 
7,8.  8  Aug.  Serm.  xix.  inter  Editos  a  Sirmondo.  Chrys.  Ilom.xxx. 

in  Gen.  et  in  Psal.  145. 
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torv  of  the  Church.  Whence,  as  it  was  sometimes  called 
the  octaves  of  Easter,  as  being-  the  concUision  of  tlie  pas- 
chal festival:  so  more  commonly  it  was  known  by  the  name  of 
Dominica  in  Albis,  the  Suiulay  of  Albes,  or  white  garments. 
Under  which  denominations  we  meet  with  it  several  times 
in  St.  Austin  in  his  sermons  upon  tliis  day:  some  of  which  are 
said  to  be  preached'  "  Dominica  in  Octavis  Paschce  /'  and 
others  ^'Dominica  in  Albis^''^  if  any  stress  is  to  be  laid  upon 
the  titles,  which  perhaps  maybe  added  by  other  writers  about 
the  time  of  Charles  the  Great,  in  whose  days  these  were  the 
common  appellations  among  all  the  ritualists  of  the  Latin 
Church.^  But  the  Greek  writers  give  it  another  name,  viz. 
Katvri  YivptiaKi],  or  Aia(catvj/(rt/Lioc,  the  New  Sunday.  Under 
which  title  Nazianzen*  and  Chrysostom  have  sermons  upon 
it,  and  the  Council  of  Trullo  mentions  it  under  the  same 
denomination,^  saying,  from  the  day  of  the  Lbrd's  resurrec- 
tion to  the  new  Lord's  day,  men  shall  attend  at  church  to 
singing,  reading  the  Scriptures,  and  participating  of  the 
holy  mysteries.  It  was  so  called  from  the  renovation  of  men 
by  the  new  birth  of  baptism  ;  being  the  close  of  the  great 
festival  of  Easter,  at  which  they  were  baptised,  and  born 
anew  of  water  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  then  clothed  in  new 
and  white  garments,  emblems  of  their  new  light  and  birth  ; 
which  being  laid  aside  again  the  Sunday  following,  the  day 
was  called  the  new  Lord's  day  from  the  whole  action  that 
went  before  it :  as  the  six  days  of  the  week  preceding  it 
were  called  Dies  Neophytorum,  the  days  of  the  Neophytes, 
or  newly-baptised,  for  the  same  reason :  as  we  find  in  St. 
Austin,*^  who  speaking  of  the  time  from  Easter  Sunday  to 
the  Sunday  following  inclusively,  stiles  it  Octo  Dies  Neo- 
phytorum, the  eight  days  of  Neophytes,  taking  both  Sun- 
days into  the  number. 


•  Aug.  Sorm.  dt-  Temp.  IGO,   102,  lfi3,  lOi.  «  I.l.  Sir.  xix.  ex  E.lilis  a 

Sirraondo.  "  Vid.  VicecoiiH's  <lc  RItib.  Bapt.  lib.  v.  ciip.  I'i. 

*  Naz.  Oral.  xHii.  in  Dominir:iin  Novnm.  Chrys.  Horn.  cvi.  iu  l)om.  Nov. 
Tom.  vii.  edit.  Savil.  p.  ATj.  ♦  Con.  Trull,  can.  lx\i.  '  Aug:. 

Ep.  cxix.  ad  Januar.  rap.  17. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Of  Pentecost,  or  Whitsuntide. 

Sect.  1. — Pentecost  taken  in  a  double  Sense  among  the  Ancients.  First,  for 
the  fifty  Days  between  Easter  and  Whitsuntide  ;  and  secondly,  for  the  sin- 
gle Day  of  Pentecost, 

The  next  great  festival  was  that  of  Pentecost,  which  is 
taken  in  a  double  sense  among;  the  Ancients.  For  some- 
times  it  signifies  the  whole  space  of  fifty  days  between 
Easter  and  Whitsuntide,  which  was  one  continued  festival ; 
and  sometimes  it  was  taken  in  a  more  restrained  sense  for 
that  particular  time  which  was  set  aside  for  the  commemo- 
ration of  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  the  Apostles. 
In  the  former  acceptation  TertuUian  speaks  of  it,^  when  he 
tells  the  Christians,  by  way  of  triumph  over  the  heathens, 
that  the  heathen  festivals  were  but  a  sing-le  day  in  the  re- 
turn of  every  year.  But  the  Christians  had  a  festival  every 
eighth  day,  meaning  the  Lord's  day  :  and  besides  that,  they 
had  one  continued  festival  of  fifty  days,  which  was  more 
than  all  the  festivals  the  heathen  could  pretend  to  reckon 
up  in  a  whole  year.  So  again  he  says  in  another  place,^ 
that  Pentecost  was  a  large  space  of  time  appointed  by  the 
Church  for  administering  of  baptism,  during  which  season 
the  resurrection  of  the  Lord  was  frequently  demonstrated 
to  the  disciples,  and  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  first 


•  Tertul.  de  Idololat.  cap.  14.  Ethnicis  semel  annuus  dies  quisque  festus 
est:  tibi  octavo  quoque  die.  Excerpe  singulas  solennitates  nationum,  et  in 
•  ordinem  texe,  Pentecosten  implere  non  poterunt.  -  Tertul.  de 

Bapt.  cap.  19.  Exinde  Pentecoste  ordinandis  lavacris  latissimuni  spaciuin 
est,  quo  et  Domini  resurrectio  inter  discipulos  frequentata  est,  ^  gratia 
Spiritus  Sancti  dedicate,  &c.  Vid.  Can.  Apostol.  37.  et  Can  20.  Con.  An- 
tioch,  where  mention  is  made  of  the  fourth  week  in  Pentecost. 
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poured  out  upon  them.  Where  it  is  phiin,  he  takes  Pente- 
cost not  barely  for  the  day,  on  which  the  Holy  Ghost  de- 
scended on  the  Apostles,  but  for  the  whole  time  that  our 
Saviour  conversed  among'st  his  disciples,  to  fr-ive  them  proof 
of  his  resurrection.  Therefore,  though  Vicecomes'  repre- 
hends Ludovicus  Vives  for  asserting-  this,  yet  Habertus  de- 
fends him  out  of  these  places  of  Tertuliian  ;^  and  Dr.  Cave^ 
and  other  learned  men  are  of  the  same  opinion.  Particu- 
hxrly  Gothofred  takes  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  prove  this  to 
be  the  meaning-  of  Quinquayesima,  whicli  is  the  Latin  name 
for  Pentecost,  in  that  famous  law  of  Theodosius  junior,* 
where  he  prohibits  all  public  games  and  sports,  during  the 
solemnities  of  Easter  and  Pentecost,  which  solemnities  are 
there  described  by  these  two  circumstances  or  characters  : 
first,  that  the  Neophytes  then  laid  aside  their  white  and 
bright  garments,  representing  the  new  light  and  brightness 
of  their  holy  and  heavenly  washing  ;  and  secondly,  that  at 
this  season  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  called  the  Apostolical 
Passions,  were  read,  in  commemoration  and  confirmation  of 
the  great  doctrine  of  Christianity,  our  Lord's  resurrection. 

Sect.  2. — During?  which  Time  the  Church  chiefly  exercised  herself  in  read- 
ing and  meditatinp:  upon  tlie  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  as  the  great  Confirmation 
of  our  Lord's  Resurrection. 

The  latter  of  these  circumstances  is  a  peculiar  charac- 
teristic, not  of  any  single  day,  but  of  the  whole  time  be- 
tween Easter  and  Whitsuntide,  during  which  time  it  was 
customary  in  the  Church  to  read  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
as  we  learn  from  several  passages  in  Chrysostom,  which 
plainly  shew,  that  he  takes  Pentecost  for  the  whole  fifty 
davs  between   Easter  day  and  Whit  Sunday.     One  of  his 


•  Vicecom.  de  Rilib.  Bapt.  lib.  i.  cap.  26.  *  Ilabi^rt.  Archi- 

eratic.  Par.  tiii.  Ohserv.  k  p.  134.  '  Cave,  Prim.  Christ,  p.  807. 

*  Cod.  Th.  111).  XV.  tit.  6.  do  Kpectaculis.  leg.  5.  Paschx  etiani 
et  Quin(iuagi-simu;  dii'bus  (()iiiinidiu  ca;lo.sli»  lumen  liivacri,  imitantiii  novant 
sancli  bai>li»nialis  lucem  vestimi'iita  tcstaiitur  :  (pio  tempore  ct  commomora- 
tio  apostolicffi  pa.ssioni.s,  poijus  Clirisliaiiilutis  magL-^trie,  a  cunctis  jure  celo- 
bratur)  omni  thcatrorum  atiiue  circcnsiuin  voluptate  populis  dcnigatfi,  &c. 
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Homilies  is  chiefly  spent  in  giving-  an  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion,' why  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  are  read  in  Pentecost  ? 
The  sermon  itself  bears  this  title  ;  and  in  answer  to  the 
question,  he  says,  that  on  every  festival  such  portions  of 
Scripture  were  read  as  particularly  related  to  that  festival. 
Thus  on  the  day  of  our  Saviour's  passion  all  such  Scriptures 
were  read,  as  had  any  relation  to  the  cross  ;  on  the  great 
Sabbath,  or  Saturday  before  Easter,  they  read  all  such  por- 
tions of  Scripture  as  contained  the  history  of  his  being  be- 
trayed, crucified,  dead,  and  buried  ;  on  Easter  day  they  read 
such  passages  as  gave  an  account  of  his  resurrection.  But 
then  it  seemed  a  difficulty  why  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
which  contain  the  history  of  their  miracles  done  after  Pen- 
tecost, should  be  read  in  this  interval,  before  Pentecost  was 
fully  ended.  To  this  he  answers,  that  the  miracles  of  the 
Apostles,  contained  in  that  book,  were  the  great  demonstra- 
tion of  our  Saviour's  resurrection  :  and  therefore  the  Church 
appointed  that  book  to  be  read  always  immediately  after  our 
Saviour's  resurrection,  to  give  men  the  evidences  and  proofs 
of  that  holy  mystery,  which  was  the  completion  of  their  re- 
demption. And  hence  it  became  a  standing  rule  over  the 
whole  Church  to  read  the  Acts  in  these  fifty  days  of  Pente- 
cost, as  appears  from  many  other  places  of  Chrysostom,^ 
Austin,^  Cassian,*  and  the  fourth  Council  of  Toledo,^  which 
because  I  have  had  occasion  to  recite  at  large  in  a  former 
book,^  I  forbear  to  repeat   in  this  place. 

Sect.  3. — All  Fasting  and  Kneeling  at  Prayers  prohibited  at  this  Season,  as 
on  the  Lord's  Day. 

During  this  season  likewise  they  generally  prohibited  all 
fasting  and  kneeling  at  prayers,  as  on  the  Lord's  day,  be- 


'  Chrys.  Horn.  63.     Cur  in  Pentecoste  acta  legantur.  t.  v.  p.  949. 
-  Chrys,  Horn.  33.  in  Gen.  p.  478.     Horn.  47.  t.  5.  p.  637.     Horn.  48.  in  in- 
script.  altaris,  t.  V.  p.  650.  *  Aug.  Tract.  6.  in  Joan.  t.  9.  p. '24. 

Horn.  83.  de  diversis.  *  Cassian  Institut.  lib.  ii.  cap.  6. 

*  Cone.  Tolet.  4.  can.  16.  «  Book  XIV.  chap.  iii.  n.  3- 

VOL.  VII.  H 
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cause  at  this  time  tlioy  more  espccinlly  celebrated  with  joy 
tlie  memorial  of  our  Saviour's  resurrection.  This  is  plain 
from  those  words  of  Tertullian,*  "  We  count  it  unlawful  to 
fast,  or  to  worship  kneelino-  on  the  Lord's  day  ;  and  we  enjoy 
the  same  immunity  from  Easter  to  Pentecost."  Epiphanius 
says  the  same,*  that  thoug-h  the  Ascetics  of  the  Church 
fasted  on  the  stationary  days,  that  is,  Wednesdays  and  Fri- 
days, or  other  times,  yet  they  neither  fasted  nor  kneeled  on 
the  Lord's  day.  or  the  whole  fifty  days  of  Pentecost.  And 
this  custom  about  kneeling  was  made  a  standing-  rule  by 
the  Council  of  Nice :  for  whereas,  say  they,^  there  are  some, 
who  kneel  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  the  fifty  days  of  Pente- 
cost ;  that  an  uniform  way  of  worship  may  be  observed  in 
all  churches,  it  seems  good  to  the  holy  synod,  that  prayer 
be  made  to  God  standing.  Yet  all  churches  did  not  exactly 
conform  to  this  rule,  nor  observe  these  customs  so  precisely 
in  Pentecost,  as  they  did  on  the  Lord's  day.  For  St.  Austin 
says,*  he  was  not  certain  that  these  things  were  in  use  in  all 
churches,  either  in  Pentecost  or  the  Lords  day.  And  Cas- 
sian  says  more  expressly,^  that  in  the  monasteries  of  Syria, 
thev  had  no  great  regard  to  this  rule,  which  forbad  kneeling 
at  prayers  or  fiisting  in  Pentecost,  though  their  neighbours, 
the  Egy|)tians,  were  very  precise  and  punctual  in  the  obser- 
vation of  both  those  customs  ;  which  made  him  more  curious 
to  enquire  into  the  ground  and  reason  of  these  observations; 
and  their  answer  was,"  that  this  festival  being  kept  in  honour 


•  Tertul.  (le  Coron.  Mil.  cap.  3.  Die  Dominiro  jcjuninm  nefas  ducimus, 
vt'l  do  pcniculis  adorare.  Elidoni  iinmunitale  a  die  Pasrliic  in  Pi'iitecoslen 
ustjue  gftudi'inus.  '  Kpijihan.  Expos.  Fid.  n.  '22, 

"  Con.  Nic.  can.  20.  *  Au^.  Ep.  119.  ad  Janiiar.   cap.  17.     Ut 

autcm  stantes  in  illis  diobus,  ct  omnibus  Dominicis  orenius,  utnnn  ubiipio 
servetur  iffiioro.  *  Cassian  CoUat.  xxi.  cap.  11.     Cici)iinus  dili- 

gentius  pcrcontari,  cur  apud  /T^ffyptis  tanta  obsirvantia  caveretur,  ne  quia 
penilus  totis  Quin(iuiifct'!>inuu  diebus  yc\  pcnua  in  oiationc  curvarcl,  vel 
usque  ad  horani  nonnin  jcjunarc  pncsunicrot,  ooqui'  id  diiii^entiiis  pcrscruta- 
bainiir,  quod  nrquaquani  boc  tantft  cautionc  scrvari  in  Syri;e  inonastoriis  vi- 
d»Tamus.  "   Ibid.cap2().     Idco  in  ipsis  diebus  ncc  ijonua  in  ora- 

tiont!  curvantur,  fjuia  inllexio  gfiiuum  vclul  pa-nltcntiic  ac  luclus  indicium. 
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and  memory  of  our  Saviour's  resurrection,  it  was  a  time  of 
more  than  ordinary  joy  ;  and  fasting-  and  kneeling-  were  in- 
congruous at  such  a  season,  because  they  were  indications 
of  deep  mourning-,  and  a  more  than  ordinary  repentance: 
therefore  they  neither  fasted  nor  prayed  kneehng-  on  these 
days,  or  the  Lord's  day,  but  sung  praises  and  hallelujahs 
to  God,  in  honour  and  thankfulness  for  our  Saviour's  re- 
surrection. This  custom  of  singing  hallelujah  in  many 
churches  was  peculiar  to  this  season  j  but  in  some  churches 
it  was  used  upon  other  occasions.  Of  which  the  reader 
ma)'  find  a  full  account  in  a  former  book,*  where  we  treat  of 
the  psalmody  of  the  Church. 

Sect  i. — And  all  Public  Games  and  Stage-plays ;  but  not  Pleading  at  Law 
forbidden,  or  bodily  Labour. 

To  proceed  with  the  present  festival,  we  may  observe 
further,  that  it  was  of  so  great  esteem  and  veneration,  that 
Theodosius  junior,  a  pious  prince,  thought  it  proper  to  for- 
bid all  public  games  and  diversions,  as  well  of  the  theatre, 
as  the  circus,  during  this  whole  season,  because  this  was  a 
time  of  more  solemn  worship,  when  the  minds  of  Christians 
ought  to  be  wholly  employed  in  the  service  of  God,  and 
commemorating  of  those  wonderful  miracles  that  were 
wrought  in  confirmation  of  the  Gospel  by  the  hand  of  the 
Apostles,  as  he  words  it  in  his  law  made  for  this  purpose.^ 
But  business  of  law  and  administration  of  justice  was  a 
more  necessary  thing  than  sports  and  pastimes  ;  and  there- 
fore there  was  no  cessation  of  those  enjoined  at  this  season, 
but  only  in  the  first  week  after  Easter,  which  was  reckoned 
into  the  paschal  festival.  As  soon  as  this  was  over,  the  law 
was  open  again,  and  all  actions  commenced  afresh,  as  at 
other  times,  which  is  evident  from  that  discourse  of  St.  Aus- 
tin, which  he  preached  on  the  octaves  of  Easter,  or  Domi- 


'  Book  XIV.  cliap.  ii.  sect  4.  ^  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xv.  tit.  5.  de 

Speetaculis.  leg.  5. 

H  2 
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7iica  in  Albis,  wIhtc  ho  says,*  the  days  of  vacation  are  now 
past,  and  those  of  convcnhig",  exactions,  and  law  suits  suc- 
<.^eed  in  their  room.  So  that  in  this  respect  the  remainder  of 
these  fifty  days  was  inferior  to  tlie  other  great  festivals  ;  but 
this  was  the  oidy  tliiiiy,  in  which  there  appears  to  be  any 
distinction  or  difference  in  law  made  between  them.  And 
in  regard  to  ecclesiastical  aflairs,  they  were  observed  with 
ahnost  the  same  religious  solemnity  as  the  other  festivals, 
as  appears  from  what  has  now  been  said  upon  them  :  only 
some  learned  men  make  a  just  remark,  that  the  observation 
of  this  solemnity  did  not  oblige  men,  especially  those  of  the 
poorer  sort,  to  a  strict  abstinence  from  bodily  labour.  For 
this  was  a  rule  only  for  the  Lord's  day,  and  some  of  the 
greater  festivals,  as  appears  from  the  author  of  the  Consti- 
tutions, who,  speaking  of  the  days,  on  which  servants  were 
to  rest  from  their  labour,^  mentions  the  Lord's  day,  and  the 
Sabbath,  and  the  nativity  of  Christ,  and  Epiphany,  and  the 
<rreat  week  in  Lent,  and  Easter  week,  and  Ascension  day, 
and  Pentecost,  as  it  signifies  the  particular  day  of  the  de- 
scent of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  the  Apostles,  but  says  no- 
thing of  Pentecost  in  the  larger  accej)tation,  as  it  signifies 
the  whole  fifty  days  between  Easter  and  Whitsuntide.  The 
Council  of  Eliberis  has  a  pretty  severe  Canon  against  some,^ 
who  kept  Pentecost  at  a  wrong-  season,  not  fifty,  but  forty 
days  after  Easter.  But  it  does  not  clearly  appear,  that  they 
intended  the  whole  fifty  days  should  be  observed,  but  only 
the  particular  day  of  Pentecost  at  its  proper  season.  Or  if 
they  intended  more,  yet  Albaspinajus  thinks,*  they  made  no 
rule  about  kroping  those  days  as  days  of  perfect  vacation 
from  bodily  labour,  but  oidy  days  of  relaxation  from  fasting- 
and  kneeling,  and  days  of  public  joy  and  thanksgiving-,  and 


'  Aug.  Serm.  li).  ex  Editisa  Sirmonilo.  t.  x.  p.Sll.  «  Constilut. 

lib.  viii.  cap.  33.  ''  Con.  Klilji-r.  can  43.     Pravam  instilutionem 

enicndari  plaruit,  juxta  autlioritatnn  Scriptuiarum,  ut  ciiiicti  diiiii  Pente- 
costcs  post  I'ascha  rcli-hn-mus,  iioii  Quadragcsimam,  si.l  Quin(iiiai,'t>simani. 
Qui  non  fccerit,  iiyvaiu  ha-rosiui  iuduxisse  noletur.  *  Albasp. 

in  Loc. 
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holding-  religions  assemblies  for  prayer  and  receiving  the 
eucharist,  which  probably  was  administered  every  day  dur- 
ing- this  whole  season.  And  in  these  things  consisted  the 
observation  of  Pentecost  in  this  larger  acceptation. 

Sect  6. — Of  Ascension  Day,  its  Antiquity  and  Observation. 

In  the  course  of  this  long  continued  festival  of  Pentecost 
we  are  to  take  more  special  notice  of  one  particular  day, 
before  we  come  to  Whitsunday  ;  that  is,  of  the  feast  of  our 
Saviour's  ascension  or  assumption  into  heaven.  The  obser- 
vation of  this  festival  was  so  ancient,  that  St.  Austin  could 
derive  its  original  from  no  other  fountain,  but  either  aposto- 
lical institution,  or  the  general  agreement  of  the  Church  in 
some  plenary  council.  For  those  thing's,  says  he,*  which, 
are  received  and  observed  over  all  tlie  world,  not  as  written 
in  Scripture,  but  as  handed  down  to  us  by  tradition,  we 
conceive  to  be  either  instituted  by  the  Apostles  themselves, 
or  some  numerous  councils,  whose  authority  is  of  very  g-reat 
use  in  the  Church.  Sjch  are  the  anniversary  solemnities  of 
our  Saviour's  passion,  and  resurrection,  and  ascension  into 
heaven,  and  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Ghost  from  heaven. 
It  is  certain,  therefore,  the  feast  of  ascension  was  generally 
observed  all  over  the  Church  long  before  St.  Austin's  time. 
Chrysostom  often  speaks  of  it  under  the  name  of  ^AvaXrj^iQ, 
or  our  Lord's  assumption  into  Heaven.  For  not  to  mention 
those  two  sermons  in  Sir  H.  Savil's  edition  upon  the  ascen- 
sion,^ which  are  reckoned  spurious,  he  has  one  upon  the  as- 
sumption,^ the  credit  of  which  was  never  called  in  question, 
wherein  he  styles  this  festival  the  illustrious  and  refulgent 
day  of  our  Lord's  assumption  into  heaven.    And  in  another 


'  Aug.  Ep.  118.  ad  Januarium.  Ilia  quae  non  scripta,  sed  tradita  custodi- 
mus,  qua;  quidem  toto  terrarum  orbe  observantur,  datur  intelligi,  vel  ab 
ipsis  apostolis,  vel  plcnariis  conciliis,  quorum  in  ecclesiSsaluberrima  autho- 
ritas,  conimendata  atque  statuta^  retineri.  Sicut  quod  Domini  passio,  et  re- 
surrectio,  et  ascensio  in  coelum,  et  adveutus  de  cffilo  Spiritus  Sancti  anniver- 
saria  solennitate  celebrantur.  *  Chrys.  Horn.  63  et  74.  torn,  vii. 

edit.  Savil.  ^  Ibid.  Horn.  35.  in  Assurapt.  t.  v.  p.  533.  ed.  Paris. 
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homily  upon  Wlilfsuiulay,'  recountinc:  (lie  great  solemnities 
that  liad  just  «ione  before,  he  says,  "  We  have  lately  cele- 
brated our  Saviour's  passion,  his  resurrection,  and  then  his 
avo^ov  Etc  spavovf  his  return  to  heaven,  that  is,  the  feast 
of  his  ascension.  In  like  manner  the  author  of  the  Consti- 
tutions puts  Ascension  day  into  the  number  of  the  great 
Christian  festivals,*  because  on  this  day  our  Saviour's  eco- 
nomy on  earth  was  completed.  Among"  the  Cappadocians 
the  day  nas  called  Episozomene.  For  so  Leo  AUatius  tells* 
us  he  found  it  noted  in  a  manuscript  of  Gregory  Nyssen's 
works.  And  one  of  Chrysostom's  homilies  is  said  to  be 
preached  Kuptaicp  o-oj^o/xfi'jj^,*  or  tTTicrw^o/u I vjjc,  which  the 
curators  of  Sir  H.  Savil's  edition  take  to  be  Dominica  in 
Albis,  or  the  Sunday  after  Easter;  but  Suicerus*  and  Alla- 
tius  understand  it  of  the  Sunday  after  Ascension  day,  which 
from  thence  took  its  denomination.  Why  Ascension  day 
was  so  called  is  not  very  easy  to  conjecture.  Perhaps  it 
might  be,  because  by  our  Saviour's  assumption  into  Heaven 
again,  the  whole  economy  of  his  incarnation  and  the  world's 
redemption  was  now  completed,  as  the  author  of  the  Con- 
stitutions words  it.  And  Chrysostom  much  after  the  same 
manner  says,"  "  On  this  day  God  and  man  were  reconciled 
together ;  on  this  day  that  ancient  enmity  was  destroyed, 
and  that  long  war  ended  ;  on  this  day  an  admirable  and  un- 
expected peace  was  restored  to  us.  After  God  in  his  anger 
had  destroyed  man  and  beast  from  off  the  earth  by  an  uni- 
versal deluge,  we  that  were  unworthy  of  the  earth  were  this 
day  exalted  to  Heaven  ;  we  that  were  not  worthy  to  reign 
below,  were  advanced  to  a  kingdom  above.  We  ascended 
above  the  heavens,  and  took  possession  of  a  royal  throne  ; 
and  that  nature  of  ours,  against  which  the  cherubinis  were 
set  to  guard  paradise,  was  this  day  set  above   the  cheru- 


'  (Jlirys.  lloni.  '.M.  in  Pt-ntecost.  j).  3()0.  '  C'onstit.  lib.  viii. 

cap.  33.  ^  Alliil.  (Ic  Douiiiiicis  c-t  Ilibilomr.il.  (Iriccor.  n.  2'>^. 

*  (.'hrys.  IIoiii.  H).  ad  Pop.  Anliodi.  ''  Suicir.  Tlusaiir. 

Kccles.  Voce,  'EjriffwiCo/it»'»/.  **  tlirys.  lloiii.  35.  in  Ahccnij.  t.  v. 

p.  525  &  530. 
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bims."  He  means,  that  Christ,  as  the  first-fruits  of  our  na- 
ture in  perfection,  was  exalted  unto  heaven  ;  and  all  his 
members  in  some  measure  now  partake  of  that  glory,  and 
hope  in  due  time  to  meet  him  in  the  clouds,  and  to  be  trans- 
lated to  the  same  place,  whither  their  forerunner  is  g-one 
before  them.  This  is  the  best  account  I  can  give  at  present 
of  the  name,  Episozomene,  and  the  application  of  it  to  the 
celebrated  festival  of  our  Saviour's  ascension  or  assumption 
into  heaven.  I  need  not  stand  now  to  enquire  into  the 
manner  of  its  observation  ;  for  being  in  the  midst  of  Pente- 
cost, it  certainly  had  all  the  solemnity  that  belonged  to  that 
festival,  and  never  passed  without  a  proper  discourse,  to 
excite  men  to  elevate  their  souls,  and  ascend  with  Christ  in 
heart  and  mind  to  heaven,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  it  as  their 
proper  mansion  both  for  body  and  soul  hereafter  to  all  eter- 
nity. But  as  for  any  such  ridiculous  pageantry  as  has  been 
used  in  some  places  to  represent  Christ's  ascension  in  the 
Church,  by  drawing  up  an  image  of  Christ  to  the  roof  of  the 
church,  and  then  casting  down  the  image  of  Satan  in  flames, 
to  represent  his  falling-  as  lightning"  from  heaven,  with  abun- 
dance more  of  the  same  kind,  (which  the  curious  reader 
may  find  described  by  Hospinian  out  of  Naogeorgus,*)  the 
Ancient  Church  was  wholly  a  stranger  to  it ;  this  being  the 
invention  of  later  ages,  when  superstitious  ceremonies  had 
debased  religion  into  sport  and  ridicule,  and  made  the  great 
things  of  God's  law  look  more  like  ludicrous  pomp  and 
comedy,  than  venerable  mysteries  of  the  Christian  faith 
But  I  return  to  the  Ancient  Church. 

SEcr.6. — Of  Pentecost  in  the  stricter  Sense,  as  denoting^'the  Festival  of  the 
Descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  the  Apostles. 

The  conclusion  of  this  great  festival  season  was  Pente- 
cost, taken  in  the  stricter  sense  for  that  particular  day  com- 
monly called  Whitsunday,  or  Pentecost,  when  they  com- 
memorated the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  the  Apos- 

'  llosp'm.  (If  l<\'stis  Chribtidii.  p.  72. 
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ties;  whloli  Iiappeniiio-  upon  the  day,  which  the  Jews  called 
Pentecost,  or  the  fiftieth  ihiy  after  the  Passover,  (a  day  of 
i'reat  note  among-  tlic  Jews,  both  for  the  memorial  of  the 
law  delivered  at  Mount  Sinai,  and  also  for  the  gather- 
ing" and  bringing  in  of  their  harvest ;)  it  retained  the  same 
name  of  Pentecost  among  the  Christians  ;  though  they  kept 
it  not  as  a  Jewish  f«mst,  but  only  as  a  commemoration  of  the 
glorious  eiiusion  of  the  spirit  in  the  gift  of  tongues  and 
other  miraculous  powers,  made  at  this  time  upon  the  disci- 
ples. Hence  it  had  also  the  name  of  'Uiiipa  Ylvtvf^iaTo^,  the 
day  of  the  Holy  Ghost, as  we  find  in  Nazianzen'  and  others. 
And  some  learned  men  think,^  it  was  hence  called  Whit- 
sunday, partly  because  of  those  vast  diffusions  of  light  and 
knowledge,  which  upon  this  day  were  shed  upon  the  Apo- 
stles, in  order  to  the  enlightening  of  the  world;  but  princi- 
pally, because  this  being  one  of  the  stated  times  of  baptism 
in  the  Ancient  Church,  they  who  were  baptized  put  on  white 
garments,  in  token  of  that  pure  and  innocent  course  of  life 
they  had  now  engaged  in.  The  original  of  this  feast  is  by 
some  carried  as  high  as  the  Apostles.  Epiphanius  was  of 
opinion,'  that  St.  Paul  meant  it  in  those  words,  when  he  said, 
he  hastened  to  bo  at  Jerusalem  on  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
Acts,  XX.  10.  But  because  interpreters  generally  take  that 
in  another  sense,  we  will  lay  no  stress  upon  it.  However  it 
is  certain  this  feast  was  observed  in  the  time  of  Origen :  for 
lie  speaks  of  it  in  his  books  against  Celsus*:  as  does  also 
Tertullian  before  him,*  and  Irenaeus  before  them  both  in  his 
book  concerning  Easter,  as  the  author  of  the  questions  un- 
der the  name  of  Justin  Martyr  informs  us,  where,  speaking' 
of  the  custom  of  standing  at  prayers  on  the  Lord's  day  and 
Pentecost,  he  says,"  this  custom  obtained  from  the  days  of 
the  Apostles,  as  Irenfrus,  bishop  of  Lyons  and  Martyr,  tes- 
tifies in  his  book  of  Easter,  where  he  also  makes  mention  of 


•  Naz.  Oral.  xlir.  do  Pt-ntecost.  torn.  i.  p.  712.  '  Cave  Prim, 

i'hrist.  Par.  I.  c;\p.  vii.  p.  lihi.  "  r.pi|)li.  Hier.  Ixxv.  y\frinn. 

,1.  ft.  *Orig.  II. Ml.  (Ms.  lib.  viii.  p.  -MJ.  *  Terliil. 

tie  Idol.  cup.  xiv.  ''Jusliii.  Quabt.  it  Uu.spoiis.  ud  Ortliodox.  q.  1 15. 
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Pentecost,  in  which  we  kneel  not,  because  it  is  equivalent 
to  the  Lord's  day,  being  a  symbol  of  the  Lord's  resurrection. 
St.  Austin  says,*  the  law  was  written  by  the  finger  of  God, 
and  given  to  Moses  on  this  day  ;  and  that  was  a  type  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  called  the  finger  of  God  in  the  Gospel,  which 
Christ  promised  to  his  disciples  as  a  comforter,  and  sent  to 
them  on  the  fiftieth  day  after  his  passion  and  resurrection. 
And  all  such  eminent  facts,  as  were  done  upon  certain  days, 
were  annually  celebrated  in  the  Church,  that  the  anniversary 
feast  might  preserve  the  useful  and  necessary  memorial  of 
them.  This  festival  of  Pentecost  in  particular  was  observed 
the  whole  week  after  till  the  octaves,  or  Sunday  following, 
without  fasting  or  kneeling,  and  then  the  Church  returned 
to  her  usual  stationary  fasts  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 
and  in  some  places  a  strict  fast  all  the  week  succeeded  this 
festival,  as  we  learn  from  the  second  Synod  of  Tours  :^  but 
this  was  a  new  institution,  as  was  also  the  Rogation  fast  for 
three  days  in  Ascension  Week ;  of  which  more  hereafter  in 
their  proper  place. 


CHAP.  VH. 

Of  the  Festivals  of  the  Apostles  and  Martyrs. 

Sect.  1.— The  Original  of  the  Festivals  of  Martyrs. 

We  have  hitherto  considered  those  festivals,  which  pecu- 
liarly related  to  our  Lord's  economy  on  earth,  and  were  ob- 

'  Aug.cont.  Faust,  lib.  xxxii.  cap.  12.  Pentecosten,  id  est,  a  passione  et 
resurrectione  quinquagesiiniim  diem  celebramus,  quo  nobis  Sanctum  Spiri- 
tura  Paracletum,  quern  proraiserat,  misit :  quod  futuruin  etiam  per  Judseorum 
Pascha  significalum  est,  cum  quinquagesimo  die  post  celebrationem  otIs 
occisae,  Moses  digito  Dei  scriptam  legem  accepit  in  monte,  &c. 
2  Con.  Turon.  ii.  can.  18.  De  Pascha  usque  Quinquage.simam,  exceptis  ro- 
gationibus,  omiii  die  prandium  pra^paretur.  Post  Quinquagcsimani  totS  heb- 
doraada  exactejejunetur. 
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served  over  the  whole  Church  as  memorials  of  the  great 
acts  of  his  life  and  death  :  hut  besides  these  there  were  an- 
other sort  of  festivals  instituted  by  the  Church  in  honour  of 
the  Apostles  and  martyrs,  by  whose  actions  and  suffering's 
Christianity  was  chiefly  propagated  and  maintained  in  the 
world.  The  first  origfinal  of  these  festivals  is  not  certainly 
known,*  but  learned  men  commonly  carry  it  as  high  as  the 
second  century.  And  there  is  plain  evidence  for  this:  for 
they  are  not  only  frequently  spoken  of  in  Cyprian  and  Ter- 
tullian,  but  lon^  before  in  the  Epistle  of  the  Church  of 
Smyrna  to  the  Church  of  Philomclium,  recorded  by  Euse- 
bius,*  where  speaking-  of  the  martyrdom  of  Polyoarp  their 
bishop,'  who  suffered  about  the  year  1G8,  they  tell  their  bre- 
thren, that  they  intended  by  God's  permission  to  meet  at  his 
tomb,  and  celebrate  his  birth  day,  meaning-  the  day  of  his 
martyrdom,  with  joy  and  g-ladness,  as  well  for  the  memory 
of  the  sufferer,  as  for  example  to  posterity. 

Sect.  2. — Why  called  their  Nalalitia  or  Birth  Day. 

Where  we  may  observe  their  peculiar  phrase  in  styling- 
the  day  of  his  martyrdom  his  birth  day  :  which  \>as  accord- 
ing- to  the  usual  style  of  the  Church  in  this  affair:  for  soTer- 
tullian^  and  others  use  the  words  NatalUia  and  Natales, 
moaning  not  their  natural  birth,  but  their  nativity  to  a  glo- 
rious crown  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  I  have  noted  be- 
fore in  speaking-  of  the  civil  festivals,*  that  the  Natales  or 
Birth  days  of  the  Emperors  often  signifies  not  their  natural, 
but  political  birth  day,  or  the  day  of  their  inauguration  to  the 
imperial  crown  :  and  so  it  was  with  the  Church,  whenever  she 
spake  of  the  nativities  of  her  martyrs,  she  meant  not  the  day 
of  their  natural  birth,  but  the  day  wherein  by  suffering- death 


'  Ho8pin.  <le  Foslis  Christian,  cap.  iv.  p.  14.     Cave  Prim.  Christ.  Par.  i. 
cap.  vii.  p.  I9S.  '*  ICuseb.  lib.  iv.  cap.  lo.  *  Tertull. 

(le  Cor.  Mil.  cap.  iii.  Oblalimu's  ])ro  (ipfuiictis,  pro  iialiililiis,  annua  dio  fa- 
ciiniis.  Con.  I.aod>  cuii.li.  Mafirupui/ ytviOXta.  Anibros.  Horn,  ixx,  Du- 
positionis  dies  Natalis  dicilur,  &c.  *  Chap.  i.  sect.  i. 
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they  were  born  again  to  a  new  life,  and  solemnly  inaug-ura- 
ted  to  a  celestial  kingdom,  and  a  crown  of  endless  glory.  To 
this  purpose,  Peter  Chrysolog-us  bids  his  auditors,  when 
they  hear  of  the  birth  day  of  a  saint,  not  to  imagine  that  it 
means  the  day  of  his  carnal  birth  on  earth,'  but  the  day,  on 
which  he  was  born  from  earth  to  heaven,  from  labour  to 
rest,  from  torments  to  delight  and  pleasure.  In  this  sense 
Tertullian  says,^  St.  Paul  Vv^as  born  ag"ain  by  a  new  nativity 
at  Rome,  because  he  suffered  martyrdom  there.  In  like 
manner,  Prudentius  says,^  a  martyr's  birth  day  is  the  day  of 
his  passion.  And  Chrysostom  g-ives  the  reason  of  this,* 
because  the  death  of  a  martyr  is  not  properly  a  death,  but 
an  endless  life;  for  the  sake  of  which,  all  things  were  to 
be  endured,  and  death  itself  to  be  despised.  Upon  this  ac- 
count the  ancient  author  under  the  name  of  Origen  says,^ 
when  they  celebrated  the  memorials  of  those  holy  men,  they 
kept  not  their  first  nativity,  as  being-  the  inlet  to  sorrow  and 
temptation;  but  the  day  of  their  death,  as  the  period  of  their 
miseries,  and  that  which  sets  them  beyond  the  reach  of 
temptations.  We  celebrate  the  day  of  their  death,  because 
they  die  not  even  when  they  seem  to  die. 

Sect.  3. — These  Festivals  usually  kept  at  the  Graves  of  the  Martyrs. 

Now  these  solemnities  were  usually  celebrated  at  the 
graves  or  monuments  of  the  martyrs,  which,  according  to 
the  custom  of  burying  in  those  times,  were  commonly  with- 
out the  cities  in  large  Cryptce  under  ground ;  where  in  times 
of  persecution  the  Christians  were  often  used  to  meet  for 
safety,  when  they  could  not  enjoy  their  Churches.  And  in 
after  ages,  churches  were  built  over  these    graves,  which 


'  Chrysol.  Serm.  129.  Natalem  sanctorum  cum  auditis,  charissimi,  nolite 
putare  ilium  dici,  quo  nascuntur  in  terrfl,  de  canie,  sed  de  terrS  in  coelum,  de 
laborein  requiem,  de  cruciatibus  ad  delicias,  &c.  ^  Tertul.  Scor- 

piac.  cont.  Gnosticos.  cap.  xv.  *  Prudent.  Hymn.  xi.  de 

Hippolyto.  Natalemque  diem  passio  festa  rcfert.  *  Chrys.  Horn,  xliii. 

de  Romano  Martyre.  tom.  i.  p.  577.  "  Oiig.  in  Job.  lib.  iii.  torn, 

i.  p.  437.     Vid.  Euseb.  Emissen.  Serm.  de  S.  Genesio. 
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were  therefore  called  Martyria,  Arete,  Ccpmeteria,  Menscp, 
et  Memorice  ^fartyrum,  as  I  have  shewn  at  large  in  a 
former  Book.*  To  these  places  they  resorted,  whenever  they 
celebrated  the  memorial  of  any  particular  martyr.  Which  is 
the  reason,  why  in  the  ancient  paneg-yrics  of  the  Fathers  upon 
particular  martyrs,  we  sometimes  hear  them  speaking"  of 
leaving"  the  city  churches  upon  the  anniversaries  of  the  mar- 
tyrs, and  going  out  into  the  country  to  the  monuments  or 
memorials  of  the  martyrs,  to  hold  assemblies  there,  where 
the  martyrs  lay  buried.  Thus  Chrysostom,  in  one  of  his 
Homilies  upon  the  martyrs,  says,*  as  before,  when  the  festi- 
val of  the  Macabees  was  celebrated,  all  the  country  came 
thronging  into  the  city;  so  now,  when  the  feast  of  the  martyrs, 
who  lie  buried  in  the  country,  is  celebrated,  it  was  fit  the 
whole  city  should  be  transferred  thither.  And  in  another 
Homily  upon  St.  Drcsis,'  he  says,  though  they  had  spiritual 
entertainment  in  the  city,  yet  their  going  out  to  the  saints 
afforded  them  both  great  profit  and  pleasure. 

Sect.  4. — And  mostly  confined  to  those  particular  Churches  where  the  Mar- 
tyrs suffi-red  and  lay  buried. 

Whence  we  may  observe,  that  those  festivals  at  first  were 
not  general  festivals,  like  those  of  our  Lord,  observed  over 
the  whole  Church,  but  chiefly  celebrated  in  those  particular 
churches,  were  the  martyrs  suflered  and  lay  buried.  As  the 
festival  of  Polyoarp  was  chiefly  celebrated  at  Smyrna,  and 
that  of  Cyprian  at  Carthage,  at  the  places  where  they  were 
bishops,  and  suffered  martyrdom :  this  being  most  for  the 
edification  of  the  people,  to  have  the  examples  of  their  own 
inurfyrs,  who  lived  and  diyd  among  them,  proposed  to  their 
imitation.  And  this  is  confirmed  by  a  peculiar  remark  made 
by  Sozomen  upon  the  two  churches  of  Gaza  and  Constan- 
tia,  in  Palestine,*  that  though  they  were  not  above  twenty  fur- 


'  Book  VI 11.  chap.  i.  sect.  D.  '  Chrys.  Horn.  Ixv.  df  Marty- 

ribus.  torn.  v.  p.  072.  "^  Honi.  l.xvii.  in  Drosid.  torn.  v.  p.  9^9. 

*  So/om.  lib.  V.  ca]'.  S. 
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long's  distant  from  one  another,  yet  they  had  each  of  them 
their  own  bishop  and  clergy,  and  distinct  festivals  of  their 
own  particular  martyrs, — "  iSm  iravr^yvpHQ  juapTupwv."  To 
this  purpose  it  was  customary  for  every  church  to  have  her 
own  Fasti,  or  Kalendar  of  martyrs ;  and  public  notaries  to 
take  the  account  of  what  was  said  and  done  to  or  by  the 
martyrs  at  their  passions ;  out  of  which,  general  martyrolo- 
gies  were  made  by  men  in  after  ages,  collecting  all  these 
particular  accounts  into  one  body,  which  Valesius'  and  Pagi^ 
own  to  be  the  first  original  of  the  Roman  and  all  other  mar- 
tyrologies,  which  are  not  so  ancient  as  the  kalendars.  For 
such  kalendars  and  public  acts  were  originally  kept  in  every 
church  to  preserve  the  memorial  of  their  martyrs.  As  is 
evident  from  Tertullian,^  who  speaks  of  the  Church  having 
her  Ce7isus- and  Fasti,  that  is,  as  Rigaltius  and  others  well 
explain  it,  her  rolls  or  accounts  both  of  her  expences  on 
the  poor,  and  the  acts  or  passions  of  her  martyrs.  To  which 
Cyprian  also  plainly  refers,*  when,  being- in  exile,  he  sent  to 
his  clergy  to  be  careful  in  setting  down  the  days,  on  which 
the  martyrs  suffered,  that  there  mightbe  an  anniversary  com- 
memoration made  of  them. 


Sect.  3. — Usual  to  read  the  Acts  or  Passions  of  the  Martyrs  on  their  proper 

Festivals. 

These  acts  or  passions  of  the  martyrs,  when  they  were 
carefully  taken  and  preserved  genuine  without  corruption, 
were  commonly  read  in  the  Church  upon  the  anniversary 
commemoration  and  proper  festival  of  the  martyr.  The  third 
Council  of  Carthage,  which  forbids  all  other  books  to  be 
read  in  the  Church  besides  the  Canonical  Scripture,  excepts 
the  passions  of  the  martyrs,*  as  books  that  might  be  read 

■  Vales,  de  Martyrologio  Romano,  ad  calcetn  Eusebii. 
*  Pagi.  Critic,  in  Baron,  an.lxiv.  n.  6.  ^  Tertul.deCoron.  Mil. 

chap.  xiii.  Habes  tuos  census,  tuos  fastos.  &c.  *  Cypr.  Ep.  xxxvii. 

al.  xii.  ad  Cler.  p.  27.     Denique  etdies  eorum  quibus  excedunt,  annotate,  ut 
celebreuturhie  a  nobis  oblaliones  etsacrificiaob  commemorationes  eorum. 

*  Con   Carth.  iii.  can.  47.    Liceat  legi  passiones  martyrum,  cum 
anniversarii  eorum  dies  celebrantur. 
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on  their  anniversary  days  of  commemoration.     St.  Austin, 
and  Pope  Leo,  and  Gelasius,  often   mention  the  reading-  of 
sucli  histories  in  the  African  and  Roman  Churches.     Caesa- 
rius  Arelatensis,  and  Alcimus  Avitus,  and  Ferreolus  speak 
of  the  same  in  the  French  Churches.     And  some  think,   not 
improbably,  that  such  sort  of  histories  and  passions  of  the 
martyrs,  had  particularly  the  name  of  Legenda,   Legends, 
upon   this   account,   because  they   were   used    to   be    read 
in  the  Church  on  the  festivals  of  martyrs:  but  the  fabulous 
writers  of  lives,  such  as  the  author  of  the  Golden  Legend, 
and  other  monkish  impostors,   have  since  written  the  lives  of 
saints  and  martyrs  in  such  a  scandalous  manner,  as  to  alter 
the  signification  of  the  good  old  word,  and  make  a  legend 
pass  for  a  romantic  fiction,   and  mere  imposture.     Of  which 
learned  men  even  in  the  Romish  Church,  such  as  Ludovicus 
Vives,  and  Melchior  Canus,  and  Papebrochius,*  and  Pagi,* 
have  made  frequent  and  just  complaints;  confessing,  that 
even  their  breviaries  and  passionals,  are  often  filled  with  such 
monstrous  fables,  as  would  make  a  wise  man  blush  to  hear 
or  read  them  in  the  public  offices  of  the  Church  ;  and  which 
they  desire  heartily  to  see  perfectly  reformed.     Particularly 
Pagi  exposes  the  fiction  of  Ursula,^  and  her  eleven  thousand 
companions,  all  virgins,  said  to  be  martyred  at  Colen  at  one 
time  under  Cyricius,  a  pope  that  never  was  in  being  ;  and  he 
tells  us  the  Roman  Martyrology  and  Breviary  have  dropped 
the  number  as  an  incredible  fiction  ;  as  also  did  the  Colen 
editors,  and  the  school  of  the  Sorbon,  retaining"  the  name  of 
Ursula,  but  being  ashamed  of  her  eleven  thousand  compa- 
nions,  notwithstanding    that    Hermanns   Crombak  wrote  a 
large  volume,  called  Ursula  Kn^/ica/fl,  to  defend  this  mon- 
strous fable.  It  were  easy  to  give  many  other  such  instances, 
but  this   one  is  sufficient  to  shew  the  difference  V)etween 
the  tnodern  passionals,  and  the  simplicity  of  those  of  the  an- 
cient Church,  the  reading  of  which  was  one  part  of  their  so- 
lemn exercise  upon  these  festivals. 

'  Papcbroch.  Coiuit.  Histor.  Clironol.  p.  tS.  '  Papi  Critic,  in 

Baron,  an.  a02.  n.  18  and  19.  *  PngiCrit.  an.  383.  n.  3. 
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Sect.  6. — And  to  make  panegyrical  Orations  upon  thera. 

To  these  they  commonly  added  a  paneg-yrical  oration  or 
sermon  of  their  own  composing-,  in  commendation  of  the 
virtues  of  the  martyr,  to  excite  their  audience,  which  was 
usually  very  g-reat  upon  such  occasions,  to  the  imitation  of 
them.  We  have  a  great  many  instances  of  such  orations  in 
Chrysostom,  Basil,  Nazianzen,  Nyssen,  Austin,  Ambrose, 
Leo,  Chrysologus,  and  others.  Where  the  whole  design 
of  the  orator  is  so  to  extol  the  excellencies  of  the  saint, as  to 
inflame  his  auditory  with  the  love  of  his  admirable  virtues. 
This  was  the  great  end  and  design  of  keeping'  these  festi^ 
vals,  and  of  their  meeting  together  upon  such  occasions, 
partly  to  pay  a  due  respect  and  honour  to  the  memory  of 
the  dead,  and  partly  to  engage  themselves  to  imitate  such 
great  and  brave  examples.  It  is  thus  the  Church  of  Smyrna 
in  their  epistle  to  the  Church  of  Philomelium  tell  their 
brethren,^  they  intended  annually  to  meet  at  Polycarp's 
tomb,  and  celebrate  his  birth  day  with  joy  and  gladness,  as 
well  for  the  memory  of  the  sufferer,  as  for  example  to  pos- 
terity: but  as  for  any  other  honour  of  religious  worship 
(which  their  enemies  the  Jews  suggested  they  would  be 
inclined  to  give  him)  they  declared  they  had  no  such  inten- 
tion :  for  they  could  never  be  induced  either  to  forsake 
Christ,  who  suffered  for  the  salvation  of  the  whole  world, 
or  to  worship  any  other.  Him,  as  being  the  Son  of  God,  we 
worship  and  adore:  but  the  martyrs,  as  the  disciples  and 
followers  of  the  Lord,  we  love  with  a  deserved  affection, 
for  their  exceeding  great  love  toward  their  own  king  and 
master  ;  desiring  to  be  made  partners  and  fellow-disciples 
with  them.  In  like  manner  St.  Austin  says,  our  religion 
consists  not  in  the  worship  of  dead  men:  because  if  they 
lived  piously,  they  are  not  esteemed  such  as  would  desire 
that  kind  of  honour  ;  but  would  have  him  to  be  worshipped 
by  us,  through  whose  illumination   they  rejoice  to  have  us 

'  Ap  Euseb.  lib,  iv.  cap.  1.5. 
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partnorR  with  tlicin  in  their  merit.  Tlicy  are  therefore  to  be 
honoured  for  their  irnitable  and  worthy  examples,*  not  to  be 
worshipped  for  rehg-ion.  So  again  in  answer  to  the  ca- 
lumny of  the  Manichees,^  who  made  no  conscience  of  falsely 
accusing- the  Catholics  of  givinii  them  divine  honour  andadt- 
ration,  he  says,  we  celebrate  the  memories  of  the  martyrs  with 
religious  solemnity,  to  excite  ourselves  to  their  imitation, 
and  to  become  partners  in  their  merits,  and  to  have  the  be- 
nefit of  their  prayers:  yet  so,  as  that  we  never  offer  any 
sacrifice  to  a  martyr,  but  only  to  the  God  of  the  martyrs. 
For  what  priest,  standing*  at  the  altar  in  the  places  where 
the  holy  bodies  lie,  ever  said,  we  offer  unto  thee,  Peter,  or 
Paul,  or  Cyprian?  But  whatever  is  offered,  is  offered  unto 
God  that  crowned  the  martyrs,  at  the  memorials  or  graves 
of  those,  whom  he  crowned,  that  the  very  places  may  admo- 
nish us  of  our  duty,  and  raise  our  affection,  and  quicken  our 
love  both  toward  them,  whom  we  may  imitate,  and  toward 
Him,  who  enables  us  to  imitate  them.  Imitation,  we  see, 
was  the  great  thing  designed  by  these  festivals  and  all  the 
eloquent  discourses  that  were  made  upon  the  martyrs:  they 
were  not  so  much  intended  to  be  panegyrics  and  praises  of  the 
martyrs,  who  were  above  them  and  needed  them  not,  as  to 
be  flaming  and  warm  engagements  upon  the  audience,  to 
induce  them  to  imitate  the  glorious  actions  and  virtues  of 
the  martyrs.  Thus  Chrysostom  expressly  tells  his  auditory, 
beginning  one  of  these  panegyrics  w  ith  these  words :' 
blessed  Barlaam  hath  called  us  together  to  this  holy  festival 
with  great  soletnnity ;  not  to  praise  him,  but  to  imitate  him  ; 
not  to  be  hearers  of  his  encomium,  but  to  be  followers  of 
his  worthy  actions.  For  then  the  martyrs  are  chiefly  sensi- 
ble of  honour  done  to  themselves,  when  they  see  their  fel- 
low servants  made  partakers  of  their  ow  n  goodness.  There- 
fore if  any  one  would  praise  the  martyrs,  let  him  imitate  the 


'  Aui?.  (Ic  Vera  Rdii;.  cap.  55.  Honorandi  i>iiiU  erj^o  proptor  imitalioiu'in, 
non  adcirandi  propter  rdiKioueiii.  "  Aug.  lout.  Faubt.  lib.  xxi.cap.  20. 

»  Chrys.  Horn.  73.  di-  IJarhiam  Martyr,  t.  i.  p.  H80. 
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martyrs:  if  any  one  would  give  the  champions  of  roliojon 
their  just  encomium,  let  him  emulate  their  labours.  J'his 
will  bring  no  less  pleasure  to  the  martyrs  than  their  own 
virtues.  And  he  closes  the  same  discourse  with  this  exhor- 
tation :  thou  art  a  soldier  of  Christ,  beloved,  put  on  thy 
armour,  and  mind  not  thy  dress :  thou  art  a  g-enerous  com- 
batant, quit  thyself  like  a  man,  and  regard  not  external 
comeliness.  So  shall  we  imitate  these  holy  men  :  so  shall 
we  honour  these  valiant  warriors,  these  crowned  champions, 
these  friends  of  God,  It  were  easy  to  cite  hundreds  of 
passages  out  of  Chrysostom  and  other  ancient  writers  to 
the  same  purpose.  For  this  was  the  great  drift  of  all  their 
panegyrics  aud  discourses  upon  these  festivals,  to  assure 
men,  that  to  copy  after  the  example  of  the  martyrs  was  the 
greatest  honour  they  could  shew  to  these  renowned  cham- 
pions of  the  Christian  faith.  And  it  always  had  its  proper 
effects  upon  men's  minds.  For  as  in  times  of  persecution, 
Tertullian  told  the  heathen,*  that  the  blood  of  the  martyrs 
was  the  seed  of  the  Church ;  and  the  more  they  were  cut 
down,  the  more  they  grew  ;  the  exquisite  cruelty  that  was 
used  to  destroy  them,  did  only  allure  greater  numbers  to 
come  over  to  their  party :  so  Chrysostom  afterwards  assures 
us,^  that  the  very  memory  of  the  martyrs  wrought  wonderful 
effects  upon  the  minds  of  men  :  it  confirmed  them  against 
the  assaults  of  wicked  spirits,  it  delivered  them  from  impure 
and  absurd  thoughts,  and  set  their  minds  in  great  tranquil- 
lity. The  death  of  the  martyrs  was  still  an  exhortation  to 
Christians,^  the  support  of  the  Church,  the  confirmation  of 
Christianity,  the  destruction  of  death,  the  demonstration  of 
the  resurrection,  the  reproach  of  devils,  the  condemnation 
of  Satan,  the  doctrine  of  philosophy,  an  exhortation  to  des- 
pise the  things  of  this  world,  and  the  way  to  lead  men  to 
the  desire  of  a  better,  a  comfort  to  men  in  affliction,  a  mo- 

'  Tertul.  Apol.  cap.  60.  Nee  quicquara  tameii  proficit  exquisitiorquaeque 
crudelitas  vestra :  illecebra  est  niagis  sectoe:  plures  efficiinur,  quoties  meti- 
mur5.vobis;  semen  est  sanguis  Christiaiiorura. 

It.  ad  Scapul.  cap.  v.  Hanc  sectam  tunc  uiagis  aedificari  scias,  cum  caj  i 
fvidetur.  *  Chrys.  Horn.  xx.  t.  v.p.  290.  '  Id.  Horn.  67.  dc  S, 

©reside,  t.v.  p.  99L 

VOL.   VU.  1 


114  THE   ANTIQUITIES  OF   THE  [BOOK  XX 

tive  to  patience,  an  engag"cment  to  fortitude,  and  in  a  word 
the  root  and  fountain  and  mother  of  all  that  is  cood.  When 
you  see  the  martyrs  despise  life,*  though  you  be  the  most 
stupid  and  neg-ligent  of  all  creatures,  you  cannot  but  en- 
tertain sublime  and  exalted  thoughts,  contemning-  pleasures, 
despising"  riches,  and  desiring-  to  have  your  conversation  in 
heaven.  If  you  lang-uish  under  a  disease,  the  passions  of 
the  martyrs  will  afford  you  one  of  the  strongest  arguments 
to  engage  you  to  patience;  if  you  are  oppressed  with  pover- 
ty, or  any  other  evils,  cast  but  your  eye  to  the  bitterness  of 
the  torments,  which  they  endured,  and  you  have  a  present 
consolation  and  remedy  for  all  the  troubles  that  can  befall 
you.  For  this  reason  I  love  above  all  thing's  the  commemo- 
rations of  the  martyrs;  1  love  and  embrace  them  all,  but 
especially  those,  wherein  we  commemorate  the  martyrdom 
of  women  (such  as  Drosis,  about  whom  he  was  now  speak- 
ing-:) because  fjy  how  much  they  are  the  weaker  vessel,  by 
so  much  greater  is  their  g-race,  their  trophy  more  illustrious, 
their  victory  more  glorious,  not  only  for  the  weakness  of 
their  sex,  but  because  the  enemy  of  human  nature  is  over- 
come by  that,  by  which  it  was  first  vanquished.  For  by  a 
virgin  the  devil  first  slew  Adam,  and  by  a  virg-in  afterwards 
Christ  overcame  the  devil ;  and  that  very  sword,  which  was 
sharpened  against  us,cutofl'thehead  of  the  drag'on.  Heoften 
repeats  this  famed  aphorism,  that  the  honour  of  the  martyrs^ 
is  to  imitate  their  fortitude  and  virtue  ;  and  as  frequently  in- 
culcates Tertullian's  observation,^  that  the  blood  of  the  mar- 
tyrs waters  the  beautiful  plants  of  the  Church.  For  as 
plants,  grow  the  more  for  being-  watered,  so  the  faith  flou- 
rishes the  more  for  being-  opposed,*  and  the  more  it  is  per- 
secuted, the  more  it  grows:  nor  does  water  make  a  garden 
more  fertile,  than  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  does  the  Church. 
For  this  reason  the  Ancients  strained  all  their  eloquence  to  set 
ofl"  the  constancy  and  gallantry  of  the  martyrs  on  their  proper 
festivals,  that  hereby  they  might  induce  their  hearers  to  copy 
after  such  great  and  brave  e.vamples. 

"  Chrys.  Horn.  67.  dc  S.  Droside.  t.  v.  p.  994.  »  Chrys.  Horn.  47.  in 

Julian.  Martyr,  t.  i.  p.  Oil.  "  Horn.  7t.  dc  Marlyrib.  t.  i.  p. 698. 

*  Horn.  k).  in  Jiivenlin.  ct  Maximum,  t.  i.  p.  fA7. 
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Sect.  7. — The  Communion  always  administered  upon  these  Days. 

And  because,  as  Chrysostom  observes,*  tlie  blood  of 
Christ,  which  he  first  shed  for  the  martyrs  themselves,  was 
the  great  thing  that  animated  so  many  thousands  to  lay 
down  their  lives  with  joy  and  alacrity  for  his  sake,  that  they 
might  communicate  in  his  sufferings,  and  be  made  conform- 
able to  his  death :  therefore  these  festivals  of  the  martyrs 
never  passed  without  a  general  communion  of  the  whole 
Church  partaking  of  the  blessed  symbols  of  Christ's  body 
and  blood,  the  oblation  of  which  was  always  celebrated 
upon  these  occasions.  This  we  learn  from  the  same  St.  Chry- 
sostom, who,  dissuading  his  peoi)le  from  intemperance  upon 
one  of  these  solemnities,  bids  them  consider,^  how  absurd 
it  was  after  such  a  meeting,  after  a  whole  night's  vigil,  after 
hearing-  the  holy  scriptures,  after  participating  of  the  divine 
mysteries,  after  such  a  spiritual  repast,  for  a  man  or  woman 
to  be  found  spending  whole  days  in  a  tavern.  The  founda- 
tion of  his  argument  is  laid  upon  this  supposition,  that  they 
had  received  the  eucharist  in  the  church  before,  in  cele- 
brating the  memorial  of  the  martyrs.  And  so  Sidonius 
Apollinaris  represents  the  matter,  when  speaking  of  the 
festival  of  St.  Justus,  one  of  their  proper  martyrs  at  Lyons, 
he  says,^  that  after  they  had  kept  his  vigil  the  night  preced- 
ing, they  assembled  again  by  day  at  nine  in  the  morning, 
when  the  priests  did  rem  clivinam  facere,  offer  the  oblation 
or  consecrate  the  eucharist,  as  Savaro  rightly  expounds  it. 

Sect.  8. — And  herein  a  particular  Commemoration  of  the  Martyrs  was  made, 
called,  the  Oblation  or  Sacrifice  of  Praise  and  Thanksgiving  to  God  for 
them,  and  Prayer  for  a  general  Consummation  and  happy  Resurrection. 

And  at  this  time  particularly  they  made  a  more  solemn 
commemoration  of  the  martyrs  in  the  oblation  of  the  Eucha- 
rist ;  which  being-  a  sacrifice  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  to 
God  for  the  example  of  their  noble  courage  and  sufferings 


'  Chrys.  Hom.  74.  de  Martyr,  t.  i.  p.  899.  «  Chrys.  Horn.  59. 

de  Martyr,  t.  v.  p.  779.  *  Sidon.  lib.  v.  Ep.  17. 

Z  I 
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on  tlic  behalf  of  rciig-ion,  it  was  therefore  commonly  styled 
the  oblation  or  sacrifice  made  for  the  nativities  of  the  mar- 
tyrs. Thus  we  find  it  in  Tertullian,'  we  make  oblations  for 
the  dead,  for  their  birth  Jays,  o  inew  birth  unto  heaven  and 
happiness,  on  their  anniversarr  commemorations.  In  like 
manner,  Cyprian  bids  his  clerg"y>^  register  the  days,  on  wliich 
any  of  the  confessors  suffered  death,  that  commemoration 
mig-ht  be  made  of  them  among  the  memorials  of  the 
martyrs,  and  that  oblations  and  sacrifices  might  be 
made  for  them  on  the  solemn  days  of  their  commemora- 
tion. So  again  in  another  epistle,^  ye  remember  how 
we  are  used  to  offer  sacrifices  for  them,  as  often  as  we 
celebrate  the  passions  and  days  of  the  martyrs  by  an  anniver- 
sary commemoration.  There  is  some  little  dispute  indeed 
among  some  of  the  Ancients,  what  was  to  be  understood 
by  these  sacrifices  or  oblations  for  the  martyrs.  St  Austin 
was  of  opinion,  that  they  could  only  mean  the  sacrifice  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving  to  God  for  their  glorious  deaths  and 
brave  examples.  And  this  no  doubt  was  one  part  of  the 
sacrifice  they  speak  of:  but  when  he  says,*  that  he,  who 
prays  for  a  martyr,  does  an  injury  to  the  martyr,  because 
martyrs  have  attained  to  a  sort  of  perfection  in  this  life,  and 
have  no  need  of  the  prayers  of  the  Church  :  this  is  not  so 
consistent  with  the  general  practice  of  the  Church,  which 
was  used  to  pray  for  patriarchs,  prophets,  apostles,  and 
martyrs,  as  considering  them  in  a  state  of  imperfection  still, 
so  long  as  their  bodies  continued  in  the  grave  :  which  the 
apostle  himself  allows,  when  he  says,  "  God  having  provided 
some  better  thing  for  us,  that  they  without  us  should  not  be 
made  perfect :"  therefore  the  Cliurch  may  be  supposed,  by 
her    sacrifices    and   oblations   for    martyrs    to    understand 


'  TiTlul.  (le  t'oroii.  Mil.  cap.  iii.    Oblalioiios  pro  de  functis,  pro  natiilitiis, 
annud  die  facimus.  •  Cypr.  Ep.  xxxvii.  ul.  xii.  p.  27.     DiMiique 

el  <lio8  corurn  (juibus  exceduiit  annotate,  ut  comniemorationes   corum    intor 

meniorias  inartjniMi  cplcbrarc  possimiis. Et  cclcbrentur  hie  a  nobis  ob- 

lationfs  et  sacrificia  ob  cominuinorationes  eoruni.  •"*  Ep.  xxxiv. 

rI.  xxxix.  p.  77.     Hacrificia   i)ro    eis  senii)er,  nt  meniinistis,  olTerinms,  quo-, 
ti«s  niartyrum  passioneB  et  dies  anniversarift  conimernoratione  celebranius. 
*  Aug.  Ser.  xvii.  de  Verbis  Apostoli.  toin.  x.    .  132. 
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prayers,  as  well  as  praises  and  thanksg-ivings,  that  they  and 
all  the  faithful  might  obtain  a  perfect  consummation  in  bliss 
by  the  means  of  an  happy  resurrection.  And  that  the 
Church  did  sometimes  thus  offer  the  sacrifice  of  prayer  even 
for  martyrs  themselves,  I  have  fully  evinced  in  a  former*^ 
book,  and  therefore  need  say  no  more  of  it  in  this  place. 

Sect.  9. — The  Night  preceding  any  of  these  Festivals  commonly  observed 
as  a  Vigil,  with  Psalmody  and  Prayers. 

But  we  must  observe,  that  for  the  solemnizing"  of  these 
festivals  of  the  martyrs,  they  commonly  kept  a  vigil  the 
night  preceding,  which  they  spent,  as  they  did  those  be- 
fore the  Lord's  day  and  other  great  feftivals,  in  psalmody, 
hymns,  and  prayers  till  the  morning  light.  This  is  plain 
from  Chrysostom's  exhortation  to  the  people  upon  one  of 
these  festivals:^  ye  have  turned  the  night  into  day,  ?m  twv 
Travvvxi^wv  twv  lepdiv,  by  keeping  your  holy  station  all  the 
night :  do  not  now  turn  the  day  into  night  again  by  drunken- 
ness and  intemperance,  and  wanton  and  lascivious  songs. 
In  like  manner  Sidonius  Apollinaris,^  describing  the  manner 
of  their  solemnizing  the  festival  of  St.  Justus,  bishop  of 
Lyons,  takes  notice  not  only  of  the  observation  of  the  day, 
but  of  the  preceding  vigil.  "  We  met,"  says  he,  "  at  the  grave 
of  St.  Justus;  it  was  a  morning  procession  before  day  ;  it  was 
an  anniversary  solemnity  ;  the  confluence  of  people  of  both 
sexes  was  so  great,  that  the  church,  though  very  capacious 
and  surrounded  with  cloisters,  would  not  contain  them. 
When  the  service  of  the  vigil  was  ended,  which  the  monks 
and  clerical  singers  performed  with  alternate  melody,  we 
separated  for  some  time,  but  went  not  far  away,  as  being  to 
meet  again  at  three  o'clock,  that  is,  nine  in  the  morning, 
when  the  priests  were  to  perform  divine  service,  that  is,  the 
service  of  the  communion,  as  on  a  festival."  Thus  the  festi- 
vals of  the  martyrs  were  always  introduced  with  a  vigil,  ac- 
cording to  the  manner  of  the  Lord's  day. 


'  Book  XV.  chap.  Hi.  sect.  16.  ^  Chrys.  Horn.  lix.  de  martyr, 

torn.  V.  p.  779.  ^  iSidon.  lib.  v.  Ep.  17. 
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Sfct.  10. — Coinmon  EntcrlaininciUs  made  by  the  Rich  for  tlic  Use  of  tlie 
Poor  upon  these  Festivals  at  the  Graves  of  the  Martyrs,  till  Abuses  caused 
them  to  be  laid  aside. 

It  was  usual  also  upon  tliese  days,  for  the  rich  to  make 
feasts  of  cliarity,  or  common  entertainments  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  at  the  graves  of  the  martyrs.  Some  learned  men^ 
think  this  may  be  one  meaning  of  those  sacrifices  and  obla- 
tions, which  are  said  to  be  made  at  the  monuments  of  the 
martyrs;  and  others  there  are,^  who  think  this  was  the  only 
meaning-  of  them  ;  because  the  word  natalitia,  in  propriety, 
signifies  the  donations  or  largesses,  which  men  were  used  to 
jnake  upon  their  birth  days,  rather  than  the  birth  days  them- 
selves. But  not  to  dispute  this  matter  by  way  of  criticism 
with  any,  it  is  certain  they  had  their  avforoma,  ox  feasts  of 
cliarity,  and  common  bancpiets  on  these  days  at  theg-raves 
of  the  martyrs.  The  ancient  writer  under  the  name  of 
Origen  says,^  on  these  solemnities  they  met  together,  both 
clcigy  and  people,  inviting  the  poor  and  needy,  and  refresh- 
mg  the  widows  and  the  orphans;  that  so  their  festival  might 
not  only  be  a  memorial  of  the  happy  state  of  the  deceased, 
but  in  respect  of  themselves  also  an  odour  of  a  sweet  smell 
in  the  sight  of  God.  In  like  manner,  Constantine  says,* 
sober  feasts  were  made  by  many  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  such  as  stood  in  need  of  their  assistance.  So  Cbrysos- 
tom,*  dissuading  his  people  from  running  to  the  diabolical 
entertainments  that  were  used  to  be  made  at  Daphne  one  of 
the  suburbs  of  Antioch,  tells  them,  if  they  desired  a  copo- 
real,  as  well  as  a  spiritual  table  upon  any  of  these  festivals, 
they  might  as  soon  as  the  assembly  was  done,  recreate  and 
feast  their  bodies  tinder  a  vine  or  fig-lree  near  the  monument 
of  the  martyr,  and  thereby  secure  their  conscience  from  eon- 
demnalion.  For  the  very  sight  of  the  martyr,  being  near 
them,  and  as  it  were  standing  by   their  table,   would   not 


•  Cave  Prim.  Christ,  par.  i.  chap.  vii.  p.  2M.  *  Ilnspin.  dc 

Festis.  cap.  iii.  p.  H>.     .liiMiiis.  Not,  in  Tertul.  ilo  coron.  Mil.  cap.  iii. 
^  Oriij.  in  Job.  lib.  iii.  p.  4;i7.  *  Const.  Oral,  nd  Sanctos.cap.  xii. 

*  Cliiys.  lIoiJi.  xlvii.  in  Snncl.  Jiilinn.  loui.  i.  p.  (>KJ. 
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suffer  their  pleasure  to  run  out  into  excess  and  degenerate 
into  sin  ;  but  as  a  good  father  or  a  master,  being  looked 
upon  with  the  eye  of  faith,  would  restrain  all  ridiculous  mirth, 
and  cut  off"  all  indecent  pleasures,  and  take  away  all  lascivi- 
ous motions  of  the  flesh,  which  could  not  be  avoided,  if  they 
went  to  the  vain  pomps  of  Daphne,  where  the  devil  reigned 
in  the  midst  of  them.  It  appears  from  this,  that  these 
feasts  were  then  managed  with  great  sobriety  and  gravity, 
and  chiefly  used  as  they  were  originally  designed,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  poor.  And  as  such,  they  are  recom- 
mended by  Nazianzen,*  Theodoret,^  Paulinus,^  and  others, 
being:  indeed  nothino;'  more  than  those  common  feasts  of 
charity,  called  agapae,  and  derived  from  apostolical  practice, 
only  now  applied  to  tlie  festivals  of  the  martyrs.  But  as  the 
best  things  by  the  corruptions  of  men  often  degenerate  into 
abuses,  so  it  fared  with  this  laudable  practice.  Some  made 
use  of  it  only  as  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  covetous- 
ness  and  desires  of  filthy  lucre  ;  others  hence  took  occasion 
to  indulge  themselves  in  revellings  and  dancings  ;  and  some 
were  so  vain  as  to  think,  that  even  rioting  and  drunkenness 
at  such  times  was  for  the  honour  of  the  martyr.  The  last  of 
these  abuses  was  so  notorious,  that  the  Manichees  hence 
took  occasion  to  rail  at  the  church,  and  calumniate  her  as 
encouraging  such  abominable  practices  in  her  people:  which 
though  it  was  a  malicious  slander  in  respect  of  the  church, 
who  did  all  she  could  to  discourage  such  excesses  ;  yet  in 
respect  of  the  people,  the  fact  was  too  true,  and  the  charge 
too  well-grounded  to  be  denied  of  them  all  in  general. 
Therefore  St.  Austin  in  answer  to  the  objection,  is  forced  to 
own  the  charge  in  part  as  true  :  I  know,  says  he,*  there  are 
many,  who  superstitiously  worship  graves  and  pictures:  I 
know  many  that  drink  luxuriously  and  excessively  over  the 


•  Naz.  10.  Carm.  de  Diversis  vitae  Generibus.  tom.  i.  p.  80.  ^  Theod. 

Therapeutic.  Serra.  viii.  *  Paulin.  natal.  Felicis. 

*  Aug.  de  Moribus  Eccles.  Cathol.  can.  xxxiv.  tom.  i.  p.  331.  Novi  multos 
esse  sepulchrorum,  et  picturarum  adoratores :  novi  multos  esse  qui  luxuri- 
osissime  super  mortuos  bibant,  ot  epulas  cadaveribus  exhibcntes,  super 
sepultos  seipsos  sepeliant,  et  voracilates  ebrietatesque  suas  dcputent  re- 
ligioui. 
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dcail,  and  when  (liov  make  a  feast  for  the  deceased,  bury 
thcmselvos  over  those  that  lie  buried  in  the  graves,  and  after 
nil  place  their  g-luttony  and  drunkenness  to  the  account  of 
relig-ion.  But  I  advise  you  to  leave  ofi"  railing"  at  the  Catho- 
lic Church  for  this:  for  in  speaking-  ag-ainst  the  morals  of 
such  men,  you  only  coixlemn  those,  whom  the  Church  her- 
self condemns,  and  daily  labours  to  correct  them  as  wicked 
children.  They,  who  make  themselves  drunk  in  the  memo- 
rials of  the  martyrs,'  says  he  ag-ain  in  another  place  in 
answer  to  the  same  objection,  are  so  far  from  having-  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Church,  that  she  condemns  them  for  being- 
g-uiltv  of  that  vice  in  their  own  private  houses:  it  is  one 
thine:  that  we  are  commanded  to  teach,  and  another  thingr 
that  we  ape  commanded  to  correct,  and  forced  to  tolerate  and 
endure,  till  we  can  amend  it.  St.  Ambrose  happily  correct- 
ed this  intemperance  at  Milan,^  by  prohibiting- all  such  feasts 
in  the  Church  :  and  St.  Austin  made  use  of  his  example  to 
persuadeAurclius,  the  primate  of  Carthage,*  to  use  his  autho- 
rity to  do  the  same  in  the  African  Churches.  Upon  which 
Aurelius  ffot  a  Canon  made  in  the  third  Council  of  Car- 
thag-e,*  obliging-  the  clerg-y  to  refrain  from  all  such  feasting- 
in  the  church,  and  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  to  restrain  the 
people  from  the  same  practice.  This  had  been  prohibited 
before  by  the  Council  of  Laodicea/  forbidding-  all  feasts  of 
charity, and  all  eating*,  and  spreading  of  tables  in  the  Church: 
and  it  was  prohibited  afterwards  by  the  second  Council  of 
Orleance  in  France,"  whore  a  g-eneral  Canon  was  made,  that 
no  one  should  pretend  to  pay  any  vow  in  the  Church  by 
singing-,  or  drinking,  or  any  loose  behaviour  whatsoever:  be- 
cause God  was  rather  provoked,  than  appeased  by  such 
vows  as  these.  There  was  another  evil  custdrn  prevailing* 
in  France  in  the  time  of  kin"-  Clodoveus  II.  about  the   year 


'  Aug.  cont.  Faust,  lib.  xx.  cap.  xxi.  Vid.  Air.bros.  dc  Kliaet  Jojunio.  cap, 
xrW.     Cypr.  de  Duplici  Martyiio.  p.  4.2.  "  Vid.  .Vug.  Confcs.  lib.  vi. 

cap.  ii.  "  Auff  J'j).  Ixiv.  ad  Aurcl.  *  Con.  Cnrth.  iii.  can.  xxx 

*  Con.  I.aodir.  ran. '.iH.  *  Con,  Aurcl.  ii.  can.  xii.     Nc  quis  in^ 

EccU'sifi   voluni  suuni  rantando,   bil)pndo,    vel   iBscivicmio  cxsolval:  <iuia; 
Ueus  tuJibuii  votis  irritatur  jioliub  quum  placulur. 
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650,  when  the  first  Council  of  Chalorj.was  held,  which  en- 
deavoured by  a  Canon  to  correct  it,^  viz.  that  on  tlie  festivals 
of  martyrs  and  dedications  of  churches,  companies  of  women, 
were  used  to  come  before  the  church,  singing  filthy  and  ob- 
scene songs,  whilst  they  should  havebeen  at  divine  service: 
■whom  they  therefore  order  to  be  repelled,  and  if  they  per- 
sisted obstinate  in  their  wickedness,  to  be  prosecuted  with 
the  severest  censures  of  the  Church.  St.  Basil  mentions 
another  abuse  of  these  festivals,^  which  was  men's  keeping 
markets  at  these  times  and  places,  under  colour  of  making 
better  provision  for  these  feasts:  but  he  smartly  rebukes  this 
as  a  great  encroachment  upon  piety,  wholly  unbecoming 
such  solemnities,  which  were  designed  purely  for  prayer 
and  the  commemoration  of  the  virtues  of  holy  men,  for  our 
encouragement  and  imitation  ;  and  he  tells  such  men,  they 
ought  to  remember  the  severity  of  our  Saviour,  who  whipped 
the  buyers  and  sellers  out  of  the  temple,  when  by  their 
marketings  and  merchandize  they  had  turned  the  house  of 
prayer  into  a  den  of  thieves.  There  are  many  other  abuses 
and  corruptions,  which  crept  into  the  Church  at  this  door  in 
after-ages,  such  as  the  invocation  of  Saints  and  Martyrs,  the 
worshipping  of  relics,  pilgrimages  and  visitings  of  shrines, 
and  the  like  superstitious  practices,  which,  as  they  were 
utterly  unknown  or  disallowed  in  the  purer  ages  of  the 
Church,  so  it  is  none  of  my  business  here  further  to  pursue. 

Sect.  11. — What  Festivals  observed  in  Memory  of  the  Apostles. 

But  it  may  be  inquired,  whether  any  particular  days  were 
set  apart  in  memory  of  the  Apostles  and  first  disciples  of 
Christ  ■?  to  which  I  answer,  that  as  many  of  them  as  were 
martyrs,  and  the  time  and  place  of  their  passions  was  known, 
there  is  no  reason  to  question,  but  that  they  had  anniversary 


'  Con.  Cabillon.  i.  can.  xix.     Noscitur  valde  esse  indecorum,   quod  per 
(ledicationes  basilicarnm,  vel    festivitates  martyrum,  ad  ipsa  solcnnia  con- 
fluentes  chorus  fsemineus  turpia  (juidem  et  obsca;na  cantica  decuiitarc  videifr- 
tur,  diim  aut  orare  dcbeant,  aut  clericos  psallentes  audire,  &c. 
'  Basil.  Regul.  Major,  q.  xl. 
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commemorations  amqn<2f  the  rest  of  tlic  martyrs,  at  least 
from  tlie  time  that  the  festivals  of  martvrs  be":an  to  be  ob- 
served  in  the  Church.  Thus  the  martyrdom  of  St.  Peter 
and  St,  Paul  was  observed  at  Rome,  either  ujDon  the  29th  of 
June,  or  the  22d  of  February :  for  the  day  is  disputed  be- 
tween bishop  Pearson^  and  Pag-i,^and  I  will  not  pretend  to 
decide  the  controversy  between  them.  But  it  is  generally 
agreed  both  by  the  ancients  and  moderns,  that  they  both 
suffered  martyrdom  at  the  same  time  in  the  persecution  un- 
der Nero  at  Rome.  This  Eusebius^  shews  out  of  Caius 
Romanus,  Tertullian,  Origen,  and  Dionysius  of  Corinth  ; 
who  sa}^  that  the  one  was  crucified,  and  the  other  beheaded; 
and  that  tlieir  trophies  or  monuments  were  the  one  in  tlie 
ViaOstiensis,  and  the  other  in  the  Vatican,  till  Pope  Xystus 
removed  them  into  the  catacombs,  or  subterraneous  vaults, 
as  the  old  Indiculus  Depositionis  Martyrum  calls  them,  for 
greater  security  in  the  heat  of  persecution.  And  here  it  was, 
that  St.  Jerom  says,*  when  he  was  a  school  boy  at  Rome,  he 
often  went  with  others  of  his  companions  into  the  cryptae  or 
cemeteries  under  ground,  to  see  their  sepulchres  among  the 
rest  of  the  martyrs.  So  that  it  being  unquestionable,  that 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  were  crowned  with  martyrdom  at 
Rome,  there  is  no  doubt  to  be  made,  but  that  their  festi- 
vals were  anciently  observed  there,  and  elsewhere,  as  other 
festivals  of  the  martyrs.  And  the  like  may  be  concluded  of 
all  tlie  other  apostles,  who  suffered  martyrdom  in  the  several 
countries  w  here  they  preached  the  Gospel. 

Sect.  12. — The  Festival  of  tlie  holy  Innocents. 

Besides  these,  the  ancient  Church  kept  a  festival  in  me- 
mory of  the  holy  innocents  that  were  slain  at  our  Saviour's 
birth.  The  ancient  writers  never  speak  of  them  but  under 
the  title  of  Christian  martyrs.  Cyprian  says,*  the  nativity 
of  Christ  began  a  martyriis  infantium,  immediately  w  ith 


•  Pearson.  Annal.  Cyprian,  an  958.  p.  63.  '  Pagi  Critic,  in 

Huron,  an.  2.)8.  sect.  ill.  "  Kuseb.  Lib.  ii.  cap.  25.    Lib.  iii.  cap  I. 

"  Hit-ron.  Com.  in  lO/.ik.ciip.  xl.  p.  030.  *  Cypr.  Ep.lvi.  al.  Iviii. 

ill!  Thibaritanos.  p.  Vi'i. 
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the  martyrdom  of  those  infants,  that  from  two  years  old  and 
under  were  slain  for  his  name.  That  tender  affe,  which  was 
not  yet  able  to  fight,  was  fit  to  receive  a  crown.  The  inno- 
cent infants  were  slain  for  his  name,  that  it  might  appear 
that  they  are  innocent,  who  are  slain  for  the  sake  of  Christ : 
and  hereby  it  was  shewn,  that  no  one  is  free  from  the  dan- 
ger of  persecution,  seeing  even  such  as  these  were  mar- 
tyred for  his  sake.  To  the  same  purpose  St.  Hilary  says,' 
Bethlehem  flowed  with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs,  and  that 
they  were  advanced  to  eternity  by  the  glory  of  martyrdom. 
So  St.  Austin;^  these  infants  died  for  Christ,  not  knowing  it: 
their  parents  bewailed  them,  dying  martyrs:  they  could  not 
yet  speak,  and  yet  for  all  that  they  confessed  Christ:  Christ 
granted  them  the  honour  to  die  for  his  name :  Christ  vouch- 
safed them  the  benefit  of  being  washed  from  original  sin  in 
their  own  blood.  In  like  manner  Prudenlius,  in  his  poetical 
way,^  thus  sets  forth  their  praises  :  "  hail,  ye  flowers  of  the 
martyrs,  whom  the  enemies  of  Christ  cut  off  in  your  first 
entrance  upon  the  light,  as  men  do  roses  when  they  first  ap- 
pear. Ye  proto-victims  of  Christ,  ye  tender  flock  of  sacri- 
fices, play  innocently  with  your  crowns  and  garlands  before 
the  very  altar."  St.  Chrysostom  was  of  the  same  mind  when 
he  said,*  these  infants  received  no  harm  by  their  death;  it 
only  translated  them  so  much  the  sooner  to  the  port  and 
haven  of  rest  and  tranquillity.  And  so  the  author  of  the 
Opus  Imperfecium,  under  the  name  of  Chrysostom,  speak- 
ing of  Herod's  cruelty,  says,^  he  gave  all  the  infants  eternal 


'  Hilar,  in  Mat.  can.  1.  ®  Aug.  de  Symbolo.  lib.  iii.  cap.  4- 

,  ix.  p.  303.     It.  Ep.  28.  ad  Hieron.  De  Libero  Arbitrio.  lib.  iii.  cap.  23. 
*  Prudent.  Cathemerin.  Hymn  de  Epiphania. 

Salvete  flores  martyrum, 

Quos  lucis  ipso  in  limine, 

Christ!  insecutor  sustulit, 

Ceu  turba  nascentes  rosas. 

Vos  prima  Christi  victima, 

Grex  immolatorum  tener, 

Aram  ante  ipsam  simplices 

Palmis  et  coronis  luditis. 
Clirys.  Horn.  0.  in  Mat.  p.  H3.  *  Opus  Imperfect,  in  Mat.  2. 

.  780.     Onuiibuij  vitam  aiternaui  pra;stilil  jjropler  uniini. 
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life  for  the  sake  of  one  ;  meaning",  that  he  made  tliem  n\\ 
martyrs  for  the  sake  of  Christ,  whom  he  thought  to  have 
slain  among-  them.  Before  all  these  Irena^us  says,'  Christ 
when  he  was  an  infant  made  infants  martyrs  for  himself,  and 
sent  them  before  him  into  his  king-dom.  Pope  Leo*  and 
Fulgentius  speak  of  them  in  the  same  style,  as  infant  mar- 
tyrs and  co-partners  in  the  passion  of  Christ,  who  suffered 
martyrdom  for  Him  without  knowledge  or  g^rief. 

But  Origen  goes  a  little  further,  and  not  only  calls  them 
the  first-fruits  of  the  martyrs,  but  says,*  their  memorial  was 
always  celebrated  in  the  Churches  after  the  manner  or  order 
of  the  saints,  as  being"  the  first  martyrs  that  were  slain  for 
Christ.  And  St.  Austin  says  more  than  once,*  that  the 
Church  received  them  to  the  honour  of  her  martyrs,  which 
seems  to  imply,  that  some  peculiar  festival  was  appointed 
for  their  commemoration.  But  whether  this  at  first  was  a 
distinct  festival  from  the  Epiphany,  or  rather  kept  on  the 
same  day,  is  a  matter  that  may  bear  some  dispute;  because 
Prudentius,  Fulgentius,  and  Leo  speak  of  the  innocents- 
only  upon  this  day,  and  not  upon  any  other  occasion. 

Sect.  13. — The  Festival  of  the  Maccabees. 

But  we  are  further  to  observe,  that  anciently  they  cele- 
brated not  only  the  festivals  of  the  Christian  martyrs,  but 
also  some  of  the  more  eminent  martyrs  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment :  such  as  the  seven  Maccabees,  whose  courag-e  in  op- 
posing- the  tyrant  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  and  dying  for  the 
defence  of  the  Jewish  law,  seems  to  have  been  g^enerally 
over  the  whole  Christian  Church  in  the  fourth  century,  about 
which  time  we 'find  abundance  of  paneg-yrics  made  upon 


'  Irt'ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  19.  Ipse  infaiis  cum  is.set,  infantes  hominiim  mar- 
tyres  paran.s,  &c.  «  Leo  Serm.  7.  in  Epiphan.  p.  33.  Fulgent. 
] loin.  1.  tie  Epiphan.  et  Innoccntibus,  p. 541.  '  Orip.  I(oni.3. 
dc  Diversis,  t.  ii.  p.  l.'Jti.  Ilorum  menioria  semper  ut  dignum  in  ecclesiis  ce- 
Icbratur,  secundum  integrum  ordinem  sanctorum,  ut  primorum  mnrtyrum  pro 
Domino  occisorum.  ♦  Aug.  de  Libero  Arl)itri(>.  lib.  iii.  cap.  '23. 
t.  i.  p.  -M.  In  honortm  marlyrum  recejitos  comuiendat  ecclesia.  It.  Ep.  28. 
ad  llieroiijnium. 
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them.  Chrysostom  has  three  homilies  upon  this  occasion,* 
wherein  he  speaks  of  their  festival  being  celebrated  at  An- 
tioch  with  more  than  ordinary  concourses  of  people.  St. 
Austin  says,^  the  Christians  had  a  church  there  called  by 
the  name  of  the  Maccabees :  and  he  himself  has  two  ser- 
mons upon  their  festival,  in  which  he  shews  that  they  were 
esteemed  in  reality  Christian  martyrs.  And  hence  it  appears 
that  their  feast  was  solemnly  observed  in  the  African 
Churches  ;  for  he  begins  his  first  Homily  with  these  words, 
"  Istum  diem  nobis  solennem  fecit  gloria  Maccabceorum. — 
This  day  is  made  a  festival  to  us  by  the  glory  of  the  Mac- 
cabees.'" Gregory  Nazianzen  has  a  sermon  upon  the  same 
occasion,^  wherein  he  says,  this  present  festival  is  kept  in 
memory  of  the  Maccabees,  who  though  they  are  not  had  in 
so  great  honour  by  some,  because  they  strove  not  for  mas- 
tery by  the  grace  of  Christ,  yet  they  are  worthy  of  all  due 
respect  and  veneration,  because  they  contended  valiantly 
for  the  laws  of  their  fathers,  and  the  truth  of  religion,  as 
then  revealed  to  them.  We  find  the  like  discourses  among 
those  of  Gaudentius,  bishop  of  Brixia,*  and  Eusebius  Emis- 
senus,*  and  Leo,^  bishop  of  Rome.  Which  manifestly 
shews,  that  this  was  a  festival  of  great  note  throughout  the 
whole  Church.  And  the  reason  is  given  by  Gregory  Nazi- 
anzen :  because  they  were  really  admirable  in  their  actions, 
yea,  more  admirable  in  one  respect  than  the  martyrs  that 
came  after  Christ.  For,  says  he,  if  they  suffered  martyrdom 
so  bravely  before  Christ's  coming,  what  would  they  not 
have  done  had  they  lived  after  Him,  and  had  the  death  of 
Christ  for  their  example'?  For  this  reason  this  festival  was 
particularly  celebrated  all  over  the  Christian  Church,  but 
upon  what  day  I  am  not  yet  able  to  inform  the  reader,  save 
only  that  the  Roman  martyrology  places  it  upon  the  first  of 
Auffust. 


•  Chrys.  Horn.  44,  49,  &  50.  torn.  i.  ^  Aug.  Horn.  109  &  1 10. 

de  Diversis.  t.  x.  p.  585.  *  Naz.  Orat.  22.  de  Maccabaiis.  t.  i. 

p.  897.  *  Gaudent.  Serm.  15.  de  Maccabaeis. 

*   Euseb.  Emissen.  Horn,  de  Jisdem.  ^  Leo  Serm.  82.  deSeptem 

Maccabffiis.  p.  81.    Valerian.  Horn.  18.  de  Maccabaeis.  ibid.  p.  749. 
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Sect,  li.— Of  the  general  Festival  of  all  the  Martyrs. 

But  I  must  acquaint  him  with  one  thing  more  concerning 
these  festivals  of  the  martyrs :  that  because  the  number  of 
tliem  was  exceeding-  great,  and  every  particular  Church 
could  not  observe  them  all,  therefore  they  chose  to  have 
one  solemn  day  for  the  general  commemoration  of  all  the 
martyrs.  This  was  on  a  certain  day,  not  long  after  Pente- 
cost or  Whitsunday,  as  we  learn  from  one  of  Chrysostom's 
Homilies  upon  this  occasion,'  where  he  says,  there  are  not 
yet  seven  days  passed  since  we  celebrated  the  great  and 
holy  solemnity  of  Pentecost,  and  now  again  a  choir,  or  ra- 
ther a  camp  and  army  of  martyrs  overtakes  us,  an  army  like 
the  camp  of  angels,  which  appeared  to  Jacob.  This  seems 
therefore  to  have  been  either  what  we  now  call  Trinity  Sun- 
day, or  some  day  very  near  it.  For  the  Greeks  called  this, 
KvfiLam]  Tuiv  'Ajiwv,  the  Suntlay  of  all  the  martyrs,  as  Leo- 
AUatius  shews  out  of  Callistus's  Synaxarioii  and  Leo 
Sapiens,  who  has  an  oration  upon  this  day,  entitled,  upon 
all  the  holy  martyrs.  The  name  Trinity  Sunday  is  but  of 
modern  use.  The  Ancients  had  no  such  festival,  because 
every  Lord's  day  was  esteemed  the  feast  of  the  Holy  Tri- 
nity. Durandus  says,^  Gregory  the  Fourth,  about  the  year 
834,  first  instituted  the  festival  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  that 
of  the  angels  together.  But  Potlio  Prumicnsis  will  not 
allow  it  to  be  so  ancient,  for  he  says,*  it  began  to  be  used  in 
the  monasteries  not  long  before  his  time,  which  was  about 
the  year  11  jO.  Anil  it  appears  from  a  decree  of  Alexander 
the  third,  that  it  was  not  observed  at  Rome  in  his  time, 
anno  1170.     For  he  says,^  the  feast  of  the  Holy  Trinity  is 


•  Chrys.  Horn.  74.  do  Martyribus  Totius  Orbis.  t.  i.  i>.895. 
*  Allat.  tie  Ht'bdoiri.  et  Doiiiinicis  Grfficor.  n.  31.  '  Duraiul.  Ra- 

tional, lib,  vii.  cnp.  31.  *  Polho  do  Statu  Doimis  Dei.  lib.  iii.  ap 

Huspin.  de  Festis.  p.  73.  *  Decretal.  Gn-jror.  lib.  ii.  tit.  9.  de 

Fi-riis.  cap. 'i.  Festivitas  S.  Trinitalis,  secundum  consuftudintMn  divi-isa- 
riiin  ri'j^ionuni  ii  ([uibusdam  consui-vit  in  octavis  Penlecostes,  ab  aliis  in  Oo- 
miniufi  priind  anil- adviMilum  Domiui  cilt-brari.  Ecclesia  siquidem  Uoaiana 
in  usu  noil  habet,  quod  in  aliquo  tempore  hujusmodi  celcbrot  spiritualiter 
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diversely  observed  according-  to  the  custom  of  different 
countries  ;  some  keeping'  it  on  the  octaves  of  Pentecost,  and 
others  on  the  first  Sunday  before  Advent.  But  in  the  Ro- 
man Church  it  is  not  used  to  be  celebrated  as  any  particular 
festival  ;  for  we  say  every  day.  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and 
to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  such  other  things 
as  appertain  to  the  praise  of  the  Trinity.  So  that  Trinity 
Sunday  being"  wholly  unknown  to  the  Ancients  under  that 
particular  name,  it  is  most  probable  this  was  the  day,  on 
which  a  g-eneral  commemoration  was  made  of  all  the  mar- 
tyrs  in  the  world,  as  St.  Chrysostom's  Homily  bears  it  in 
the  title.  For  the  multitude  of  martyrs  being"  vastly  great, 
it  was  impossible  that  particular  days  should  be  assigned  to 
each  of  them;  and  therefore  every  Church  chiefly  cele- 
brated the  days  of  her  own  martyrs,  (which  often  came 
once  or  twice  in  a  w^eek,')  and  added  one  solemn  day  for  the 
commemoration  of  them  all  in  general :  of  which  I  have 
nothing"  more  particularly  to  remark,  but  that  the  Ancients 
on  this  day  commonly  exerted  themselves,  and  shewed  the 
utmost  of  their  skill  in  the  art  of  oratory,  (of  w  hich  many  of 
them  were  great  masters)  in  describing  the  passions,  and 
setting  forth  the  glory  of  those  victories  and  trophies  that 
vi^ere  so  frequently  and  so  surprizingly  acquired  by  the  mar- 
tyrs. It  is  a  beautiful  stroke  of  Chrysostom''s  pen,  in  his 
homily  upon  this  occasion,^  with  which  T  will  end  this  chap- 
ter upon  these  festivals  of  the  martyrs.  "  The  devil,"  says  he, 
*'  introduced  death  into  the  world,  but  the  wisdom  of  God 
turned  it  to  our  honour  and  glory  ;  for  hereby  he  opened 
the  way  to  martyrdom,  and  made  our  destruction  become 
the  occasion  of  a  crown.  The  devil  designed  to  ruin  us  by 
death,  but  Christ  inverted  his  design,' and  makes  use  of 
death  to  introduce  us  into  Heaven  by  martyrdom.     Here,  as 


festivitatem,  cum  singulis  diebus,  gloria  Patri,  et  Fillo,  et  Spiritui  Sancto, 
et  siniilia  dicanlur  ad  laudein  pertiueutia  Trinitatis. — See  also  Microlog.  de 
ObserT.  Eccles.  cap.  GO. 

'  See  Chrys.  lloin.  40.  in  Juventimim.  t.i.  p.  646.    Horn.  65.  de  Martyr, 
t.  V.  p.  971.     Theodor.  Serm.  8.  de  Martyr,  t.  iv.  p.  605.  ^  Chrys. 

Horn.  74.  de  Martyr.  Totius  Orbis.  t.  i.  p.  890. 
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in  all  other  battles,  there  were  armies  engaged  on  both 
sides,  the  martyrs  on  the  one  side,  and  tyrants  on  the  other. 
The  tyrants  were  armed,  and  the  martyrs  naked  ;  yet,  they 
that  were  naked  got  the  victory,  and  they  that  carried  arms 
were  vanquished.  What  an  astonishing  engagement  was 
this  ]  He  that  is  beaten,  proves  victor  over  him  that  beats 
him;  he  that  is  bound,  overcomes  him  that  is  at  liberty;  he 
that  is  burnt,  tames  him  that  burns  him  ;  and  he  that  dies, 
vanquishes  him  that  puts  him  to  death.  These  arc  astonish- 
ing things  :  but  it  is  grace  that  works  these  miracles  ;  they 
are  above  the  strength  of  nature."  Thus  the  Ancients  ex- 
tolled  their  martyrs,  those  heroes  of  Christianity,  by  just 
praises  and  commendations,  and  endeavoured  to  provoke 
others  to  piety  and  virtue  by  their  example,  which  was  the 
great  end  and  design  of  these  holy  solemnities  and  frequent 
meetings  at  the  memorials  of  the  martyrs. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Of  some    other    Festivals    of    a   later  Date  and  lesser 
Observation. 

Sect.  1. — Of  the  Encscnia  or  Feasts  of  Dedications  of  Churohes. 

Besides  these  festivals,  which  were  of  greater  antiquity  in 
the  Church,  there  were  some  others  added  in  the  fourth  and 
fifth  centuries,  which,  either  for  their  novelty,  or  their  more 
limited  observation,  were  far  inferior  to  the  former,  and  of 
less  esteem  in  the  Church.  Among  these  we  may  reckon 
the  Encaenia,  or  anniversary  feasts  kept  in  memory  of  the  de- 
dication of  churches.  The  first  dedication  or  consecration 
of  churches,  which  began  in  the  time  of  Constantine  after 
the  demolishing  of  them  in  the  Diocletian  persecution,  and 
rebuilding  of  tliem  in  the  peaceal)le  times  that  succeeded 
afterwards,  has  been  largely  spoken  of  under  another  head  :' 


'  Book  Vill.chap.  ix.  sect.  I.  &c. 
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here  I  only  take  notice  of  one  particular,  which  properly 
concerns  this  place,  that  is,  the  anniversary  festival,  which 
was  sometimes  observed  in  memory  of  the  first  dedication  of 
churches.  Sozomen  gives  a  famous  instance  of  this  in  the 
church  of  Jerusalem  ;^  for,  he  says,  in  memory  of  the  dedi- 
cation of  their  church,  which  Constantine  built  to  the 
honour  of  our  Saviour,  they  were  used  to  keep  an  anniver- 
sary festival,  which  lasted  for  eight  days  together,  during 
which  time  both  they  of  the  church,  and  all  strangers, 
who  flocked  thither  in  abundance,  held  ecclesiastical  as- 
semblies, and  met  together  for  divine  service.  And  from 
this  example  the  custom  was  received  and  propagated  in 
other  churches.  For  Bede  says,^  Gregory  the  Great  in  his 
letters  to  Austin  and  Mellitus,  the  first  Saxon  bishops  here 
in  England,  ordered  them  to  allow  the  people  liberty  on 
their  annual  feasts  of  the  dedications  of  their  churches  to 
build  themselves  booths  round  about  the  church,  and  there 
feast  and  entertain  themselves  with  eating  and  drinking,  in 
lieu  of  the  ancient  sacrifices  while  they  were  Heathens. 
Hospinian  says,^  in  the  German  tongue  these  feasts  w^ere 
called  Kyrchweiches,  that  is,  church  feasts,  whence  comes 
our  English  name,  church  wakes,  which  is  of  the  same  im- 
port. 

Sect.  2.— Of  the  Anniversary  Festivals  of  Bishops'  Ordinations. 

Another  sort  of  festivals,  much  of  the  same  nature  with 
the  former,  were  the  anniversary  solemnities,  which  bishops 
held  in  their  own  churches  in  memory  of  their  ordination. 
These  are  sometimes  called  natales  episcopivel  episcopatus, 
bishops'  birth-days,  which  denote  not  the  days  of  their  natu- 
ral birth  ;  nor  yet  the  days  of  their  death,  as  in  the  former 
case  of  martyrs  ;  but  the  days  of  their  ordination,  or  nati- 
vity to  the  episcopal  office,  or  throne  of  the  Church  :  in  like 


"  Sozom.  lib.  ii.  cap.  26.  ^  Bede.  Hist.  lib.  i.  cap.  30, 

*  Hospinde  Festis.  in  Appendice  de  Encseniis.  p.  113. 
WOU      VII.  M. 
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manner,as  we  have  shewn  before,' the  wa/a/^«  imperatorum 
often  denote,  not  tlieir  natural  birth-days,  but  the  days  of 
their  inauguration  or  advancement  to  the  throne  of  the  em- 
pire. That  such  days  were  observed  as  anniversary  festi- 
vals, I  have  had  occasion  once  before  to  shew,^  out  of  seve- 
ral Homilies  of  St.  Austin  and  Pope  Leo,  which  were 
preached  by  them  upon  these  occasions.  To  which  I  shall 
here  add  what  St.  Austin  says  also  of  the  Donatists,*  that 
they  agreed  with  the  Church  in  this  practice.  For  thoug-h 
Optatus  Gildonianus,  one  of  their  bishops,  was  a  very  base 
man,  yet  they  made  no  scruple  to  celebrate  his  naialitia, 
the  anniversary  of  his  ordination,  with  g'reat  solemnity, 
honouring-  him  with  the  kiss  of  peace  in  the  midst  of  the 
holy  mysteries,  and  mutually  giving-  and  receiving-  the  eu- 
charist  from  him;  which  circumstances  plainly  shew,  that 
by  his  natalitials,  nothing  else  can  be  meant  but  the  anni- 
versary of  his  ordination,  when  it  was  usual  for  the  bishop 
to  invite  his  neighbouring-  bishops  to  join  in  the  solemnity 
with  him,  which  was  observed  with  reading-,  psalmody, 
preaching",  praying,  and  receiving  the  Eucharist,  as  other 
solemn  festivals.  Paulinus  likewise  takes  notice  of  this 
particular  circumstance,*  that  they  were  used  to  invite  their 
lellow  bishops  to  come  and  celebrate  these  their  spiritual 
nativities  with  them  :  for  so,  he  says,  he  himself  was  invited 
by  Anastatius  bishop  of  Rome  to  celebrate  his  birth-day. 
The  like  we  find  in  the  epistles  of  St.  Ambrose,*  Pope 
Hilary^  and  several  others. 

Now  the  design  of  these  anniversaries  was  very  excellent, 
to  put  bishops  in  mind  of  the  great  and  weighty  burden  that 


'  Book  XX.  chap.  1.  *  Book  iv.  chap.  vi.  sect.  1.5. 

*  Aug.  colli.  Literas.  HI),  ii.  cap,  23.  Cujiis  nutalilia  tanlfi  celebratione 
fntiiicntabatis,  cui  pacis  osculum  inter  sacranienta  coimlabatis,  in  ciijus 
manil)iis  uucharistiain  poncbatis,  &c.  *  I'auliii.  Ep.  xvi.  ad 
Dilphinuin.     Nos  ipsos  ad  natalem  suuni  invitaro  dignatiis  i-sl. 

*  Ainbros.  Ep.  v.  ad  Fflic.  E[ii.sc.  CoiiuMiseiu.  Tiiin  t-go  nostris  fabulis  in- 
trxui  diem  natalis  lui.    Natalem  tuuin  prosi-cjuemur  nostris  oratioiiibus,  &c. 

*  Hilar.  Ep.  ii.  ad  Tarroncns.  Loctis  in  (^onvcntii  Fratrum,  cjuos  natalis 
mci  ffstivitas  congrrgarat,  Uteris  vestris.  ("on.  torn.  iv.  p.  103(5,  Sixtus. 
I'P.  ad  Joan,  Antioch.  Con.  torn.  iii.  p.  1261.     .\nastas.  Vit.  Adrian.  I. 
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was  laid  upon  tliera,  and  to  be  a  fresh  occasion  of  recollect- 
ing" with  themselves  how  faithfully,  and  conscientiously,  and 
carefully  they  had  discharged  the  trust  committed  to  them. 
Thus  St.  Austin  represents  the  matter  in  one  of  his  sermons 
upon  this  occasion.'  "A  bishop,"  says  he,  "  ought  to  con- 
sider every  day,  and  every  hour,  and  with  a  continual  care> 
what  a  weighty  dispensation  is  committed  to  him,  and  what 
an  account  thereof  he  is  to  make  to  his  Lord.  But  when 
the  anniversary  day  of  our  ordination  returns,  then  the 
honour  of  this  office  is  chiefly  reflected  on,  as  if  it  were  then 
first  imposed  upon  us.  But  there  is  this  difference,  that  on 
the  day  when  we  first  received  the  office,  we  had  only  to 
consider  how  we  ought  to  behave  ourselves  in  it :  but  every 
day  after,  and  especially  on  that  day  when  the  solemnity  re- 
turns, we  not  only  look  forward,  and  with  great  caution  and 
foresight  consider  what  we  ought  to  do  for  the  time  to 
come;  but  also  look  back  to  what  is  past,  and  carefully 
recollect  what  we  have  already  done ;  that  we  may  go  on  to 
imitate  ourselves,  if  we  have  done  any  thing  well ;  or  if 
otherwise  we  have  done  things  that  are  blame-worthy, 
be  careful  not  to  repeat  them  again  in  time  to  come.  There- 
fore on  this  solemnity  of  my  ordination,  I  say  to  those,  who 
are  my  debtors  by  trespassing  against  me  :  if  any  man  be- 
comes my  enemy,  because  I  tell  him  the  truth;  if  I  seem 
troublesome  to  any,  because  I  give  him  good  advice ;  if  I  am 
forced  to  offend  any  man's  will,  whilst  I  seek  his  profit:  to 
these  I  say,  "  be  ye  not  like  to  horse  and  mule,  which  have 
no  understanding.  For  these  creatures  chiefly  kick  and 
bite  those,  who  take  care  of  them  and  only  touch  them 
gently  to  cure  their  wounds.  So  you  and  I  are  at  strife  one 
with  the  other;  but  the  cause  makes  a  distinction.  Thou 
art  an  enemy  to  thy  physician,  I  only  an  enemy  to  thy 
disease  :  thou  art  an  enemy  to  my  diligence,  I  only  to  thy 
pestilential  distemper."  "  They  rewarded  me  evil  for  good," 
«ays  the  psalmist,  "  but  I  give  myself  unto  prayer."  What 
did  he  pray  ?  "  Father,  forgive  them,   for  they  know  not 


Aug. Horn.  xxiv.  ex.  1.  tora.x.  p.  172. 
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\\liat  they  do."  "  Ivojoice  and  be  exceeding  glad,'*  says 
Christ,  "  when  men  revile  you,  and  say  all  manner  of  evil 
against  you  for  righteousness  sake  :  for  great  is  your  re- 
ward in  heaven."  But  we  would  have  \ou  correct  your 
perverseness,  and  acknowledge  our  charity,  and  render  love 
for  love:  we  would  not  liave  our  reward  augmented  by  your 
destruction.  Next  I  must  speak  to  those,  to  whom  I  am  a 
debtor.  For  I  am  not  so  vain  as  to  think,  that  I  have  injured 
no  man  since  I  first  took  the  burden  of  this  office  upon  me. 
I  know  my  infirmity,  and  pray  to  tlie  Lord  my  God  day  and 
night,  and  l)og  the  assistance  of  your  prayers  for  the  cure  of 
it.  If  then  in  the  hurry  and  diiliculty  of  various  cares,  I 
have  at  any  time  been  so  distracted,  as  not  to  hear  the  peti- 
tion of  him  that  made  suit  to  me;  if  1  have  looked  upon 
any  with  a  sourer  countenance  than  there  was  occasion  for; 
if  I  have  given  any  one  sharper  w  ords  than  I  ought  to  have 
done ;  if  I  have  troubled  any  one  that  was  in  anguish  of 
spirit,  and  needed  my  help,  l)y  an  improper  answer ;  if  I 
have  overlooked  any  poor  man  importuning  me,  when  I  was 
intent  upon  some  other  business,  or  put  him  off  to  another 
lime,  or  grieved  his  soul  by  any  sharp  sign  or  intimation:  if 
I  have  been  above  measure  angry  at  any  one  for  entertaining 
any  false  susj)icion  of  me,  as  one  man  is  apt  to  be  jealous  of 
another ;  or  if  I  have  humanly  suspected  any  one  as  guilty 
of  a  crime,  from  which  his  own  conscience  could  clear  him  :  I 
beseech  all  you,  to  whom  1  confess  myself  a  debtor  for 
these  and  the  like  offences,  to  believe  me  to  be  your  debtor. 
For  the  tender  mother,  when  she  is  in  great  straits,  some- 
times treads,  though  not  with  licr  whole  weight,  upon  her 
young  whom  she  cherishes,  and  yet  ceases  not  to  bo  a 
mother.  Forgive  me,  that  ye  may  be  forgiven :  and  com- 
mend my  care  for  you  to  the  Lord,  that  he  may  mercifully 
pardon  my  past  offences,  and  guide  my  way  under  this  bur- 
den for  tlu'  future,  so  as  may  be  pleasing  in  his  eyes, 
and  profital)le  for  you  ;  that  ye  may  be  found  my  joy 
and  crown,  and  not  my  confusion  and  pnnishnient  at  his 
appearance." 

'Ihcse  are  pious  thoughts  and  excellent  contemplations, 
flowing  with  expressions  of  great  humility  and  charity:  and 
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they  serve  to  shew  us,  both  what  a  deep  sense  the  Ancients 
had  of  the  weight  and  burden  of  the  episcopal  office,  and 
also  after  what  manner  they  entertained  their  auditories  with 
useful  discourses  upon  these  anniversary  festivals  of  their 
own  ordination. 


Sect.  8. — Of  Festivals  kept  in  Memory  of  any  great  Deliverances  or  signal 
Mercies  vouchsafed  by  God  to  Ills  Church. 

Another  sort  of  festivals  was  observed  as  annual  thanks- 
givings to  God  for  any  great  favours  and  blessings  vouch- 
safed by  God  to  his  Church.  Thus  Sozomen  says,'  the 
Church  of  Alexandria  kept  an  anniversary  thanksgiving"  upon 
the  twelfth  of  the  kalends  of  August,  that  is,  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  June,  for  their  deliverance  from  a  terrible  earth- 
quake, and  inundation  of  the  sea,  in  the  reign  of  Julian, 
which  was  so  great,  that  boats  were  found  upon  the  tops  of 
Iiouses.  In  memory  of  this  they  kept  a  festival,  which  they 
called,  ytviaia  aei(TfiH,the  memorial  of  the  earthquake,  which 
was  observed  in  the  time  of  Sozomen  with  great  solemnity, 
the  people  offering  eucharistical  prayers  to  God,  and  setting 
up  lights  all  over  the  city  for  joy.  The  Constantinopohtans 
kept  such  another  festival  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Septem- 
ber, in  memory  of  their  deliverance  from  an  earthquake, 
which  is  mentioned  by  Marcellinus  Comes,^  in  his  Chroni- 
con,  as  lasting  with  great  violence  for  eleven  days  together. 
Among  these,  we  may  also  reckon  their  thanksgiving  after 
any  signal  victories  ;  such  as  that  of  Constantine,  over  the 
tyrant  Licinius,  whereby  the  Christians  were  delivered  from 
the  oppression  of  all  their  persecutors,  and  gave  God  solemn 
thanks  and  praise  both  in  city  and  country  for  the  glorious 
success  of  Constantine's  arms,  and  their  own  deliverance  by 
his  victories,  as  Eusebius  more  .than  once  declares,^  in  set- 
ting forth  the  great  achievements  of  Constantine  for  the 
Christian  Church.     So  he,  that  had  ordered  all  possible  ho- 


'  Sozom.  lib.  vi.  cap.  2.     Vid  Auimion.  Marcelliu.  lib.  xxvi.  in  fine. 

*  Marcel.  Chron.  Cos.  Basilio.  *  Euscb.  Hist.  lib.  x. 

cap.9.  et  do  Vit.  Constant,  lib.  ii.  cap.  19. 


134  TElE  ANTIQUITIES   OF   THE  [boOK  XX. 

noiir  to  be  done  to  the  martyrs,'  had  himself  a  share  in  the 
paneg-yrics  that  were  made  upon  them,  and  next  under  God 
was  celebrated  as  tl)e  great  supporter  of  the  Christian  faith. 
But  these  seem  not  to  have  been  festivals  of  long-  conti- 
nuance, but  to  have  ended  their  period  with  the  life  of  the 
emperor,  on  whose  account  they  were  observed  in  the 
Church. 


Sect.  4. — Of  the  Feast  of  the  Annunciation. 

But  from  this  time  festivals  grew  and  multiplied  in  the 
Church.  Hospinian*  thinks  the  feast  of  the  Annunciation 
was  as  old  as  Athanasius,  because  there  is  mention  made  of 
it  in  a  sermon  that  g-oes  under  his  name.*  Others  carry  it 
hig-her  to  the  time  of  Greg"ory  Thaumaturg-us,  because  there 
is  a  sermon  also  attributed  to  him  upon  the  same  subject. 
But  the  best  critics,  Dr.  Cave,*  Du  Pin,*  Hammond  TEs- 
trange,^  and  Rivet,'  reject  both  these  as  spurious  writing's: 
and  even  Bellarmin  and  Labbee  reckon  them  dubious.  They 
were  written  by  Maximus,  or  some  author  after  the  time  that 
the  Monotlielite  heresy  appeared  in  the  world,  which  was 
in  the  seventh  century.  So  the  antiquity  of  this  festival  can- 
not be  deduced  from  them.  Neither  could  it  be  a  festival  in 
those  times  by  the  ancient  rules  of  the  Church,  which  for- 
bad the  celebration  of  all  festivals  in  Lent,  except  the  Sab- 
bath and  the  Lord's  day,  as  appears  from  the  Council  of 
Laodicea.^  But  before  the  time  of  the  Council  of  Trullo  it 
was  come  into  use.  For  that  Council,^  renewing  the  fore- 
said prohibition  of  Laodicea,  makes  a  further  exception  in 
behalf  of  tlie  Annunciation:  forbidding  all  festivals  to  be 
kept  in  Lent,  except  the  SabV)alh  and  the  Lord's  day,  and 
the  holy  Annunciation  ;  which  shews  that  by  this  time  it  was 
become  a  noted  festival:  and  therefore  we  may  date  its  ori- 


•  Vid.  Eu9«b.  do  Vit.  Const,  lib.  It.  cap.  23.  *  Ilospin.  de 

Ffstis.  "  Alhan.  Serin.  diS.  Doipaia.  *  Cave. 

Hist.  I.itorar.  torn.  i.  p.  1  W.  *  I)u  I'in.  nibliotliec.  loin.  ii. 

•  Ham.  I.'Kstranpc.  Alliance  of  Div.Oflic.  cap.  v.  i>.  I  K^.  '  Kivef. 

Critic.  Sarr.  lib.  iii.  cap.  5,  »  Con.  Laodic.  can.  li. 

*  Cone. Trull,  can.  Iii. 
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ginal  from  the  seventh  century,  when  we  find  sermons  be- 
g-an  to  be  made  upon  it. 

Sect.  5.— Of  the  Festival  called  Hypapante,  afterward  Purification  and 
Candlemas  Day. 

Another  festival  of  later  date  was  that,  which  is  commonly 
called  the  purification  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  or  Candlemas 
day.  This  at  first  among"  the  Greeks  went  by  the  name  of 
Hypapante,  'YTroTravrii,  which  denotes  the  meeting  of  the 
Lord  by  Simeon  in  the  temple,  in  commemoration  of  which 
occurrence  it  was  first  made  a  festival  in  the  Church  5 
some  say  in  the  time  of  Justin,  the  Emperor ;  others  in  the 
time  of  his  successor  Justinian,  anno  542.  There  is  indeed 
an  Homily  among  St.  Chrysostom's  works/  which  if  it  were 
genuine,  would  carry  this  feast  an  hundred  years  higher  ; 
for  it  is  upon  this  festival  under  this  very  name  of  Hypapante, 
But  all  learned  men  are  agreed  that  it  is  none  of  his.  And 
particularly  Leo  Allatius  cites  a  passage  out  of  Georgius 
Hamartolus's  Chronicon,^  which  shews,  that  there  was  no 
such  festival  in  Chrysostom's  time,  but  that  it  was  first  in- 
stituted in  the  reign  of  Justinian.  At  this  time  began  the 
Hypapante  to  be  celebrated,  says  he,  which  before  was  not 
numbered  among  the  festivals  of  our  Lord.  For  Chrysos- 
tom  says  the  festivals  of  Christ's  economy  here  upon  earth 
were  proportioned  to  the  number  of  the  days  of  the  creation 
of  the  world.  The  first  is  his  nativity  in  the  flesh  ;  the  second, 
Epiphany ;  the  third,  the  day  of  his  passion  ;  the  fourth, 
the  day  of  his  glorious  resurrection  ;  the  fifth,  his  assump- 
tion into  heaven  ;  the  sixth,  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
the  seventh,  the  great  day  of  the  general  resurrection, 
which  has  no  succession  nor  end.  For  that  is  an  eternal 
festival,  or  perpetual  Sabbath  and  rest  for  the  people  of  God, 
to  be  celebrated  with  much  joy  and  gladness  by  those  that 
shall  be  heirs  of  such  things  as  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear 
heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  con- 


'  Chrys.  torn.  vi.  Horn.  22.  de  Occursu  et  Simeone.  ^  Hainar- 

tol.  Chrou.  in  Vila  Justin,  ap,  AUat.  de  Hebdomad.  GicECor.  n.  i.  p.  \iS)'i, 
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ceivc  the  thing's  that  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love 
him.  Thus  far  Georg-ius  Hamartolus  out  of  Chrysostom. 
And  all  the  historians  that  come  after  him,  agree  in  the 
same  thing-,  that  this  was  no  festival  in  the  Church  till  the 
time  of  Justin,  or  Justinian.  Cedrcnus'  tixes  its  original  to 
the  last  year  of  Justin.  But  Landulphus  Sngax,^  Siflridus 
Presbyter,*  Martin  Polonus,*  Nicephorus,*  Sigebert,"  and 
Paulus  Diaconus,^  cited  by  Xylander,''and  Suicerus,^deduce 
it  only  from  the  reign  of  Justinian.  And  Baronius  himself" 
does  not  deny  it,  only  he  would  have  it  first  instituted  in 
honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  which  the  very  name  of  Hypa- 
pante  confutes,  which  signifies  the  coming  of  Simeon  to 
meet  the  Lord  in  his  temple,  according  to  the  revelation 
made  to  him,  that  he  should  not  see  death,  till  he  had  seen 
the  Lord's  Christ :  and  the  Greeks  always  reckoned  it  among' 
those  festivals,  which  they  called  Festa Dominica,  festivals 
appointed  in  honour  of  our  Lord  as  Leo  Allatius  himself 
informs  us. 

Sect.  0. — Tlie  Original  of  Festivals  in   Honour  of  Confessors  and  other 

Holy  Men. 

He  that  would  see  more  of  the  increase  and  progress  of 
festivals,may  consult  Hospinian,"  who  has  noted  the  original 
of  every  distinct  festival  successively  as  they  were  instituted 
in  the  following  ages  of  the  Church.  I  only  note  that  he 
allows  confessors  and  other  holy  men  to  have  had  their  me- 
morials something  earlier  than  Cardinal  Bona  himself  will 
allow.  For  Bona  thinks  this  honour  was  only  paid  to  mar- 
tyrs properly  so  called,'^  and  not  to  confessors,  or  any  other 
saints  for  the  four  first  ages:  and  he  says,  that  in  Fronto's 
kalendar,  written  about  nine  hundred  years  ago,  there  are 

'  Cedren.  Compend.  \i.  300.  *  Landiilph.  Vit.  Justin. 

■•  Silfrid.  Kpilom.  Hist.  lib.  i.  *  Poloui  Chronic. 

*  Niceph.  lib.  xvii.  cap.  28.  «  Si!,'ebcrt.  an.  .')t2.  '  Paul. 

Diac.lib.xvi.  **  Xyland.  Not.  in  Cedren.  p.  OSS. 

"  Suicer.  TUesaur.  Eccles.  torn.  ii.p.  1374..  '"  IJuroii.  an.  5H.  toni. 

vii.p.  350.  "  Hospin.  de  Fi-stis.  cap.  iv.  '^  Bona  Ucr. 

liiturp.  lib.  i.cap.  xv.Tn.  2.  Confcssorum  fcslivifatcs  striiis  rici>|)t!u  sunt 
111  (Tcicsifi,  ct  in  Kronlonis  Calcndario  ante  nongrnlos  aiuios  scripto  non  nisi 
({uutuorascripti  sunt,  lJii'f,'orius  .^lagn^^.  Lio  Pa|ia.  Martinus  Turuncnsi-s. 
vt  Sjlrtiter. 
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not  above  four  saints,  that  were  not  martyrs,  named  through- 
out the  whole  year,  viz.  Pope  Sylvester,  Pope  Leo,  Martin 
of  Tours,  and  Gregory  the  Great.  But  Hospinian's  obser- 
vation is  more  exact :  for  Sozomen  says  expressly,'  that  it 
was  customary  in  Palestine  long  before  to  celebrate  the  an- 
niversary days  of  such  men  as  had  been  eminent  among 
them  for  piety  and  virtue,  such  as  Hilarion  of  Gaza,  Abrilius 
of  Anthedon,  Alexion  of  Berthagathon,  and  Alaphion  of 
Asalea,  who  were  no  martyrs,  but  only  men  of  renown  for 
their  piety,  by  whose  virtues  the  Christian  religion  had  made 
a  considerable  progress  in  many  heathen  cities  in  the  reign 
of  Constantius  ;  for  which  reason  their  memory  was  cele- 
brated in  those  places  with  the  anniversary  festivals.  And 
so  Baronius^  observes  out  of  St.  Jerom,^  that  Hilarion  him- 
self kept  a  vigil  preceding  the  day  of  Antonius's  death  in  " 
commemoration  of  him.  Therefore  whatever  might  be  the 
custom  of  the  Western  Church,  it  is  plain  in  the  eastern 
parts  the  anniversary  commemoration  of  confessors  and  other 
eminent  saints  was  introduced  a  little  sooner. 


•  Sozom.  lib.  iii.  cap.  14.  *  Baron,  an.  358.  n.  23. 

'  Hieron.  Vit.  Hilarion.  cap.  xxvi.  Confessus  est  fratribus  instare  diem  Dor- 
mitionis  beali  Antonii;  et  pervigilera  noctem  in  ipso  quo  dcfunctus  fuerat 
loco,  asedeberecelebrari. 
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BOOK  XXI. 

OF   THE    FASTS    IN  USE  IN  THE  ANCIENT  CHURCH. 


CHAP.  I. 

Of  the  Quadragesimal  or  Lent  Fast. 

Sect.  1. — What  this  Fast  was  originally,  Forty  Days  or  Forty  Hours. 

Next  to  the  festivals  observed  in  the  Ancient  Church,  we 
are  to  take  a  view  of  their  solemn  and  stated  times  of  fast- 
ing. These,  like  the  festivals,  were  some  of  them  weekly, 
and  some  annual,  that  is,  such  as  returned  at  a  certain 
season  only  once  a  year.  Among-  those  that  came  only  once 
a  year,  the  Quadragesimal  or  Lent  fast,  was  the  most  famous. 
The  Greeks  called  it  TioaaoaKozi],  and  the  Latins  Quadrage- 
sima, both  which  words  denote  the  number  forty,  whence 
this  fast  for  some  reason  was  called  Quadragesimal,  but 
whether  for  its  being  a  fast  of  forty  days,  or  only  forty  hours, 
is  variously  disputed  among  learned  men.  They  of  the 
Romish  Church  generally  maintain,  that  it  was  always  a 
fast  of  forty  days,  and  that  as  such  it  was  of  apostolical  in- 
stitution. And  there  are  some  of  the  Protestant  communion, 
who  are  of  the  sam<?  (^[)inion.  Others  think  it  was  only  of 
ecclesiastical  institution,  and  therefore  as  it  was  variable 
iiiul  alterable  by  the  Church's  power,  so  it  was  variously  ob- 
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served  in  different  Churches,  and  grew  by  degrees  from  a 
fast  of  forty  hours  to  a  fast  of  forty  days,  still  retaining-  the 
name  of  tlie  Quadragesimal  fast  under  all  its  variations. 
This  is  what  Bishop  Morton,'  and  Bishop  Taylor,^  and  Peter 
du  Moulin,^  and  Daille,*  and  Chamier,^  have  largely  disputed 
against  the  Romanists.  And  even  among  the  Papists  some 
writers  of  no  mean  rank,  such  as  Melchior  Canus,^  and  Ca- 
jetan  say,'  it  was  only  such  an  apostolical  rule  or  custom,  as 
left  the  Church  at  liberty  to  alter  it,  as  she  did  some  other 
things,  upon  just  and  proper  occasions,  and  to  abrogate  it 
by  introducing  a  contrary  practice.  But  this  is  a  question  I 
shall  not  here  debate,  but  only  enquire  into  matter  of  fact, 
by  whom  this  fast  was  first  instituted,  and  of  what  duration 
and  length  it  was  when  it  first  began  to  be  observed  in  the 
Church.  Dr.  Cave,  in  his  Primitive  Christianity,  p.  I  82, 
says,  this  fast  was  very  ancient,  but  far  from  being-  an  apos- 
tolical Canon.  And  he  cites  Mr.  Thorndike,  of  religious  as- 
semblies, together  with  Bishop  Taylor  for  the  same  opi- 
nion. 


Sect.  2. — Some  Probability  that  at  first  it  was  only  a  Fast  of  Forty  Hours^ 
or  the  Two  Days  from  the  Passion  to  the  Resurrection. 

Now  the  reasons  persuading  learned  men  to  believe  that 
it  was  not  instituted  by  the  Apostles,  at  least  not  as  any  ne- 
cessary rule  obliging  all  men  to  fast  forty  days,  are  these 
that  follow. 

1.  Because  there  is  some  probability  that  at  first  it  was 
only  a  fast  of  forty  hours,  or  the  time  that  our  Saviour  lay 
in  the  grave,  that  is,  the  Friday  and  Saturday  before  Easter, 
the  time  that  Christ  the  bridegroom  was  taken  from  his  dis- 
ciples between  his  passion  and  his  resurrection.    TertuUian, 


'  Morton.  Catholick  Appeal,  lib.  ii.  cap.  xxiv.  p.  304.  '  Taylor. 

Duct.  Dubitant.Booklll.  cap.iv.  p.  631,  &c.  *  Moulin.  Novelty  of 

Popery,  lib.  vii.  controv.  v.  cap.  vii.  p.  516.  *  Dallae.  de  Jejun.  et 

Quadrages.  lib.  iii.  cap.  9.  *  Chamier.  Panstrat.  torn.  iii.  lib.  xix. 

cap.  7.  "^  Canus  Loc.  Theol.  lib.  iii.  cap.  .5.  'Cajetan. 

was   censured  by  Catharin  for  this.    Vid.  Illyricura  de    Pedis   Papisticis, 
p.  143. 


1  10  THE    ANTIQUITIES    OF   THE  [BOOK  XXI. 

when  he  was  a  Montanist,  disputini:;-  against  the  Catholics, 
says,*  they  thought  themselves  obliged  only  to  observe 
those  two  days,  in  which  the  biidegfioom  was  taken  away 
from  them.  This  he  elsewhere  calls  the  Paschal  fast,* 
which  all  observed  in  common  as  a  public  fast  with  great 
relig-ion.  And  again,^  objecting  to  the  Catholics  their  ob- 
servation of  other  fasts,  besides  the  two  days,  in  which 
Christ  was  taken  away  from  them,  such  as  the  half-fasts  of 
their  stationary  days,  and  their  other  fasts  upon  bread  and 
water,  he  makes  them  answ  er,  that  those  other  fasts  were 
kept  at  every  man's  liberty  and  will,  and  not  by  any  express 
command.  So  that  they  thought  themselves  obliged  only 
to  observe  those  two  days,  on  which  the  bridegroom  was 
taken  away  from  them.  This  Irena^us  calls  the  fast  of  forty 
hours  before  Easter,  if  we  retain  the  vulgar  and  common 
reading.  For  writing  to  Pope  Victor  about  the  dilierence 
between  the  Eastern  and  Western  Churches  concerning  the 
time  of  Easter,  he  tells  him,*  there  had  been  differences  not 
only  about  the  time  of  Easter,  but  about  the  manner  of  fast- 
ing. For  some  thought  they  ought  to  fast  one  day,  others 
two,  others  more ;  and  others  measured  their  day  (or  their 
fast,  as  Valesius  observes  it  ought  to  be  read)  by  the  com- 
putation of  forty  hours,  joining  day  and  night  together. 
And  this  variety  among  those  that  observe  the  fast  did  not 
begin  in  our  age,  but  long  before  us  among  our  ancestors, 
many  of  whom  probably  not  being  very  curious  and  exact 
in  their  observation,  handed  down  to  posterity  the  custom 
as  it  had  been,  through  simplicity  or  private  fancy,  intro- 
duced among  them.  And  yet,  nevertheless,  all  these  lived 
peaceably  one  with  another,  and  we  also  keep  peace  to- 

'  Tertul.  de  Jt-jun.  cap.  2.  Certd  in  evangelio  illos  dies  jejunio  determi- 
natos  pntant,  in  quibus  ablatus  est  sponsus;  et  hos  esse  jam  solos  legltiiiios 
jcjunioruiii  Clirislianoruiii.  ^  Tertul.  de  Orat.  cap.  14.     Sic  et 

die  Pascha;,  quo  coniuiuiiis  et  quasi  publica  jcjunii  rclij^io  est,  morito  dcpo- 
iiiiiius  osculuin.  "  Tertul.  dc  Jcjuii.  cap.  13.     Convenio  vos  et 

priutcr  Pascha  jijuiiuntcs  citra  illos  dies  quibus  ablatus  est  sponsus  :  et  sta- 
tioiiuni  htiiiijcjunia  int(r|)oiient(s,  et  vos  intirduni  pane  it  aquTi  victilantcs, 
ut  cujquc  visum  est :  dcniquc  rcspondetis  lia;c  ex  urbitrio  agenda,  iion  ex 
imperio.  *  Ireniu.  ap.  Kuseb.  lib.  v.  cap.  24. 
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gether.  For  the  difference  in  observing-  the  fast  does  only 
so  much  the  more  commend  the  common  unity  of  faith,  in 
which  all  are  agreed.  1  must  not  here  conceal  from  the 
reader,  that  there  are  several  learned  men,  who  think  one 
clause  in  this  passage  ought  to  be  read  a  little  otherwise. 
They  say,  Rufiin's  old  translation  and  Sir  H.  SaviPs  copy 
read  it  thus :  some  fast  one  day,  some  two,  some  more,  some 
forty  days.  Hence  they  also  argue,  that  a  Lent  of  forty 
days  was  observed  in  the  time  of  Irenaeus.  So  Bishop  Be- 
verege,*  Bishop  Patrick,^  Bishop  Hooper,^  and  others,  who 
have  written  peculiar  dissertations  on  this  subject.  On  the 
other  hand,  all  the  manuscripts  used  by  Stephens  and  Vale- 
sius  in  their  accurate  editions  are  so  pointed,  as  to  make  the 
word  forty  refer,  not  to  days,  but  hours  only.  It  is  no  easv 
matter  to  determine  a  point  of  such  a  critical  nature  be- 
tween so  many  learned  men ;  but  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
conjecture  in  so  obscure  a  case,  I  should  incline  to  compro- 
mise the  dispute,  and  as  it  were,  divide  the  matter  between 
them,  by  saying,  first,  that  in  the  time  of  Irenaeus  and  Ter- 
tullian,  the  Catholics  allowed  the  fast  of  forty  hours  be- 
tween our  Saviour's  death  and  resurrection,  call  it  a  fast  of 
one  or  two  days,  as  we  please,  to  have  the  nature  of  an 
evangelical  command,  partly  from  the  example  and  practice 
of  the  Apostles,  and  partly  from  those  words  of  our  Saviour, 
"  The  days  will  come  that  the  bridegroom  shall  be  taken 
from  them,  and  then  shall  they  fast :"  which,  as  we  have 
«een,  they  understood  of  the  time  of  about  forty  hours  that 
our  Saviour  lay  in  the  grave  ;  from  whence  it  is  not  impro- 
bable, that  the  first  notion  and  name  of  the  most  strict  Qua- 
drao-esimal  fast  miofht  take  its  original.  Which  is  enouffh 
to  prove  the  perpetuity  of  a  Quadragesimal  fast  before  Eas- 
ter, as  of  constant  use  in  the  Church.  2dly.  That  at  the 
same  time  that  Irenaeus  and  Tertullian  wrote,  there  were 
other  additional  days  of   fasting-  superadded  to  these   by 


'  Bevereg.  Cod.  Can.  Vindic.  lib.iii.  cap.  7.  *  Patrick  of 

•Fasting  in  Lent.  chap.  xvi.  p.  143.  ^  Discourse  of  Lent.  Part  I. 

chap-  iii. 
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several  Cliurches,  but  with  a  great  deal  of  variety  in  their 
number  and  observation,  being  at  every  Church's  liberty  to 
appoint  what  numl)er  of  these  additional  days  she  thought 
fit,  which,  though  they  were  in  some  Cliurches  more,  and  in 
some  fewer,  and  none  of  them  full  forty  days,  till  after  the 
time  of  Grcg'ory  the  Great,  yet  they  all  went  by  the  name 
of  the  Quadragesimal  fast,  either  because  they  came  near 
the  number  of  forty  days,  or  because  they  were  an  appendix 
to  the  Paschal  fast,  which  was  most  ancient,  and  originally 
called  Quadragesimal.  When  first  these  additional  days 
came  in,  is  not  very  easy  to  determine  ;'  but  that  they  were 
taken  up  by  some  Churches  in  the  time  of  Irenaeus  and  Ter- 
tullian  is  beyond  dispute,  from  what  has  been  alleged  out 
of  each  of  them :  for  they  both  speak  of  more  days  than 
two  as  observed  in  many  Churches,  only  with  this  difference, 
that  the  one  were  observed  as  more  necessary,  being  found- 
ed upon  the  words  of  Christ  himself;  and  the  other  were  at 
the  Churches'  free  liberty  and  choice,  as  being  purely  of 
ecclesiastical  institution,  and  therefore  varying  in  their 
number  in  different  Churches,  according  to  the  wisdom  and 
discretion  of  those  that  appointed  them.  And  this  opens 
the  way  to  a  second  argument  or  reason,  inducing  many 
learned  men  to  believe,  that  the  Lent  fast,  as  comprising  the 
precise  number  of  forty  days,  was  neither  of  apostolical  in- 
stitution nor  practice. 

.Sect.  3. — Great  Variety  in  Point  of  Time  observable  in  the  Celebration  of 
this  Fast  in  many  Churches. 

Because  if  there  had  been  any  such  apostolical  order  or 
example,  it  is  scarce  accountable  how  such  great  variety  in 
point  of  time  should  immediately  happen  in  the  observation 
of  this  fast,  as  we  are  sure  in  fact  did  happen  in  many 
Churches  ;  some  keeping  it  only  three  weeks,  some  six, 
some  seven,  and  yet  none  of  them  hitting  upon  the  precise 
number  of  forty  days  of  fasting.     Socrates'  gives  this  ac- 


'  Bishop  Gunnloff,  Lent  Fust,  p.  114,  thinks  there    is  mention   made  of  a 
ten  day's  fast  in  I.ucians  Philopatris.  *  Socrat.  lib.  v.  cap.'i'i. 
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count  of  it  in  describing*  the  difference  of  rites  and  ceremo- 
nies in  divers  Churches.  "One  may  observe,"  says  he,"  how 
the  Ante-Paschal  fast  is  differently  observed  by  men  of  dif- 
ferent Churches.  The  Romans  fast  three  weeks  before 
Easter,*  only  the  Sabbaths  and  Lord's  days  excepted.  The 
Illyrians,  and  all  Greece,  and  the  Alexandrians,  fast  six 
weeks,  and  call  that  the  Quadragesimal  fast.  Others 
(meaning-  the  Constantinopolitans)  begin  their  fast  seven 
weeks  before  Easter,  but  only  fast  fifteen  days  by  intervals, 
and  yet  they  also  call  this  the  Quadragesimal  fast.  And  it 
is  wonderful,  that  when  they  differ  so  much  about  the  num- 
ber of  days,  they  should  all  call  it  Quadragesimal,  and 
assign  different  reasons  for  this  appellation.  But  we  may 
observe  not  only  a  difference  in  the  number  of  days,  but  in 
the  manner  of  their  abstinence.  For  some  abstain  from  all 
living  creatures  ;  others  of  all  living  creatures  only  eat  fish  ; 
some  eat  fowls  together  with  fish,  because,  according  to 
Moses,  they  say,  they  come  of  water.  Others  abstain  from 
seeds  (or  berries)  and  eggs;  others  eat  dry  bread  only,  and 
some  not  so  much  as  that.  There  are  some  that  fast  till 
nine  o'clock,  that  is,  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  eat  any 
kind  of  meat.  Other  nations  observe  other  customs  in  their 
fasts,  and  that  for  various  reasons.  And  since  no  one  can 
shew  any  written  rule  about  this,  it  is  plain  the  Apostles  left 
this  matter  free  to  every  one's  liberty  and  choice,  that  no 
one  should  be  compelled  to  do  a  good  thing  out  of  neces- 
sity or  fear."  Sozomen  gives  the  like  account  of  these  va- 
riations.^ "  The  Quadragesimal  ast  before  Easter,"  says  he, 
"  some  observe  six  weeks,  as  the  Illyrians  and  Western 
Churches,  and  all  Lybia,  Egypt,  and  Palestine ;  others  make 
it  seven  weeks,  as  the  Constantinopolitans  and  neighbouring 
nations  as  far  as  Phoenicia ;  others  fast  three  only  of  those 
six  or  seven  weeks  by  intervals  ;  others  the  three  weeks 
next  immediately  before  Easter,  and  others  fast  only  two 
weeks,  as  the  Montanists." 


'  Some  think  this  is  only  to  be  understood  of  the  Novatians  at  Rome. 
.See  Bishop  Hooper  of  Lont,  p.  84  and  139.  *  Sozom.  lib.  vii.  cap.  19, 


144  THE    ANTIQUITIES    OF  THE  BOOK   XXI. 


Sect.  4. — liput  consisted  not  of  above  Tliirty-six  Fasting  Days  in  any 
Churcli  till  tlu'  Time  of  Gregory  the  Great,  because  all  Sundays  were 
universally  excepted  out  of  the  Fast,  and  all  Saturdays  except  one  in  all 
the  Eastern  Churches. 

Cassian  has  something-  of  the  same  observation  :  for,  he 
says,  some  Churches  kept  their  Lent  six  weeks,  and  some 
seven ;  and  yet  none  of  tlietn  made  their  iast  above  thirty- 
six  days  in  the  whole.  For  though  six  weeks  be  forty-two 
days,  yet  all  Sundays  were  excepted  out  of  the  fast;  and 
then  six  days  being  subducted,  there  remained  but  thirty- 
six  days  of  fasting.  In  like  manner  those  Churches,  which 
kept  seven  weeks,  that  is,  fo;ty-nine  days,  to  their  Lent,  ev- 
cepted  not  only  the  Lord's  day,  but  all  Saturdays  save  one, 
out  of  the  number  of  fasting-days  ;  and  therefore  thirteen 
days  upon  that  account  being  subducted,^  the  remainder  was 
still  but  ihirty-six.  And  this  was  the  whole  of  Lent  till  the 
time  of  Gregory  the  Great,  who  speaks  of  forty-two  days^ 
as  the  appointment  of  Lent,  but  taking  away  the  Sundays, 
the  remainder  is  only  thirty-six.  Now  that  this  was  so,  is 
evident  from  what  has  been  discoursed  before  of  the  Lord's 
day  and  the  Sabbath,^  where  I  have  fully  shewn,  that  the 
Lord's  day  was  never  allowed  to  be  kept  a  fast,  but  always 
observed  as  a  festival,  even  in  Lent,  in  all  Churches  of  the 
world;  and  in  the  Oriental  Churches  the  Saturday  or  Sab- 
bath was  excepted  out  of  the  number  of  fast-days  also. 
To  what  I  have  said  before,  I  shall  only  add  here  one  pas- 
sage of  Chrysostom,  whc-re  he  gives  the  reason  why  this 
exception  of  these  two  days  was  made  in  the  Lent-fast :  as 
there  are  stations,  says  he,*  and  inns  in  the  public  roads  for 
weary  travellers  to  refresh  themselves,  and  rest  from  their 
labours,  that  they  may  more  cheerfully  go  on  again  in  their 


'  Cassian.  Collat.  xxi.  cap-'i^.  &c.  Vid.  Basil.  Horn.  2.  de  Jejunio.  tom.i. 
p.  228.  Honi.  It.  cont.  Kliriet.  p.  HO.    .  »  Greg.  Honi.  10.  in 

Kvangelia.  toin.  iii.  p.  12.     Sex  dies  Dominici   subtraliunlur,   non  plus  in 
abstint'ntiil  quam  trif;iiita  et  sex  dies  remanent.  "  Book  \\. 

chap.  ii.  sect.  5.  and  chap.  iii.  sect.  5.  ♦  Chrys.  Iloni.  11.  \u 

Gen.  t.  ii.  p.  100. 
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journey:  and  as  in  the  sea  there  are  shores  and  havens  for 
seamen  to  betake  themselves  to  when  they  are  in  a  storm, 
and  refresh  themselves  from  the  violence  of  the  winds,  and 
then  beg-in  sailing"  again  ;  so  the  Lord  hath  appointed  these 
two  days  in  the  week,  as  stations,  and  inns,  and  shores,  and 
havens,  for  those  to  rest  in,  who  have  taken  upon  them  the 
course  of  fasting-  in  this  holy  time  of  Lent,  that  they  may 
refresh  their  bodies  a  little  from  the  labour  of  fastinof,  and 
recreate  their  minds,  and  after  these  two  days  are  past,  to 
go  on  ag-ain  with  cheerfulness  in  the  journey,  which  they 
have  begun.  From  hence  it  is  apparent,  that  in  some  of  the 
Eastern  Churches,  where  the  whole  time  of  Lent  was  but 
six  weeks  or  forty-two  days,  when  the  Saturdays  and  Sun- 
days were  deducted,  the  remainder  of  fasting  days  were 
not  above  one-and-thirty;  and  where  they  were  most,  not 
above  thirty-six.     See  Bishop  Gunning,  Lent  fast,  p.  156. 

Sect.  5. — Who  first  added  Ash-Wednesday  and  the  other  three  Days  in  the 
Roman  Church  to  the  beginning  of  LenL 

Who  first  added  Ash-Wednesday  and  the  other  three  days 
to  the  beginning  of  Lent  in  the  Roman  Church,  to  make 
them  completely  forty,  is  not  agreed  among  their  own  wri- 
ters. Some  say,  it  was  the  work  of  Gregory  the  Gr^at,  but 
others  ascribe  it  to  Gregory  the  Second,  who  lived  above  an 
hundred  years  after,  in  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century. 
But  as  Azorius  says,*  it  is  not  very  material,  whether  of  the 
two  was  the  author  of  the  addition,  since  it  is  confessed  to 
be  an  addition  to  Lent,  after  it  had  continued  six  hundred 
years  without  it.  And  this  is  a  plain  demonstration,  that 
Lent  in  this  notion  at  least,  as  taken  for  the  precise  number 
of  a  forty  days  fast,  could  not  be  of  apostolical  institution, 
whatever  it  might  be  in  any  other  form  or  duration. 

Sect.  6. — Whether  the  Ancients  reputed  Lent  to  be  an  Apostolical 
Institution. 

But  many  of  the  Ancients  do  not  allow  it  in  any  form  to  be 
an  apostolical  institution,  but  only  an  useful  order  and  ap- 

'  Azor.  Inetitut.  Moral,  lib.  vii.  (fap.  12.  par.  1. 
VOL.  VU.  L 
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pointiDcnt  of  the  Cliurch.  So  Cassian  says  expressly,'  that 
as  long-  as  the  perfection  of  the  primitive  Church  remained 
inviolable,  there  was  no  observation  of  Lent:  but  when  men 
bcg-an  to  decline  from  the  apostolical  fervour  of  devotion, 
and  g-ive  themselves  overmuch  to  worldly  alTairs,  then  the 
priests  in  general  agreed  to  recall  them  from  secular  cares 
by  a  canonical  induction  of  fasting,  and  setting*  aside  a  tenth 
of  their  time  for  God.  For  so  he  reckons,-  that  the  thirty-six 
days,  which  was  then  the  fixed  term  of  Lent,  were  by  com- 
putation the  tenth  of  the  whole  year.  Cassian  was  a  disci- 
ple of  St.  Chrysostom's,  and  he  seems  to  have  had  his  notion 
and  sentiments  about  the  original  of  Lent  from  him :  for 
Chrysostom  gives  much  the  same  account  of  it:^  wliy  do  we 
fast  these  forty  days?  Many  heretofore  were  used  to  come 
to  the  communion  indevoutly  and  inconsiderately,  especially 
at  this  time,  when  Christ  first  gave  it  to  his  disciples  :  there- 
fore our  forefathers  considering  the  mischief  arising  from  such 
careless  approaches,  meeting  together  appointed  forty  days 
for  fasting  and  prayer,and  hearing  of  sermons,and  holy  assem- 
blies, that  all  men  in  these  days  being  carefully  purified  by 
prayer,  and  alrasdeeds,  and  fasting,  and  watching,  and  tears, 
and  confession  of  sins,  and  other  the  like  exercises,  might 
come  according  to  their  capacity  with  a  pure  conscience  to  the 
holy  table.  St.  Austin  sometimes  delivers  himself  after  the 
same  manner,  though  at  other  times  he  seems  to  derive  the 
original  of  Lent  from  the  authority  of  the  Gospel.  In  one 
place  he  says,*  though  fasting  in  general  be  prescribed  in 
the  New  Testament,  yet  what  days  men  ought  to  fast,  or 

'  Cassian.  Collat.  xxi.  cap.  30.  Sciendutn  igitur  sane,  hancobservantiam 
Quadragesima;,  quatndiu  ccclcsije  illius  primitlvo?  peifectio  inviolata  per- 
mansit,  pnnitus  non  fuisse. — Veruin  cum  ab  illfi  apostolicfi  devotione  doscis- 
cens,  ([uotidie  crcdentium  multitiido  suis  oj)ihus  incubaret,  &c.  Id  tunc 
universis  sacerdotibus  placuit,  ut  liomines  curis  siGularibus  iliigatos,  et 
pcne  coiilinentiit!  vel  compunctionis  ignaros,  ad  opus  sanctum  canonicfi  jeju- 
niorum  indiclione  revocarcnt,  et  velut  Icgalium  dccimarum  necessitate  com- 
jiellerent.  *  V'id.  Cnssiaii.  ibid.  cap.  xxv. 

'  Chrys.  Horn.  lii.     In  ens  ((ui  primo  Pascha  jejuiiant.  tom.  t.  p.  709. 
*  Aug.  Ep.  Ixxxvi.  ad  Casulan.  p.   l\l.     Ego  in  Evangclicis   et  Apostolicis 

lileris video  |)ru'ce[)lum  esse  jejunium  ;  quibus  autem  diebus  non  opor- 

teat  jejunare,  el  quibus  oportcat,  praccepto  Domini  vel  Apostoloruiu  non  in- 
Teniu  deflnitum. 
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what  not,  he  finds  not  defined  by  any  precept  of  Christ  or 
his  Apostles.  In  another  place  specifying-  more  particularly 
the  several  solemnities  observed  hy  Christians,  he  says,* 
*'  there  was  some  foundation  and  authority  for  them  in  Scrip- 
ture: for  we  know  out  of  the  Gospel  what  day  our  Lord  suf- 
fered and  was  buried,  and  rose  again  from  the  dead,  and 
therefore  the  observation  of  these  days  was  added  by  the 
Councils  of  the  Fathers,  and  the  whole  world  was  persuad- 
ed to  celebrate  the  Pasch  after  that  manner.  The  forty  days 
fast  has  authority  both  in  the  Old  Testament  from  the  fast 
of  Moses  and  Elias,  and  also  from  the  Gospel,  because  our 
Lord  fasted  so  many  days."  He  adds  a  little  after ,^  that  the 
supputation  of  Easter  and  fifty  days  of  Pentecost  are  firmly 
collected  out  of  Scripture.  For  as  the  custom  of  the  Church 
has  confirmed  the  observation  of  those  forty  days  before 
Easter,  so  has  it  also  confirmed  the  distinction  that  is  made 
between  the  eig-ht  days  of  Neophytes  (or  the  time  of  the 
newly  baptized  wearing  their  white  g'arments)  from  the  rest, 
that  the  eighth  day  might  accord  with  the  first.  Here  are 
two  things  very  observable  in  St.  Austin's  words.  1.  That 
the  authority  and  foundation,  which  the  Lent  fast  has 
out  of  the  Gospel,  is  the  same  that  it  has  out  of  the 
Old  Testament,  which  was  not  any  precept,  but  the  ex- 
ample of  Moses  and  Elias.  2.  That  the  Lent  fast  is  owing 
to  the  Councils  of  the  Fathers  and  the  custom  of  the  Church, 
in  like  manner  as  the  eight  days  of  the  Neophytes,  and  the 
fifty  days  of  Pentecost  owe  their  observation  to  the  same 
original ;  concerning  which  no  one  doubts,  but  that  though 
there  may  be  remotely  some  foundation  for  them  in  Scrip- 
ture, yet  there  is  no  express  command,  but  that  they  owe 


'  Aug.  Ep.  cxix.  ad  Januar.  cap.  15.  Ex  Evangelic  quia  jam  manifestum 
est  quo  etiam  die  Doniinus  crucifixus  est,etin  sepulturQ,  fucrit,  et  resurrexit, 
adjuncta  est  etiana  ipsorum  dierum  observatio  per  Patruin  Concilia,  et  orbi 
universo  Christiano  pcrsuasuin  est  eo  inodo  Pascha  ceiebrarioportere.  Qua- 
dragesima sane  jejuniorumhabet  authoritatem  et  in  vcteribus  libris  ex  jeju- 
nio  Moysi  et  Eliae,  et  ex  Evangelic,  quia  totidem  diebus  Dominus  jejunavit. 
*  Ibid.  cap.  xvii.  Haec  de  scripturisfirmissime  tenentur, 
id  est,  Pascha  et  Pentecoste.  Nam  ut  quadraginta  illi  dies  ante  Pascha  ob- 
serventur,  ecclesiae  consuetude  roboravit,sic  etiam  ut  oeto  dies  Neophytorum 
dislinguantur  a  cceteris,  ideal,  ut  obtavusprirao  concinat. 

l2 
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their  original  purely  to  the  Councils  of  the  Fathers,  and  the 
custom  of  the  Church. 


Sect.  7. — In  what  Sense  some  of  them  say  it  is  a  Divine  Institution. 

Now  by  this  we  understand  what  others  of  the  Ancients 
mean,  when  thev  say,  the  forty  days  fast  is  a  divine  institu- 
tion, and  derived  from  the  authority  of  Scripture.  As  St. 
Jerom  says,*  Moses  and  Elias  fasting  forty  days,  were  filled 
with  the  conversation  of  God;  and  our  Lord  himself  fasted 
so  many  days  in  ihc  wilderness,  that  ho  might  leave  to  us 
the  solemn  days  of  fasting.  And  again,^  our  Lord,  the  true 
Jonas,  being  sent  to  preach  in  the  world,  fasted  forty  days, 
and  leaving  us  the  inheritance  of  fasting  under  this  number 
he  prepares  our  souls  for  the  eating  of  his  body.  There  are 
many  the  like  expressions  occur  in  the  writings  of  St.  Basil,^ 
Theophilus*  and  CyriP  of  Alexandria,  Petrus  Chrysologus,^ 
and  several  others,  which  Bishop  Beverege  has  put  together 
upon  this  occasion.  But  none  of  these  intended  to  say,  that 
there  is  any  direct  and  express  divine  command  for  it,  but 
only  some  precedent  or  example  in  the  extraordinary  prac- 
tice of  the  forty  days  fast  of  our  Saviour,  or  those  of  Moses 
and  Elias:  which  is  not  enough  to  ground  a  precept  upon, 
because  such  extraordinary  examples  are  not  imitable, 
neither  can  they  be  reduced  to  practice  but  in  a  mucli  lower 
way,  which  may  warrant  the  Church  to  appoint  a  fast  of  forty 
days,  but  not  to  impose  it  as  a  matter  of  divine  command. 
Chrysostom  among  the  Ancients  saw  this  very  clearly,  and 
therefore  he  says,^  Christ  did  not  say  to  his  disciples,  I  have 
fasted,  although  he  might  have  spoken  of  those  forty  days: 
but,  "  Learn  of  me,  for  1  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart :'  and 
when  he  sent  them  to  preach  the  Gospel,  he  did  not  tell 
them,  they  should  fast,  but  eat  such  things  as  were  set 
before  tliem.     This  I  speak  not,  says  he,  to  depreciate  fast- 


'  Hieron.  in  Isai.lviii.  p.  2G2.  '  Idem,  in  cap.  iii.Jonae. 

'  n  isil.  Ilnm.  ii.  <1"  Jejuii.  *  T,ifO|)ii.  P  ischnl.  Kp. 

•  Cyril,  lldinii.  l\isclia,  passim.  "Chrysol.  Ser.  xi.  ct  13G. 
'  Chryg.  Horn,  xlvii,  iii  Mat.  p.  i25. 
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ing",  God  forbid,  but  to  give  it  extraordinary  commenda- 
tions. Only  I  am  sorry  ye  should  think  this,  which  is  in  the 
lowest  rank  of  virtues,  sufficient  to  salvation,  wiiilst  other 
things  of  greater  value,  charity,  humility,  mercy,  which  ex- 
ceed even  virginity  itself,  arc  wholly  neglected.  By  this  it 
is  plain,  they  did  not  think  the  example  of  Christ  sufficient 
to  authorise  the  imposition  of  a  forty  days  fast  as  a  matter  of 
divine  injunction. 

Sect.  8. — How  far  allowed  to  be  a  Tradition  or  Canon  Apostolical. 

But  it  must  be  owned,  some  of  them  call  it  a  tradition  Or 
Canon  apostolical.  St.  Jerom  says,^  we  observe  one  Lent  in 
the  year  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  apostles.  Pope 
Leo  calls  it  the  apostolical  institution  of  a  forty  days  fast,^ 
which  the  apostles  instituted  by  the  direction  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  But  it  is  no  small  diminution  to  the  judgment  of 
Pope  Leo,  that  Mr.  Pagi  and  Quesnal  observe  of  him.^  that 
he  was  used  to  call  every  thing  an  apostolical  law,  which  he 
found  either  in  the  practice  of  his  own  Church,  or  decreed 
in  the  archives  of  his  predecessors,  Damasus  and  Siricius. 
And  for  St.  Jerom,  he  himself  tells  us,  he  sometimes  calls 
particular  customs  of  churches  by  the  name  of  apostolical 
traditions:  for  writing  about  the  sabbath,  which  some 
churches  kept  a  fast,  and  others  a  festival,  he  says,*  every 
country  may  abound  in  their  own  sense,  and  take  the  pre- 
cepts of  their  ancestors  for  apostolical  laws.  And  if  St.  Je- 
rom did  so  here,  we  may  easily  apprehend  his  meaning :  if 
he  did  otherwise,  he  was  certainly  mistaken:  since  itappears 
from  the  premises,  that  the  apostolical  Lent  was  much  short 
of  the  Lent  St.  Jerom  speaks  of,  and  increased  to  the  number 
of  forty  days  by  various  steps  and  gradations.  The  aposto- 
lical Lent  was  only  a  fast  of  a  few  days  before  Easter  :  by  the 
time  of  Dionysius,  of  Alexandria,  it  was  come  to  be  a  whole 


'  Hierou.  Ep.  liv.ad  Marcella.  *  Leo  Serm.  \i.  et  ix. 

de  Quadragesima.  '  Pagi.  Critic,  in  Baron,  an.  Ixvii.  n.  16. 

Quesnel.  ibid.  *  Hieron.  Ep.  xxviii.  ad  Lucin.  Unaquaeque 

provincia  abundct  in  sensu  suo,  ct  praecepta  majorum  leges  apostolicas  arbi- 
tretur. 
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week,  and  perhaps  somewhat  more,  anno  250,  A.t  Rome 
about  the  same  time  (as  a  very  learned  person  thinks,^  who 
has  written  very  accurately  upon  this  subject)  it  was  three 
weeks,  in  the  time  when  Cornelius  and  Novatian  were  con- 
tending about  the  bishopric  of  Rome :  which  made  the  fol- 
lowers of  Novatian  stick  to  that  term  in  the  times  of  Socrates, 
when  Lent  was  improved  to  six  weeks  in  Rome.  From  three 
weeks,  that  learned  person  thinks,  it  was  first  advanced  to 
six,  either  by  the  Council  of  Nice  in  its  fifth  Canon,  or  not 
long-  before  it.  And  then  it  began  commonly  to  be  called 
Quadragesima,  or  the  forty  days  fast,  because,  though  in 
strictness  the  fasting  days  were  but  thirty-six,  or  thirty-one, 
yet  the  first  of  them  was  at  least  forty  days  before  Easter, 
and  that  gave  denomination  to  the  whole.  And  thus  it  was 
in  the  time  of  St.  Jerorn  :  but  it  is  a  wrong  conclusion  in  him, 
that  because  there  was  an  apostolical  fast  of  some  few  days 
before  Easter,  which  afterwards  improved  by  various  degrees 
into  a  fast  of  forty  days, therefore  the  fast  of  forty  days  must 
needs  be  of  apostolical  institution:  and  it  is  more  insuffera- 
ble in  those,  who,  after  four  other  days  were  added  to  thirty- 
six  to  make  them  precisely  forty  days  of  fasting,  still  pretend 
it  is  the  very  same  Lent  that  was  originally  settled  in  the 
Church  by  the  apostles.  The  matter  in  itself  is  not  great, 
but  the  prejudice  and  confidence  of  men  in  managing  a  dis- 
pute is  wonderful,  when  they  will  maintain  a  paradox,  that 
may  with  such  glaring  evidence  be  so  easily  confuted.  For 
as  Bishop  Taylor  says  very  well  upon  the  point,^  if  any  man 
should  say,  that  kings  were  all  created  as  Adam  was,  in  full 
stature  and  manhood  by  God  himself  immediately,  he  could 
best  be  confuted  by  the  midwives  and  the  nurses,  the  school- 
masters, and  the  servants  of  the  fVimily,  and  by  all  the  neigh- 
bourhood, who  saw  them  born  infants,  who  took  them  from 
their  mother's  knees,  who  gave  them  suck,  who  carried  them 
in  their  arms,  who  made  them  coats,  and  taught  them  their 
letters,  who  observed  their  growth,  and  changed  their  minis- 
teries  about  their  persons.     The  same  is  the  case  of  the  pre- 


'  Bishop  Hooper  of  Lunt.  p.  I3*J  ctSi.  *  Taylor.  Duct. 

Dub   Book.  III.  cup.  iv.  p.  032. 
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sent  article.  He  that  says  our  Lent,  or  forty  days  fast  be- 
fore Easter,  was  established  by  the  apostles  in  tliat  full 
growth  and  state  we  now  see  it,  is  perfectly  confuted  by 
the  testimony  of  those  ages  that  saw  its  infancy  and  child- 
hood, and  helped  to  nurse  it  up  to  its  present  bulk.  And 
with  this  I  shall  end  the  present  inquiry  about  the  original 
and  progress  of  Lent  in  the  first  ages  of  the  Church. 

Sect.  9. — What  were  the  Causes  or  Reasons  for  instituting  the  Lent  Fast. 
1.  The  Apostles'  Sorrow  for  the  Loss  of  their  Master. 

The  next  inquiry  may  be  into  the  causes  and  reasons  of 
its  institution.  And  here  first  of  all,  if  we  respect  the  ori- 
ginal institution,  the  reason  is  given  by  TertuUian,  who 
makes  the  Catholics  say,  as  we  have  heard  before,  that  the 
reason  of  the  apostles  fasting  at  this  time  was,  because  the 
bridegroom  was  taken  away  from  them.  In  compliance 
with  which  practice  the  Ancients  generally  observed  those 
two  days,  in  which  our  Saviour  lay  in  the  grave,  with  the 
greatest  strictness,  as  we  shall  see  more  hereafter.  Though 
the  Montanists,  who  pretended  to  the  spirit  of  prophecy, 
understood  the  taking-  away  of  the  bridegroom  in  another 
sense,  for  our  Saviour's  ascension  or  assumption  into  hea- 
ven :  and  therefore  they  kept  one  of  their  Lents  or  fasts 
(for  they  had  three  in  the  year)  after  our  Lord's  ascension, 
in  opposition  to  the  Church,  which  celebrated  the  whole  time 
of  Pentecost  as  a  solemn  festival.  This  we  learn  from  St. 
Jerom,^  who  not  only  says,  the  Montanists  kept  three  Lents 
in  the  year,  but  also  that  they  kept  one  of  them  after  ascen- 
sion,^ pretending  to  know  by  their  new  inspiration,  that  that 
was  the  time,  which  our  Saviour  meant,  when  he  said,  the 
bridegroom  shall  be  taken  from  them,  and  then  shall  they 
fast.  So  both  the  Catholics  and  the  Montanists  agreed 
upon  the  reason  of  a  fast,  though  they  applied  it  to  a  difi'e- 
rent  time  according  to  their  different  apprehensions. 


'  Hieron.  Ep.  54.  ad  Marcellain.     lUi  tres  in  anno  faciunt  quadragesimas, 
quasi  tres  pass!  sint  salvatores.  *  Id.  Com.  in  Mat.  ix. 
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Sect.  10.— Secondly,  the  Declension  of  Christian  Piety  from  its  first  and 
primitive  Fervour. 

Cassian  g-ives  another  reason  for  the  institution  of  Lent  :* 
he  says  at  first   there  was  no  observation  of  Lent,  as  long 
as  the  perfection  of  the  primitive  Church  remained  inviola- 
ble:  for  they  who  fasted   as  it  were   all    the  year   round, 
were  not  tied  up  by  the  necessity  of  tliis  precept,   nor  con- 
fined within  tiie  strait  bonds  of  such  a  fast,  as  by  a  legal 
sanction :  but  when  the  multitude  of  believers  beg-an  to  de- 
part  from  that  apostolical  devotion,  and  brood  continually 
upon  their   riches;  when  instead  of  imparting  them  to  the 
common  use  of  all,  they  laboured  only  to  lay  them  up  and 
augment  them  for  their  own   private  expenses,  not  content 
to   follow   the  example  of  Ananias  and  Saphyra;    then  it 
seemed  good  to  all  the  bishops  by  a  canonical  induction  of 
fasts  to  recal  men  to  holy  works,  who  were  bound  with  se- 
cular cares,  and  had  almost  forgotten  what  contineney  and 
compunction  meant,  and  to  compel  them  by  the  necessity  of 
a  law  to  dedicate   the  tenth   of  their  time  to  God.      To  the 
same  purpose  Pope  Leo  says,^   whilst  men  are  distracted 
about  the  various  cares  of  this   life,   their  religious  hearts 
must  needs  be  defiled   with  the   dust  of   this  world :  and 
therefore  it  is  provided  by  the  great  benefit  of  this  divine 
institution,  that  the  purity  of  our  minds  might  be  repaired 
by  the  exercise  of   these  forty  days,  in   which  we  may  re- 
deem the  failings  of  other  times,  and  do  good  works,   and 
exercise  ourselves  in  relijr-ious  fastinir. 

Sect.  11. — Thirdly,  that  Men  might  prepare  themselves  for  a  worthy  Parti- 
cipation of  the  Communion  at  Easter. 

A  third  reason  was,  that  men  might  prepare  their  souls 
for  a  worthy  participation  of  the  communion  at  l^aster.  For 
though  men  at  first  were  used  to  communicate  every  Lord's 
day,  and  to  keep  themselves  continually  in  a  constant,  habi- 

'  Cassian  CoUat.  x.\i.  cap.  30.  "  Leo.  Scrm.  iv.  dc  Quadragesima. 
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tual  preparation  for  that  holy  mystery  ;  yet  as  the  primitive 
spirit  of  Ciiristiaiiity  declined,  men  came  by  degrees  to 
communicate  chiefly  at  Easter,  and  some  at  no  otlier  time 
but  that  only.  For  the  sake  of  these  men  therefore  the  ob- 
servation of  the  preceding  fast  was  much  urged,  that  by 
proper  and  spiritual  exercises,  they  might  be  duly  prepared 
to  receive  the  communion  at  Easter,  who  could  net  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  frequent  it  at  other  seasons.  This  is  what 
we  have  heard  St.  Chrysostom  say  before,^  that  because 
men  were  used  to  come  indevoutly  and  inconsiderately  to 
the  communion,  especially  at  Easter,  when  Christ  first  insti- 
tuted the  holy  supper,  therefore  the  Fathers  considering  the 
mischiefs  arising  from  such  careless  approaches,  met  tog-e- 
ther, and  appointed  forty  days  of  fasting,  that  in  these  days 
men  being  carefully  purified  by  prayer,  and  almsdceds,  and 
fasting,  and  watching,  and  tears,  and  confession  of  sins, 
and  other  the  like  exercises,  might  come  with  a  pure  con- 
science to  the  holy  table  To  the  same  purpose  in  another 
place,^  as  they  that  take  great  pains  to  run  in  a  race,  reap  no 
advantage,  if  they  fail  of  the  prize :  so  we  have  no  benefit 
from  all  the  labour  and  pains  we  bestow  upon  fasting,  un- 
less we  can  come  with  a  pure  conscience  to  partake  of  the 
holy  table.  For  this  end  we  use  fasting  and  Lent,  and  as- 
semblies for  so  many  days  together,  and  hearing,  and  pray- 
ing, and  preaching,  that  by  our  diligence  in  the  use  of  these 
means,  and  regard  to  the  divine  commands,  we  may  wipe  off 
the  sins  of  the  whole  year  that  stick  to  us,  and  so  with  spi- 
ritual boldness  and  reverence  partake  of  the  unbloody  sa- 
crifice. The  like  is  said  by  St.  Jerom,^  that  our  Lord  fasting 
forty  days,  and  leaving  us  the  inheritance  of  fasting  under 
this  number,  prepares  our  souls  for  the  eating  of  his  body. 
And  this  I  take  to  have  been  the  principal  cause  of  the 
Church's  enlarging  her  Lent  to  the  length  of  forty  days,  as 
occasion  required,  from  such  small  beginnings,  as  it  seems 
to  have  had  in  its  first  oriorinal. 


'  Chrys.  Horn.  52.    In  eos  qui  primo  Pascha  jejunant.  t.  v.  p.  709. 
Horn.  xxii.  de  IrS.  t.  i.  p.  276.  *  Ilicron.  in  Jon.  cap.  iii. 
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Sect  12.— Fourthly,  that  Catechumens  might  prepare  themselves  for  Baptism. 

Besides  these  g-eneral  reasons  for  the  observation  of  Lent, 
there  were  two  particular  reasons  more  peculiarly  respect- 
ing- two  orders  of  men  in  the  Church,  viz.  the  Catechumens, 
who  were  preparing-  for  baptism,  and  the  Penitents,  who  were 
preparing  for  absolution.  It  has  been  noted  elsewhere,' 
that  Easter  was  the  fixed  and  solemn  time  both  for  admittinfif 
Catechumens  to  baptism,  and  re-admitting  penitents  after 
lapsing-,  and  performing  a  solemn  penance,  into  the  commu- 
nion of  the  Church  again.  And  solemn  fasting-  was  prepa- 
ratory to  each  of  these.  Justin  Martyr  speaks  of  a  general 
fast  of  the  whole  Church  together  with  the  Catechumens,* 
who  presented  themselves  to  baptism  ;  as  many,  says  he, 
as  are  persuaded,  and  do  believe  that  the  things  taught  and 
said  by  us  are  true,  and  promise  to  live  accordingly,  they 
are  instructed  to  pray,  and  with  fasting-  to  beg  of  God  re- 
mission of  sins,  we  praying  and  fasting  together  with 
them.  Then  they  are  brought  to  the  place  where  wa- 
ter is,  and  are  veirenerated  after  the  same  manner  of 
regeneration  as  we  were  regenerated  before  them.  This 
is  a  plain  account  of  a  pul)lic  fast  before  baptism.  Af- 
terward when  the  time  of  baptism  was  settled  to  Easter, 
it  is  certain,  the  Lent  fast  was  observed  by  the  Catechumens, 
as  preparatory  to  their  baptism  For  Cyril  of  Jerusalem 
thus  addresses  himself  to  the  Catechumens  :^  the  present 
season  is  a  season  of  confession :  all  worldly  cares  are  to 
be  laid  aside  ;  for  you  strive  for  your  souls.  You  that  have 
been  busy  about  the  things  of  the  world,  and  troubled  in 
vain  so  many  years,  will  ye  not  bestow  forty  days  in  prayer 
for  the  salvation  of  your  souls  ?  So  again,*  there  is  a  large 
time  given  you  :  you  have  the  penance  before  you  of  forty 
days,  suflicient  space  and  opportunity  to  put  off  the  old 
garmefils,  and  [)ut  on  the  new.  Upon  this  account  all  can- 
ditates  of  baptism  were  obliged  to  give  in  their  names  forty 
days  before  baptism,  which  Cyril  calls  6\>ofxuToy^m<\>ia,^  the 
entcrin(j  of  their  names,  in  the  same  place.  This  is  inti- 
mated by  the   fourth  Council   of  Carthago,   which  orders, 

'  IJook.  IX.  chap.  vi.  bfct.  7.  "  Justin.  Apol.  ii.  p.  93. 

*  Cyril.  Cutecli.  i.  n.  6.  »  Id.  iu  Prffifal.  ii.  iii.  *  Ibid.  u.  i.  el  iii 
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that  they,  who  are  to  receive  baptism,^  shall  give  in  their 
names,  and  continue  a  long  time  under  abstinence  from  wine 
and  flesh,  and  use  imposition  of  hands,  and  frequent  exami- 
nation. The  time  of  forty  days  is  not  particularly  specified 
here,  but  it  is  plainly  expressed  in  one  of  the  Canons  of  Si- 
ricius,^  which  speaks  of  giving  baptism  at  Easter  only  to 
such  as  gave  in  their  names  forty  days  before  and  continued 
under  the  daily  discipline  of  exorcism,  prayer  and  fasting. 
Which  shews  that  this  fast  of  forty  days  was  then  a  time 
more  peculiarly  observed  by  such  Catechumens  as  were 
preparing  for  baptism  at  Easter  following. 

Sect.  13. — And  Penitents  for  Absolution  at  Easter. 

The  like  discipline  was  observed  toward  penitents,  who 
after  their  canonical  penance  was  completed,  were  generally 
absolved  about  the  time  of  the  Paschal  festival :  and  there- 
fore it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  the  preceding  time  of 
Lent  was  always  more  strictly  observed  by  them,  as  a  de- 
cent preparation  for  the  absolution  they  then  expected. 
Not  that  this  was  the  only  time  of  penance,  especially  for 
great  and  scandalous  criminals ;  for  many  of  these  w^ere 
kept  under  penance  for  many  years  successively,  as  has 
been  shewn  in  a  former  book :  but  the  ordinary  time  of 
absolving  them  was  Easter;  as  we  learn  not  only  from  the 
testimony  of  St.  Ambrose^  and  others,  alledged  heretofore  in 
the  discourse  of  absolution,*  but  from  Gregory  Nysson,  who 
says,^  the  anniversary  solemnity  of  Easter  was  not  only  the 
time  of  regenerating  Catechumens,  but  of  begetting  those 
again  to  a  lively  hope,  who  had  forfeited  it  by  their  sin,  but 
were  desirous  to  regain  it  by  repentance  and  conversion 


*  Con.  Carthag.  iv.  can.  85.  Baptizandi  nomen  suumdent,  etdiu  sub  ab- 
stinently vini  et  carnium,  ac  manQs  impositione,  crebra  exaniinatione  baptis- 
mum  percipiaiit.  *  Siric.  Ep.  i.  ad  Himeriurn.  cap.  ii.     Gencralia 

baptisniatis  tradi  convenit  sacramenta  his  duntaxat  electis,  qui  ante  quadra- 
ginta  vel  eo  amplius  dies  nomen  dederint,  et  exorcismis,  quotidianisque 
orationibus  atque  jejuniis  fuerint  expiati.  ^  Anibros.  Ep.  33. 

*  Book  XIX.  cliap.  ii.  sect.  10.  *  Nyssen.  Ep.  Canon,  ad  Letoluni,  in. 

Praefat, 
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from  dead  works,  to  walk  ajrain  in  the  paths  of  life.  Tlie 
same  is  intimated  in  the  Canons  of  Aneyra,*  and  those  of 
Peter  of  Alexandria,  and  the  Epistles  of  Cyprian,  all  of 
wliich  speak  of  Easter  as  the  •>ieat  and  solemn  time  of  ad- 
mitting- penitents,  as  a  learned  prelate  of  our  Church  has 
with  g-reat  judgment  and  acuteness  observed  out  of  tiietn.' 
And  thence  we  may  infer,  that  penitents,  who  were  bound 
to  strict  rules  of  penance  all  the  year  round,  iuid  many  times 
year  after  year  under  a  long  course  of  discipline,  were  more 
exactly  careful  in  the  observation  of  this  season,  in  hopes 
of  obtaining  their  absolution  in  the  close  of  it.  Whence 
St,  Jerom  observes,^  that  forty  was  a  numV»er  proper  for 
penitents,  and  fasting',  and  sackclolli,  and  tears,  and  perse- 
verance in  deprecating  God's  anger.  For  which  reason 
Moses  also  fasted  forty  days  in  Mount  Sinai  ;  and  Elias, 
flying  from  Jezebel,  and  the  wrath  of  God  impending  upon 
Israel,  is  described  as  fasting  forty  days.  Our  Lord  also 
himself,  the  true  Jonas,  who  was  sent  to  preach  to  the 
w  orld,  fasted  forty  days ;  and  leaving  us  the  inheritance  of 
his  fasting,  he  still  prepares  our  souls  for  the  eating-  of  his 
body  by  the  same  number. 

Sect.  14. — Lent  generally  observed  by  all  Christians,  tli9U!^h  with  a  great 
Liberty  and  just  Allowance  to  Mens  Infirmities,  being  in  a  great  Measure 
left  to  their  own  Discretion. 

Thus  we  see,  Catechumens  and  public  penitents  were 
strictly  obliged  to  the  observation  of  Lent,  as  part  of  their 
discipline  and  preparation  for  baptism  and  absolution. 
Nor  was  the  great  body  of  the  Church  backward  at  this 
season  to  concur  in  fasting  and  prayer  uith  them.  For  St. 
Chrysostom  says,*  though  at  other  times  when  we  preachers 
cry  up  and  preacli  the  duty  of  fasting  never  so  much  all  the 
year,  scarce  any  '"tie  hearkens  to  what  we  say;  yet  when  the 


'  Cone.  Ancyr.  can.  vi.     Petri    Ale\.  can.   i.  Cypr.  50.  Ep.   Edit.   Oxon. 
'  Bishop  Hooper  of  Lent.  cap.  vi.  p.  5);{.  =•  Hieron.  Coin,  in 

Jo"-  3.  ♦  Cliyrs.  Ilom.  lii.  In  eos  qui  I'ascha  jejunant, 

torn.  V.  |i.  7W. 
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season  of  fov^y  days  is  come,  thoug^h  none  exhort  or  advise 
them,  the  mo- 1  neg-ligent  set  themselves  to  it,  takin<^  admoni- 
tion and  advice  from  the  very  season.     Lent,  it  seems,  was 
then  g"enerally  reputed  a   proper  time  to   fast,  and  repent, 
and  mourn   for   sin,  that  such  as  were  negligent  at  other 
times,  might  take  this  opportunity  to  recollect  and   humble 
themselves,  and   come   duly  prepared  to  the  communion  at 
the  Easter  festival.      Therefore  he  adds  immediately,  if  a 
Jew  or  a  Heathen  ask  you,  why  you  fast  1  do  not  tell  him, 
it  is  for  our  Saviour's  passion,  or  the  cross:  for  so  you  will 
give  him  an  handle  to  accuse  you:  for  we  do  not  fast  for  the 
passion,  or  the  cross,  but  for  our  sins,  because  we  are  come 
to  the  holy  mysteries.     The  passion  is    not  the  occasion  of 
fasting  or  mourning,  but   of  joy  and  exultation :  we  mourn 
not  for  that,  hut  for  our  sins,  and  therefore   we  fast.     But 
then    this  fast  was  observed  with  a  great   deal   of  liherty. 
For  he  says  in  the  same  place,   if  a  man   come   with  a  pure 
conscience,  he  keeps  the  pasch,  w  hether  he  partakes  of  the 
conmuinion  to  day  or  to-morrow  or  at  any  other  time.     And 
therefore  he  says,^  in  another  place,  it  was  usual  in  Lent  for 
the  people  to  ask  one   another,  how  many  weeks  they  had 
fasted,   and  one  would  answer,  he  had  fasted  two  weeks, 
another  three,  another  all.     And  what  advantage  is  it,  if  we 
have  kept  the  fast  without  mending  our  morals?  if  another 
says,  1  have  fasted  the  whole  Lent,  say  thou,  I  had  Jin  enemy, 
and  I  am  reconciled  to  iiim  ;  1  had  a  custom  of  reviling,  and 
1  have  left  it  oft';  I  was  used  to  swearing,  and  1  have  broken 
the  evil  habit.     It  is  of  no  advantage  to  fast,  if  our  fasting 
do  not  produce  such  fruits  as  these.     Jn  other  places  he  in- 
timates, that   a  great   liherty  was  allowed  men  in   regard  to 
their  infirmities,  and  that  Uiey  wpre  left  in  a  g-reat  measure 
to  fast  at  their  own  discretion.     Let  no  one,  says  he,^  place 
his  confidence  in  fasting  only,  if  he  continues  in  his  sins 
without  reforming.     For  it  may  be  one,  that  fasts  not  at  all, 
may  obtain  pardon,  if  he  has  the  excuse  of  bodily  infirmity  : 


'  Chrys.  Horn.  xvi.  ad  Pop.  Antioch.  torn,  i,  p.  211.  *  Chrys. 

Horn.  xxii.  de  Ii&.  torn.  i.  p.  277. 
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but  he  that  does  not  correct  his  sins,  can  have  no  excuse. 
Thou  hast  not  fosted  by  reason  of  the  weakness  of  thy  body  : 
but  why  art  thou  not  reconciled  to  thy  enemies  ?  canst  thou 
pretend  bodily  infirmity  here?  if  tliou  retainest  hatred  and 
envy,  wliat  apolog-y  canst  thou  make  ?  in  such  crimes  as 
these  thou  canst  not  fly  to  the  refuge  of  bodily  weakness. 
So  ag-ain  more  copiously  prosecuting-  this  matter  in  another 
place  :'  if  thou  canst  not  pass  all  the  day  fasting-  by  reason 
of  bodily  weakness,  no  wise  man  can  condemn  thee  for  this. 
For  we  have  a  kind  and  merciful  Lord,  who  requires  nothing 
of  us  above  our  strength.  He  neither  requires  abstinence 
from  meat,  nor  fasting  simply  of  us,  nor  that  for  this  end  we 
should  continue  without  eating  only  ;  but  that  sequestring 
ourselves  from  worldly  afiairs,  we  should  spend  all  our  leisure 
time  in  spiritual  things.  For  if  we  would  order  our  lives 
soberly,  and  lay  out  our  spare  hours  upon  spiritual  things, 
and  eat  only  so  nauch  as  we  had  need  of,  and  nature  re- 
quired, and  spend  our  whole  lives  in  good  works,  we  should 
not  need  the  help  of  fasting.  But  because  human  nature  is 
negligent,  and  gives  itself  rather  to  ease  and  pleasure:  there- 
fore our  kind  Lord,  as  a  compassionate  father,  hath  found 
out  this  medicine  of  fasting  for  us,  that  we  should  abridge 
ourselves  in  our  pleasures,  and  transfer  our  care  of  secular 
things  to  works  of  a  spiritual  nature.  If  therefore  there  be 
any  here  present,  who  are  hindred  by  bodily  infirmity,  and 
cannot  continue  all  the  day  fasting,  I  exhort  them  to  have 
regard  to  the  weakness  of  their  bodies,  and  not  upon  that 
account  deprive  themselves  of  this  spiritual  instruction,  but 
for  that  very  reason  to  pay  more  diligent  attendance  on  it. 
For  there  are  many  ways  besides  abstinence  from  meat, 
which  will  open  to  us  the  door  of  confidence  towards  God. 
He  therefore  that  eats,  and  cannot  fast,  let  him  give  the 
more  j)lentiful  alms,  let  him  be  more  fervent  in  his  prayers, 
let  him  shew  the  greater  alacrity  and  readiness  in  hearing 
the  divine  oracles  :  for  the  weakness  of  the  body  is  no  im- 
pediment in  such  olHces  as  these  :  let  him  be  reconciled  to 


'  (lirys.  Horn.  x.  in  (icn.  torn,  ii.  p.  Dl. 
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his  enemies,  and  forget  injuries,  and  cast  all  thoug-hts  of  re- 
venge out  of  his  mind.     He   that  does  these   things,  will 
shew  forth  the  true  fasting,  which  the  Lord  chiefly  requires. 
Therefore  I  exhort  you,  who  are  able  to  fast,  to  go  on  with 
all  possible  alacrity  in  this  good  and  laudable  work.    For  by 
how  much   more  our  outward  man  perishes,  so  much  more 
our  inward  man  is  renewed.    For  fasting  restrains  the  body, 
and  checks  and  bridles  its  inordinate  sallies  ;  but  makes 
the  soul  much  brighter,  and  gives  it  wings  to  mount  up  and 
soar  on  high.     Do  you  also   exhort  your  brethren,  that  are 
not  able  to  fast  for  the  weakness  of  their  bodies,  that  they 
should  not  upon  that  account  absent   themselves   from  this 
spiritual  food :  but  teach  them  and  inform  them  what  you 
have  learned  of  us,  that  he  that  eats  and  drinks  with  mode- 
ration, is  not  unworthy  of  this  auditory,  but  only  he  that  is 
negligent  and  dissolute.     Tell  them  what  the  Apostle  says, 
"  both  he  that  eateth,  eateth  to  the  Lord  :  and  he  that  eateth 
not,    to  the  Lord  he  eateth  not,  and  giveth  God  thanks:" 
therefore  he  that  fasteth,  giveth  God  thanks,  who  has  enabled 
him  to  bear  the  labour  of  fasting  ;  and  he  that  eateth,  gives 
God  thanks  :  likewise,  that  this  is  no   prejudice  to  the  sal- 
vation of  his  soul,  if  he  be  otherwise  willing  and  obedient. 
I  have  recited  these  passages  at  large  out  of  Chrysostom, 
to  shew  what  notion  he  had  of  the  obligation  men  were  un- 
der to  observe  the  Lent  fast.     If  men  were  in  health  and 
able  to  boar  it,  the  rule  and  custom  was  for  them  to  observe 
it ;  and  they  generally  did  so  without  any  further  admoni- 
tion :  but  if  they  did  not  comply,  their  non-compliance  did 
not  debar  them  from  the  communion  at  Easter,  or  lay  them 
under  any  ecclesiastical  censure  as  great  delinquents.     On 
the  other  hand,  if  they  pleaded  bodily  infirmity  and  weak- 
ness, that  was  always  accepted  as  a  just  apology,  provided 
that  they  made  it  appear  by  their   other  good  works,  that 
they  were  sincere  and  zealous,  and  not  merely  acting  a  part 
in  the  business  of  relimon. 

And  some  footsteps  of  this  liberty,  in  leaving  men  to  a 
discretionary  observation  of  Lent,  are  described  by  learned 
men  in  several  other  writers.     Bishop  Hooper'  observes  out 

'  Disc,  of  Lent.  p.  (U. 
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of  Tertullian,'  that  except  Friday  and  Saturday  before 
Enster,  the  Catholics  in  his  time  kept  no  othcrdays  of  fasting 
in  Lent  but  only  at  discretion  ;  and  that  their  fast  was  for 
the  most  part  private,  and  not  distinguished  by  .any  public 
action.  And  bishop  Taylor  asserts  the  same,^  not  only  out 
of  Tertullian,but  Socrates,  Prudentius,  Victor  Antiochenus, 
Prosper,  and  St.  Austin  :  for  the  fasis  of  the  Church  were 
arbitrary  and  chosen,  without  necessity  and  imposition  from 
any  authority.  He  means  not  only  the  imposition  of  aposto- 
lical or  divine  authority  upon  the  Church  in  g-eneral,  but  the 
imposition  of  them  by  any  authority  of  the  Church  upon  her 
own  members,  as  laying"  any  necessary  obligation  on  them. 
And  this  is  true  of  the  three  or  four  first  ages  of  the  Church, 
but  more  questionable  of  those  tliat  followed  after.  For  the 
fourth  Council  of  Orleance  orders,^  that  all  who  refused  to 
fast  on  Saturday  in  Lent,  should  he  made  liable  to  ecclesi- 
astical censure.  And  among  those  called  the  apostolical 
Canons*  there  is  one  that  orders,  that  every  clergyman,  who 
not  being  infirm  refuses  to  fast  in  Lent,  shall  be  deposed  ; 
and  laymen  to  be  suspended  from  communion  for  the  same 
transgression.  But  this  is  one  of  those  Canons,  which  are 
known  to  be  of  later  date,  and  therefore  cannot  be  conclu- 
ded to  be  according  to  the  ancient  rule  of  the  Church. 

Sect.  15. —  How  the  Montanists  differed  from  the  Cliurch  about  the  Imposi- 
tion of  Fasts. 

From  this  it  will  be  easy  to  account  for  the  difference, 
which  happened  between  the  Church  and  the  IMontanists 
about  the  imposition  of  fasts.  Montanus  is  condemned  by 
the  writers  of  that  age  for  making  new  laws  about  fasting. 
In  the  fragmen'  of  Apollonius,  mentioned  by  Eusebius,^it  is 
laid  to  his  charge,  that  he  was  the  first  "  6  vijTihi^ 
vo/io3-t(TTj)ur,    ivho   imposed  jastiugs  by  his  laws.''     Which 


'  Ttrlul.  dr  J.-jun.  rap.  -2.  and  13.  «  Taylor.  Duct.  Dub.  p.  i)-29. 

■  Con.  Aurel.  iv.  an.  6+1.  can.  2.     Sed  neque  per  Sibbata  abstiuf  iiilirmitate 
quisquam  solvat  quadrasfsimale  jejunium. — 8i  quis  banc  rcgulam  irruperit, 
tan(|uam  transijressor  disciplinfu  a  saci-rdotibus  ccnseatur. 
*  (an.  Apo.st.  09.     See  also  Con.  Toictaii.  viii.  can.ix.  *  Euseb. 

lib.  V.  cap.  18, 
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some  understand,  as  if  he  was  the  first  that  ever  brouo-ht 
fasting  under  any  rule  or  hivv.     Which  cannot  be  true:  for, 
as  we  have  seen  before,  the  Church  also  thoug'ht  she  had 
a  rule  for  fasting- two  days  before  Easter :  and  Tertullian 
also  in   vindication  of  Montanus  tells   the  Catholics,  which 
they  themselves  did  not  deny,i  that  their  bishops  were  used 
to  appoint  fasts   upon   necessary  occasions  of  the  church. 
Therefore  this  could  not  be  the  dispute  then,  whether  fast- 
ing- might  be  imposed  by  a  law :  but  the  Montanists   said, 
beside  the  fast  of  Lent   observed  by  the  Catholics,  there 
were  other  fasts  imposed  by  the  Spirit  under  the  ministry 
and  revelation  of  the  will  of  God  made  to  Montanus.     For 
the  Montanists  kept  three  Lents  in  the  year,^  each  of  these 
two  weeks  ;  and  that  upon  dry  meats  in  perfect  abstinence 
from  flesh  ;  and  these  also  as  necessary  to  be  observed,  as 
injunctions    of  the    Spirit   by  the  new  revelation  made  to 
Montanus,  which  they  preferred  before  the  writings  of  the 
Apostles,  and  said  these  laws  were  to  be  observed  for  ever. 
Which   is  the  reason  why  the  Montanists  in  the  time  of 
Sozomen   kept  their  Antepaschal  fast  still  confined  to  two 
weeks,  when   the   Catholics  fasted  a  much  longer  space. 
For,   as   a  learned    person   observes,^  those    great  fasters 
would  hardly  have  been    left  behind,  had  not  those  two 
weeks   been  the  space   determined  them  by  their  prophet, 
and  they  obliged  to  keep  punctually  to  all  his  institutions. 
This  then  was  the  great  dispute  between  the  Catholics  and 
the   Montanists,  whether   the   Spirit  had   appointed  these 
fasts'?  which    the  Montanists  asserted;  and  the   Catholics 
denied.     And  therefore  though  the  Church  augmented  her 
fast  from  two  days  to  forty,  yet  still  she  did  it  with  a  great 
deal  of  liberty  reserved   to    every  particular  Church,  and 
every  particular  Church  in  a  great  measure  left  all  her  mem- 
bers to  judge  of  their  own  abilities  by  christian   prudence 


•  Tertul  de  Jejuniis  cap.  13.  Bene  autem,  quod  et  episcopi  universje 
pleti  inandarejejunia  assolent,  non  dicodeindustrift  stipium  conferendariiin, 
ut  vestrffi  captursE  est,  sed  iiiterdum  et  ex  aliqufi  soUicitudinis  ecclesiasticse 
causa.  9  Hieron..  Ep.  liv.  ad  Marcellam.  It.  Com.  in.  Ilajf. 

cap.  i.  Tertul.  de.Iejun.  cap.  15.  ^  Bishop  Hooper  of 

Lent.  p.  65. 
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and  discretion;  exluutiiii::;  men  to  fast,  but  imposing'  rigidly 
upon  none  more  tlian  they  were  able  and  willing  to  bear, 
nor  enforcing-  it  under  pain  of  ecclesiastical  censure. 


Sect.  16. — The  Lent  Fast  kept   with  a  perfect   Abstinence  from   all  Food 
every  Day  till  Evening. 

The  manner  of  obser\inji'  Lent  amonir  those,  that  were 
piously  disposed  to  observe  it,  was  to  abstain  from  all  food 
till  evening-.  For  anciently  a  change  of  diet  was  not 
reckoned  a  fast ;  but  it  consisted  in  a  perfect  abstinence 
from  all  sustenance  for  the  whole  day  till  evening.  And  in 
this  the  Lent  fast  differed  from  the  Semijejunia,  or  half  fasts 
of  the  ordinary  stationary  days,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter. 
St.  Ambrose,  speaking-  of  the  Lent  fast,  says,*  it  was  a  total 
abstinence'every  day  throughout  the  whole  season,  except 
on  the  Sabbath  and  the  Lords  day.  And  in  another  place, 
exhorting-  men  to  observe  the  Lent  fast,-  he  bids  them  defer 
eating-  a  little,  the  end  of  the  day  is  not  far  off*.  So  Chry- 
sostom  frequently  in  his  Lent  sermons  speaks  of  the  same 
circumstance.^  Let  us  set  a  guard  upon  our  ears,  our 
tongues,  and  minds,  and  not  think  that  bare  fasting  till  the 
evening  is  sufficient  for  our  salvation.*  What  profit  is  it  to 
fast,  and  eat  nothing-  all  the  day,  if  you  give  yourself  to  play- 
ing at  dice,  and  other  vain  pastimes,  and  spend  the  whole 
day  many  times  in  perjuries  and  blasphemies  ?  the  true  fast 
is  abstinence  from  vices.^  For  abstinence  from  meat  was 
appointed  upon  this  occasion,  that  we  should  curb  the  tone 
ofourffesh,  and  make  the  horse  obedient  to  liis  rider.  He 
that  fasts,  ought  above  all  things  to  bridle  his  anger,  to  learn 
meekness  and  clemency,  to  have  a  contrite  heart,  to  banish 
the  thoughts  of  all  inordinate  desires,  to  set  the  watchful 
eye  of  God  before  his  eyes,  and  his  uncorrupted  judgment ; 


'  Ainbros.  dc  Elia  et  .Icjiiii.  cap.  x.  Quadragesima  totis  prseter  sabbatum 

el  diiminicam  jejunatur  diihus.  -'  Id.  Scr.  viii.  in  I'sai.  IIS.     Dilfer 

ali(Hianlulum.  non  Innge  finis  est  die).  "  Chrys.  Hom.  iv.  in  Gen.  torn, 

ii.  |).  37.                     ♦  Hom.  vi.  in  Gen.  p.  60.                     -*  Hom.  viii.  in  Gen. 
p.  79. 
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to  set  himself  above  riches,  and  exercise  great  liberality  in 
giving-  of  alms,  and  to  expel  every  evil  thought  againt  his 
neighbour  out  of  his  soul.  This  is  the  true  fast.  Therefore 
let  this  be  our  care  :  and  let  us  not  imagine,  as  many  do, 
that  we  have  fasted  rightly,  when  we  have  abstained  from 
eating  until  evening.  This  is  not  the  thing  required  of  us  ; 
but  that,  together  with  our  abstinence  from  meat,  we  should 
abstain  from  those  things  that  hurt  the  soul,  and  diligently 
exercise  ourselves  in  things  of  a  spiritual  nature.^  Bellar- 
mine  himself  shews  the  same  out  of  St  Basil  and  other 
ancient  writers,^  who  speak  always  of  the  Lent  fast  as  a 
perfect  abstinence  from  all  food  till  evening.  Audit  is  very 
remarkable  bv  what  he  cites  out  of  Micrologfus,  Gratian,  and 
St.  Bernard,  that  this  custom  continued  till  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury even  in  the  practice  of  the  Romish  Church. 

Sect.  17. — Change  of  Diet,  not  accounted  a  proper  Fast  for  Lent,  -without 
perfect  Abstinence  till  Evening. 

Whence  it  were  easy  to  conclude,  that  the  pretence  of 
keeping  Lent  only  by  change  of  diet  from  flesh  to  fish,  or  a 
more  delicious  food,  which  allows  men  the  use  of  wine  and 
other  delicacies,  is  but  a  mock  fast,  and  a  mere  innovation, 
utterly  unknown  to  the  Ancients,  whose  Lent  fast  was  a 
a  strict  and  rigorous  abstinence  from  all  food  till  the  even- 
ing. Their  refreshment  was  only  a  supper,  and  not  a  din- 
ner of  any  kind  :  and  then  it  was  indifferent,  whether  it  was 
flesh  or  any  other  food,  provided  it  was  used,  as  became  the 
refreshment  of  a  fast,  with  sobriety  and  moderation.  They 
generally  indeed  abstained  from  flesh,  and  wine,  and  fish, 
and  all  other  delicacies  at  this  season:  but  yet  there  was 
no  such  universal  rule  or  custom  in  this  matter,  but  that 
when  men  had  fasted  all  the  day,  they  were  allowed  to  re- 
fresh themselves  with  a  moderate  supper  upon  flesh  or  any 
other  food  without  distinction.  This  appears  from  the  ob- 
servation which  Socrates  makes  upon  the  different  manner 


'  Bellarm.  torn.  iv.  de  Bonis  Opcr.  lib.  ii.  cap.  2.  *  Basil 

Horn.  I.  de  Jejun. 
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of  fasting-  in  Lent:  somo,  says  he,'  abstain  from  all  kind  of  liv- 
iiigcreatures;  others  abstain  from  all  but  tisli ;  otliers  eatfowis 
as  well  as  tish,  saying-,  that,  according-  to  Moses,  they  come 
of  the  water ;  others  abstain  from  fruits  and  eg-g-s  :  others 
eat  only  dry  bread  ;  and  others  even  not  so  much  as  that. 
Yet  the  greatest  Ascetics  made  no  scruple  to  eat  flesh  iu 
Lent,  when  a  just  occasion  required  it.  Sozomen  tells  a^ 
remarkable  story  of  Spiridion,  bishop  of  Trimithus  in 
Cyprus,  that  a  stranger  once  happening-  to  call  upon  him  in 
his  travels  in  Lent,  he  having  nothing-  in  his  house  but  a 
piece  of  pork,  ordered  that  to  be  dressed  and  set  before  him: 
but  the  stranger  refusing  to  eat  flesh,  saying  he  was  a  Chris- 
tian, Spiridion  replied,  for  that  very  reason  thou  oughtest 
Dot  to  refuse  it ;  for  the  word  of  God  has  pronounced  all 
thinofs  clean  to  them  that  are  clean.  Eusebius  tells  a  like^ 
-story  of  one  Alcibiadcs,  a  martyr,  whobeing  a  great  Ascetic, 
had  used  to  abstain  from  flesh  all  liis  life,  and  live  only  upon 
bread  and  water  ;  which  course  of  life  he  continued  even  in 
prison  :  but  it  was  revealed  to  Attains,  one  of  his  fellow- 
prisoners,  that  Alcibiades  did  not  well  to  refuse  using  the 
creatures  of  God,  and  thereby  give  scandal  to  others.  Upon 
which  admonition,  Alcibiades  changed  his  manner  of  living, 
and  began  to  use  all  meats  indifterently  w  ith  thanksgiving. 
By  this  it  appears,  that  the  eating  or  not  eating  of  flesh,  was 
a  thing  indifferent  to  them  at  all  times,  and  that  they  made 
no  scruple  to  eat  flesh  even  in  Lent,  upon  a  necessary  occa- 
sion, without  any  prejudice  to  their  rules  of  Aisting-.  But 
the  thing  they  chiefly  guarded  against,  was  luxury,  and 
pampering  the  body,  under  pretence  of  fasting.  St.  Austin* 
miikos  a  smart  reflexion  in  one  of  his  sermons  upon  such 
pretenders  as  these  :  there  are  some  observers  of  Lent,  says 
he,  that  study  deliciousncss  more  than  religion,  and  seek  out 
new  pleasures  for  the  belly,  more  than  how  to  chastise  the 
concupiscence  of  the  old  man;  who  by  costly  and  plentiful 
provi-:ions,  strive  to   uutdu  the  varieties   and   tastes   of  the 


'  Socrat.  lib.  v.  cap.  xxii.  '  Sozoin.  lib.  i.  cap.  xi. 

•  Euseb.  lib.  v.  cop.  ill.  *  .\ug.  Sorm.  Ixxiv.  dc  DiviTsis. 

toin.x.p.  S.'-O. 


CHAP.    I.]  CHRISTIAN    CHURCH.  165 

several  fruits  of  the  earth.  They  are  afraid  of  any  vessels, 
in  which  flesh  has  been  boiled,  as  if  they  were  unclean  ;  and 
yet  in  their  own  flesh  fear  not  the  luxury  of  the  throat 
and  the  belly.  I'hese  men  fast,  not  to  diminish  their  wonted 
voracity  by  temperance,  but  by  deferring  a  meal  to  increase 
their  immoderate  g-reediness.  For  when  the  time  of  refresh- 
ment comes,  they  rush  to  their  plentiful  tables,  as  beasts  to 
their  mangers,  and  stuff  their  bellies  with  great  variety  of 
artificial  and  strange  sauces,  taking  in  more  by  devouring, 
than  they  are  able  to  digest  again  by  fasting.  There  are 
some  likewise,  who  drink  no  wine,  that  they  may  pro- 
vide themselves  other  more  agreeable  liquors,  to  gratify 
their  taste,  rather  than  set  forward  their  salvation:  as 
if  Lent  were  intended,  not  for  the  observation  of  a  pious 
humiliation,  but  as  an  occasion  of  seeking  out  new 
pleasures.  They  did  not  think  commutation  of  diet  a 
proper  fast,  if  the  abstinence  of  the  day  was  spoiled  b^f  any 
immoderate  indulgence  of  an  evening  banquet :  much  less 
did  they  esteem  it  a  fast  to  dine  upon  delicacies,  and  use  a 
mere  abstinence  from  flesh  without  deferring  the  time  of 
their  ordinary  meal  till  evening;  but  they  abstained  all  the 
day  from  food  of  any  kind,  and  then  contented  themselves 
with  a  sober  and  plain  refreshment  in  the  close  of  it,  with- 
out any  scrupulous  nicety  about  the  kind  of  their  food, 
so  long  as  they  used  it  only  with  temperance  and  mode- 
ration. 

Sect.  18. — What  they  spared  in  a  Dinner,  not  spent  in  Evening  Luxury, 
but  bestowed  on  the  Poor. 

And  what  they  thus  spared  from  their  own  bodies  in 
abridging  them  of  a  meal,  they,  that  were  piously  disposed, 
bestowed  upon  the  bellies  of  the  poor.  This  we  learn  from 
one  of  the  Homilies  of  Csesarius  Arelatensis,  or  whoever 
was  the  author  of  it,  under  the  name  of  St.  Austin  :*  be- 
fore all  things,  says  he,  on  our  fasting  days,  what  we  were 
used  to  spend  upon  a  dinner,  let  us  bestow  upon  the  poor, 
that  no  one  concern  himself  about  providing  a  sumptuous 

■  Aug.  Serin.  Ivi.  de  Tempore,  toiu.  x.  p.  252. 
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supper,  or  an  exquisite  and  delicious  least,  and  seem  rather 
to  have  changed  the  diet  ot"  his  body,  than  diminished  any 
thing  in  the  quantity  of  it.  There  is  no  profit  in  keeping  a 
long  fast  all  the  day,  if  afterward  a  man  overwhelm  his  soul 
either  with  the  delicacy  of  his  meat,  or  the  abundance  of  it. 
That,  which  is  gained  by  the  fast  at  dinner,  ought  not  to  be 
turned  into  a  feast  at  supper,  but  be  expended  on  the  bellies 
of  the  poor,  Projiciai  eleemosynis,  quod  non  expenditur 
vxensis,  says  Leo,'  that  which  is  not  expended  upon  our 
tables  should  be  laid  out  in  ahns,  and  then  it  \vill  bring  us 
in  great  gain.  Origen  says,*  he  found  it  in  some  book  as  a 
noted  saying  of  the  Apostles, "  Blessed  is  he,  who  fasts  for 
this  end,  that  ho  may  feed  the  poor  j  this  man's  fast  is  ac- 
ceptable unto  God."  Mercy  and  piety,  as  Chrysologus 
words  it,^  are  the  wings  of  fasting,  by  which  it  mounts  up 
to  Heaven,  without  which  it  lies  dead  upon  the  earth.  There- 
fore when  we  fast,  let  us  lay  up  our  dinner  in  the  hands  of 
the  poor,  that  the  hands  of  the  poor  may  preserve  for  us 
what  our  bellies  would  destroy.  The  hand  of  the  poor  is 
the  treasury  of  Christ:  fasting  without  mercy  is  but  an 
image  of  famme :  fasting  without  works  of  piety  is  only  an 
occasion  of  covetousness ;  because  by  such  sparing,  what 
is  taken  from  the  body  only  swells  in  the  purse. 

Sect.  19. — All  Corporeal  Punishments  forbidden  by  the  Imperial  Law» 

in  Lent. 

Therefore  Lent  was  thought  the  proper  season  for  exer- 
cising more  abundantly  all  sorts  of  charity.  Let  us  spend 
those  vacant  hours,  says  Ca>sarius  or  St.  Austin,*  which  we 
were  used  to  lavish  away  without  any  benefit  to  our  souls, 
now  in  visiting  the  sick,  in  searching  the  prisons,  in  enter- 
taining strangers,  in  reconciling  those  that  are  at  variance 
with  one  another.  This  was  required  of  those  more  espe- 
cially, who  pretended  bodily  infirmity,  that  they   could  not 


'   I.fo  Ser.  y.  <!«■  Jijun.  I'liilccobt.  -  Oiiijen.  Ilora.  10.  in 

Lcvit.  ^  Clirysol.  Semi.  S.  dc  Ji'iuiu  *  Aug,  llutu«^ 

Ao.  dc  Teiiip.  I.  X,  p. -J.)?. 


CHAP.  1.]  CHRISTIAN    CHURCH.  167 

fast,  as  we  have  heard  before  out  of  St.  Chrysostom.'  Thou 
canst  not  fast  by  reason  of  the  weakness  of  thy  body:  but 
why  art  thou  not  reconciled  to  thy  enemy  ?  Canst  thou 
pretend  bodily  infirmity  here  ?  If  thou  retainest  hatred  and 
envy,  what  apology  canst  thou  make?  In  such  crimes  as 
these  thou  canst  not  take  sanctuary  in  bodily  weakness.  He 
that  cannot  fast,  let  him  give  the  more  plentiful  alms,  let 
him  be  reconciled  to  his  enemies,  let  him  forget  injuries, 
and  cast  all  thoughts  of  revenge  out  of  his  mind.  This  was 
a  time  when  men  expected  mercy  and  pardon  from  God,  and 
therefore  it  was  the  more  reasonable  they  should  be  more 
eminent  in  the  exercise  of  mercy  toward  their  brethren. 
Upon  this  account  the  imperial  laws  forbad  all  prosecution 
of  men  in  criminal  actions,  which  might  bring  them  to  cor- 
poral punishment  and  torture,  during  the  whole  season. 
Theodosius  the  Great  made  two  laws  to  this  purpose  :^  in 
the  forty  days,  which  by  the  laws  of  religion  are  solemnly 
observed  before  Easter,  let  the  examination  and  hearing  of 
all  criminal  questions  be  superseded :  and  in  the  holy  days 
of  Lent,^  let  there  be  no  punishments  of  the  body,  when  we 
expect  the  absolution  of  our  souls.  St.  Ambrose*  mentions 
a  like  answer  given  by  the  younger  Valentinian,  in  the  case 
of  some  rich  noblemen,  who  were  prosecuted  in  a  criminal 
cause  before  the  provost  of  the  city,  who  inclined  to  give  a 
speedy  sentence  against  them  :  but  the  Emperor  sent  him 
an  inhibition,  forbidding  any  sentence  of  blood  to  be  pro- 
nounced during'  the  holy  season.  Nor  was  there  any  excep- 
tion made  to  this  rule,  but  only  in  the  case  of  the  Isaurian 
robbers,  whose  practices  were  so  very  dangerous  to  the 
common  safety,  that  Theodosius  junior  thought  it  proper  to 
allow  their  examination  by  scourging  and  the  rack  at  any 


'  Chrys.  Horn.  22.  de  Ira.  t.  i.  p.  277,  and  Horn.  10.  in  Gen.  t.  ii.  p.  91. 
See  before,  sect.  \i.  ^  Cod.  Theod.  lib.  ix.  tit.  35.  de  Questioni- 

bus.     Leg.  4.     Quadraginta  diebus,  qui,  auspicio  CEerimoniarura,  paschale 
tempus  anticipant,  oinnis  cognitio  inliibeatur  criminalium  quaestionum. 

*  Ibid.  leg.  5.     Sacratis  Quadragesimaj  diebus  nulla  supplicia  sint 
corporis,  quibus  absolutio  expectatur  aniinaruni.  *  Auibros.  de 

Gbitu  Valentin.     Ul  nihil  cruentuni  Sanctis  priescrtiin  diebus  statueretur. 
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time,  not  cxceptino^  any  day  in  Lent  or  the  Easter  festival/ 
because  it  was  greater  charity  to  discover  their  wicked 
counsels  and  conspiracies,  to  preserve  the  life  and  safety  of 
other  innocent  men,  than  to  grant  any  reprieve  or  respite  to 
such  criminals  upon  the  account  of  the  holy  season.  So 
that  mercy  and  charity  was  still  the  thing-  in  view,  as  most 
proper  to  be  shewed  to  the  bodies  of  men  at  such  a  season, 
when  all  expected,  by  their  fasting-  and  repentance,  to  ob- 
tain aV)solution  of  their  souls  from  the  hands  of  God,  as 
one  of  the  forementioned  laws  elegantly  words  it. 

Sect.  '20. — Religious  Assemblies  and  Sermons  e»ery  Day  in  Lent. 

Lent  was  a  time  of  more  than  ordinary  strictness  and  de- 
votion, and  therefore  in  many  of  the  g-reat  Churches  they 
had  religious  assemblies  for  prayer  and  preaching-  every  day 
throughout  the  whole  season.  I  cannot  affirm  that  it  was 
so  in  every  parochial  church  and  country  village:  but  that 
it  was  so  in  the  greater  or  Cathedral  churches,  is  evident 
from  undeniable  proofs  and  mutter  of  fact.  Chrysostom's 
Homilies  on  Genesis,  and  those  famous  ones  of  the  Statues, 
called  \\v2fiidvTig,  to  the  people  of  Antioch,  were  sermons 
preached  after  this  manner  day  after  day  in  the  Lent  season, 
as  any  one  may  be  satisfied  that  looks  but  into  them.  I 
will  only  relate  one  single  passage  in  one  of  these  Homi- 
lies, which  will  give  any  reader  satisfaction."  "This  is  not," 
says  he,  "  the  only  thing  that  is  re(juired,  that  we  should 
meet  hero  every  day,  and  hoar  sermons  continually,  and 
fast  the  whole  Lent:  for  if  we  gain  nothing  by  these  con- 
tinual meetings  and  exhortations,  and  seasons  of  fasting,  to 
the  advantage  of  our  souls,  they  will  not  only  ilo  us  no 
good,  but  be  the  occasion  of  a  .severer  condemnation.  If 
after  so  much  care  and  pains  bestowed  upon  us,  we  con- 
tinue the  same  ;  if  the  angry  man  does  not  become  meek. 


'   Cod.  Th.  lib.  ix.  trt.  S.5,  dc  <^ua!slionibu8.     Lpff .  7.     Prdvinciarum  judi- 
res  nioiH-anliir,  ut  in  Isauroruin  iatroniim  (luieslionil)ii.s  nulluiii  Quadragcsinue, 
nfc  vencrabilcm  I'ascharmn  dirm  ixislimcnt  excipieiiduiu,  &c. 
*  Chrys.  Horn.  II.  in  Uiii.  t.i'.  p.  107. 
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and  the  passionate  mild  and  gentle  ;  if  the  envious  does  not 
reduce  himself  to  a  friendly  temper,  nor  the  covetous  man 
depart  from  his  madness  and  fury  in  the  pursuit  of  riches 
and  g-ive  himself  to  almsdeeds  and  feeding-  the  poor  ;  if  the 
intemperate  man  does  not  become  chaste  and  sober,  and 
the  vain-glorious  learn  to  despise  false  honour,  and  seek 
for  that  which  is  true  ;  if  he  that  is  negligent  of. charity  to 
his  neighbour,  does  not  stir  up  himself,  and  endeavour  not 
only  not  to  come  behind  the  publicans,  who  love  those  that 
love  them,  but  also  to  look  friendly  upon  his  enemies,  and 
exercise  all  acts  of  charity  toward  them  ;  if  we  do  not  con- 
quer these  affections,  and  all  others  that  spring  up  from 
our  natural  corruption,  though  we  assemble  here  every  day, 
and  enjoy  continual  preaching  and  teaching,  and  have  the 
assistance  of  fasting:  what  pardon  can  we  expect,  what 
apology  shall  we  make  for  ourselves'?"  By  this  it  is  plain, 
no  day  passed  in  Lent  without  a  sermon  to  put  men  in  mind 
of  the  great  duties  of  Christianity,  and  reformation  and  re- 
pentance, which  were  more  peculiar  to  the  design  of  that 
holy  season. 

Sect.  21. — And  frequent  Communions,  especially  on  the  Sabbath  and  the 

Lord's  Day. 

They  had  also  frequent  communions  at  this  time,  at 
least  on  every  Sabbath  and  Lord's  day.  For  though  the 
festivals  of  martyrs  were  not  ordinarily  to  be  celebrated  in 
this  time  of  humiliation,  yet  the  Sabbath  and  the  Lord's  day 
were  kept  as  standing  festivals  even  in  Lent,  as  has  been 
shewn  before  ;  and  therefore  on  these  days  they  offered  the 
oblation  of  bread  and  wine  in  the  eucharist,  as  at  other  sea- 
sons. But  by  a  Canon  of  the  Council  of  Laodicea,*  this 
oblation  seems  confined  to  those  two  days  ;  for  it  is  prohi- 
bited to  offer  it  upon  any  other :  and  that  may  seem  to  im- 
ply, that  there  was  no  communion  on  any  other  days  in 
Lent.     But  then  it  may  be  considered,  that  in   the  time  of 


'  Con.  Laudic.  can.  4Q. 
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the  Council  of  'IVullo,'  there  was  a  custom  of  communi- 
cating' on  other  days  in  l^ent  upon  the  pre-siinctitied  ele- 
ments, that  is,  such  as  had  been  consecrated  the  Lord's  day 
before.  And  if  we  can  s.nppose  this  custom  to  have  been 
anciently  in  the  Church,  then  nothing-  hinders  but  that  they 
might  have  a  daily  communion  in  Lent,  as  well  as  a  daily 
sermon ;  which  seems  most  agreeable  to  tlie  fervent  piety 
of  those  primitive  ag-es :  but  in  a  doubtful  mutter  1  will  not 
be  positive,  seeing-  there  is  otherwise  evidence  enough  for 
frequent  communion  in  Lent,  by  supposing-  it  only  to  be 
administered  on  every  Sabbath  and  Lord's  day. 

Sect.  Q2^ — Ail  Public  Games  and  Stage  Plays  prohibited  at  this  Season. 

For  the  further  advancement  of  piety  and  encouragement 
of  religious  assemblies  at  tliis  season,  all  public  g-araes  and 
stag-e  plays  were  utterly  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  the 
Church.  Gothofred  thinks,*  the  whole  time  of  Lent  is  in- 
cluded in  that  famous  law  of  Theodosius  junior,  which  pro- 
hibits all  public  g-ames  and  shews  on  days  of  supplication, 
when  tlie  minds  of  Christians  ought  wholly  to  be  employed 
in  the  worship  of  God.  For  though  Lent  be  not  expressly 
named  in  that  law,  yet  it  is  comprized  in  the  general  name 
of  the  days  of  supplication.  And  it  is  certain  the  Church 
was  very  solicitous  to  restrain  men  from  these  pleasures  and 
diversions  at  this  holy  season.  Gregory  Nazianzcn  has  a 
very  sharp  epistle  written  to  one  of  the  judges  upon  this 
occasion,^  wherein  he  thus  rebukes  him  ;  you  that  are  a 
judge  transgress  the  laws  in  not  observing  the  fast;  and 
how  will  you  observe  the  laws  of  man,  who  trangress  and 
despise  the  laws  of  God?  Purge  the  judgment-seat,  lest 
one  of  these  two  things  befal  you,  either  to  be  really 
wicked,  or  to  be  thought  so.  To  exhibit  profane  shews  is 
to  make  yourself  a  spectacle.  In  a  word,  stand  corrected,  O 
Judge,  and  you  will  sin  less  for  the  future.  St.  Chrysostom, 


'   Con.  Trull,  can.  .Vi.  »  Cnd.Th.  lib.  xv.  til.."),  dc  Spoctiiculis. 

lig.  o.  it  Gothofred,  in  Loc.  "'  Nuz.  Ep.  71.  al.  71.  ad  Celiusiunt. 


CHAP.  I.}  CHRISTIAN   CHURCH.  J71 

in    his    Lent  sermons,  with   equal    zeal  sets  himself    to 
chastise  and  correct  this  grand  abuse  of  the  holy  season. 
He  prefaces  one  of  these  Homilies  with  this  sharp  invective 
against  those  that  frequented  the  horse-races  of  the  circus 
at  this  time:  when  I  consider,  says  he,*  how  at  one  blast  of 
the  devil  ye  have  forgotten  all  my   daily  admonitions  and 
continued  discourses,  and  run  to  that  pomp  of  Satan,  the 
horse-race   in  the  circus,  with  what  heart  can  I  think  of 
preaching  to  you  again,  who  have  so  soon  let  slip  all  that  I 
said  before  1     This  is  what  chiefly  raises  my  grief,  yea,  my 
anger  and  indignation,  that  together  with  my  admonition, 
ye  have  cast  the  reverence  of  this  holy  season  of  Lent  out 
of  your  souls,  and  thrown   yourselves  into  the  nets  of  the 
devil.     What  profit  is  there  in  your  fasting '?     What  advan- 
tage in  your  meeting  together  so  often  in  this  place  1     He 
pursues  the  same  argument  in  the  next  discourse,^  dissuad- 
ing them  in  a  very  pathetical  way  to  waive  this  unseasonable 
practice:  subdue,  1  beseech  you,  this  wicked  and  pernicious 
custom,  and  consider,  that  they,  who  run  to  the  circus,  not 
only  do  much  harm  to  themselves^   but  are  the  occasion  of 
great  scandal  to  others.     For  when  the  Jews  and  Gentiles 
see  you,  who  are   every  day  at  church  to  hear  a  sermon, 
come  notwithstanding  to  the  horse-race,  and  join  with  them 
in  the  circus,  will  they  not  reckon  our  religion  a  cheat,  and 
entertain  the  same  suspicion  of  us  all  ?     They  will  sharpen 
their  tongues  against  us  all,  and  for  the   offence  of  a  few 
condemn  the  whole  body  of  Christians.     Neither  will  they 
stop  here,  but  rail  at  our  head,  and  for  the  servant's  fault 
blaspheme  our  common  Lord,  and  think  that  a  sufficient 
apology  and  excuse  for  their  own  errors,  that  they  have 
sonielliing  to  object  to  the  life  and  conversation  of  others. 
Bv  this  it  appears,  there  was  no  pardon  for  those,  who  were 
so  eager  after  the  public  diversions,   as  to  follow  them  in 
Lent,  v\  hen  men's  public  professions  of  repentance,  humilia- 
tion, and  sorrow,  made  it  utterly  unseasonable  and  absurd 
to  pursue  the  vain  recreations  and  pleasures  of  the  world, 


'  thrys.  Horn.  6.  in  Gen.  t.ii.  p.4:9.  ^  jijjj.  iio„,_  7.  j,.  (jj. 
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which  at  Kiich  a  jiiiK-turo  could  become  nonebut  those,  who 
lived  ill  darkness  and  heathenish  superstition. 


Sect.23.— As  also  the  Celebration  of  all  Festivals,  Birth-days,  and  Mar- 
riages, as  unsuitable  to  the  present  Occasion. 

For  the  same  reason  they  forbad  tlie  celebration  of  all 
festivals  of  martyrs  at  this  season,  except  it  were  upon  the 
Sabbath  or  the  Lord's  day  :  because  all  festivals  were  days 
of  rejoicing,  which  were  not  consistent  with  deep  humilia- 
tion and  mourning  belonging  to  a  strict  and  severe  fast : 
but  the  Sabbath  and  the  Lord's  day  were  excepted  from 
fasting  even  in  Lent,  as  has  been  noted  before  ;  and  there- 
fore on  these  days  the  festivals  of  Martyrs  might  be  cele- 
brated, but  on  no  other  during  the  whole  time  of  Lent,  as 
appears  from  an  express  Canon  of  the  Council  of  Laodicea,* 
made  in  this  behalf.  And  by  another  Canon  of  the  same 
Council,*  all  celebration  of  marriages  and  birth-days  are 
absolutely  forbidden  in  Lent.  Where,  by  birth-days, called 
Ffi't^Xta  in  the  Canon,  we  are  to  understand  private  men's 
natural  birth-days,  which  being  celebrated  with  great  tokens 
and  solemnities  of  joy,  with  feasting  and  other  ceremonies 
of  pleasure  and  delight,  were  not  proper  to  be  kept  in  the 
time  of  fasting,  as  being  things  inconsistent  and  incompati- 
ble with  one  another ;  and  the  rather  to  be  forborne,  be- 
cause at  this  time  the  Church  did  not  allow  the  solemnizing 
of  the  nativities  or  birth-days  of  her  martyrs,  which  other- 
wise were  of  great  esteem  in  the  Church. 

SECT.2-t. — The  great  Week  before  Easter  observed  with  greater  Strictness 
and  Solemnity. 

These  were  the  common  rules  observed  in  keepin<'-  the 
Lent  fast,  when  it  was  come  to  the  length  of  forty  days.  But 
there  was  one  week,  called  the  llehdomas  Muyna,  or  the 
great  week  before  Easter,  which  ihey  observed  with  oreater 
strictness  and   solemnity  above  all   the  rest.     No  one  can 


'  Con.  Laodic.  can.  jI.  •  Can.  52.  ibid. 
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better  describe  it  to  us  than  St.  Chrysostora,*  who  tells  us,  it 
was  called  the  great  week,  not  because  it  consisted  of  long-er 
days,  or  morein  numberthan  other  weeks,  but  becauseat  this 
time  great  things  were  wrought  for  us  by  our  Lord.  For  in  this 
weektheancienttyranny  of  the  devil  wasdissolved,  death  was 
extinct,  the  strong  rtian  was  bound,  his  goods  were  spoiled, 
sin  was  abolished,  the  curse   was  destroyed,  paradise  was 
opened,  heaven  became  accessible,  men  and  angels  were 
joined  together,  the   middle   wall  of  partition   was   broken 
down,  the  barriers  were  taken  out  of  the  way,  the  God  of 
peace  made  peace  between  things  in  heaven  and  things  on 
earth  ;   therefore  it  is  called  the  great  week  :  and  as  this  is 
the  head  of  all  other  weeks,  so  the  great  sabbath  is  the  head 
of  this  week,  being  the  same  thing  in  this  week,  as  the  head 
IS  in  the  body.     Therefore  in  this  week  many  increase  their 
labours  ;  some  adding  to  their  fastings ;  others  to  their  w  atch- 
ing's  ;  others  give  more  liberal  alms,testifying  the  greatness  of 
the  divine  goodness  by  their  care  of  good  works,  and  more  in- 
tense piety  and  holy  living.     As  the  Jews  went  forth  to  meet 
Christ,  when  he  had  raised  Lazarus  from  the  dead,  so  now  not 
one  city  but  all  the  world  go  forth  to  meet  Him,  not  with  palm 
branches   in   their  hands,   but   with   almsdeeds,  humanity, 
virtue,  fasting,  tears,   prayers,   fastings,   watchings,  and  all 
kinds  of  piety,  M'hich  they  ofler  to  Christ  their  Lord.     And 
not  only  we,  but  the  emperors  of  the  world  honour  this  week, 
making  it  a  time  of  vacation  from  all  civil  business,  that  the 
magistrates,  being  at  liberty  from  business  of  the  law,  may 
spend  all  these  days  in  spiritual  service.     Let  the  doors  of 
the  courts,  say  they,  now  be  shut  up :  let  all  disputes  and 
all  kinds  of  contention  and  punishment  cease,  let  the  exe- 
cutioner's hands  rest  a  little:  common  blessings  are  wrought 
.  for  us  all  by  our  common  Lord,let  some  good  be  done  by  us 
his  servants.     Nor  is  this  the  only  honour  they  shew  to  this 
week,  but  they  do  one  thing  more  no  less  considerable.  The 
imperial  letters  are  sent   abroad  at  this  time,  commanding 
all  prisoners  to  be  set  at  liberty  from  their  chains.     For  as 
our  Lord,  when  He  descended  into  hell,  set  free  those  that 

•  Chrys.  Horn,  in  Psal.  145.  sive  de  Ilebdomade  MagnS.  torn.  iii.  p.  821. 
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were  detained  l)y  tloatli  ;  so  the  servants,  according-  to  their 
power  imitating-  the  kindness  of  their  Lord,  loose  men  from 
their  corporal  bonds,  when  they  have  no  power  to  relax  the 
spiritual.  All  this  is  repeated  by  Chrysostom  in  another 
of  his  Lent  sermons  much  in  the  same  words,*  which  there- 
fore it  is  needless  to  recite  at  length  in  this  place :  but  it  will 
not  be  improper  to  review  the  particulars,  and  confirm  them 
by  parallel  passages  of  other  writers.  It  is  evident  the  strict 
observation  of  this  week  was  in  use  in  the  time  of  Dionysius, 
Bishop  of  Alexandria,  who  was  scholar  to  Origen,  though 
with  some  difference  according"  to  men's  ability  or  zeal  in 
observing"  it:  for  he  thus  speaks  of  it  in  his  canonical  epis- 
tle :^  some  make  a  superposition  of  the  whole  six  days,  con- 
tinuing" all  the  time  without  eating;  some  add  two  days  to- 
gether, some  three,  some  four,  and  some  not  one.  Now  to 
those,  who  have  borne  such  superpositions,  continuing  with- 
out sustenance,  and  grow  unable  to  hold  out,  and  are  ready 
to  faint,  to  them  leave  is  to  be  given  for  an  earlier  refresh- 
ment. But  if  there  be  any,  who  have  been  so  far  from  su- 
perponing  the  preceding  days,  that  they  have  not  so  mucli 
as  kept  a  common  fast,  but  it  maybe  have  feasted  on  them, 
and  then  coming  to  the  two  last  days,  Friday  and  the  Satur- 
day, have  kept  a  fast  of  superposition  on  tliem,  and  think 
they  do  a  great  thing,  if  they  hold  out  till  break  of  day;  I 
<;annot  think  these  have  striven  equally  with  those,  who 
have  been  engaged  in  the  exercise  more  days  before. 

Sbct.  t?5. — What  meant  by  the  Fasts,  called  virtp9i(Tfic  and  Superp0sUiones, 
Superpository  or  Additional  Fasts  in  this  Wi'ck. 

It  is  plain  from  hence,  that  in  this  great  week  many  made 
an  addition  to  the  common  way  of  fasting.  For  whereas  in 
the  foregoing  [)art  of  Lent  they  took  some  refreshment  every 
evening,  and  never  fasted  on  the  sabbath;  now  they  not 
only  fasted  on  the  sabbath  in  this  week,  but  added  to  it  some 
one  day,  some  two,  some  three,  some  four,  some  five  days. 


'  Chrys.  Horn.  xxx.  in  Gen.  torn.  ii.  p.  4-20,  *  Dionys.  Epitt.  Canon, 
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which  they  passed  in  perfect  abstinence,  eating-  nothing*  all 
this  week  till  the  morning'  of  the  resurrection.  This  kind  of 
fasting  the  Greeks  call  ''^irep^iareig,  and  the  Latins  Superpo- 
sitiones,  super pository  or  additional  fasts.  Dionysius  in 
the  place  last  mentioned  uses  the  name  '"^inQTL^ifxwoi,  for 
those  that  passed  the  whole  six  days  fasting-.  And  Epipha- 
nius  speaking  of  the  manner  of  observing-  the  same  six 
days,  says,^  all  the  people  kept  them  "  Iv  E,-npo(()ayia,  lirivg 
on  dry  7neats,^'  namely  bread  and  salt  and  water,  whicli 
they  only  used  at  evening :  and  they,  that  were  more  zealous, 
superadded  two,  three,  and  four  days,  and  some  the  whole 
week  till  cock-crowing  on  Sunday  morning.  Where  we  may 
observe  two  sorts  of  additions  made  to  the  common  fast  in 
this  week  above  others ;  first  that  they  confined  themselves 
to  the  use  of  dry  meats  only,  which  they  did  not  generally  in 
the  former  part  of  Lent;  and  secondly  that  they  continued 
their  fast  for  several  days  together  without  any  sustenance, 
some  passing  over  the  whole  six  days  in  this  rigorous  way 
without  any  abatement.  And  so  Epiphanius  represents  it  in 
another  place,^  where  he  speaks  of  the  manner  of  observing 
the  holy  week  of  the  Pasch :  some  continued  the  whole 
week  virepTi^s/ievoi,  making  one  continued  fast  of  the  whole  ; 
others  eat  after  two  days,  and  others  every  evening.  This 
was  otherwise  called  iTriavvaTTTHv,  and  jejiinia  conjungere  et 
continuare,  as  we  find  in  Sozomen  and  Tertullian.  For 
Sozomen  speaking  of  Spiridion's  way  of  observing  the 
great  paschal  week,  says,^  at  that  time  he  was  used  with  his 
whole  famiIy£7rt(7uva7rT£tvr)]v  vr]C£««v,  to  join  one  day  of  fast- 
ing to  another ,  and  only  eat  at  a  certain  day,  continuing 
without  any  food  all  the  days  between.  And  this  in  Ter— 
tullian's  phrase  is  jejunia  conjungere, to  join  one  day  offast- 
ing  to  another  ;*  et  sabbatum  continuare  cum  jejuniis  pa- 
rasceues,^ to  make  Friday  and  Saturday  in  the  passion  week 

•  Epiphan.  Epitom.  Fid.  n.  xxiii.     Ol  Sk  a-rrnSaioi  SnrXag  K)  rpnrXdg  k,  rt- 
rpanXag  innp-idevTai,  kj  oXtjv  t))v  ej35oi.iaSa  rivtg  "XP'  oXKtTpvovijJV  K\ayvi]s, 
ri/c  KvpiaKijf  BTTKpwffKsixrjg.     Vid.  Constit.  Apost.  lib.  v.  cap.   18. 
'  Epiphan.  Haer.  xxix.  Nazoreeor.  ^  Sozom.  lib.  i.  cap.  II. 

*  Tertul.de  Patient,  cap.  xiii.  *  Terful.  de  Jcjun,  cap.  xiv. 

Vid.Constitut.  Apostol.  lib.  v.  cap.  18. 
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one  continued  fiist.  This  was  nn  exercise,  which  many  of 
those,  who  followed  the  ascetic  life, used  at  other  times:  for 
Evagrius,  speaking-  of  the  monks  of  Palestine,  says,'  they 
observed  "  rag  KuXn^tvag  vTrtn^eaiiisg,  tfwse  called  superpo- 
sifory  fasts,'"  continuing-  them  for  two  or  three  days,  and 
some  for  live  days  together.  This  in  the  Latin  writers  is 
called  Superpositio  Jejimii :  as  in  the  fragment  of  I  ictori- 
iius  Petavionensis,  published  by  Dr.  Cave,*  where  he  speaks 
of  the  several  sorts  of  fasts  observed  among  Christians, 
some  of  which  were  only  till  the  ninth  hour,  some  till  even- 
ing", and  some  with  a  superposition  or  addition  of  one  fast- 
ing day  to  another.  Though  we  must  note,  that  superposi- 
tion of  a  fast  is  not  always  taken  in  this  sense,  but  some- 
times denotes  a  new  appointed  fast  of  any  kind,  though  it 
had  nothing  extraordinary  but  only  the  newness  of  the  im- 
position in  It,  as  we  find  in  the  Council  of  Eliberis,*  of  which 
more  hereafter  in  its  proper  place. 

Sect.  26.— Of  their  several  Sorts  of  Abstinence. 

Valesius,*  in  his  Notes  upon  Eusebius,  speaks  of  three 
kinds  of  fasts  among  them.  The  first  called  Jcjiinium  No- 
nce, because  it  held  only  till  nine  o'clock,  that  is,  three  in 
the  afternoon,  and  was  proper  to  the  weekly  assemblies  on 
Wednesday  and  Friday,  or  the  stationary  days,  on  which 
they  celebrated  the  communion,  and  therefore  was  also 
called  Jejuni  am  (piarfcp, and  sexfce  fer  ice,  and  Seymjejiinium 
stationum.  The  second  was  the  quadragesimal  fast,  which 
even  lield  till  the  evening.  The  third  he  calls  jejunium 
vTTinOtinor,  or  superjjositionis,  a  superabundant  fast,  which 
held  till  cock-crowing  or  break  of  day,  and  was  proper  to 
the  paschal  week  before  Easter.  But,  as  that  learned  per- 
son enumerates  and  explains,  his  account  is  imperfect. 
For  here  is  no   notice  taken  of  the  \erophagia,  which  he 


•   Evaifr.  lib.  i.  cap.  'ij .  »  Viclorin.  do  rabrii-ft  Mmuli.ap. 

Cave  Hist.  Literar.  vol.  i.  p.  lO.*?.  Ratio  oslenditur,  (piare  nscjiio  ad  liorain 
iionain  jcjunamus,  usque  ad  vesiieraiu,  aut  supei|)ositio  us(juciii  alteram  diem 
fiat.  '  Con.  Kliberit.ran.  xxiii.  et  xxvi. 

*  Vales,  ill  Kus.  lib.  v.  cap.  xxiv.  p.  KHl. 
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himself  owns  to  be  mentioned  by  Tertullian  :  and  then  the 
explication  given  of  the  vwipOimg,  or  superpositio,  though 
true,  is  not  complete,  because  it  signifies  other  kind  of  fasts 
than  what  he  mentions.  I  shall  therefore  give  a  more  dis- 
tinct account  both  of  several  kinds  and  several  days  of  fast-^ 
ing. 

The  first  kind  of  fast  was  abstinence  from  all  meat  till 
evening.  This  was  properly  and  absolutely  caWedjejuiiium 
and  jejiinium  perfectum.  Next  to  this  was  the  semi-jeju- 
nium  or  statio,  which  belonged  to  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 
and  ended  at  nine  o'clock,  or  three  in  the  afternoon.  This 
was  commonly  called  the  half  fast,  because  it  ended  before 
night,  and  might  be  kept  together  with  the  reception  of  the 
holy  communion,  which  was  never  allowed  upon  a  perfect 
fast  day.^  It  had  the  name  statio  from  its  imitation  of  mili- 
tary discipline. 

That  it  ended  at  nine  o'clock  appears  from  Tertullian.^ 
And  this  was  the  quarrel  betwixt  him  and  the  Psychici,^  as 
he  there  calls  the  catholics,  that  the  catholics  would  always 
end  their  stations  at  nine  o'clock,  whereas  he  and  the  Mon- 
tanists  continued  them  till  evening. 

SECT.27.-r-Christians  more  liberal  in  their  Alms  and  Charity  during  Passion 
Week  above  others. 

The  next  addition  mentioned  by  Chrysostom,  as  made  in 
the  spiritual  exercise  and  observation  of  this  week,  is  their 
more  liberal  distribution  of  alms  to  the  poor,  and  exercise 
of  all  kinds  of  charity  to  those  that  stood  in  need  of  it.  For 
the  nearer  they  approached  to  the  passion  and  resurrec- 
tion of  Christ,  by  which  all  the  blessings  in  the  world  were 


'  Tertul.  de  Orat.  cap.  xiv.     Si  statio  de  militari  exemplo  nomen  accipit : 
nam  et  militift  Dei  suraus.  *  Tertul.  de  Jejun.  can.  ii.  where 

speaking  of  the  stations,  he  says,  Quando  etorationes  fere  nona  horaconclu- 
dat  de  Petri  exemplo  quod  Act.  x.  refertur.  *  Ibid.  cap.  x.  jEque 

stationes  nostras  ut  indignas,quasdam  vero  etin  serum  conslitutas,  novitatis 
nomine  incusant,  hoc  quoque  raunus,  et  ex  arbitrioobeuiidumesse  dicentes, 
et  non  ultra  nonam  detinendum  de  suo  scilicet  more.  lb.  can.  x.  ad  fin.  speak- 
ing of  the  Montanisls,  Hsec  erit  statio  sera,  quse  ad  vesperam  jejunans  pin- 
•guiorem  orationem  Deo  immolat.  Id.  cap.  i.  Arguunt  nos  (Psychici)  qu.9^ 
•tationes  pleruraque  in  vesperam  producamus. 

yoL.  vn  ]ji 
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poured  forth  upon  men,  the  more  they  thouj^ht  themselves 
oblig-ed  to  shew  all  niuuner  of  acts  of  mercy  and  kindness  to- 
ward their  brethren. 


Sect.  28. — This  Week  a  Week  of  Rest  and  Liberty  for  Servants. 

Particularly  this  week  before  Easter,  and  the  following 
week  was  a  time  of  rest  and  liberty  to  servants.  Many  in 
great  charity  had  their  freedom  granted  them,  in  imitation 
of  the  spiritual  liberty,  which  Christ  at  this  time  had  pro- 
cured for  all  mankind.  This  is  clear  from  what  has  been 
shewn  before,'  out  of  Gregory  Nyssen,  and  the  laws  of 
Theodosius,  which  allow  all  juridical  acts  done  in  favour  of 
slaves  in  the  fifteen  days  of  the  paschal  solemnity,  in  which 
both  the  pasch  of  the  cross,  and  the  pasch  of  the  resurrec- 
tion are  equally  included.  Both  these  weeks  likewise  were 
equally  set  apart  for  divine  service  ;  and  for  that  reason  all 
servants  had  a  vacation  from  their  ordinary  bodily  labour, 
that  they  might  have  more  leisure  and  opportunity  to  attend 
the  worship  of  God  and  concerns  of  their  souls.  The  au- 
thor of  the  Constitutions,^  in  conformity  to  this  custom, 
which  he  found  in  the  practice  of  the  Church,  gives  this  di- 
rection :  in  the  whole  great  week,  before  Easter,  and  the 
week  following,  let  servants  rest  from  their  labour;  because 
the  one  is  the  time  of  our  Lord's  passion  ;  and  the  other  of 
his  resurrection  ;  and  servants  have  need  to  be  instructed  in 
the  knowledge  of  those  mysteries. 

Sect.  29. — A  general  Release  granted  at  this  Time  by  the  Emperors  to  all 
Prisoners,  both  Debtors  and  Criminals,  some  particular  Cases  of  Crimi- 
nals only  excepted. 

That  particular  sort  of  charity,  which  Chrysostom  speaks 
of,  as  shewn  by  the  emperors  to  all  prisoners,  as  well  cri- 
minals as  debtors,  in  granting  them  a  general  release  out  of 
prison  at  this  season,  is  demonstrated  from  the  imperial  laws 
still  in  being:  for  they  are  said  to  grant  this  indulgence 
with  a  particular  respect  to  the  paschal  solemnity,  which 

'  Book  XX.  chap.  v.  sect.  G  and  7.  *  Conslit.  lib.  viii.  cap.  S3. 
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includes  as  well  the  great  week  before,  as  the  week  follow- 
ing- Easter  day.*  A.nd  so  not  only  Chrysostom,  but  St.  Am- 
brose understood  it,^  when  he  said,  the  holy  days  of  the  last 
week  in  Lent  was  the  time  when  the  bonds  of  debtors  used 
to  be  loosed.  Wherefore  whatever  has  been  said  before  of 
this  indulg-ence  as  belonging"  to  the  Easter  festival,  is  so  to 
be  understood  as  belonging  to  this  holy  and  great  week  of  our 
Saviour's  passion,  when  these  indulgences  first  commenced, 
and  continued  in  force  till  the  whole  festival  was  ended. 

Sect.  30. — All  Processes  at  Law,  as  well  Civil  as  Criminal,  suspended  this 
whole  Week  before  Easter. 

What  Chrysostom  says  further  of  the  emperor's  com- 
manding all  suits  and  processes  at  law  to  cease  in  this  great 
week,  and  the  tribunal  doors  to  be  shut  up,  is  taken  from 
the  express  words  of  the  law  of  Theodosius,  still  extant  in 
both  the  Codes.  For  these,  appointing  what  days  shall  be 
exempted  from  juridical  actions,^  expressly  mention  the  fif- 
teen days  of  the  paschal  solemnity,  the  week  preceding 
and  the  week  following  Easter.  St.  Austin  speaks  of  the 
same  :*  and  Scaliger  mentions  a  law  of  Constantine,*  where- 
in he  had  made  a  like  decree,  that  the  two  paschal  weeks, 
the  one  immediately  before,  and  the  other  following  Easter, 
should  be  exempted  from  all  business  of  the  law.  The  de- 
sign of  which  was,  that  nothing  of  animosity,  or  conten- 
tion, or  cruelty,  or  punishment,  or  bloodshed  should  appear 
at  this  holy  season,  when  all  men  were  labouring  to  obtain 
mercy  and  pardon  by  the  blood  of  Christ ;  and  that  men  se- 
questring  themselves  from  all  civil  and  worldly  business, 
might  with  greater  assiduity  attend  the  exercises  of  piety, 
which  were  peculiar  to  the  solemn  occasion. 

Sect.  31. — The  Thursday  in  this  Week  how  observed. 
The  Thursday  in  this  week,  which  was  the  day,  on  which 

'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ix.  tit.  38.  de  Indulgent.  Criminum.  leg.  iii.  et  iv. 
•  Ambros.  Ep.  xxxiii.  ^  Cod.  Theod.  lib.  ii.  tit.  8.  de  Perils,  leg.  ii. 

Sanctos  quoque  Paschae  dies,  qui  septeno  vel  praecedunt  numero,  vel  sequun- 
tur,  in  e&dem  observatione  numeramus.  *  Aug.  Serm.  lix.exeditis 

a  Sirmondo.  '  Scaliger.  de  Emendat.  Tempor.  lib.  vii.  p.  776. 
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Christ  was  betrayed,  and  Instituted  the  communion  at  his  last 
supper,  was  observed  with  some  peculiar  customs.  For  on  this 
day,  in  some  of  the  Latin  Churches,  the  communion  was  admi- 
nistered in  the  evening"  after  supper,  in  imitation  of  the  com- 
munion of  the  Apostles  at  our  Lord's  last  supper.  As  we 
find  by  a  provision  made  in  one  of  the  Canons  of  the  third 
Council  of  Cartha^^e',  that  the  sacrament  of  the  altar  should 
always  be  received  by  men  fasting,  except  on  one  anniver- 
sary dav,  ^vhen  the  Lord's  last  supper  was  solemnly  com- 
memorated. St.  Austin  takes  notice  of  the  same  custom,^ 
and  withal  observes,  that  the  communion  in  some  piaces 
was  administered  twice  on  this  day  ;  in  the  morning-  for  the 
sake  of  such  as  could  not  keep  the  day  a  fast,  and  in  the 
evening-  for  those  that  fasted  till  evening-,  when  they  ended 
their  fast,  and  received  the  communion  after  supper.  He 
likewise  tells  us,  there  was  a  particular  reason,  why  many 
could  not  fast  upon  this  day,  and  therefore  they  received  the 
communion  in  the  morning- :  for  it  was  customary  with 
many,  who  had  kept  Lent,  to  bathe  and  wash  their  bodies 
on  this  day,  as  ihe  Catchumens  did,  in  order  to  appear  de- 
cently, pure  and  clean  from  the  filth,  which  their  bodies 
might  have  contracted  by  the  austerities  of  Lent,  when  they 
came  to  be  baptised  on  the  Vigil,  or  night  between  the  great 
Sabbath  and  Easter  day:  they  could  not  bear  both  bathing 
and  fasting,  and  therefore  they  fasted  not  on  this  day,  but 
received  the  communion  in  the  morning,  and  eat  their  din- 
ner as  at  other  times;  whilst  others  fasted  all  the  day,  and 
received  the  communion  after  supper. 

On  this  day  the  Compeientes,  or  candidates  of  baptism, 
publicly  reliearsed  the  Creed  before  the  bisliop  or  presby- 
ters in  the  Church,  as  we  learn  from  the  Council  of  Laodi- 
cea,'  which  fixes  this  rehearsal  to  the  fith  day  of  the  great 
week ;  and  from  Theodorus  Lector,*  who  says,  Timotheus 
Bishop   of    Constantinople   was  the  first  that  ordered  the 


'  Con  Carlh,  iii.  can.  wo.  Ut  sacramcnta  altaris  non  nisi  a  jejunls  homi- 
nibus  rrlebrentur,  pxcf'iito  uno  die  anniversario,  quo  coMia  domini  celebratur. 
■  Aug.  P!p.  i  18.  ad  Januar.  caji.  7.  •  Con.  Laodic.  can.  46, 

♦  Tiieodor.  lib.  ii.  p.  .568. 
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Creed  to  be  recited  in  every  church  assembly,  which  before 
was  used  to  be  repeated  only  once  a  year  by  the  Catechu- 
mens on  the  Paraseeue,  or  preparation  to  our  Saviour's  pas- 
sion, when  the  bishop  was  wont  to  catechise  them. 

On  this  day  it  was  customary  for  servants  to  receive  the 
communion,  as  we  find  in  Joannes  Moschus,*  who  tells  us  a 
remarkable  story  of  one,  who  laid  up  the  eucharist  in  his 
chest,  which  he  had  broug^ht  home  from  church  with  him 
"  Tt}  dyia  i^j  fxeydXi^  nifxTrrr), — on  this  great  and  holy  fifth  day 
of  the  "passion  week  f  under  which  name  we  find  it  also  in 
the  title  of  one  of  Chrysostom's  sermons  upon  this  day,^ 
rrj  dyia  icj  fxtydXy  Trevrddt.  The  modern  ritualists  call  it 
Maundy  Thursday,  Dies  Mandati,  because  on  this  day  our 
Saviour  washed  his  disciples'  feet,  and  gave  them  command- 
ment to  follow  his  example  f  or  because  he  instituted  the 
sacrament  of  his  supper  upon  this  day,  commanding- his  dis- 
ciples to  do  the  same  in  remembrance  of  him,  as  others  ex- 
pound it.*  But  the  Pope's  custom  of  excommunicating-  all 
people  and  princes,  that  are  enemies  to  the  Roman  Church, 
on  this  day,  and  among  the  rest  the  King  of  Spain  for  in- 
vading the  rights  of  the  Church,^  (whom  he  absolves  again 
without  asking  any  pardon  on  Good  Friday ;)  as  it  is  a  grand 
ridicule  and  mock  of  Church  discipline,  so  it  is  without  all 
foundation  in  the  practice  of  the  Ancient  Church. 

Sect.  32. — Of  the  Passion  Day,  or  the  Pasch  of  our  Lord's  Crucifixion. 

Some  with  greater  probability  suppose,  that  such  public 
penitents,  as  had  completed  their  penance  for  one,  two, 
three  years  or  more,  the  Lent  preceding;  (for  the  years  of 
penance  were  usually  reckoned  from  Easter  to  Easter :) 
were  absolved  on  this  day.  At  least  it  is  certain  they  were 
reconciled  either  this  or  the  day  following-.  For  St.  Am- 
brose says  very  expressly,®  that  the  day  of  relaxation  of  pe- 

'  Mosch.  Prat.  Spir.  cap.  Ixxix.  *  Chrys.  Horn.  xxx.  de 

Proditione  Judffi.  torn.  v.  p.  453.  *  See  Bp.  Sparrow's  Ration- 

ale on  the  Common  Prayer,  p.  135.  •  Vid.  Lestrange  Alliance 

of  Div.  Offic.  p.  142.  *  Bull,  in  Coena  Domini.     Moulin.  Buckler 

of  Faith.  ''  Ambros.  Ep.  xxxiii.  ad  Sororem.     Erat  dies  quo 

sese  Dorainus  pro  nobis  tiadidit,  quo  in  ecclesiS.  poenitenlia  relaxatur. 
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nanco  in  the  Church,  wns  the  day,  on  which  our  Lord  g'ave 
Himself  for  us.  Which  must  mean  cither  the  day,  on  which 
He  was  betrayed  by  Judas  ;  or  the  day  of  his  passion,  when 
He  offered  Himself  a  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  mankind  ;  that 
is  the  Parasceue,  or  Good  Friday,  or  the  Pasch,  as  it  is 
often  called,  meaning-  the  Pasch  of  the  Cross,  Tla(T\a  Sau- 
p(jo(Tinov,  in  opposition  to  the  000-^0  ^Avagaaifiov,  or  Pasoh  of 
the  Resurrection.  Nor  was  it  onlv  particular  absolutions 
that  were  g-ranted  to  public  penitents  on  this  day  of  the  pas- 
sion, but  a  g"eneral  absolution  or  indulgence  was  proclaimed 
to  all  the  people  observing  the  day  with  fasting,  prayers, 
and  true  contrition  or  compunction.  As  we  find  in  the  fourth 
Council  of  Toledo,  which  makes  a  complaint,  that  in  some 
of  the  Spanish  Churches  the  day  of  the  Lord's  passion  was 
not  regularly  observed:  for  the  Church  doors  were  shut  up, 
and  no  divine  service  performed:  wherefore  they  order,* 
that  the  mystery  of  the  cross  should  be  preached  on  this 
day,  and  that  all  the  people  should  wait  for  the  indulgence 
or  absolution,  that  being  cleansed  by  the  compunction  of 
repentance  and  remission  of  sins,  they  might  worthily  cele- 
brate the  venerable  feast  of  the  Lord's  resurrection,  and 
come  pure  and  clean  to  partake  of  the  sacrament  of  his  body 
and  blood.  They  further  condemn  such  as  ended  their  fast 
on  this  day  at  the  ninth  hour,  and  order,'  that  all,  except 
little  children,  old  men,  and  the  sick,  should  spend  the 
whole  day  in  abstinence  and  mourning,  and  not  give  over 
their  fast,  "  ante  peractas  indulgeiiiice  preces,  before  the 
prayers  of  absolution  were  ended.''  Whence  it  may  be  in- 
ferred, that  this  absolution  was  the  close  of  the  public  ser- 
vice of  this  day,  which  whoever  did  not  attend,  was  to  be 
denied  the  communion  on  Easter  day,  because,  as  the  Canon 
words  it,  he  paid  not  a  due  respect  by  abstinence  to  the  pas- 
sion of  his  Lord.  Indeed  this  day,  as  we  have  seen  before, 
was  one  of  those  two  great  days,  which  all  Christians  in  ge- 
neral thought  themselves  obliged  strictly  to  observe :  even 


'  Con.  Tolelaii.  iv.  can.O.  Oportel  codeni  die  niystrrium  cruois  prsedicari, 
atquc  indulgcntiamcriminumclard  voce  omneiu  populum  prsestolari,  &c. 
*  Ibid.  can.  vii. 
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they,  who  kept  no  other  Lent,  relig-iously  observed  these,  as 
the  days,  on  which  the  bridegroom  was  taken  from  them : 
and  that  seems  to  be  the  reason  why  this  Canon  treats  those 
with  a  little  more  severity,  who  neglected  the  day  of  our 
Saviour's  passion,  because  they  contemned  the  general  cus- 
tom and  observation  of  Christians. 

Sect.  33. — Of  the  Saturday  or  Great  Sabbath  before  Easter. 

The  Saturday,  or  Sabbath  in  this  week  was  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Great  Sabbath  ;^  as  we  find  it 
termed  in  Chrysostom  and  others.  It  had  many  peculiari- 
ties belonging  to  it.  For  this  was  the  only  sabbath  through- 
out the  year  that  the  Greek  Churches  and  some  of  the  Wes- 
tern kept  as  a  fast.  All  other  sabbaths  even  in  Lent  were 
observed  as  festivals  together  with  the  Lord's  day,  as  has 
been  shewn  several  times  before :  but  this  Great  Sabbath 
was  observed  as  a  most  solemn  fast,  which  some  joined  with 
the  fast  of  the  preceding  day,  and  made  them  both  but  one 
continued  fast  of  superposition  ;  and  they,  who  could  not 
thus  join  both  days  together  without  some  refreshment,  yet 
observed  the  Saturday  with  great  strictness,  holding  out 
their  fast  till  after  midnight,  or  cock-crowing  in  the  morning. 
Thus  we  find  it  ordered  in  the  Constitutions,^  conformable 
to  the  practice  of  the  Church  :  let  as  many  as  are  able,  fast 
the  Friday  and  the  Sabbath  throughout,  eating  nothing  till 
cock-crowing  in  the  morning:  but  if  any  cannot  "rag  dvo 
trvvaTTTeiv  6fxs,join  both  days  together^  in  one  continued  fast, 
let  him  however  keep  the  sabbath  a  fast :  for  the  Lord  speak- 
ing of  himself,  said  "  When  the  bridegroom  shall  be  taken 
away  from  them,  in  those  days  shall  they  fast."  So  this 
day  was  kept  an  universal  fast  over  the  whole  Church :  and 
they  continued  it  not  only  till  evening,  but  till  cock-crowing 
in  the  morning,  which  was  the  supposed  time  of  our  Sa- 
viour's resurrection.  The  preceding  time  of  the  night  was 
spent  in  a  vigil  or  pernoctation,  when  they  assembled  toge- 


•  Chrys.  Ep.  i.  ad  Innocent,  torn.  iv.  p.  680.  »  Constit. 

lib.  T.  cap.  18. 
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thor  to  perform  all  parts  of  divine  service,  psalmody,  and 
reading-  the  Scripture,  the  law,  the  prophets,  and  the 
Gospel,  praying-,  and  preaching-,  and  baptizing-  such  of 
their  catechumens  as  presented  themselves  to  baptism:  all 
which  acts  are  particularly  mentioned  by  the  author  of  the 
Constitutions  in  his  description  of  the  paschal  vigil.*  The 
account  of  the  several  vigils  observed  in  the  Church  has 
been  given  in  a  former  Book  :^  here  I  only  take  notice  of 
this  one,  which  was  the  most  famous  of  all  others,  between 
the  Great  Sabbath  and  Easter  day.  Of  which  there  is  fre- 
quent mention  made  in  the  ancient  writers,  Chrysostom,' 
Epiphanius,*  Palladius,^  Gregory  Nyssen,*"'  and  many  others. 
Particularly  Lactantius  and  St.  Jerom  tells  us,  they  observed 
it  upon  a  double  account.  This  is  the  night,  says  Lactan- 
tius,''  which  we  observe  with  a  pernoctatlon  or  watching  all 
the  nig-ht  for  the  advent  of  our  King-  and  God:  of  wliich 
night  there  is  a  twofold  reason  to  be  given,  because  in  this 
night  our  Lord  was  raised  to  life  again  after  his  passion;  and 
in  the  same  He  is  expected  to  return  to  receive  the  kingdom 
of  the  world,  that  is,  to  come  to  judgment.  St.  Jerorn  says,^ 
It  wasia  tradition  among-  the  Jews,  tliat  Christ  would  come 
at  midnight,  as  he  did  upon  the  Egyptians  at  the  time  of  the 
Passover:  and  thence,  he  thinks,  the  apostolical  custom 
came,  not  to  dismiss  the  people  on  the  paschal  vigil  before 
midnight,  expecting- the  coming  of  Christ:  after  which  time 
presuming-  upon  security,  they  keep  the  day  a  festival.     Eu- 


'  Constit.  lib.  v.  cap.  xix.  ^  Book  XIII.  chap.  \x.  sect.  +. 

*  Chrys.  Horn.  xxx.  in  Gen. p.  40(5.     Ep.  i.ad  Innocent,  toin.  iv.  p. 
6S0.  ♦  Epiphan.  Expos.  Fid.  n.  92.  *  Pallad. 

Vit.  Chrysosl.  cap.  ix.  *  Nyssen.  Oral.  inRcsur.  Domin. 

'  Lact.  lib.  vii.  cap.  19.  lltcc  est  nox  qua:  nobis  propter  adven- 
tum  Regis  ae  Dii  no.Mri  pervigilio  celebratur:  cujus  nortis  dej)lex  ratio  est, 
(|Uod  el  ill  efi  vltainti;in  recepit,  cum  passus  est:  »'t  jjostea  orbis  terrju  rea;- 
nuin  rereplums  est.  •  llierom.  in  Mat.  xxv.  0.     Traditio  Jn- 

deorurn  est,  Christum  inedi.l  nocte  venlurum,  in  sintililudiiiein  .I'l-^yptii  lein- 
poris,  (luando  Pascha  eelehratuin  est,  et  exlorniinator  veiiit,  fl  Dominus  su- 
per tabernarula  transiit,  et  sanifuine  agni  postes  nostrnriim  froiitium  eonsecra 
ta  sunt.  Uiule  re«>r  et  traditioueni  aposlolicam  perinaiisisse,  ut  in  die  vigi- 
liaruin  Pascha:,  antenoctis  diinidiuin  populus  dimittere  non  liceut  expectances 
adTcntuni  Christie  ftc. 
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sebius  saj'S,'  in  the  time  of  Constantine  this  vigil  was  kept 
with  great  pomp  :  for  he  set  up  lofty  pillars  of  wax  to  burn 
as  torches  all  over  the  city,  and  lamps  burning-  in  all  places, 
so  that  the  night  seemed  to   outshine  the  sun  at  noon-day, 
Nazianzen  also  speaks  of  this  custom  of  setting-  up  lamps 
and  torches  both   in   the  Churches   and   their  own   private 
houses:  which,  hesays,^  they  did  as  a  Prodomus  or  forerun- 
ner of  that  great  Light  the  Sun  of  righteousness  arising  on 
the  world   on   Easter   day.     Tertullian    intimates,  that  this 
vigil  was  solemnly  kept  in  his  time  by  all  sorts  of  people, 
b}'  women  as  well  as  men  :  for  writing  against  the  marriage 
of  Christian  women  with  heathens,  among  other  arguments 
he  puts  this  question  to  them,^  to  dissuade  them  from  such 
dangerous  engagements:  what  unbelieving' husband  will  be 
content  to  let  his  wife  be  absent  from  him  all  night  at  the 
celebration  of  the  paschal  vigill     And  it  is  plain  from  So- 
crates, that  the  sectaries  as   well  as  the  catholics  had  this 
night  in  great  veneration:  for  it  was  upon  one  of  these  pas- 
chal vigils,*  that  the  Sabbatians,  who  were  a  subdivision  of 
the  Novatian    schismatics,   were   seized  with  such  a  panic 
terror  in  the  night,  that  flying  in  a  strange  confusion  through 
a  straight  passage   from  the  place,  where  the}'  were  met 
they  pressed  so  hard  upon  one  another,  that  threescore  and 
ten  of  them  were  trodden  to  death. 

This  night  was  famous  above  all  others  for  baptizing  of 
catechumens;  as  we  learn  not  only  from  the  general  account 
given  of  the  ancient  time  of  baptizing,  as  fixed  chiefly  to  the 
paschal  solemnity;  but  more  particularly  from  those  sad  re- 
lations made  by  St.  Chrysostom^  and  Palladius,*^  of  the  bar- 
barous invasion  of  Chrysostom's  Church,  and  the  assaults 
made  upon  him,  and  his  clergy  and  people,  as  they  were 
assembled  together  this  night  to  keep  the  paschal  vigil,  and 
baptize  the    catechumens.     Where,  among    other  grievous 


'  Eusob.  Vit.  Const,  lib.  iv.  cap.  22  et  57.  '  Naz.  Orat. 

xlii.  (\e  Pasch.  p. 676.  »  Teitul.  ad  Uxor.  lib.  cap.  iv.     Quis 

deniqiic  solcnnibus  Paschae  abnoctanteni  secuius  substinebit? 
*  Socrat.  lib.  vii.  cap.  5.  ■''  Chrys.  Ep.  i.  ad  Iniiocout.  torn.  iv. 

p.  6S0.  6  Pallad.  Vit.  Clirysost.  cap.  ix. 
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acts  of  hostility,  they  take  notice  of  this  one  unparalleled 
instance  of  indecent  cruelly,  that  the  enemy  forced  the  wo- 
men catechumens,  who  were  divested  in  order  to  baptism, 
to  fly  away  naked,  and  slew  many  of  them  in  the  very  bap- 
tisteries, making-  the  holy  fonts  swim  with  blood.  And  yet 
in  this  one  nig-ht, notwithstanding- the  tumult,  three  thousand 
persons  were  baptized  ;  as  is  particularly  noted  by  Palladius, 
from  whence  it  is  easy  to  conclude,  that  this  night  was  a  ce- 
lebrated time  of  baptism;  and  that  as  the  penitents  were  re- 
stored the  day  before  to  the  communion,  which  they  had 
lost,  so  on  this  day  the  catechumens  were  made  complete 
Christians,  and  admitted  to  the  communion,  which  they  ne- 
ver had  before,  and  both  in  order  to  participate  of  the  holy 
eucharist  on  Easter  day.  So  we  have  seen  the  whole  prac- 
tice of  the  Church  from  first  to  last  in  relation  to  the  obser- 
vation of  Lent,  or  the  first  great  anniversary  fast  of  forty 
days. 


CHAP.  II. 

Of  the   Fasts   of  the  Four   Seasons ;  Of  Monthly    FastSy 
and  the  Original  of  Ember- fVeeks  and  Rogation  Days. 

Sect.  1. — The    Fast    of    March,  or    the   first  Month,  the  same  with  the 

Lent  Fast. 

The  next  anniversary  fasting  days  were  those,  which  were 
called  Jejunia  quatuor  temporum,  the  fasts  of  the  four 
seasons  of  the  year.  These  were  called  the  fasts  of  the  first, 
fourth,  seventh  and  tenth  months,  or  the  fasts  of  the  sj)ring, 
summer,  autumn  and  winter,  observed  in  March,  June,  Sep- 
tember and  December,  which  were  accounted  the  beg-inning" 
of  the  four  several  seasons  of  the  year.  These  were  at  first 
designed,  not  to  be  the  seasons  of  ordination,  but  to  beg-  a 
blessing-  of  God  upon  the  several  seasons  of  the  year,  or  to 
return  thanks  for  the  benefits  received  in  each  of  them,  or 
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to  exercise  and  purify  both  body  and  soul  in  a  more  parti- 
cular manner  at  the  return  of  these  certain  terms  of  stricter 
discipline  and  more  extraordinary  devotion.  One  of  the  first, 
that  speaks  formally  of  these  fasts  under  the  name  and  num- 
ber of  the  four  seasons,  is  Pope  Leo  in  his  sermons  about 
the  year  460,  in  one  of  which  he  thus  recounts  them  :^  ■'  the 
ecclesiastical  fasts  are  so  distributed  through  the  whole 
year,  that  there  is  a  law  of  abstinence  affixed  to  all  the  four 
seasons.  For  we  keep  the  spring-  fast  in  Lent,  the  summer 
fast  in  Pentecost,  the  autumnal  fast  in  the  seventh  month, 
and  the  winter  fast  in  the  tenth  month."  In  another  place  he 
says,^  "  these  fasts  are  incessantly  renewed  with  the  course 
of  days  and  times,  that  the  medicinal  power  of  them  may 
put  us  in  mind  of  our  infirmities."  Philastrius  also  speaks 
of  four  noted  annual  fasts  kept  by  the  Church  in  the  course 
of  the  year:^  but  instead  of  the  fast  of  September  he  puts 
the  fast  of  Epiphany,  reckoning  them  in  this  order:  the 
Church  celebrates  four  fasts  in  the  year;  the  first  before  the 
Nativity,  the  second  before  the  Pasch,  the  third  before  Epi- 
phany, and  the  fourth  in  Pentecost,  So  that  these  four  fasts 
were  not  exactly  the  same  in  the  time  of  Philastrius,  that 
they  were  in  the  time  of  Pope  Leo.  The  spring  fast,  or  the 
fast  before  Easter  is  evidently  the  Lent  fast,  of  which  we 
have  spoken  before  :  for  as  yet  there  was  no  particular  week 
in  Lent  set  aside  for  ordinations,  to  make  a  distinct  fast  of  it, 
as  we  shall  see  hereafter. 

Sect.  2.— The  Fast  of  Pentecost. 

The  fast  of  Pentecost,  which  Leo  calls  the  summer  fast, 
is  mentioned  also  by  Athanasius :  for  in  his  apology  ta 


'  Leo.  Serm.  Tiii.  de  Jejun,  x.  Mensis.  Ita  per  totiusanni  circulura  distri- 
buta  sunt,  ut  lex  abstinentise  omnibus  sit  ascripta  temporibus:  si  quidera 
jejunium  vernum  in  Quadragesima,  ffistivum  in  Pentecoste,  autumnale  in 
mense  septirao,  hyemale  autem  in  hoc,  quiest  decimus,  celebramus. 
*  Serm.  vii.  de  Jejun,  Decimi  Mensis.  Et.  Serm.  ix.de  Jejun.  Septimi 
Mensis.  3  Philastr.  User,  xcvii.  Bibl.  Patr.  tom.  iv.  p.  48, 

Per  annum  quatuor  jejunia  in  ecclesia  celebrantur.      In    Natali    primum, 

deinde  in  Pascha,  tertium  in  Epiphania,    quartum  in  Pentecoste. Ab  As- 

censione  inde  usque  ad  Pentecosten  diebus  decern. 
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Constantius  he  says,'  the  people  in  the  week  after  the  holy 
Pentecost,  having  finished  their  fast,  went  to  pray  in  the 
cemetry  or  church-yard.  The  Council  of  Girone  in  Spain' 
fixes  this  to  the  week  after  Pentecost,  so  that  after  the  solem- 
nity of  that  festival  was  over,  a  three  days  fast  was  to  be  kept 
on  Thursday,  I'riday  and  Saturday  in  the  week  imnaediately 
following.  The  second  Council  of  Tours  appoints  the' 
whole  week  after  Pentecost  to  be  kept  an  exact  fast  by  those 
of  the  monastic  life.  But  whether  this  was  in  the  week 
following  Whitsunday,  or  the  week  after  that,  appears  not 
from  those  Canons.  Neither  were  these  fasts  of  the  four 
seasons  so  fixed  to  any  certain  week,  but  that  they  some- 
times varied  a  week  or  more  in  their  observation,  as  appears 
from  the  Council  of  Salegunstade,*  which  gives  particular 
directions  how  to  order  and  accommodate  tliese  variations. 
And  in  one  of  our  English  Councils  held  at  Oxford,*  under 
Stephen  Langton,  anno  1222,  which  settles  the  fast  of  the 
four  season,  it  is  intimated,  that  the  fast  of  Pentecost  was 
differently  observed  by  many  :  for  some  kept  it  in  the  week 
after  the  Litanies,  or  Rogation  days,  and  others  in  the  week 
of  Pentecost.  Which  shews,  that  there  was  no  universal 
rule  or  tradition  about  this  fast  in  the  Church. 

Sect.  3. — The  Fast  of  tbe  Seventh  Montli,  or  the  Autumnal  Fast. 

The  fast  of  the  seventh  month,  or  the  autumnal  fast,  is 
not  so  much  as  mentioned  by  Philastrius,  nor  any  other 
writer  that  T  know  of,  before  Pope  Leo.  But  after  him  Gela- 
sius  speaks  of  it,^  as  one  of  the  four  solemn  times  of  ordina- 


'  Athan.  Apol.  dc  Fugfi.  torn.  i.  p.  7()t.  '^  ("on.  Gerundcns.  can.  ii. 

Ut  explcti'i  solcnnilale  Pcntecosti-s,  in  sequenti  septimanfi,  aquiiita  fi'iiS  in 
sabbatuu),  jxt  hoc  tiidmini  abstinentia  celibrctiir.  "  (on.  Turon. 

ii.  can.  xviii.     Post  quirKniai^fsiniain  totft  lu'bdomadft  exnctt>  jejuiicnt. 
*  Con.  Salegunstad.  an.  lO'i'i.  can.  ii.  *  Con.  Oxon.  can.  viii. 

Con.  toni.  xi.  p.  '2.7b.  In  Marlio  prinifi  h<bdoma<ift  jcjunandum  est  fcrifi 
qiiarlfi  it  scxtfi  t-t  sal)bat().  In  .Funioin  seciindfi.  ([Uod  diiplicilt-r  obscrvatiir 
k  pliiritius,  in  piiinfi  litdxloniadfi  Penlecostes.  In  Septcnibri  per  ties  dies. 
Ill  proxim&  soptimanfi  inti-^rri  ante  nntalcui  Domini.  *  Qelas. 

Ep.  ix.  ad  ICpisuopus  LucaniiE.  cap.  xi. 
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tion,  which  were  always  accompanied  with  fasting*  from  the 
time  that  they  were  first  introduced  into  the  church  :  but 
this  was  not  till  after  the  time  of  Pope  Leo  }  for  thoug-h  he 
often  speaks  of  the  fast  of  September,  or  the  seventh  month, 
yet  he  never  so  much  as  intimates,  that  it  was  a  stated  time 
of  ordination,  but  assigns  other  reasons  for  it,  because  it  was 
fit  men  should  purge  themselves  from  sin  at  the  return  of 
every  various  season  of  the  year. 

Sect.  4. — The  Advent   or   Nativity  Fast,  called  the  Fast  of  December,  or 
the  Tenth  Month. 

The  fast  of  December,  or  the  tenth  month,  by  some  called 
the  Advent  or  nativity  fast,  is  mentioned  by  Philastrius,  as 
one  of  the  four  solemn  fasts  of  the  church.  This  fast 
anciently  was  kept  from  the  festival  of  St.  Martin  till  Christ- 
mas day,  three  days  in  the  week,  Mondays,  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays,  as  we  find  in  the  first  Council  of  Mascon, 
which  orders^,  that  it  should  be  observed  after  the  manner 
of  Lent,  that  is,  that  the  oblation  should  not  be  celebrated 
on  those  days,  and  that  the  Canons  should  be  read  at  this 
time,  that  no  one  might  pretend  ignorance  for  the  non-ob- 
servance of  them.  The  second  Council  of  Tours  appoints^ 
the  monks  to  fast  every  day  during  this  season.  But  in 
the  Council  of  Salegunstade*and  Oxford^  this  fast  is  reduced 
to  the  week  immediately  before  Christmas. 

Sect.  6. — The  Fasts  at  Epiphany. 

Besides  these  fasts  at  the  four  seasons,  Philastrius  men- 
tions a  fast  before  Epiphany,  or  rather,  as  has  been  observed 
before,  put  it  in  the  room  of  the  fast  of  September.     The 

'  Leo.  Serm.  ix.  de  Jejun.  vii.  Mensis.  p.  88.  *  Con.  Matiscon.  i. 

can.ix.  Ut  a  feri^Sancti  Martini  usque  ad  natalem  Domini  secundS,  quartS. 
et  sexta  Sabbati  jejunetur,  et  sacrificia  qnadragesimali  ordine  celebrentur. 
In  quibus  diebus  canones  legendos  esse  sancimus,  ut  nullus  fateatur  se  per 
ignorantiam  deliquisse.  *  Con.  Turon.ii.  can.  xviii.     De  Decembri 

usque  ad  natalem  Domini  omni  die  jejunent.  *  Con.  Saleguustad, 

can.  ii.  In  Decembri  illud  observandura  erit,  ut  proximo  sabbato  ante 
vigiliam  natalis  Domini  celebretur  jejunium.  *  Con.  Oxon.  can. 

viii.  ut  supra.  In  proximi  septiraana  integrS  ante  natalem  Domini  jejui- 
nandura. 
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second  Council  of  Tours  takes  notice  of  this,  and  tells  us/ 
it  was  a  fast  of  three  days,  and  that  it  was  appointed  parti- 
cularly at  that  time  in  opposition  to  the  heathen  festivals, 
which  they  were  used  to  observe  with  a  great  deal  of  cor- 
ruption, and  licentious  revelling"s  for  three  days  together; 
which  three  days  therefore  the  fathers  rather  chose  to  make 
days  of  abstinence  and  private  Litanies,  to  restrain  the 
people  from  running*  into  the  extravagant  riots  and  excesses 
of  the  heathen.  So  that  new  year's  day,  or  Circumcision, 
was  rather  kept  as  a  fast,  than  a  festival,  for  several  ages  in 
the  Church.  For  it  appears  from  the  foresaid  Council,  that 
the  Kalends  of  January  were  included  in  the  three  days, 
which  was  called  the  Epiphany  fast. 

Sect.  6.— Of  Monthly  Fasts. 

In  some  places  they  had  also  monthly  fasts  throughout 
the  year,  except  in  the  two  months  of  July  and  August. 
Thus  it  was  in  Spain,  by  an  order  of  the  Council  of  Elil)eris, 
which  orders,*  that  extraordinary  fasts  should  be  celebrated 
every  month,  except  those  two,  because  of  the  sickliness  of 
the  season.  That  these  were  something  more  than  the  or- 
dinary fasts  of  Wednesday  and  Friday,  seems  evident  from 
the  name  that  is  given  them  of  fasts  of  superposition, 
which  in  this  place  denotes  not  the  length  of  the  fast,  but 
the  newness  of  the  imposition,  as  Albaspina^us  observes 
upon  the  place  ;  though  what  sorts  of  fasts  they  were  is  not 
very  easy  to  determine.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  conjecture 
in  an  obscure  matter,  I  should  conclude  this  superposition 
of  fasts,  was  the  addition  of  Monday  to  Wednesday  and 
Friday,  because  we  find  it  so  in  one  of  the  French  Councils,* 


•  Con.  Turon.  ii.  can  xviii.  Inter  natalem  Domini  et  Epiphaniam  omni 
die  festivitutes  sunt.  Excipitur  triduuni  illud,  <|uo  ad  calcandani  Gt-ntilium 
consnetudiuem,  patres  nostri  statuerunt  privatns  in  Kaicndis  Jannarii  fieri 
litanias,  &c.  •  Con.  Eliber.  can.xxiii.  Jejuiiiorum  suptTpositiones 

per    sint^ulos   menses   placuit   celebrari,  exceptis   diebus  duoruni  niensiuni 
Julii  et  Augusti,  ob  eorundiin  intirmitatem.  ■  Con.  Turon.  ii. 

can.  xviii.      Post    quinquaifesiinam  tot<i  hebdomadfi  exact6  jejunent,  Postea 
usque  ad  Kaleiidas  Augusti  tcr  in  scptituaiiii  jejunent  sccuuda,  quarlfi  et 
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which  ordering  the  manner  of  fasting-  in  several  months  of 
the  year  for  those  of  the  ascetic  Ufa,  appoints  them  to  fast 
three  times  a  week,  viz.  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Friday,  from  Pentecost  till  August ;  and  so  again  for  the 
months  of  September,  October  and  November.  But  August 
is  excepted,  because  in  this  month  every  day  almost  was 
Celebrated  as  the  festival  of  some  martyr,^  with  the  raanica- 
tion,  or  morning  service  proper  to  a  festival.  Besides  that 
the  Council  of  Eliberis  itself,  in  another  Canon,^  introducing 
the  Saturday  fast  into  Spain,  which  before  was  used  to  be 
a  festival,  for  that  reason  calls  it  a  fast  of  superposition, 
because  it  was  newly  taken  into  use  in  Spain,  after  the 
example  of  the  Church  at  Rome.  But  if  this  conjecture 
about  monthly  and  superpository  fasts  be  not  satisfactory 
every  reader  is  at  liberty  to  judge  for  himself  upon  better 
light  and  information. 

Sect.  7. — The  Original  of  the  Four  Ember  Weeks,  or  Ordination  Fasts. 

Some  think  the  Ember  weeks,  or  ordination  fasts,  were 
the  same  with  the  fasts  of  the  four  seasons,  and  therefore 
commonly  take  it  for  granted,  that  what  proves  the  one, 
proves  the  other  also.  But  I  have  formerly  had  occasion  to 
shew,^  that  for  several  ages  there  were  no  certain  times  of 
ordination  settled  by  the  Church,  but  that  she  ordained  per- 
sons to  all  offices  and  degrees  at  any  times,  as  the  necessity 
of  affairs  required.  And  when  the  fasts  of  the  four  seasons 
were  first  instituted,  they  were  appointed  for  other  ends,  and 
not  upon  the  account  of  ordinations :  because  the  ordina- 
tions in  the  Church  of  Rome  were  still  performed  in  De- 
cember only,  after  the  fasts  of  the  four  seasons  were  in  use, 
till  Simplicius,  about  the  year  467,  added  February  to  De- 


sextS,  die,  exceptis  his  qui  aliqua  infirraitate  constricti  sunt.  In  Augusto, 
quia  quotidie  missje  sanctorum  sunt,  prandium  habeant.  In  Septembri  toto 
et  Octobri  et  Novembri,  sicut  prius  dictum  est,  ter  in  Septimana. 

*  Con.Turon.2.  can.  xix.  Toto  Augustomanicationes  fiant,  quia  festivitates 
sunt  etmissse.  *  Con.  Eliber.  can.  xxvi.  Errorem  placuit  corrigi,  ut 

omni  Sabbati  die  jejuniorum  superpositionem  celebremus. 
'  Book  IV.  chap.  vi.  sect.  6. 
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cember.  Tliis  Is  noted  by  Amalarius  Fortunatiis,'  as  I  have 
shewn  before:  and  Mr. ^^  harton  tells  us,*  he  found  the  same 
remark  made  by  Ivo  Carnotensis,  in  a  manuscript  book  of 
his  ecclesiastical  oflices.  Tlie  Council  of  Ments,  in  the 
time  of  Charles  the  Great,  mentions  the  fasts  of  the  four 
seasons,'  and  iixes  them  to  the  first  week  in  March,  the 
second  week  in  June,  the  third  week  in  September,  and  the 
week  in  December  that  comes  immediately  before  Christmas 
day  ;  but  yet  says  nothing  of  their  being  Ember  weeks,  or 
the  fasts  of  ordination.  And  some  think  Gregory  \  II.  was 
the  first  that  ordered  the  ordination  fasts,  and  the  fasts  of 
the  four  seasons,  to  concur  exactly  together ;  before  which 
time,  as  the  seasons  of  ordination  were  arbitrary  and  move- 
able, so  were  the  fasts  that  depended  on  them,  which  were 
always  of  use  in  the  Church,  though  not  always  fixed  to 
four  certain  seasons. 

Sect.  8. — The  Original  of  the  Rogation  Fast. 

About  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  there  was  a  new- 
fast  begun  in  France  by  Mamercus,  Bishop  of  Vienna,  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Litany  or  Rogation  days,  which  were 
the  three  days  immediately  before  Ascension  day,  in  the 
middle  of  Pentecost.  The  affixing  of  a  fast  to  these  days 
was  altogether  new,  because  heretofore  the  whole  fifty  days 
of  Pentecost  were  one  entire  festival,  and  all  fasting  and 
kneeling  were  prohibited  at  this  time,  as  has  been  shewn  in 
the  last  book.*  Supplications  or  litanies  were  in  use  before 
upon  extraordinary  occasions,  but  Mamercus  was  the  first 
that  fixed  them  to  these  days :  and  many  Churches  in  the 
West  followed  his  example,  as  Sidonius  Apollinaris  informs 
us.*    But  the  Spanish  Churches  chose  rather  to  stick  by  the 

'   Amalar.  dc  OfiTic.  Eccles.  lib.  ii.  cap.  1.  *  Wharton.  Auclar. 

ad  UsSLT.  Hist.  Dogiiiat.  de  Scriptur.  t-t  Sacris  \'frnacuiis.  p.  31)3.  Onines 
npostolicus  a  Bt-ato  Pi'trn  us(|ue  ad  Siinpliciuin  Pupuin  ordinatioii^s  tnntuiQ 
injfjuiiio  Deceiiibiis  celebrasse,  adnotavit  Ivo  Cariuitciisis  in  Librode  Ec- 
cU'siasticis  Ofliciis  MS.  •  Cone.  Moi^unti  can.  34.  De  Quatuor 

Tcinporibua  observandis.  *  Boolt  X\.  cliap.  vi. 

*  Sidon.  lib.  V.  E,i.  14.  lib.  vii.  Ep.  I. 
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old  custom  of  keeping-  Pentecost  an  entire  festival:  and 
therefore  the  Council  of  Girone  ordered/  that  this  fast  of 
the  Rog-ation  days  should  rather  be  kept  in  the  week  after 
Pentecost,  and  appointed  another  such  Litany  or  Rogation 
fast  to  be  kept  on  the  kalends  or  first  day  of  November, 
which  is  now  become  the  festival  of  All  Saints,  transferred 
from  Trinity  Sunday,  The  fifth  and  sixth  Councils  of  To- 
ledo appointed  another  Litany  fast  to  be  kept  on  the  ides 
or  thirteenth  day  of  December.^  And  the  seventeenth  Coun- 
cil of  Toledo,  anno  694,  made  a  more  g-eneral  decree,^  that 
such  litanies  or  rogations  should  be  used  in  every  month 
throughout  the  year.  And  under  this  head  of  monthly 
fasts,  we  may  conclude  that  the  Rogation  fast  of  Pentecost, 
though  not  received  at  first,  might  perhaps  come  at  last  to 
be  admitted  in  the  Spanish  Churclies  :  which  yet  is  not  in- 
disputably certain,  because  Walafridus  Strabo,  who  lived  a 
whole  ag-e  after  this  Council,  observes  of  them,*  that  they 
refused  to  keep  any  fast  in  Pentecost,  but  put  it  off' till  after- 
ward, because  it  is  written,  "  The  children  of  the  bride- 
chamber  cannot  fast,  so  long  as  the  bridegroom  is  with 
them."  But  whether  he  made  this  observation  of  the  Spa- 
nish Church  as  it  was  in  his  own  time,  or  as  it  was  in  former 
times,  when  the  Council  of  Girone  forbad  all  fasting-  in  Pen- 
tecost, is  a  little  doubtful :  and  therefore  I  content  myself 
with  bare  hinting  the  thing  here,^  and  leave  it  as  a  matter 
under  dispute,  that  may  admit  of  further  enquiry.  For  the 
Greek  Church,  the  thing-  seems  more  uncontested,  that  they 
never  had  anv  Rotation  fast  in  the  time  of  Pentecost.  For 
besides  the  silence  of  all  the  ancient  Greek  writers  about  it, 
Leo  Allatius,  who  was  originally  a  Greek,  assures  us,^  that 
the  present  Greek  Church  knows  nothing  of  the  three  Ro^- 
gation  days  before  Ascension  ;  neither  have  they  any  stated 


'  Con.  Geiundens.  can.  2  et  3.  *  Con.  Tolet.  5.  can.  1.     Con. 

Tolet.  6.  can.  2.  ^  c^^^  Tolet.  17.  can.  6.  *  Strabo 

de  Otlic.  Eccles.  cap.  2S.  ^   See  more  of  this  Rogation  Fast, 

Book  XIII.  chap.  i.  sect.  10.  ^  Allat  de  Dominicis  Hebdomad. 

GraECor.  p.  1  i56.     Rogatlones  triduanjE  ante  Ascensionem  Domini  GraEcis 
ignotae  sunt,  nee  ulla  habcnt  stata  jejunia  inter  Pascha  et  Pentecosten. 
VOL.    VII.  () 
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fasts  botween  Easter  and  Pentecost,  no  not  so  much  as  the 
half-fasts  of  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  which  were  observed 
as  stationary  days  in  all  other  parts  of  the  year.  And  both 
he  and  Grctser  reprove  those,'  who  ascribe  the  observation 
of  the  Rogation  fast  to  them,  upon  a  mistaken  fj-round,  as  if 
the  word  AdiKaivi'iatiioc,  which  signifies  the  week  after  Easter, 
or  the  week  of  renovation,  was  to  be  read,  AutKevinifxog,  the 
week  of  maceration  or  fasting",  supposing-  it  to  be  the  week 
of  the  Rogation  fast,  when  indeed  there  never  was  any  such 
fast  in  use  among  them.  So  that  as  this  fast  was  of  no  long 
standing  in  the  Western  Church,  nor  universally  received 
there,  so  it  is  plain,  the  Eastern  Church  knew  nothing  of  it, 
but  always  kept  Pentecost  an  entire  festival,  according  to 
the  ancient  and  general  rule  of  the  Church. 


CHAP.  III. 

Of  the  Weekly  Fasts  of  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  or  the 
Stationary  Days  of  the  Ancient  Church. 

Sect.  1. — The  Original  of  these  Fasts. 

Thus  far  we  have  considered  the  annual  fiists  of  the  An- 
cient Church,  which  were  kept  at  their  stated  times  in  the 
revolution  of  every  year.  Beside  these  they  had  their 
weekly  fasts  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  called  the  sta- 
tionary days,  and  half  fasts,  and  fasts  of  the  fourth  and 
sixth  days  of  the  week,  by  the  Latins  feria  quarta  et  sexta, 
and  by  the  Greeks  Ttrpag  icj  Traoao-icfujj.  These  are  certainly 
as  ancient  as  the  time  of  Clemens  Alexandrinus  and  Tertul- 
lian.  F'or  Clemens,  describing  his  Gnostic,  or  perfect 
Christian,  says,-  he  understands  the  mystery  of  the  fasts  of 
the  fourth  and  sixth  days,  which  are  called  by  the  names  of 
Mercury  and  Venus  among  the  Gentiles.  He  therefore  fasts 


'  Grctser  in  Codinura.  lib.  iii.  cap.  9.  *  Oleni.  Alex.  Strom.  7. 

p.  877.  Edit.  Oxon. 
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all  his  life  from  covetoiisness  and  lust ;  meaning  that  those 
were  the  peculiar  vices  of  Mercury  and  Venus  among-  the 
heathen.  Not  long  after,  TertuUian,  disputing  against 
some/  who  were  against  all  religious  observation  of  times 
and  seasons,  because  of  those  words  of  the  Apostle,  Gal. 
iv.  5.  "  Ye  observe  days  and  months,  and  times  and  years," 
thus  refutes  them  from  the  practice  and  observation  of 
the  whole  Church :  if  the  Apostle  has  wholly  cancelled  all 
observation  of  times  and  days,  and  months  and  years,  why 
do  we  celebrate  the  Pasch  in  its  annual  return  and  revolu- 
tion ?  Why  do  we  spend  the  fifty  days  after  in  perpetual 
joy?  Why  do  we  set  apart  the  fourth  and  sixth  days  of 
the  week  for  our  stations,  and  the  Parasceue,  or  Friday,  for 
our  fasts'?  In  like  manner  Orig-en.^  We  have  the  forty  days 
of  Lent  consecrated  to  fasting :  we  have  the  fourth  and 
sixth  days  of  the  week,  on  which  we  observe  our  solemn 
fasts.  And  Victorinus  the  martyr,^  who  lived  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  third  century,  speaks  of  both  these  days  as  re- 
ligiously observed  with  fasting,  either  till  nine  o'clock,  that 
is,  three  in  the  afternoon,  or  till  evening-,  or  by  a  super-po- 
sition, as  they  called  it,  to  the  next  day.  And  he  particu- 
larly tells  us,  they  observed  Friday  as  a  stationary  day,  be- 
cause it  was  the  passion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Which 
is  also  noted  by  Peter,  Bishop  of  Alexandria,  who  lived  in 
the  same  age,  and  died  a  martyr  a  little  after  in  the  Diocle- 
tian persecution.  For  thus  he  speaks  in  one  of  his  Canons:* 
"  let  no  one  blame  us  for  observing  the  fourth  day  of  the 


•  Tertul.  de  Jejun.  cap.  14.  Si  omncm  in  totutn  devotionem  teraporura  et 
dlerum  et  mensium  et  annorum  erasit  Apostolus,  cur  Pascha  celebraraus  in 
annuo  circulo,  in  mense  primo?  cur  quinquaginta  exinde  diebus  in  omni  ex- 
ultatione  decurrimus  1  cur  stationibus  quartam  et  sextam  Sabbati  dicainus  ? 
Et  Jejuniis  Parasceuen?  ®  Orig.  Honi.  10.  in  Levit.  torn.  1.  p. 

159.  Habemus  quadragesimse  dies  jejuniis  consecratos.  Habemus  quartam 
et  sextam  septimanfe  dies,  quibus  solenniter  jejunamus.  *  Victorin. 

de  Fabrica  Mundi.  ap.  Cave.  Histor.  Literar.  torn.  i.  p.  103.  Nunc  ratio  ve- 
rilatis  ostenditur,  quare  dies  quartus  tetras  nuncupatur  ;  quare  usque  ad  ho- 
ram  nonam  jejunamus,  usque  ad  vesperam,  aut  superpositio  usque  in  alterum 

diem  fiat Sextus  dies  parasceue  appellatur:hoc  quoque  die  ob  Passionem 

Domini  Jesu  Christi,  aut  stationem  Deo,  aut  Jejunium  facimus. 
*  Petr.  Alex.  can.  15. 

o  2 
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weok,  nnd  the  parasccue,  or  day  of  |»roparation,  viz.  Friday, 
or  tlie  sixth  day,  on  which  days  we  have  a  rational  appoint- 
ment to  fast,  from  ancient  tradition  :  on  the  fourth  day,  be- 
cause the  Jews  conspired  to  betray  our  Lord  ;  and  on  the 
preparation,  or  sixth  day,  because  then  our  Lord  sutiered 
for  us,"' 

Sect.  2. — Tlie  Reasons  of  their  Institution. 

Many  other  such  testimonies  occur  in  the  writers  of  the 
fourth  and  following-  ag-es,  St.  Basil,'  St.  Jerome,"^  St.  Aus- 
tin,^ Kpiphanius,*  and  the  authors  of  the  apostolical  Canons 
and  Constitutions  :*  but  those  already  alleged  are  most  per- 
tinent to  shew  the  antic]uity  of  the  observation.  Some  de- 
rive I  he  original  of  these  fasts  from  apostolical  institution. 
So  Epiphanius  and  the  author  of  the  Constitutions ;  which, 
as  a  learned  person  rightly  observes,^  is  a  g"ood  argument 
of  their  anticjuity,  seeing  those  authors  could  derive  them 
from  no  other  fountain  but  apostolical  institution.  How- 
ever, St.  Austin  does  not  carry  the  matter  so  high,  but  ra- 
ther accounts  them  an  appointment  of  the  Church  upon 
reasons  taken  out  of  the  Gospel.  This  reason,  says  he,' 
may  be  given  why  the  Church  fasts  chiefly  on  the  fourth 
and  sixth  days  of  the  week,  because  it  appears,  upon  con- 
sidering the  Gospel,  that  on  the  fourth  day,  which  we  com- 
monly call  feria  qua7ta,  the  Jews  took  counsel  to  kill  our 
Lord  ;  and  on  the  sixth  day  our  Lord  suffered  :  for  which 
reason  the  sixth  day  is  rightly  appointed  a  fast.  Peter, 
Bishop  of  Alexandria,"  assigns  the  same  reason  for  the  ob- 
servation of  these  fasts,  and  so  does  the  author  of  the  Apos- 


'  Basil.  Ep.  289.  «  Ilieron.  in  Gnlaf.  cap.  4.  «  Aug-. 

Ep.  fi6.  ad  Casulan.  ♦  Epiplian.  Hwres.  77.  n  2.     It.  FCxpos. 

Fidel.  *  Tan.  Apost.  C9.     Constitut.  A|)ost.  lib  v.  c.  15.  lib.  Tii. 

c.  23.  "  Bevercsr.  Cod.  Can.  Vindio.  lib.  iii.  cap.  10.  sect.  2. 

'  Aug  l^i..  60.  ad  Casulan.  Cur  auti-m  <]iiarta  et  sexta  maxiine 
jejnnet  ecrlesia,  ilia  ratio  rcildi  videtur,  (juod  considerato  evangclio,  ijisa 
(luiirta  Sabbati,  (juain  vulgo  (juartam  feriain  vocani,  consilium  reperiuntur  ad 

occidenduni   Doiniiiuin   fccissc  Judici.     Interniisso   auteni  uiio  die passus 

est  Uoniinus  ((piod  nemo  anibigit)    sexta  Sabbati :  quapropter  ut  ipsa  scxta 
recte  j^junio  depulatur.  •   Pet.  Ab'x.  can.  l.j. 
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tolical  Constitutions,  and  Victorinus  Martyr  in  the  passages 
already  cited.  So  that  whatever  original  these  fasts  had  in 
point  of  time,  the  Ancients  seem  generally  to  agree  in  the 
reason  of  their  institution,  that  they  were  made  fasts  in  re- 
gard to  our  Saviour's  being  betrayed  and  crucified  on  these 
days,  which  the  Churches  thought  proper  to  be  kept  in 
perpetual  remembrance,  by  the  return  of  a  weekly  obser- 
vation. 

Sect.  3. — How  they  differed  from  the  Lent  Fast  and  all  others  in  Point  of 

Duration. 

But  we  are  to  note,  that  these  fasts  being  of  continual 
use  every  week  throughout  the  year,  except  in  the  fifty  days 
between  Easter  and  Pentecost,  were  not  kept  with  that  ri- 
gour and  strictness,  which  was  observed  in  the  time  of  Lent. 
For  the  Lent  fast,  as  has  been  shewn  before,  commonly 
held  till  evening"  every  day  that  it  was  observed  :  but  these 
weekly  fasts  ordinarily  held  no  longer  than  nine  o'clock, 
that  is,  three  in  the  afternoon,  unless  any  chose  voluntarily 
to  protract  them  till  the  evening,  or  by  a  superposition  (as 
Victorinus  Martyr  phrases  it)  extended  them  to  the  morning 
of  the  next  day.  And  for  this  reason  they  are  commonly 
spoken  of  by  the  distinguishing  names  of  Stationes  et  Semi- 
jejunia,  stations  and  half-fasts  ;  because  on  these  days  they 
continued  the  church  assemblies  till  tiiree  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  no  longer;  whereas  a  perfect  and  complete 
fast  was  never  reckoned  to  end  before  evenino-.  Tertul- 
lian  often  speaks  of  them  under  these  covert  appellations, 
in  many  places  besides  that  already  cited.  In  one  place  he 
styles  them,'  Sfationum  Semijejuniajhe  half  fasts  of  the  sta- 
tions. In  other  places  he  distinguishes  three  sorts  of  absti- 
nence,^ under  the  names  of  Jejanationes,  X.erophagi.6e,  and 
Stationes.  Where  by  Jejunationes  he  understands  the  com- 
plete fasts,  which  held  till  evening ;  by  Xerophagice,  the 
abstaining  from  flesh,  and  living  upon  dry  meats;  and  by 
Stationes,  the  fasts  till  nine  a  clock.  Which  he  therefore 
calls^  qfficia  recusati  vel  recisi  vel  retardati  pabuli ;  the 

'  Tertul.de  Jejun.  cap.  xiii.  -  Ibid.  cap.  i.  ct  xi.  '  Ibid.  cap.  xi. 


198  THK    ANTlQriTIES  OF    THE  [BOOK    XX(, 

offices  of  wholly  refusing  meat  till  evening;  or  retrenching 
it  to  live  upon  dry  meuts,  bread  and  water;  or  retarding  the 
meal  till  nine  o'clock.  And  again,'  the  bridling  of  the  ap- 
petite, per  nullas  niterdmn,  vel  seras,  vel  aridas  escas, 
either  by  wholly  abstaining  from  meat  till  evening,  or  by  de- 
ferring the  meal  to  a  late  hour,  that  is,  tliree  in  the  after- 
noon, or  by  abstaining  from  llesh,  and  feeding  only  upon  dry 
meats,  bread  and  water.  In  all  which  distinctions  any  one 
may  plainly  discern,  that  the  stations  and  half  fasts  are  put 
to  denote  the  weekly  fasts  of  Wednesday  and  Friday,  which 
among  the  Catholics  held  only  till  nine  o'clock,  though 
Tertullian  and  the  Montanists  pleaded  stifly  for  having  them 
protracted  till  the  evening,  urging  a  new  revelation  and  au- 
thority from  the  Holy  Ghost  for  such  imposition.  But  the 
Church  kept  constant  to  her  ancient  practice,  continuing 
these  fasts  to  nine  o'clock  and  no  longer,  as  appears  from 
the  account,  which  Epiphanius  gives  of  them  in  his  own 
time,  speaking-  of  the  customs  of  the  Catholic  Church  :  on 
the  fourth  and  sixth  nays  of  the  week,^  says  he,  we  conti- 
nue fasting  to  the  ninth  hour^  And  again  on  the  fourth  and 
sixth  days  throughout  the  whole  year,  except  in  the  fifty 
days  of  Pentecost,  a  fast  is  kept  in  the  holy  Catholic  Church 
to  the  ninth  hour.  And  therefore  Prudentius  describing  the 
passion  of  Fructnosus,  a  Spanish  bishop  and  martyr,  brings 
him  in  thus  answering  for  himself;^  "  we  keep  fast  to  day,  I 
cannot  drink  :  the  ninth  hour  Is  not  yet  come."  Where  he 
plainly  refers  to  the  hour  of  the  day,  to  \vhich  these  station- 
ary fasts  continued.     And  in  another  place,*  it  is  now  near 


'  Tertul.  de  Jcjnn.  nap.  i.  '  Epiplmn.  Expos.  Fid. 

'   Piudii'.t.  P«ri.stc|)li.  II  ymn.  \  i.     Jcjiinunius,  ait,   recuso  potuiii 
uunduiii  nona  diem  rcsignat  hora. 

*  Id.  (  allieimrin.  Hymn.  viii. 
Nona  subiiiissiini  rotnlhora  soli-tn, 
Piirtihiis  vixduiii  lril)iis  fv»)]uti.s, 
C^uarla  df-voxo  snpcrcst  in  axe 
Portii)  Incls. 
Nos  brovis  \oli  dapc  vindicata, 
Soh  iiniis  fcsliiin,  fiuiniiii'(|iic  iiu-nsiK 
Affatim  pleni*,  <|uibiis  inibuatur 

Pitna  Tol(ipla.s. 
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the  ninth  hour,  and  the  sun  begins  to  decline:  three  parts 
of  the  day  are  scarce  ended,  and  the  fourth  remains-  We 
now  offer  up  our  prayers  and  receive  the  Eucharist,  and 
then  we  break  off  our  festival  and  go  to  our  ordinary  re- 
freshment. In  which  words  the  festival  denotes  one  of 
these  stationary  days,  on  which  they  held  religious  assem- 
blies in  the  Church,  offered  up  their  devotions,  received  the 
eucharist,  and  then  at  nine  o'clock  broke  up  the  assembly, 
and  went  to  their  ordinary  meal. 

Sect.  4. — With  what  Solemnity  they  were  observed. 

And  hence  we  learn,  that  these  stationary  days  were  not 
only  observed  with  fasting,  but  with  religious  assemblies, 
and  solemn  devotions  in  the  Church,  with  receiving  the 
eucharist,  and  the  usual  service  of  the  Lord's  day  in  all 
particulars,  save  that  the  sermon  perhaps  was  omitted, 
which  was  never  omitted  on  the  Lord's  day.  St.  Ambrose, 
exhorting  his  hearers  to  observe  the  usual  fasts  of  the 
Church,  gives  a  like  account  of  the  scrvicejof  these  station- 
ary days.  For  the  fast  of  Lent,  he  exhorts  them  to  put  off" 
their  meal  to  the  end  of  the  day,^  because  that  was  the  re- 
gular way  of  observing  Lent;  but  there  were  many  other 
days,  on  which  they  were  to  come  to  Church  presently  after 
noon,  and  sing  their  hymns,  and  celebrate  the  oblation  or 
eucharist,  and  then  their  fast  was  ended.  In  which  words, 
as  he  plainly  intimates  that  the  fast  of  the  stationary  days 
was  shorter  than  that  of  Lent,  so  he  expressly  affirms,  that 
on  those  days  they  held  religious  assemblies  at  Church  in 
the  afternoon,  and  there  exercised  themselves  in  singing  of 
hymns  and  receiving  the  eucharist.  Which  is  the  same  ac- 
count as  is  given  by  TertuUian,  St.  Basil,  and  Socrates,  as 
I  have  had  occasion  to  note  elsewhere,-  only  with  this  differ- 


'  Aiubros.  Horn.  viii.  in  Psal.cxviii.  vers.  62.     Dififer  aliquantuhim,  non 
longc  est  tinis  dici.     lino  plerique  sunt  ejusmodi  dies,  ut  statim  nieridianis 
horis  adveniendum  sit  in  ecclcsiani,  canendi  hymni,  celebranda  oblatio. 
2  Booit  Xll.  chap.  ix.  sect. 'i. 
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ence,  that  Socrates  says,  at  Alexandria  they  liad  sermons  on 
these  days,  and  all  the  otlier  service  of  the  Church,  V)ut  not 
the  communion  ;  in  \vi)ich  that  Church  was  singular  and  dif- 
fering,^ from  the  practice  of  all  other  churches. 


Sect.  5.— How  llie  Catholics  undMontanists  disputed  about  the  Observation 

of  tliem. 

However,  tliis  difference  in  this  matter,  nor  in  any  other 
customs  and  usages  of  the  like  nature,  raised  no  <lispute  in 
the  Catholic  Church,  because  the  things  were  indifferent  in 
themselves,  and  the  Church  always  practised  them  with  a 
just  regard  to  Christian  liVjerty,  having  no  express  command 
for  them  in  the  word  of  God.  The  Church  never  tied  them 
upon  men's  consciences  as  divine  injunctions,  but  only  as 
laudable,  ecclesiastical  institutions,  or  at  most,  as  customs 
descending  from  ancient  tradition,  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
some,  from  apostolical  practice.  Therefore  though  the 
greatest  persons  readily  observed  tbem  (as  Socrates  ob- 
serves of  Theodosius  Junior,'  that  he  fasted  often,  espe- 
cially upon  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  which  he  did  with  an 
earnest  desire  uKptuc  XtigiaviXtiv,  to  live  up  to  the  height  of 
Christian  perfection:)  yet  if  men's  infirmities  or  employ- 
ments would  not  suiler  them  to  go  so  far  as  others  in  the 
observation  of  these  days,  a  just  allowance  was  made,  and 
no  severity  of  ecclesiastical  censure,  further  than  admonition, 
passed  upon  them.  The  clergy  indeed,  bishops,  presbyters, 
and  deacons, and  all  inferiororders  belonyfinc- to  theChurch, 
are  by  some  Canons  obliged  to  observe  these  aud  other 
fasts  under  pain  of  deposition  and  degradation:^  and  this  was 
thought  nt»t  unreasonable,  because  they  had  ordinarily  no 
other  employment  but  assiduously  to  attend  the  service  of 
the  Church.  But  even  this  would  not  satisfy  the  wild  and 
enthusiastic  rigor  of  fhe  Montiinists.  l''or  they  exU'iided 
these  fasts  iVom  mominjrlill  eveniui:',  and  would  obliiicall 
men  to  observe  ihem  in  that  extent,  not  as  ordinary  usages 

;■!..■  lai.  lib.  \ii.  I   ','1.  *  (  .iiion.  Apes'.  I.xix 
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and  customs  of  the  Church,  but  as  necessary  and  indispensa- 
ble divine  injunctions, lately  given  to  the  world  by  the  new  in- 
spiration of  the  Holy  Ghost  speaking-  in  their  great  prophet 
Mcntanus,  who,  as  they  pretended,  had  authority  from  God  to 
gv/e  more  perfect  laws  and  rules  of  living  to  the  Church,  than 
any  that  were  delivered  by  the  apostles.  This  was  the  dis- 
pute between  them  and  the  Church,  as  appears  fromTertul- 
Jian's  Book  De  Jejuniis  achersus  Psychicos  ,  of  fasting", 
against  the  carnal,  as  he  slanderously  and  contumeliously 
terms  the  Catholics,  whilst  he  wrote  against  the  Church  in 
defence  of  the  new  hypothesis  of  the  Montanists.  The  dis- 
pute was  not,  whether  the  Church  had  an  ordinary  power  to 
appoint  days  of  fasting  proper  for  her  own  edification.  For 
this  she  always  claimed  and  practised,  as  appears  from  this 
whole  account  that  has  been  given  of  her  fasts;  and  also 
from  what  Tertullian  says  concerning  them  :'  that  the  bishops 
of  the  Church,  besides  the  stated  and  ordinary  annual  and 
weekly  fasts,  were  wont  sometimes  to  enjoin  their  respec- 
tive charges  to  observe  certain  occasional  fasts  upon  emer- 
gent necessities  of  the  Church.  But  the  Montanists  pre- 
tended to  impose  their  new  fasts  as  divine  laws,  by  special 
direction  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  therefore  it  was,  that 
Apollonius,  an  ancient  ecclesiastical  writer,  mentioned  by 
Eusebius,^  charged  Montanus  as  setting-  up  for  a  lawgiver 
in  imposing  fasts.  Which  imposing  fasts  by  a  law,  must 
import  his  presuming  to  command  fasts  as  of  necessary  ob- 
ligation by  divine  precept,  and  as  peculiar  dictates  from  the 
new  pretended  inspirations  cf  the  Holy  Ghost.  For  other- 
wise, the  bishops  of  the  Church  would  have  been  charge- 
able with  the  same  crime  ;  because  it  is  certain  they  appoint- 
ed fasts,  both  occassional  and  constant,  yet  with  just  liber- 
ties of  human  laws,  for  the  benefit  and  edification  of  the 
Church.  And  herein,  I  conceive,  consisted  the  true  difler- 
ence  between  them.  The  one  had  a  just  authority  to  make 
proper  rules  about  fasting  for  order   and    edification,  and 

'  Tertul.  de  Jejun.  cap.   xiii.     Episcopi  universae  plebi  mandare  jejunia 
assolcnt  interdiim  (.•xali(i.n;i  soUicitudinis  ecclesiastical  cnusa. 
'  Ap,  Eusi'b.  lili.  V.  cap.  IS.  hto(;  tiyrivh  v)i'7iiai;  I'vuoZirliaai;. 
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used  their  authority  only  for  that  end,  keeping"  within  their 
proper  bounds:  but  the  other  had  no  authority  at  all,  being- 
no  governors  or  rulers  of  the  Church,  and  yet  pretended  to 
a  divine  authority  to  impose  necessary  and  universal  laws  of 
fasting-  upon  the  Church,  as  by  the  peculiar  impulse  and 
direction  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  upon  this  they  made  a 
schism,  and  set  up  a  new  communion  and  conventicles  in 
opposition  to  the  Church,  because  she  would  not  comply 
with  their  pretended  oracles  and  inspirations,  which  she  knew 
proceeded  onfy  from  the  spirit  of  imposture. 

Sect.  6. — How  the  Wednesday  Fast  came  to  be  changed  to  Saturday  in  the 
Western  Churches. 

I  have  but  one  thing-  more  to  observe  concerning  these 
weekly  fasts,  which  is,  the  change  that  was  made  of  one  of 
them  from  Wednesday  to  Saturday  in  the  Western  churches. 
In  the  Eastern  Church,  Saturday  or  the  Sabbath  was  always 
observed  as  a  festival:  and  so  some  learned  men  think  it  was 
originally  in  the  Western  Church  also,  as  has  been  shewn^ 
before  in  the  last  Book.  However,  it  is  certain,  that  about 
the  time  of  the  Council  of  Eliberis  Saturday  was  made  a 
fast  in  some  of  the  Western  Churches.  For  that  Council^ 
orders  it  to  be  observed  as  a  fast  in  the  Spanish  Churches. 
And  St.  Austin  acquaints  us,^  (hat  it  was  kept  as  a  fast  in  his 
time  at  Rome,  and  some  other  of  the  Western  and  African 
Churches.  So  that  in  all  these  places  for  some  time  they 
kept  three  fasts  in  the  week  by  the  superposition  of  Satur- 
day to  the  other  two.  But  in  process  of  time  the  Saturday 
fast  grew  more  into  repute  than  the  Wednesday,  which  by 
degrees  came  to  be  neglected  or  omitted,  till  at  last,  as  a 
learned  person  has  observed,*  in  all  churches  which  em- 
braced the  Saturday  fast  Wednesday  was  wholly  laid 
aside. 


'  Book  XX.  cap.  iii.  sect.  0.  •  Con.  Elihrr.  can.  xxvi.  Errorcm 

placuit  corritfi,  ut  oinni  sabbati  die  jejunioruiu  supcrposiliontm  celcbremus. 
^  Aug.  Ej).  Ixxxvi.  ad  Casulan.  *  Albaspiii.  Observal. 

lib.  i.e.  13. 
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BOOK  XXII. 

OF   THE    MARRIAGE-RITES    OBSERVED    IN    THE 
ANCIENT    CHURCH. 


CHAP.  I. 

A  short  Account  of  the  Heretics,  who  condemned  or  vilified 
Marriage  anciently,  under  pretence  of  greater  Purity 
and  Perfection ;  and  of  such  also  as  gave  License  to 
Community  of  Wives  and  Fornication. 

Sect.  1. — Community  of  Wives  first  taught  by  Simon  Magus. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  history  of  the  Church's  practice 
in  relation  to  the  holy  office  of  matrimony,  and  the  several 
rites  and  usages  observed  in  the  celebration  thereof,  it  will 
not  be  amiss  to  give  a  short  account  of  those  heretics,  who 
immediately  upon  the  first  plantation  of  the  Gospel  set 
themselves  to  vilify  and  contemn  marriage,  either  by  openly 
condemning  it  as  a  thing  unlawful  under  the  Gospel,  upon 
pretence  that  the  Gospel  required  greater  purity  and  per- 
fection ;  or  by  granting  license  for  community  of  wives  and 
promiscuous  fornication.  Though  God  had  instituted  mar- 
riage as  an  honourable  state  in  man's  innoconcy,  and  our 
Saviour  had  allowed  it  as  such,  reducing  it  to  its  primitive 
institution  ;  and  the  Apostle  had  said,  "  that  marriage  was 
honourable  in  all,  and  the  bed  undefiled  :"  vet,  according  to 
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tlie  Spirit's  prediction,  there  presently  arose  some,  who  de- 
parted from  the  faith,  giving-  heed  to  seducing"  spirits  and 
doctrines  of  devils,  furbidchng-  to  marry  ;  and  others,  wlio 
taug-ht  men  to  commit  fornication  uith  license  and  impunity. 
This  latter  doctrine  was  immediately  broached  by  Simon 
Mag-US,  the  arch-heretic  against  the  faith.  For,  as  St.  Aus- 
tin informs  us,'  he  taught  the  detestable  impurity  of  the 
promiscuous  use  of  women.  Which  is  also  signified  by 
Epiphanius  and  Irenans,*  wlien  they  say,  that  Simon  cor- 
rupted venerable  marriage  Ijy  his  filthiness  in  following  liis 
own  lusts  with  Helena,  his  strumpet.  Theodoret  gives  a 
more  particular  account  of  his  impiety ,^telling-  us  the  ground 
of  his  doctrine,  how  he  taught,  that  the  old  prophets  were 
only  the  servants  of  the  angels,  who  made  the  world:  upon 
which  account  he  encouraired  his  followers  not  to  regard 
them,  nor  dread  the  threatenings  of  the  law,  but  as  free,  to 
do  whatever  they  listed;  because  they  were  to  be  saved,  not 
by  good  works,  but  by  grace.  And  upon  the  strength  of 
this  principle,  they  who  were  of  his  sect  gave  themselves 
up  boldly  without  restraint  to  all  manner  of  lusts  and  intem- 
perance, often  practising  magical  inchaiitments  and  sorcery, 
as  divine  mysteries,  to  bring  about  their  amorous  designs. 
All  which  agrees  very  well  with  that  short  account,  which  is 
given  by  Damascen,*  and  the  author  of  the  Predcstinarian 
Heresy,  published  by  Sirmondus,*  who  say,  that  Simon 
taught  the  promiscuous  use  of  women  without  distinction  ; 
and  that  God  regarded  not  chastity,  forasmuch  as  the  world 
was  not  made  by  him,  but  by  angels. 

Sect.  2. — Aflerwaid  by  Salurnilus  and  the  Nicolaitaiis,  and  many  Others. 

One  of  the  chief  of  Simons  scholars  was  Saturnilus,  or 
Saturninus,  a  Syrian,  who  confirmed  Simon's  impurity,  as 


'  .\uj(.  do  llruros.  cap.  1.    Docebat  ant«m  detcstandani  turpitudinoni  indif- 
ferenter  iitindi  fofniinis.  **  E|)ii)lian.  Hjcr.  I.  Sinmn.  al.  xxi.  n.  2- 

Iren.  lib.  i.  cap.  'iO.  "    TIuhxI.  Fabul.  Ha-ri-t.  lib.  i.  cap.  1.  t.  i. 

p.  193.  *   Dainnscen.     c  Hares,  p.  hlHu     Concubitnm  passim  sine 

«|p|«»clii  c«»r|i<>riMii  ilocfbrit.  ''  Pia'dcstinal.  lib.  i.  rap.  I.     Dicibut 

cahtitati-ni  ad  Deuni  n<>n  iierlincri",  Dcum  inunduni  nun  fi-cissf. 
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St.  Austin  says,*  and  that  upon  the  very  same  foundation, 
viz.  that  God  did  not  regard  the  world,  because  it  was  made 
by  certain  angels  without  his  knowledge,  or  against  his 
■will.  Others  say,  he  condemned  matrimony  and  procreation 
of  children  universally,  and  that  he  was  the  first  that  as- 
serted openly  that  marriage  was  a  doctrine  and  work  of  the 
devil.  So  Irenaeus,^  Epiphanius,^  Theodoret,*  and  others 
after  them.  Perhaps  he  might  maintain  both  opinions, 
equally  injurious  to  lawful  matrimony.  For  it  has  been  no 
unusual  thing  with  men  that  have  stifly  opposed  matri- 
mony, to  be  more  favourable  to  real  impurity  and  forni- 
cation. 

The  Nicolaitans  are  said  by  all  writers  to  have  trod  in  the 
steps  of  Simon  Magus,  in  teaching  the  liberty  of  fornica- 
tion. And  this  is  supposed  to  be  the  doctrine  and  deeds  of 
the  Nicolaitans  condemned  in  the  Revelations.  For  it  is 
certain  there  were  some  at  that  time,  who  taught  men  to 
commit  fornication,  as  appears  from  the  reproof  given  to  the 
Angel  of  the  Church  of  Thyatira,  Rev.  ii.  20.  "  Thou  suf- 
ferest  that  woman  Jezebel,  who  calleth  herself  a  prophetess, 
to  teach  and  to  seduce  ray  servants  to  commit  fornication." 
Which  makes  some  learned  men  think,  that  the  doctrine  of 
Jezebel  was  the  same  with  that  of  the  Nicolaitans,  and  that 
they  are  but  different  names  of  the  same  persons.  For  all 
ecclesiastical  writers  agree,  that  the  Nicolaitans  held  this 
doctrine,  frenaeus,-^  TertuUian,'^  and  Epiphanius,'^  make  Ni- 
colaus,  one  of  the  seven  deacons,  to  be  the  author  of  it. 
But  others  excuse  him,  and  say,  it  was  a  doctrine  taken  up 
by  those,  who  pretended  to  be  his  followers,  grounded  upon 
some  mistaken  words  of  his,  which  had  no  such  meaning. 
So  Clemens  Alexandrinus^  more  than  once  apologizes  for 
him.     And  in  like  manner,  Eusebius,^  Theodoret,*"  and  St 

'  Aug.  de  Hseres.  cap.  3.  Saturninus  turpitudinem  Simonianam  in  SyriS 
confirmasse  perhibetur  :  qui  etiam  inunduiii  solos  angelos  septem  prteter  con- 
scientiam  Dei  Patris  fecisse  dicebat.  ®  hen.  lib.  i.  c.  22. 

=*  Epiphan.  IIiEr.  23,  *  Theod.  HsEret.  Fab.  lib  i.  c.  3. 

*  Iren.  lib.  i.  c.  27.  "  Tertul.  de  Prsescript.  cap.  40. 

'  Epiph.  Hffir.  25.  «  Clem.  Alex.  Strom.  2.  p.  491.  Strom.  3.  p. 

623.  Ed.  Oxon.  «  Euseb.  lib.  iii.  c.  29.  '"  Theod.  Hscr. 

Fab.  lib.  iii.  c.  1. 
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Austin.*  But  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  either  he  or  his 
disciples  brought  in  such  a  doctrine,  which  is  condemned 
as  the  doctrine  and  deeds  of  the  Nicolaitans  in  the  Revela- 
tions. Afterwards  it  was  propagated  by  Prodicus,  the  au- 
thor of  the  impure  sect  of  the  Adamites,  and  by  the  Carpo- 
cratians  and  Gnostics,  of  whose  impurities  I  need  not  stand 
to  make  a  particular  narration. 


Sect.  3. — TTcnce  arose  the  Calumny  of  tho  Gentiles  as^ainsl  the  Christians  in 
general,  that  they  practised  [nipurity  in  their  Religious  Assemblies. 

I  only  observe,  that  from  these  vile  practices  of  the  sects 
under  the  name  of  Christians,  arose  that  common  charge  of 
the  heathens  against  the  Christians  in  general,  that  they 
practised  impurities  in  their  religious  assemblies.  For  some 
of  these  sects  not  only  made  a  common  practice  of  fornica- 
tion and  uncleanness,  but  adopted  them  into  the  mysteries 
of  their  religion.  Clemens  Alexandrinus^  particularly 
charg'es  it  upon  the  Carpocratians,  and  Theodoret^  upon 
the  Adamites,  the  followers  of  Prodicus,  who  was  a  disciple 
of  Carpocrates.  Epiphanius*  and  St.  Austin  add  to  these 
the  Gnostics;  concerning  whom  St.  Austin  remarks,^  that 
as  they  went  by  different  names  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  some  called  them  Borboritw,  wallowers  in  the  mire, 
because  of  their  extreme  impurity,  uhich  they  were  said  to 
exercise  in  their  mysteries.  And  of  Carpocrates,  the  lather 
of  the  Carpocratians,  he  remarks,*^  how  he  taught  all  man- 
ner of  filthiness  and  invention  of  evil,  saying,  that  this  was 
the  only  way  to  escape  and  pass  .safe  by  the  principalities 
and  powers  of  the  air,  who  were  [)leased  therewith,  that  so 
men  mif^ht  come  to  the  hifrhest  lieaven.     Now  these  were 


>  Aup.  de  IIa;r.  c.  T).  «  Clem  Strom.  3.  p.  511.     Vid.  Philastr. 

Ilffir.  67.  »  Theod.  Ilair.  Fab.  lib.  i.  cap.  8.  ♦  Eplphan. 

llffir.  26.  *  Aus-  do  Ilajres.  cap.  G.     NonnuUi  eos  etiam  Horbo- 

ritas  vocant,  quasi  ccrnosos,  propter  nimiani  turpitudinem,  quani  in  suis 
mysteriis  exercere  (licuiitur.  "  Ibid.  cap.?.     Carpocrates  docebat 

oninem  turpem  operalioneni,  omnemque  ad  inventioneni  peccati :  nee  aliter 
evadi  at{iue  transiri  principatus  et  potestates,  (piibus  hajc  placent,  ut  possit 
ad  ca'lum  superius  perveniri. 
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doctrines  of  devils  indeed,  scarce  heard  of  among"  the  Gen- 
tiles, that  a  man  should  commit  lewdness  with  his  father's 
wife ;  and  that  men  should  do  evil  that  good  might  come, 
and  that  the  best  way  to  escape  the  devils'  power,  was  to 
become  slaves  to  them,  and  do  the  things  that  pleased  them. 
Wherefore  the  heathens  knowing  that  such  things  were 
taught  and  practised  among'  heretics,  who  went  under  the 
name  of  Christian,  made  no  distinction,  but  threw  the  charge 
upon  all  Christians  in  general ;  and  so  by  reason  of  "  their 
pernicious  ways  (or  as  some  copies  read  it,  2  Pet.  ii.  2.  their 
lascivious  ways)  the  way  of  truth  was  evil  spoken  of." 

Sect.  4. — These  Doctrines  being  fetched  from  the  very  Dregs  of  Gentilism, 
and  scandalous  in  the  Eyes  of  sober  Heathens. 

And  this  was  done  so  much  the  more  plausibly,  and  with 
a  better  grace,  because  there  were  but  few  among  the  hea- 
then themselves  that  allowed  such  practices.  The  doctrines 
were  fetched  by  heretics  from  the  very  dregs  of  Gentilism, 
and  they  were  scandalous  in  the  eyes  of  all  wise  and  sober 
heathens.  Some  of  the  more  barbarous  nations  indeed  al- 
lowed of  community  of  wives,  and  practised  promiscuous 
adultery.  Solinus  Polyhistor  affirms  it  of  the  Ethiopians,* 
called  Garamantes  ;  and  Julius  CoBsar  gives  the  same  ac- 
count of  the  Britons  :^  but  in  all  the  civilized  part  of  the 
world,  throughout  the  whole  Roman  empire,  we  meet  with 
but  one  instance  of  it,  in  the  Heliopolitans  of  Phoenicia, 
among  whom,  by  the  law  of  their  country,  Socrates  says,^ 
all  women  were  common  ;  so  that  no  child  knew  his  own 
father,  because  no  distinction  was  made  between  parents 
and  children.  They  also  gave  their  virgins  to  be  defiled  by 
all  strangers  that  came  among  them.  And  this  iniquity, 
established  by  a  law,  continued  among  them  till  Constantino 
abrogated  it  by  a  contrary  law,  and  builded  them  churches, 
and  settled  a  bishop  and  clergy  among  them,  by  which 
means  they  were  converted  to  Christianity,  and  brought  to 


»  SoHn.  cap.  33.  «  Caesar  de  Bello  Gallic,  lib.  v. 

^  Socrat.  lib.  i.  c.  18. 
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the  orderly  course  of  the  rest  of  mankind  in  lliis  particular, 
which  was  always  reckoned  scandalous  among-  tlie  very 
Gentiles.  For  Solinus,  describing;  the  lasciviousness  of  the 
Garamantes,  which  made  that  no  child  could  know  his  own 
fiitlicr,  nor  have  any  reverence  for  him,  says,'  upon  this  ac- 
count the  Garamantes,  were  reckoned  a  degenerate  people 
among-  all  nations  ;  and  that  not  without  reason,  because 
they  had  destroyed  the  discipline  of  chastity,  and  by  that 
wicked  custom  lost  all  kuowlodg-e  of  succession  among* 
them.  It  is  true  indeed,  Plato  is  g-enerally  accused  by  the 
ancient  writers  of  the  Church  for  saying,  that  a  community 
of  wives  ouoht  to  be  established  in  his  commonwealth. 
The  charge  is  brought  against  him  by  TheopI)ilus,-  Bishop 
of  Antioch,  first  of  all;  then  by  St.  Jerom,^  Chrysostom,* 
and  Theodoret.^  But  if  what  Clemens  Alexandrinus  pleads 
in  his  behalf  be  true,  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  the 
accusation.  For  he  says,^  Plato  did  not  teach  the  commu- 
nity of  wives  after  they  married,  but  only  that  the  world 
was  like  a  theatre,  which  is  common  to  all  spectators:  so 
women,  before  thev  were  marriad,  were  anv  man's  riirht  that 
could  oVjtain  them;  but  after  they  were  married,  they  were 
every  man's  property,  and  no  longer  common.  But  be  this 
matter  as  it  will,  it  is  certain  the  main  current  of  the  heathen 
laws  were  against  such  practices  ;  and  therefore  it  was  the 
more  abominable  for  heretics  to  introduce  them  into  the 
purest  of  all  religions,  which  was  so  much  a  friend  to  lawful 
marriage,  and  so  great  an  enemy  to  all  uncleanness. 

Sfct.5. — Marriage  condemned  as  unlawful  by  Tatian  and  the  Encratites. 

But  these  were  not  the  only  heretics  that  infested  the 
Christian  Church  upon  this  point.     There  were  others,  who 


'  Solin.  cap.  33.  Ea  jiroptcr  Garainanlici  .Ethiopcs  inter  oinnes  populos 
degencres  liabciitiir  :  iioc  ininu-rifo,  quia  afflicta  caslitalis  disciplina,  succes- 
sionis  noJiliam  ritu  iniprobo  pcrdidcruiit.  "  Theopli.  ad  Autolyc. 

lib.  iii.  p  207.  ^  llitron.  l-^p.  ad  Ocean,  lib.  ii.  advers.  Juvin. 

*  (brys.  Horn.  5.  in  Titum.  p.  17',>5.  Honi.  4.  in  Act. 
•  Theod.  de  (lurand.  (iriccor.  Affect.  Sertu.  0.  •  Clem.  Strom.  3' 

cap.  y.  p.  514.  Ed.  Oxon. 
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Tailed  at  marriage  as  simply  unlawful  under  the  Gospel, and 
would  have  all  men  abstain  from  it  as  a  matter  of  necessity, 
without  which  they  could  not  be  saved.  This  doctrine  was 
first  taug-ht  by  Saturnilus  and  Marcion,  as  Irenaeus  informs 
us,^  but  afterwards  better  known  among  the  Encratites,  a 
sect  begun  by  Tatian  the  scholar  of  Justin  Martyr,  who  after 
his  master's  death  divided  from  the  church  upon  this  and 
some  other  points,  asserting  that  marriage  was  no  better 
than  fornication,  and  therefore  all  men  oug^ht  to  abstain  from 
it:  thereby,  says  our  author,  annulling  the  primitive  work 
of  God,  and  tacitly  accusing  Him,  who  created  man,  male 
and  female  for  the  propagation  of  mankind.  Epiphanius,^ 
speaking  of  these  Encratites,  says,  that  they  taught  openly 
that  marriage  was  the  work  of  the  devil.  Theodoret  says 
the  same,^  that  they  observed  celibacy,  terming  marriage 
fornication,  and  the  lawful  joining  of  man  and  woman  to- 
gether the  work  of  the  devil.  Which  is  also  confirmed  by 
St,  Austin,*  who  adds,  that  upon  this  account  they  would 
admit  no  married  person  into  their  society,  whether  male  or 
female. 

Sect.  6. — Also  by  the  Apostolici  or  Apotactici. 

Not  unlike  these  was  that  other  sect,  who  called  them- 
selves Apostolici,  from  a  vain  pretence  of  being  the  only 
men,  who  lead  their  lives  according  to  the  example  of  the 
Apostles  ;  and  Apotactici,  from  a  shew  of  renouncing  the 
world  more  than  other  men.  St.  Austin  says,^  they  arro- 
gantly assumed  these  names,  because  they  would  not  receive 
into  their  communion  any,  who  were  married,  or  kept  the 
possession  of  any  thing  in  property  to  themselves  ;  and  that 


'  Iren.  lib.  i.  cap.  xxx.  et  ap.  Euseb.  lib.  iv.  c.  xxix.  *  Epiptu 

Hser.  47.  s  Theod.  Haer.  Fab.  lib.  1.  c.  xx. 

*  Au^.  de  Haer.  cap.  xxv.  Encratitce  nuplias  damnant,  atque  omnino 
pares  eas  fornicatioiiibus  aliisque  corruptionibus  faciunt:  nee  recipiunt  ia 
eorum  numerum  conjugio  ulentcin,  slve  marem  sive  fceminam. 

*  Aug-,  de.  Ileeres.  cap.  xl.  Apostolici,  qui  se  isto  nomine  arrogantissimS 
vocaverunt,  eo  quod  in  suam  communionem  non  reciperent  utentes  conjugi- 

bus,  et  res  proprias    possidentes. NuUam  spem  putant   eos  habere   qai 

«tuntur  his  rebus,  quibus  ipsi  carenU 

VOL.    VIL  p 
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they  allowed  no  liopo  of  salvation  to  such  as  used  eitliev  of 
those  tilings,  which  they  renounced. 

Sect.  7. — By  the  ISIanichces,  Sevcrians,  and  Archontici. 

St,  Austin  hrinns  the  same  charjie  airainst  the  IManichees 
he  says,'  they  condemned  marriage,  and  prohibited  it  as 
far  as  they  could,  forbidding  men  to  beget  children,  for 
which  marriage  was  ordained.  The  Severians  and  Archon- 
tics  said,  that  woman  was  the  work  of  the  devil,  and  there- 
fore they  that  married  fultilled  the  work  of  the  devil,  as 
Epiphanius  reports  of  them.^  And  Clemens  Alexandrinns* 
speaking  of  the  same  heretics,  or  some  others  like  them^ 
says,^  they  taught,  that  marriage  was  downright  fornication, 
and  that  it  was  delivered  by  the  devil. 

Sect.  8. — By  the  Ilieracians,  and  Eustathians. 

After  these  arose  up  one  Hierax,  whose  disciples  are 
called  Hieracians,  who  taught  with  a  little  more  modesty, 
but  no  less  erroneously,  that  marriage  was  a  thing  belong- 
ing only  to  the  Old  Testament,  and  since  the  coming  of 
Christ  it  was  no  longer  to  have  place;  neither  could  any  one 
in  the  married  state  obtain  the  kinadom  of  heaven.  So 
Epiphanius  represents  their  doctrine.*  And  upon  this 
account  St.  Austin  says,^  they  admitted  none  but  monks 
and  nuns,  and  such  as  wore  unmarried  into  their  conununion. 
The  same  tenets  were  stifly  maintained  by  one  Eustathius, 
whom  Socrates*'  and  Sozomen,''  call  Bishop  of  Sebastia,  and 
Valesius"  defends  them  in  so  saying,  though  Baronius' 
labours  to  prove  him  to  be  another  man.  However,  it  is 
agreed  on  all    hands,  that  there  was  one  of  this  name,  who 


'  Aug.  de  Ha;r.  cap.  xlvi.  Nuptias  sine  diibilntiono  condoiniiant,  ot  qiian- 
tum  in  i|)sis  est  proliibent,  qiiando  rfciicrarc  proliibi-iit,  propter  qiuul  conjui^ia 
copulanda  sunt.  *  Kpiph.  Hicr.  xIt.  n.  ii.  ^  Clem.  Strom,  iii. 

cap.  ix.  p.  .")K).  «  lOpijih.  liter.  Ixvii.  n.  i.  *  Au-f  do  lla-r. 

cap.    xlvii.    Monanhos    tnnluni  ct    Monachas    et    conjnpfla  non   habentcs    in 
communinnom  rccipiunt.  •  Sorrnl.  lil>.  ii.  cap.  xliii. 

^  Sozom.  lib.  iv   cap.  xxiv.  ••  Vnlcs.  in  Hocrat.  lib.  ii.  c.  xliii . 

Baron,  on.  301.  n.  xlv. 
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was  so  great  an  admirer  of  the  monastic  life,  that  for  the 
sake  of  it,  he  condemned  all  marriao-e  in  2'eneral,  and  tau"ht 
that  no  one  that  lived  in  a  married  state  could  have  any 
hope  in  God.  Upon  which,  many  wives  forsook  their  hus- 
bands, and  husbands  their  wives:  many  servants  deserted 
their  masters,  to  join  with  him  in  this  new  way  of  living ; 
and  many  withdrew  from  the  public  assemblies  of  the  Church 
and  held  private  conventicles,  upon  pretence,  that  they 
could  not  communicate  with  the  ministers  of  the  Church, 
because  they  were  married  persons  :  as  the  fathers  of  the 
Council  of  Gangra  largely  set  forth  his  errors  in  their  decla- 
ration against  them.* 


Sect.  9. — Who  were  condemned  in  the  Council  of  Gangra,  and  those  called 
the  Apostolical  Canons. 

And  to  g'ive  some  check  to  his  errors,  they  used  their 
authority  in  making  several  Canons  ag.iinst  them,  havino^ 
first  deposed  the  author.  In  the  first  Canon  they  say,  if  any 
accuses  marriage,  or  blames  or  abhors  a  woman,  who  is 
otherwise  faithful  and  pious,  for  sleeping  with  her  hus- 
band, as  if  upon  that  account  she  could  not  enter  into  the 
king'dom  of  God,  let  him  be  x^nathema.  The  fourth  Canon 
is  to  the  same  purpose,  if  any  one  condemn  or  separate  from 
a  married  presbyter,  under  pretence  that  it  is  unlawful  to 
partake  of  the  oblation  when  such  an  one  ministers,  let  him 
be  Anathema.  The  ninth  in  like  manner,  if  any  one  retire 
from  the  world,  and  live  a  virgin,  or  contain,  as  abominating 
marriage,  and  not  for  the  excellency  and  holiness  of  a  viro-in 
life,  let  him  be  Anathema.  The  fourteenth,  if  any  woman 
forsake  her  husband,  minding  to  turn  recluse  out  of  an 
abhorrence  of  marriage,  let  her  be  anathema.  They  add  in 
the  close  of  all,  we  write  not  these  things  to  cut  off  any  from 
the  Church  of  God,  who  are  minded  to  give  themselves  to 
an  ascetic  life  according  to  the  scriptures,  but  only  those, 
who  make  such  a  life  an  occasion  of  pride,  to  lift  themselves 


Con.  Gangren.  in  Pr£efat. 

p  2 
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up  above  those,  who  live  in  a  more  plain  and  simple 
manner,  introduting-  novelties  against  the  scriptures 
and  the  rules  of  the  church.  We  admire  virginity, 
^\  hen  accompanied  witli  humility  ;  and  applaud  continenc}' 
when  attended  with  orav'ty  and  piety  ;  and  allow  of  a  retire- 
ment from  worldly  aliairs,  when  it  is  done  with  humility;  but 
we  also  honour  cohabitation  in  chaste  marriage  ;  and  in  a 
word,  desire  that  all  things  may  be  done  in  the  Church 
according  to  the  traditions  delivered  to  us  in  the  scripture 
and  rules  of  the  Apostles.  By  the  traditions  of  the  Apostles 
these  fathers  miffht  mean,  either  the  rules  about  marriage 
delivered  by  the  Apostles  in  scripture,  or  the  rules  given 
in  those,  which  are  called  the  Apostolical  Canons,  which 
were  at  that  time  of  common  use  in  the  church.  One  of 
which  runs  in  these  terms  :*  if  any  bishop,  presbyter,  or 
deacon,  or  any  other  of  the  sacred  roll  abstain  from  mar- 
riage, or  flesh,  or  wine,  not  for  exercise  of  an  ascetic  life, 
but  out  of  abhorrence,  thereby  blaspheming  and  calumniat- 
ing tlie  workmanship  of  God,  and  forgetting  that  God 
created  all  things  very  good,  and  made  man,  male  and 
female  :  let  him  amend,  or  else  be  deposed  and  cast  out  of 
the  church.     And  so  let  a  layman  be  treated  likewise. 

By  all  this  it  is  evident,  that  the  Church  had  a  mighty 
struggle  with  those  ancient  heretics,  who  inveighed  bitterly 
against  marriage  under  the  Gospel  state,  and  wrought  upon 
many  weak  minds  to  commit  great  disorders,  under  pretence 
of  a  more  retined  way  of  living  and  fanciful  perfection,  which 
the  Gospel  had  no  where  enjoined  as  of  necessity  to  man- 
kind ;  but  only  they,  who  were  able  to  receive  it,  might 
receive  it  at  their  own  liberty  and  discretion,  provided 
they  made  their  own  liberty  no  snare  to  other  men's  con- 
sciences, nor  imposed  a  matter  of  free  choice,  as  a  necessary 
obligation  upon  the  rest  of  mankind. 

Sect.   10. — The  Error  of  the   Montaiiists  nboul  second  Marriages    and  of 
the  NoTatians  also. 

The  church  liad  also    another  contest  with  the    Monta- 
'  Caiiun.  Apost.  li. 
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nists  about  second  marriages.  Theodoret  says,^  Montanus- 
made  laws  to  dissolve  marriage.  And  the  same  was  ob- 
jected to  him  by  Apollonius,  an  ancient  writer  in  Eusebius,* 
who  opposed  the  new  spirit  of  Montanus,  when  he  first 
began  to  appear  in  the  world  :  this  is  the  man  that  teaches 
the  dissolution  of  marriages,  says  he,  in  this  charge  against 
him :  which  some  later  writers  by  mistake  understand  of 
his  prohibiting  marriag-e  in  general,  as  the  heretics,  of  whom 
we  have  just  been  speaking.  Whereas  Montanus  did  not 
deny  the  lawfulness  of  marriage, but  only  second  marriages, 
as  is  evident  from  TertuUian,  who  was  the  chief  advocate 
of  that  heretic  against  the  church.  His  books  De  Mono- 
gamia,  and  Exhortatio  Castitatis,  were  written  purposely  on 
this  subject :  in  both  which  he  declaims  very  heartily  indeed 
against  second  marriages,  as  no  better  than  adultery;  but 
he  never  gives  the  least  intimation,  that  he  or  any  other 
Montanist  had  the  same  opinion  of  the  first.  Nay,  he  be- 
gins his  book  of  Monog-amy  with  these  remarkable  words,^ 
"  heretics  take  away  marriage,  and  the  Psychici  or  carnal 
men,"  by  whom  he  means  the  Catholics,  "  repeat  it :  the  one 
marry  not  so  much  as  once,  the  other  marry  more  than  once. 
But  neither  is  such  continency  to  be  praised,  because  it  is 
heretical ;  nor  such  liberty  to  be  defended,  because  it  is  car- 
nal. The  one  destroys  the  God  of  marriage,  the  other  con- 
founds Him.  The  one  blasphemes  Him,  the  other  is  luxuri- 
ous against  Him.  But  among  us,  who  are  deservedly  called 
spiritual,  from  the  acknowledgment  of  spiritual  gifts,  conti- 
nency is  religious,  and  our  liberty  observed  with  modesty 
and  moderation,  because  they  both  stand  with  the  Creator. 
We  acknowledge  one  matrimony,  as  we  do  one  God."     So 


'  Theod.  Haer.  Fab.  lib.  iii.  cap.  ii.  rbv  yafiov  diaXviiv  ivofio^'iT^at. 
'  Euseb.  lib.  v.  cap.  xviii.  iroq  tTiv  o  Sioa^ug  Xvmig  yd^iwif. 
'  Tertul.  de  Monoguin.  cap.  i.  Ha;retici  luiptias  auseruiil,  psychici  ingerunt. — 
Verum  iieque  continentia  ejusniodi  laudanda,  quia  liaeretica  est;  neque 
licentia  defendenda,  qui  psychica  est.  Ilia  blasphemat,  ista  luxuiiat.  Ilia 
destruit  nuptiarum  deuni,  ista  confuiidit.  Penes  iios  auteiii,  quos  spiritales 
merilo  did  facit  agnitio  spiritalium  charismatum,  tam  continentia  religiosa 
est.  quam  licentia  verecunda,  quandoquidem  ambae  cum  Creatore  sunt.  Unum 
matrimoniuiu  noviiuus,  sicut  unum  Deum. 
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tliat  it  is  plain,  that  the  Montanists  ought  not  to  be  charfjed 
uitli  denying- the  hiwfidness  of  marriage  in  general,  which 
they  defended  against  other  heretics,  but  only  the  liberty  of 
second  and  third  marriages,  \vhich  thoy  rejected  upon  the 
pretence  of  receiung  some  new  revelations  from  the  Holy 
Ghost.  And  therefore  when  the  Ancients  say,  they  taught 
men  to  dissolve  marriage,  or  forbid  men  to  marry,  they  are 
always  to  be  understood  as  speaking  of  second  marriages 
and  not  of  the  first,  as  Epiphanius  well  explains  himself,* 
when  he  writes  against  them. 

Ihe  Novatians  were  in  the  same  sentiments  with  the 
Montanists,  rejecting  all  from  communion,  who  were  twice 
married.  Which  we  learn  not  only  from  Epiphanius^  and 
other  private  writers  against  them, but  also  from  the  rule  made 
m  the  great  Council  of  Nice  concerning  them,^  that  when 
any  of  the  Novatians  returned  to  the  Catholic  Church,  they 
should  be  obliged  to  make  profession  in  writing,  that  they 
would  submit  to  the  decrees  of  the  Catholic  Church,  parti- 
cularly in  this,  that  they  would  diyaf.Loig  koivojvuv,  communi- 
cate with  Digamists,  or  those  that  were  married  a  second 
time.  Which  sliews  us  both  what  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Novatians  upon  this  point,  and  what  was  the  general  sense 
of  the  Catholic  Church  in  opposition  to  it.  And  if  any 
private  writers  have  spoken  any  thing  harshly  or  indecently 
of  second  marriages,  their  opinion  is  not  either  to  be 
defended  or  urged  as  the  sentiment  of  the  Church,  as  I  have 
had  occasion  to  shew  in  a  former  book  concerning'  the 
discipline  of  the  church,*  where  this  matter  is  more  fully 
discu8sed. 


'  Epipl).  lln-r.  xlviii.  n.  ix.  *Iil.  Hivr.  lix.  n,  ir. 

•  Coil.  Nic.  can.  viii.  *  Book.  XVI.  cliap.  xi.  sect.  \ii. 
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CHAP.    II. 

Of  the  just  Impediments  of  Marriage  in  particular  Cases, 
shewing,  ivhat  Persons  might  or  might  not  be  laufally 
joined  together  ;  and  of  the  Times  and  Seasons  when  the 
Celebration  of  Marriage  tvas  forbidden. 

Sect.  1. — Christians  not  to  marry  with  Infidels,  or  Jews,  or  Heretics,  or 
any  ol  a  different  Religion. 

Having  thus  given  an  account  of  the  several  opinions 
and  practices  of  heretics,  derogatory  either  to  marriage  in 
g-eneral,  or  to  the  repetition  of  it  after  the  decease  of  a  for- 
mer consort,  I  now  come  to  shew  what  restraints  the  Church 
herself  laid  upon  some  particular  sorts  of  persons,  by  her 
rules  prohibiting'  them  to  marry,  either  for  some  time,  or  at 
least  not  in  such  circumstances  as  were  thought  just  impe- 
diments of  marriage  in  certain  particular  cases.  Of  this 
nature  was  the  rule  forbidding  Christians  to  marry  with  in- 
fidels or  heathens,  because  of  the  danger  and  scandal  that 
would  attend  the  being  joined  so  unequally  with  unbeliev- 
ers. The  Apostle  leaves  the  woman,  whose  husband  is 
dead,  at  liberty  to  marry,  to  whom  she  will,  only  with  this 
proviso,  that  it  be  in  the  Lord,  1  Cor.  vii.  39.  Which  the 
Ancients  generally  so  understood,  as  to  take  it  for  a  com- 
mand that  Christians  should  marry  only  Christians,  and  not 
infidels,  or  persons  of  a  different  religion.  Cyprian  in  his 
book  of  Testimonies  out  of  scripture,*  brings  this  text  and  two 
others  out  of  St.  PauTs  Epistles,  to  prove  that  Christians 
ought  not  to  join  in  matrimony  with  the  Gentiles.  His 
other  proofs  are,  "  1  Cor.  vi.  15.  Know  ye  not  that 
your  bodies  are  the  members  of  Christ  1  Shall  I  then  take 

'  Cypr.  Testimon.  ad  Quirin.  lib.  iii.  cap.  Ixii.  Matrimonium  cum  genti- 
libus  non  jungendum. 
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the  members  of  Christ  and  make  them  members  of  an  har- 
lot? God  forbid."  And  2  Cor.  vi.  14.  "Be  ye  not  un- 
equall\  yoked  with  unbelievers."  And  in  his  bookr/e  Lapsis^ 
he  complains,  that  among-  other  causes  why  God  sent  that 
terrible  persecution  upon  Christians,  one  reason  was,  tliat 
many  of  them  had  joined  themselves  in  matrimony  with 
inHdels,  and  prostituted  the  members  of  Christ  to  the 
infidels.  In  hke  manner  Tertullian  before  him  gives  the 
same  sense  of  the  uords  of  the  Apostle.  For  certainly,  says 
he,^  in  prescribing  that  the  woman  should  only  marry  in 
the  liOrd,  lest  any  believer  should  contract  matrimony  with 
an  heathen,  he  defends  the  law  of  the  Creator,  which  every 
where  forbids  marrying  with  those  of  another  nation,  or 
heathens  of  another  religion.  So  again,^  she,  that  was  to 
marry,  was  only  to  marry  in  the  Lord,  that  is,  not  to  a  hea- 
then, but  to  a  brother:  because  the  old  law  also  forbad  the 
marrying  with  strangers.  He  pursues  this  argument  at 
large  in  his  second  book  to  his  own  wife,  where  urging  first 
the  same  text  of  the  Apostle,  he  concludes,*  that  it  is  forni- 
cation and  adultery  for  Christians  to  join  in  marriage  with 
Heathens,  and  that  they,  who  do  so  ought  to  be  cast  out  of 
the  communion  of  the  Church.  And  in  another  place,  he 
says,*  Christians  did  not  marry  with  heathens,  for  fear  thev 
should  draw  them  into  idolatry,  which  was  the  first  rite  that 
was  used  in  celebrating-  their  marriages.  St.  Jerom  uriies  the 
sameautlioritiesof  the  Apostle  against  such  marriages  :  when 
the  Apostle,  says  he,^  adds,  "  only  in  the  Lord,"  he  there- 


'  Cypr.  (le  Lapsis.  p.  \-23.     Jiingere  cum  infidi'libus  viiicuVuni  matrimonii^ 
prostiluerc  gcntilibus  iiifiiibra  Cliristi.  ''  'J'lTtiil.  Cont.  .Marcion. 

lib.  V.  cap.  vii.  Cerlc  pricscribens,  tantiim  in  fldniino  esse  nubcnduin,  ne 
qnis  fidclis  ctiinicum  matriinoni  uiu  contraliat,  legem  tuetur  Creatoiis,  Allo- 
j)liyloruiii  nuptias  ubi(iue  pioliibeiitis.  '  Id.  de  .Monoijanu 

cap.  Til.  Kt  ilia  nn|)lura  in  Domino  liabet  nnbere,  id  <'St,  non  elhnico,  sed 
fratri:  quiact  vetus  lex  adimit  conjiij,'ium  Allophylorum. 

It   cap.  xi.    Propterea    adjtceiit,   toiUum  in  iJoinino,  ne  scilicet  post  fiden» 
etlinico  se  nubcre  posse  pricsumiTet.  *  Id.  ad  Uxor.  lib.  ii.  cap. 

Jii.  Htcc  cum  ita  sint,  fideles  "jentilium  malrimonia  subiunlcs  stnpri  reos  esse 
c<n)stat,  et  urcendos  ab  onmi  conimnnicationr  fiatcrnilatiM.  A:c. 
*  Id.de  Coron.Mil.  cap.  xiii .  ^  Jliiroii.  Ep.  xi.  ad  Gerontiam 

do  MonogamiTi.  Quod  addit  tantum  in  Domino,  ampulat  ethnicurum  coo- 
jugia,  &c. 
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by  cuts  off  all  making  marriages  with  the  heathen.  Con- 
cerning which  sort  of  marriage  he  says  in  another  place,  "be 
ye  not  unequally  yoked  with  unbeHevers:  for  what  fellow- 
ship hath  righteousness  with  unrighteousness  ?  And  what 
communion  hath  light  with  darkness?  And  what  concord 
hath  Christ  with  Belial  1  Or  what  part  hath  he  that  be- 
lieveth  with  an  infidel?'  St.  Jerora,  indeed,  in  another  place, 
laments  the  transgression  of  these  rules,  and  sharply  re- 
proves the  transgressors.'  Now  many  women,  says  he, 
despising  the  command  of  the  Apostle,  are  married  to  hea- 
thens, not  considering  that  they  become  part  of  that  body, 
whose  ribs  they  are.  The  Apostle  pardons  those,  who  were 
married  to  heathens  before  they  believed  in  Christ,  but  not 
those,  who  being  Christians,  afterward  were  married  to  Gen- 
tiles: to  whom  he  thus  speaks  in  another  place,  "  be  not 
unequally  yoked  with  unbelievers,"  &c.  I  am  sensible, 
says  St.  Jerom,  T  shall  anger  and  enrage  many  matrons,  who 
as  they  have  despised  their  Lord  (in  being  married  to  hea- 
thens), so  they  will  rant  at  me,  who  am  but  a  flea  and  the 
meanest  of  all  Christians.  Yet  I  will  speak  what  I  think, 
and  say  what  the  Apostle  has  taught  me;  that  they  are  not 
on  the  side  of  righteousness,  but  unrighteousness;  not  of 
ho-ht,  but  of  darkness;  not  of  Christ,  but  of  Belial;  not 
temples  of  the  living  God,  but  temples  and  idols  of  dead 
men.  Would  you  have  me  speak  more  plainly,  that  a 
Christian  woman  ought  not  to  be  married  to  an  heathen  1 
Hear  the  same  Apostle :  "  the  woman  is  bound,"  says  he,  '^  as 
long  as  her  husband  liveth  :  but  if  her  husband  be  dead,  she 
is  at  liberty  to  be  married  to  whom  she  will,  only  in  the 
Lord  :"  that  is,  to  a  Christian.  He  that  allows  second  or  third 
marriages  in  the  Lord,  forbids  even  a  first  marriage  v>ith 
an  Heathen.  I  say  this,  that  they,  who  compare  marriage  to 
virginity,  may  yet  at  least  understand  that  digamy  and  tri- 
gamy,  second  and  third  marriages,  are  far  above  such  mar- 
riaires   with   heathens.     St.  Ambrose  is  no  less   earnest  in 


'  Id.  cont.  Jovin.  lib.  i.  cap.  5.      Nunc  pleraeque  coutemnentes  Apostoli 
jussionem,  junguntur  gentilibus,  &c. 
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clissuacllng"  all  Christians  from  cnj^aging"  in  such  unequal 
marriages,  not  only  with  heathens  but  heretics;  pathetically 
exhorting-  parents,  who  had  the  chief  hand  and  authority 
in  disposing  of  thei'-  children,  to  beware  of  such  dangerous 
matches.  "  Beware/'  says  he,*  "  O  Christian, that  thou  give 
not  thy  daughter  to  a  Gentile  or  a  Jew:  beware,  I  say, that 
thou  take  not  a  wife  to  thee,  who  is  a  Gentile,  or  a  Jew,  or  an 
alien,  that  is,  an  heretic,  or  any  one  that  is  a  stranger  to  the 
faith."  And  again,^  writing  to  one  Virgilius  some  instruc- 
tions about  the  execution  of  the  ministerial  office,  he  bids 
him  teach  the  people  carefully  this  one  thing,  not  to  join  in 
matrimony  with  strangers,  but  with  Christian  families.  For 
though  we  read  of  many  people  destroyed  with  an  heavy 
destruction  for  violating  the  laws  of  hospitality;  and  of 
dreadful  wars  commenced  upon  uncleanness:  yet  there  is 
scarce  any  thing-  more  grievous  than  marrying  with  strange 
women  ;  which  is  both  an  incentive  to  lust  and  discord,  and 
the  forge  of  sacrilege.  For  when  marriage  ought  to  be 
sanctified  with  the  sacerdotal  veil  and  benediction,  how  can 
that  be  called  a  marriage,  where  there  is  no  agreement  in 
faith  ?  When  their  prayers  ought  to  be  in  common,  how  can 
there  be  any  mutual  conjugal  love,  where  there  is  such 
disparity  in  their  devotion  ?  Many  men  by  this  means  have 
frequently  betrayed  their  faith,  as  the  Israelites  did  in  the 
wilderness,  when  by  the  seducement  of  the  Midianitish  wo- 
men they  joined  themselves  to  Baalpeor.  The  Author  also 
of  the  short  Notes  upon  the  Epistles,  under  the  name  of 
St.  Ambrose,^  gives  th«  same  interpretation  of  St.  Paul's 
words,  let  the  woman  marry  only  in  the  Lord:  let  her  marry 
without  suspicion  of  uncleanness,  and  let  her  marry  to  a 
man  of  her  own  religion.  This  is  to  marry  in  the  Lord.  In 
like  manner  Sedulius*  and  Theodoret'^  upon  the  same  place: 


'  Ambros.  de  Abrahamo.  lib.  i.  cap.  9.  «  Id.  Ep.  70.  ad  Vigil. 

■  Pspudo. -Ambros.  in  t  Cor.  vii.  39.  Tantuni  in  noniino:  hoc  est,  sine  sus- 
picione  turi)itudinis  nnbat,  ct  n'li<;ionis  snie  viro  niihal.  Hoc  est  in  Domino 
nubcro.  *  Scdnl.  in  1  Cor.  vii.  39.     Cui  voiucrit  nubat,    tantummo- 

do  Cliristiano,  non  (j'enlili.  *  Tlieod.  in  1  Cor.  vii.  39.     Mupoy  tv 
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let  her  marry  to  one  of  the  same  faith,  to  a  g'odly  man,  in 
sobriety,  and  according'  to  the  law.  Upon  this  account  St. 
Austin  being  solicited  by  one  Rusticus  an  heathen,  to  give 
his  consent  that  his  son  might  marry  a  certain  woman  that 
was  a  Christian,  tells  him,^  that  though  it  was  absolutely  in 
his  power  to  give  any  virgin  in  marriage,  yet  he  could  not 
give  a  Christian  to  any  but  a  Christian.  Tliis  St.  Austin 
spake  according  to  the  known  rules  and  practice  of  the 
Church.  For  though  he  himself  in  his  own  private  opinion 
did  not  think  such  marriages  so  clearly  and  expressly  for- 
bidden in  the  New  Testament,  as  others  did ;  yet  he  thought 
there  were  probable  reasons  to  make  it  a  very  doubtful  case: 
and  that  was  enough  to  deter  any  one  from  venturing-  on  it, 
and  also  sufficient  to  oblige  the  ministers  of  the  Church  not 
to  give  any  encouragement  to  it,  either  by  consenting  to 
such  marriages,  or  authorizing  them  in  their  ministration. 
Yet  if  the  question  were,  whether  such  persons  so  offending 
against  the  rules  of  the  Church,  were  to  be  denied  either 
baptism  or  communion,  he  reckons  this  to  be  a  matter  of  some 
doubt  not  so  clearly  to  be  resolved,  as  the  question  about 
manifest  fornicators  and  adulterers.  The  manifest  crimes  of 
uncleanness,  says  he,^  do  absolutely  debar  men  from  bap- 
tism, unless  they  be  corrected  by  a  change  of  will  and  re- 
pentance :  and  in  doubtful  cases ;  as  marrying  with  heathens, 
we  are  by  all  means  to  endeavour  that  such  marriages  be  not 
contracted.  For  what  need  have  any  persons  to  run  their 
heads  into  so  great  danger  in  doubtful  matters "?  But  if  such 
marriages  be  made,  I  am  not  sure  that  the  parties  concerned 
ought  to  be  denied  baptism  in  this  case  as  in  the  former. 
Indeed  the  punishment  of  such  contracts  was  not  always  and 
every  where  the  same  in  the  Church,  though  it  was  agreed 

1  Aug.  Ep.  234.  ad  Rusticuru.  certissime  noveris,  etiamsi  oostrte  absolutre 
sit  potestatis  quamlibet  puellam  in  conjugio  tradere,  tradi  a  nobis  Christi- 
anam  nisi  Christiano  non  posse.  ^  Aug.  de  Fide  et  Oper.  cap.  xix. 

Quae  manifesta  sunt  impudicitiae  crimina,  omnimodo  a  baptismo  prohibenda 
sunt,  nisi  inutatione  voluntatis  et  poenitentii  corrigantur:  quae  autum  dubia, 
omnimodo  conandum  est,  ne  fiant  tales  conjunctiones.  Quid  eniin  opus  est 
in  tantum  discrinicn  ambiguitatis  caput  immitterc?  si  autum  facta;  fuerint, 
lu'sciu  ulium  ii  ([ui  fecerint,  similiter  ad  baptismuni  nou  debere  videantur 
admitti.     Vid.  Aug.  de  Adullcrin.  Nupt.  lib.  i.  c.  *i5. 
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on  all  hands  to  prohibit  and  discourage  them  as  dang-erous 
and  dubious,  or  manilestly  sinful.  Some  canons  barely  for- 
bid the  thing-,  without  assig-ning-  any  ecclesiastical  punish- 
ment to  the  commission  ctf  it.  So  in  the  Council  of  Laodi- 
cea,  one  canon  says,'  that  they  wlio  are  of  the  Church, 
ought  not  to  give  their  children  in  marriage  promiscuously 
to  heretics.  And  another,*  that  they  ought  not  to  marry 
with  all  heretics  indillerently,  nor  give  their  sons  or  daugh- 
ters to  them,  unless  they  will  promise  to  become  Christians. 
The  prohibition  in  the  third  Council  of  Carthage  extends 
only  to  the  sons  and  daughters  of  bishops  and  tlie  clergy,* 
that  they  should  not  marry  with  Gentiles,  heretics  or  schis- 
matics, but  particularly  mentions  no  others.  The  Council 
of  Affde  runs  in  the  same  words  with  the  Council  of  Lao- 
dicea,*  that  none  shall  marry  with  heretics,  unless  they  will 
promise  to  become  Catholic  Christians.  And  so  the  Coun- 
cil of  Chalcedon^  forbids  the  readers  and  singers  among  the 
inferior  clergy  to  marry  either  Jew,  Gentile,  or  heretic, 
unless  they  would  promise  to  embrace  the  orthodox  faith: 
and  this  is  enjoined  the  clergy  under  pain  of  canonical  cen- 
sure. But  the  tirst  Council  of  Aries  goes  a  little  fiirther 
with  respect  to  the  whole  body  of  Christians,  and  orders,'' 
that  if  any  virgins,  w  ho  are  believers,  be  married  to  Gen- 
tiles, they  shall  for  some  time  be  separated  from  communion. 
The  Council  of  Eliberis  not  only  forbids  such  marriages  in 
one  canon,''  for  fear  of  spiritual  adultery,  that  is,  aposlacy 
from  the  faith  ;  though  there  was  a  pretence,  that  young 
women  were  so  numerous,  that  they  could  not  find  Christian 
husbands  enough  for  them:  but  also  in  another  Canon  orders,* 

'  Con.  Laodic.  can.  x.  *  Ibid.  can.  xxxi.  '  Con.  Carth.iii.  can.  12. 
Ut  filii  vel  filiajcpiscoponini,  vi'l  (luorumlibct  clericoruni,  gcnlilihus  vi-l  hip- 
reticis  vel  scliismaticis  nialiiiuonio  non  juiigantiir.  *  Con.  Afjiitlii'ii.  can.  (i7. 
"Son  oporlct  cum  omnibus  haTclieis  niisccre  coiniuhia,  ct  vd  filios  vcl  filias 
dare,  scd  polius  accipt-rc.  si  tanicn  |)r()fitcntur  ciiiistianos  futuro;.  esse  se  et 
catholicos.  *  (Jon.  ChalceJ.  can.  xiv.  ^  Con.  Aielat  i.  can.  11. 

De  pui'llis  fidelibu8  quie  gentilibus  jun^untur,  placuit  ut  aliiiuiinto  teni|)ore 
k  comniunione  SH|)arenlur.  '  Con.    ICliber.  can.  xv.   Projiler  coi)iam 

puellarinn  <jentilibus  minimi  in  niatrimonium  danda'  sunt  virgincs  Cluistiana-; 
ne  u;tas  in  flore  tuniens  in  adultcriu  animic  resolvatur.  *"  Il>i(l.  can.  x\  i. 

Catholicas    puellas    neque  Juda:is  nequc  liureticis  dare  placuit :    co  (|uo«l 
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such  parents  as  g-ave  their  daughters  in  marriage  to  Jews  or 
heretics,  to  be  five  years  cast  out  of  the  communion  of  the 
Church.  And  a  third  Canon  orders,*  that  if  any  parents 
married  their  daughters  to  idol-priests,  they  should  not  be 
received  into  communion  even  at  their  last  hour.  The  se- 
cond Council  of  Orleance  forbids  all  Christians  to  marry 
Jews,*  because  all  such  marriages  were  deemed  unlawful : 
and  if  any  upon  admonition  refused  to  dissolve  such  marri- 
ages, they  were  to  be  denied  all  benefit  of  communion. 
Thus  stood  the  discipline  of  the  Church  at  that  time  in  re- 
ference to  all  such  marriages.  Nor  was  the  civil  law  want- 
ing to  confirm  the  ecclesiastical  with  its  sanction.  For  by 
an  edict  published  by  Valentinian  and  Theodosius,  which  is 
twice  repeated  in  the  Theodosian  Code,^  and  stands  still  as 
law  in  the  Justinian  Code,  if  any  Jew  presumes  to  marry  a 
Christian  woman,  or  a  Christian  takes  to  wife  a  Jewish  wo- 
man, their  crime  is  put  into  the  same  class  with  adultery, 
that  is,  made  a  capital  crime,  and  not  only  relations  but  any 
one  has  liberty  to  accuse  and  prosecute  them  upon  such 
transgression.  Constantius  before  this  had  made  it  a  capi- 
tal crime  for  a  Jew  to  marry  a  Christian  woman,*  but  laid  no 
penalty  upon  the  Christian  marrying  a  Jew.  But  this  being 
thought  a  defect  by  Theodosius,  he  supplied  it  by  that  new 

nulla  esse  possit  societas  fideei  cum  infideli.  Si  contra  interdictum  facerint 
parenles,  abstineri  per  quinquennium  placet. 

'  Ibid.  can.  xvii.  Si  qui  forte  sacerdotibus  idolorura  filias  suas  junxerint, 
placuit,  nee  in  fine  eis  dandam  esse  communionem. 

*  Con.  Aurelian.  ii.can.  IS.  Placuit  ut  nullus  Christianus  Judaeam,  neque 
Judaeus  Christianam  in  matrimonio  ducat  uxorem  :  quia  inter  hujusmodi  per- 
sonas  illicitas  nuptias  esse  censemus.  Quod  si  coinmoniti,  a  consortio  hoc 
se  separare  distulerint,  a  communionis  gratifi  sunt  sine  dubio  submovendi. 

^  Cod.  Theod.  lib.  iii.  tit.  7.  de  Nuptiis.  leg.  ii.  Nequis 
Christianam  mulierem  in  matrimonium  Judaeus accipiat,  neque  Judseum  Chris- 
tianus conjugio  sortiatur:  nam  si  quis  aliquid  hujusmodi  admiserit,  adulterii 
vicem  commissi  hujus  crimen  obtinet:  libertate  in  accusandum  publicisquo- 
que  vocibus  relaxata.  Vid.  Cod.  Tb,  lib.  ix.  tit  9.  ad  Legem  Juliam  de  Adul- 
teriis.  leg.  v.     Et  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  i.  tit.  7.  de  Judaeis-  leg.  vi. 

*  Cod.  Theod.  lib.  xvi.  tit.  8.  de  Judfeis.  leg.  vi.  Quod  admulieres  perti- 
nent, quas  Judaei  in  turpitudinis  suae  duxere  consortium,  in  gynecio  nostro 
ante  versatas,  placet  easdem  restitui  in  gynecio  :  idque  in  reliquum  obser- 
vari,  ne  Christianas  mulieres  suis  jungant  flagitiis:  vel,  si  hoc  fecerint,  capi- 
tali  periculo  subjugentur. 
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law,  wliich  more  expressly  made  it  capital   for  them  both. 

And  so  all  possible  restraint  was   laid  upon  such  marriages 
that  the  civil  power  could  think  of. 

Sect.  2. — All  Christians  obliged  to  acquaint  tiie  Church  with  their  Designs 
of  Marriage  before  they  completed  it. 

And  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  attending-  such  une- 
qual marriages,  all  Christians  were  obliged  to  acquaint  the 
bishop  of  the  Church  beforehand  with  their  design  of  mar- 
rying, that  if  any  such  obstacle  appeared,  they  might  be 
dissuaded  and  diverted  from  it.  Thus  Ignatius  in  his  epis- 
tle to  Polycarp :'  it  becomes  those  that  marry,  and  those 
that  are  given  in  marriage,  to  take  upon  them  this  yoke  with 
the  consent  or  direction  of  the  bishop,  that  their  marriage 
may  bo  according  to  the  will  of  God,  and  not  their  own  lusts. 
And  this  is  evident  from  several  passages  in  Tertullian,  who 
often  speaks  of  taking  advice  and  counsel  beforehand  about 
this  matter  from  the  Church,  for  speaking  of  some  wo- 
men, who  were  married  to  heathens,  he  says,^  he  could  not 
but  wonder  either  at  their  own  petulancy,  or  the  prevarica- 
tion and  unfaithfulness  of  their  counsellors.  Intimating, 
tliat  in  this  case  they  had  taken  counsel  of  others,  and  not  of 
the  Church,  who  would  not  have  given  them  counsel  and 
consent  to  have  married  heathens.  In  another  place,^  says 
he,  how  shall  I  sufficiently  set  forth  the  happiness  of  that 
marriage,  which  the  Church  brings  about  by  her  procure- 
ment, and  the  oV)lation  confirms,  and  the  angels  report  it 
when  done,  and  the  Father  ratifies  it.  Here,  not  to  dispute 
at  present  the  meaning  of  any  words,  the  Church's  bringing 
about  the  marriage  nuist  at  least  signify  its  being'  done  by 
her  advice  and  counsel,  if  not  her  ministry  and  benediction; 


'  Iirnat.  Ep.  ad  Polycarp.  n.  v.  IIjisTrti  rolt;  yafiUm,  ic,  raii;  yaf.infiivaiq, 
jiiTii  yvoifiijQ  TM  iTriaKunu  Ti)v  ivwaiv  TroiiiaOai  'iva  A  -yaftoQ  A  Kani  Btov,  ic)  firf 
KiiT  tTTi'^vfiiav.  ■*  Tj-rtul.  ad  Uxor.  lib.  ii.  cap. '2.     Cum  qutc- 

daiu  istis  dicbus  nuplias  suas  de  ecclesifi  tolltMct,  id  est,  genlili  conjungcre- 
tur;  idque  ah  aliis  retro  fiicliiin  recordarer,  miratus  aul  ipsaruin  pt'tulantiaiii, 
aut  coiisiliaiioiuin  pra'VaracalioiH'in,  &c.  *  Ibirl.  cap.  ix. 

Unde  sufliciaui  ad  enarrandain  filicitatcm  ejus  matrimonii, quod  ecclesia  con- 
ciliat,  ctconfirinat  oblatio,  et  obsignatum  nngeli  renunctant,  ct  Pater  rato 
habet  ? 
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which  some  are  unwilling*  to  allow  5  but  of  this  more  by  and 
by.  To  proceed:  Tertullian,  when  he  was  turned  Monta- 
nist,  dissuaded  all  widows  from  marrying-  a  second  time,  and 
among-  other  arguments,  he  urg-esthem  with  this  :*  with  what 
face  canst  thou  request  such  a  second  marriage  of  those,  who 
are  not  allowed  themselves  to  have  what  thou  askest  of  them ; 
viz.  of  the  bishop,  who  is  but  once  married  ;  and  of  the  pres- 
byters and  deacons,  who  are  in  the  same  state ;  and  of  the 
widows,  whose  society  thou  hast  refusetl  ?  Here  he  plainly 
says,  that  the  whole  Church  was  acquainted  with  any  per- 
son's intention  to  marry,  who  as  it  were  asked  leave  of  every 
order  of  the  Church,  even  the  widows  as  well  as  the  clergy, 
that  if  any  one  had  any  just  objection  against  them,  as,  that 
they  were  about  to  marry  an  heathen,  or  Jew',  or  heretic,  or 
one  too  nearly  related,  or  without  consent  of  parents,  or 
any  thing  of  the  like  nature,  a  timely  intimation  might  be 
given  of  it,  and  such  marriage  be  prevented,  or  at  least  not 
be  authorized  and  ratified  by  the  consent  of  the  Church, 
This  is  plainly  the  meaning  of  petitioning  the  Church  in  the 
case  of  marriage  :  not  that  the  Church  assumed  any  arbi- 
trary power  of  granting  or  refusing  marriage  to  any  persons, 
bnt  only  of  disallowing  those  against  whom  there  lay  some 
just  objection,  as  this  in  the  first  place  of  any  one's  being 
about  to  join  in  matrimony  vvith  an  heathen  ;  which,  though 
it  might  be  effected  in  those  times  by  other  means,  yet  it  was 
never  to  be  done  by  the  agnizing,  or  consent,  or  ministra- 
tion of  the  Church  ;  as  appears  from  the  whole  account  that 
has  here  been  given  of  the  Church's  practice  in  relation  to 
such  marriages  with  heathens. 

Sect.  3. — Not  to   marry  with  Persons  of  near  Alliance,  either  by  Consan- 
guinity or  Affinity,  to  avoid  Suspicion  of  Incest. 

Another  rule  of  the  Church  prohibiting  certain  persons 
from   joining  together,  was,  when    they  were   too   nearly 


'  Tertul.  de  Monogam.  cap.  xi.  Quales  esid  raatrimoniura  postulans,  quod 
eis  a  quibus  postulas,  non  lice*  habere;  ab  episcopo  monogamo,  a  presbyteris 
et  diaconis  cjusdcm  sacrament! ;  a  viduis,  quarum  sectam  in  to  recusasti 'i 
Et  illi   plane    sic  dabunt  vires  et  uxores,  quomodo  buccellas  :   hoc  cnira  est 
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Tolatcd  to  each  other,  citlier  by  consang-uinity  or  affinity, 
^vhich  would  have  made  the  marriage  incestuous, by'^coming 
within  the  degrees  prohibited  by  God  in  Scripture.  How 
far  the  Christian  morals  exceeded  the  heathen  in  this  parti- 
cuhu  (notwithstanding-  the  false  charg-e  of  the  heathens 
ag-ainst  tliem  for  committing-  incest  in  their  relig-ious  assem- 
blies) I  have  fully  shewn  in  another  place,*  where  I  have 
also  noted  the  penalties  botli  ecclesiastical  and  civil,  that 
according  to  the  discipline  of  those  times  were  put  upon  all 
incestuous  persons.  Here  I  shall  only  add  a  little  more  par- 
ticular account  of  such  degrees  as  made  marriage  to  be 
deemed  incestuous,  and  a  perfect  nullity,  whenever  it  was 
so  contracted.  The  Council  of  Agde  gives  this  account  of 
them  :^  concerning  incestuous  conjunctions,  say  they,  we 
allow  them  no  pardon,  unless  the  offending  parties  cure  the 
adultery  by  separation  from  each  other.  We  reckon  inces- 
tuous persons  unworthy  of  any  name  of  marriage,  and  dread- 
ful to  be  mentioned.  For  they  are  such  as  these  :  if  any  one 
pollutes  his  brother's  relict,  who  was  almost  his  own  sister, 
by  carnal  knowledge :  if  any  one  takes  to  wife  his  own  sis- 
ter: if  any  one  marries  his  step-mother  or  father's  wife:  if 
any  one  joins  himself  to  his  cousin-german  :  if  a  man  marries 
any  one  nearly  allied  to  him  by  consanguinity,  or  one  whom 
his  near  kinsman  had  married  before:  if  any  one  marries  the 


apud  illos,  omni  pctenti  te  dabis  :  et  conjungent  vos  in  ecclesiii  virgino, 
unius  (')iristi  iinicri  spunsti. 

'  Book  XV'I.  chap.  xi.  sect.  3.  '  Con.  Agathon.  can. 

xvi.  Di-  iiicpslis  conjunctionibus  nihil  prorsiis  vcniae  reservamus,  nisi  quuin 
achiltprium  sr()aratione  sanaverint.  Incestos  vero  nullo  conjugii  nomine  de- 
putandos,  quos  etiam  designare  funestum  est.  Hos  eniin  ct-nsenuis  esse:  si 
quis  reliclam  fratris,  quic  pene  prius  soror  extiterat,  carnali  conjunctione 
poMuerit:  si  (]uis  frater  germanam  uxorem  duxerit:  si  quis  novercam  duxe- 
rit:  si  (}uis  consobrina;  sua;  se  sociaverit:  si  (]uis  relictic  vil  lilia;  avunculi 
niisceatur,  aut  patrui  (iliiu,  vel  jjrivigtue  suic:  ant  (jnicx  propriJi  consangui- 
nitate  aliciuain,  aut  ([uani  consanguineus  liabuit,  c<)ncut)itu  |)olluat,  aut  duxe- 
rit uxoreni.  Quos  onincs  et  olini,  et  sub  liSc  constitiitione  incestas  esse  non 
dubitamus,  et  inter  catechumenos  manere  et  orare  pra-cipinuis.  Quod  ita 
pr;esenti  tem|)ore  prohibenuis,  lit  ea  (piic  sunt  hactcnus  ijistituta  non  dissol- 
vamus.  Kane  quibus  conjunctio  iilicita  inlcrdicitur,  habebunt  ineundi  inclio- 
ris  conjugii  libertatem. 
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relict  or  daughter  of  his  uncle  by  the  mother's  side,  or  the 
daughter  of  his  uncle  by  his  father's  side,  or  his  daughter- 
in-law,  that  is,  his  wife's  daughter  by  a  former  husband. 
All  which  both  heretofore,  and  now  under  this  Constitution, 
we  doubt  not  to  be  incestuous  :  and  we  enjoin  them  to  abide 
and  pray  with  the  Catechumens,  till  they  make  lawful  satis- 
faction. But  we  prohibit  these  things  in  such  manner  for 
the  present  time,  as  not  to  dissolve  or  cancel  any  thing  that 
has  been  done  before.  And  they  who  are  forbidden  such 
unlawful  conjunctions,  shall  have  liberty  to  marry  more 
agreeably  to  the  law.  This  Canon  is  repeated  almost  word 
for  word  in  the  Council  of  Epone,*  only  the  last  clause  is 
read  negativel}',  they  shall  not  have  liberty  to  marry  again. 
Which  is  plainly  a  corruption  crept  into  the  text  by  the  neg- 
ligence of  some  unskilful  transcriber.  For,  in  the  second 
Council  of  Tours,^  this  very  Canon  of  Epone  is  cited  and 
read  in  the  same  manner  as  it  is  in  the  Council  of  Ag-de, 
and  the  Roman  Correctors  upon  Gratian  observe,^  that  it  is 
so  read  in  the  Register  of  Gregory,  and  the  Capitulars  of 
Charles  the  Great.  I  only  observe  further,  that  whereas  the 
marriage  of  cousin-germans  is  reckoned  incestuous  in  these 
Canons,  it  was  not  so  in  the  ancient  laws  of  the  Church, 
till  Theodosius  first  made  it  so  by  the  advice  of  St.  Ambrose  : 
which  inhibition  did  not  last  long:  for  Arcadius  revoked  it, 
and  Justinian  revived  the  old  law  by  inserting  it  into  his 
Code.  Of  all  which  I  have  given  a  more  ample  account  in 
aformer  Book.*  What  is  necessary  to  be  added  in  this  place, 
is  only  this  further  remark:  that  whatever  the  Church  at  any 
time  reckoned  to  be  incest,  that  was  always  esteemed  a  just 
impediment  of  marriage,  and  accordingly  urged  as  a  lawful 
cause,  why  persons  so  nearly  allied  should  not  come  toge- 
ther in  marriage;  or  if  they  did,  it  was  a  just  reason  to  in- 
flict thecensures  of  the  Church  upon  them,  till  they  dissolv- 
ed such  pretended  marriage  by  separating  from  each  other. 


'  Con.Epaunen.  can.  xxx.  *  Con.  Tucon.  ii.  can.  xxii, 

^  Gratian.  Caus.  xxxv.  Qu&est.  9.  cap.  viii.  de  Inccstis. 
*  Book  XVI.  cliap.  xi.sect.4. 

VOL.  VII.  Q 
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Sect.  4. — Children  under  Afje  not  to  marry  without  the  Consent  of  their 
Parents  or  Guardians  or  next  Relations. 

Another  reason  of  inhibition  in  this  affixir  was,  when  chil- 
dren under  ag-e  went  about  to  marry  without  the  consent  of 
their  parents  or  guardians  or  next  relations,  who  in  case  the 
parents  were  dead,  had  the  paternal  power  and  care  of  them. 
The  civil  law  was  extremely  severe  in  this  case,  not  only 
against  the  raptors  themselves,  who  stole  young'  virg-ins 
against  their  parents'  consent ;  and  all  that  aided  and  assist- 
ed them  therein,  who  were  eitlier  to  be  banished,  or  burned 
alive  ;  but  also  against  the  virgins  themselves,  who  conspired 
in  such  matches  against  the  parents'  will:  as  I  have  had 
occasion  to  show  heretofore  from  several  laws  of  Constan- 
tine,  Constantius,  Valentinian,  and  Gratian,  mentioned  in 
both  the  Codes.^  Now  this  being  the  case  of  the  imperial 
laws,  the  Church  was  exceeding  cautious  not  to  transgress 
or  incur  any  blame  upon  this  score.  Tertullian  seems  to 
testify  for  his  own  time,  when  he  says,^  that  children  could 
not  rightly  and  lawfully  marry  without  the  consent  of  their 
earthly  parents,  as  well  as  the  approbation  of  their  Father 
in  heaven.  And  that  the  Church  allowed  no  clandestine 
marriages:^  for  all  such,  that  were  not  publicly  beforehand 
professed  or  notified  before  the  Church,  were  in  danger  of 
being  judged  fornication  and  adultery:  and  they  could  not 
be  excused  from  guilt  under  pretence  of  being  real  matri- 
mony. St.  Austin  in  like  manner  asserts  the  power  of  pa- 
rents in  this  case.  For  speaking  of  a  young  virgin,  who 
was  a  mijior,  under  the  protection  of  his  Church,  to  keep  her 
safe  from  all  attempts  of  making  her  a  prey  to  any  raj)tor, 
he  says,*  her  age  would  not  yet  permit  him  to  give,   or  so 

'  See  book  XV^I.  chap.  ix.  sect.  2.  *  Tcrtul.  ad  Uxor.  lib.  ii.  cap.  9. 

Nam  nee  in  terris  filii  sine  consensu  patrum  rite  et  jure  nubent. 
'  Id.  de  pudicit.  cap.  4.     Ideo  penes  nos  occultae  quoque  conjunctiones,  id 
est,  non  prius  apud  ecclesiam  professa,  juxta  mocchiam  et  fornicationem  ju- 
dicari  periclilantur.     Nee  inde  conserta:  obtentu  matrimonii  crimen  eludant. 
*  Au<f.  Ep.  233.     In  efi  vero  aetate  est,  ut  si  vohintaleni  nubondi 

haheret,  nulli  ndhuc  dari  vel   promitti  deberet Ilabct  Matcrtoram,   &c. 

Fortassis  quce  nunc  non  apparet,  apparebit  el  mater,  cujus  volunlatem  in  tra- 
•lendi  filia  omnibus,  ut  arbitror,  nalura  prjcponit :  nisi  i-adem  puclla  in  ofi 
jam  state  fiii-rit,  ut  jure  licentiori  sibi  cligat  ipsa  quod  vclit. 
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much  as  promise  her  to  any  one,  thoug-h  by  her  own  con- 
sent;  because  she  had  an  aunt,  without  conferring  with 
whom  he  neither  could  nor  ought  to  do  any  thing  in  the 
matter.  Besides,  though  her  mother  did  not  then  ap- 
pear, yet  perhaps  hereafter  she  might  appear,  and  then 
nature  gave  her  will  the  preference  before  all  others 
in  disposing  of  her  daughter,  unless  she  were  arrived 
to  that  age,  which  gives  her  a  free  liberty  and  right  to 
dispose  of  herself.  St.  Basil  often  speaks  of  such  minors 
stolen  and  married  clandestinely  without  the  parents'  con- 
sent:* but  he  says  such  pretended  marriages  were  not  matri- 
mony, but  foinication  ;  and  of  no  validity,  but  imll,  unless 
the  parents  thought  fit  to  ratify  them  afterwards  by  their 
consent:  meanwhile  the  transgressors  were  to  do  the  pe- 
nance of  harlots  and  fornicators  in  the  Church.  And  there 
was  the  more  reason  both  for  this  caution  antecedent,  and 
subsequent  severity,  because  not  only  the  civil  law  under 
Christian  emperors,  but  the  old  Roman  law  under  heathens 
was  very  precise  and  strict  in  this  matter  of  the  necessity  of 
consent  of  parents  to  a  lawful  marriage  ;  without  which  it 
was  reckoned  illegitimate,  and  the  children  spurious.  Jus- 
tinian has  inserted  some  of  the  laws  of  the  heathen  empe- 
rors, Severus  and  Antoninus  Caracalla,  relating  to  this  mat- 
ter, into  his  Code.^  And  it  otherwise  appears  from  Apuleius, 
who  ,alluding  to  several  particulars,  which  render  a  marriage 
null,  as  being  against  law,  thus  brings  in  Venus  insulting 
Psyche  for  pretending  to  be  married  to  her  son  Cupid :  "  A 
marriage  with  so  great  disparity,  huddled  up  privately  in  a 
villao-e  without  witnesses,  the  father  not  consenting,^  cannot 
be  thought  a  lawful  marriage :  and  therefore  thy  son  will 
be  spurious  or  a  bastard."  What  therefore  was  thought  so 
necessary  to  legitimate  a  marriage  among  the  heathens,  was 
certainly  much  more  so  among  the  Christians.  And  there  is 
no  example,  that  I  know  of,  to  be  found  of  the  Church's 


'  Basil,  can.  22,  38,  42.  •  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  v.  tit.  4.  de  Nuptiis. 

leg.  1  et2.  '  Apulei.  de  Asino  Aureo.  lib.  vi.  p.  104.     Irapares 

nuptiee,  et  praterea  in  villa  sine  lestibus,  et  patre  non  consentiente  factje, 
legitiraaf  non  possunt  videri:  ac  per  hoc  spuriiis  ille  nascetnr. 

Q  2 
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allowing"  or  npprovino-  any  rnarriag"e  to  be  lawful,  where  the 
consent  of  the  parents,  disposing-  of  their  children  when 
under  age,  was  not  had  first  or  last  to  the  ratification  of  it. 

Sect.  o. — Slaves  not    o  many  williout  Consent  of  their  Masters. 

The  same  power  and  rig"ht,  which  parents  had  over  their 
children,  masters  had  over  their  slaves:  and  for  this  reason 
no  slave  could  marry  without  the  consent  of  his  master;  or 
if  any  did,  it  was  in  the  master's  power  whether  he  w'oul4 
ratify  or  rescind  the  marriage.  If  slaves,  says  St.  Basil,' 
marrv  without  the  consent  of  their  masters,  or  children 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents,  it  is  not  matrimony, 
but  fornication,  till  they  ratify  it  by  their  consent.  And 
ag-ain,^  if  a  slave  marry  without  the  consent  of  her  master, 
she  differs  nothing*  from  an  harlot.  For  contracts,  made 
without  the  consent  of  those  under  whose  power  they  are, 
have  no  validity,  but  are  null. 

Sect.  6. — Persons  of  Superior  Rank  not  to  marry  Slaves. 

Another  thing-  required  to  a  lawful  marriag-e  was,  that 
there  should  be  some  parity  of  condition  between  the  con- 
tracting parties.  Persons  of  a  superior  rank  might  not  de- 
base themselves  to  marry  slaves.  The  civil  law  requires 
that  they  should  be  fares  genere  et  morihus,^  of  equal  rank 
and  condition.  By  which  the  law  did  not  mean,  that  they 
should  be  equal  in  fortune,  but  that  there  should  be  no  such 
disparity  in  their  condition  as  between  a  freeman  and  a 
slave;  nor  any  such  disparity  in  their  morals,  as  between 
an  actress  and  a  senator,  or  any  one  of  a  liberal  and  inge- 
nuous education  ;  as  the  matter  is  accurately  explained  in 
one  of  the  laws  of  Valentinian  and  Marcian  upon  this  head.* 
"  We  do  not  intend  her  to  be  judged  of  a  low  and  abject 

'  Basil,  can.  V2.  »  Id.  can.  38.  '  Cod.  Tii.  lib.  iii. 

tit.  7.  de  Nuptiis.  leg.  1.  *  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  v.  tit.  5.  de  Incestis 

et  Iiiutilibus  Nuptiis.  leg.  7.  Humilem  vel  ahjertain  ftrniinam  niiniine  earn 
judicamus  intelligi,  quie  licet  pauper,  ab  ingenuis  tainen  parentibus  nala  sit : 
iinde  licere  statuinius  senatoribus,  et  quibuscun({ue  aniplissimis  dignitatibus 
prteditis,  ex  ingeuuis  parentibus  natas,  (luamvis  pauperes,  in  malrinioniuni 
sibi  arcipere,  nullainquo  inter  ingenuas  e    opulentiores  ex  divitiis  et  opulen- 
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condition,  who  though  she  be  poor,  yet  is  born  of  liberal 
and  ingenuous  parents.  And  therefore  we  dechire  it  lawful 
for  senators,  or  any  others  of  the  highest  dignity,  to  marry 
women  that  are  born  of  ingenuous  parents,  although  they 
be  poor,  and  that  there  shall  be  no  distinction  in  this  case 
between  ingenuous  women  and  those  that  are  rich  by  a 
great  and  opulent  fortune.  But  we  account  these  women 
only  vile  and  abject  persons,  viz.  a  slave,  or  the  daughter  of 
a  slave  ;  a  freed-woman,  or  the  daughter  of  a  freed-woman; 
an  actress,  or  the  daughter  of  an  actre«s  ;  an  inn-keeper,  or 
the  daughter  of  an  inn-keeper,  or  of  a  pander,  or  of  a  gla- 
diator, that  is,  one  that  was  used  to  fight  "with  men  or  wild 
beasts  upon  the  stage  ;  or  any  who  was  wont  to  sell  small 
wares  publicly  in  the  market.  With  such  women  as  these 
it  is  just  to  forbid  senators  to  join  in  marriage."  Constan- 
tino had  made  a  law  before  to  forbid  all  senators,'  and  go- 
vernors of  provinces,  and  city  magistrates,  and  high  priests 
of  provinces,  to  marry  slaves,  or  freed-women,  or  actresses, 
&c,,  under  pain  of  infamy  and  outlawry,  and  of  having  their 
children  illegitimate  and  incapable  of  succeeding  to  any 
part  of  their  father's  substance  or  possessions.  And  the 
better  to  secure  women  of  noble  extract  from  the  base  at- 
tempts of  vile  and  abject  men,  and  those  of  infamous  cha- 
racter, the  law  provided  with  great  caution,  that  no  one  of 
an  inferior  condition  should  solicit  a  woman  of  any  noble 
family,  or  try  to  gain  her  by  corrupting-  those  that  were 
about  her  by  any  clandestine  arts,  but  that  her  relations 


tiore  fortima  esse  distantiam.  Huniiles  vero  abjectaaque  personas  eas  tan- 
tummodo  niulieres  esse  censemus;  ancillani,  ancilltK  filiam;  libertam,  libertfB 
filiani ;  scenicain,  scenic^  filiam  ;  taberiiaiiani,  tabernarii  vel  lenonis  vel  are- 
narii  filiam  ;  aut  earn  quee  mercimoniis  publice  prsefuit.  Ideoque  hujusmddi 
inbibiiisse  nuptias  senatoiibus  harum  foemiuarura,  quas  modo  eiiumeravinius, 
sequum  est. 

'  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  v.  tit.  25.  de  Naturalibus  Liberis.  leg.  1.  Senatores, 
seu  praef'ectos,  vel  quos  in  civitatibus  duumviralitas,  vel  sacerdotii,  id  est, 
j)hoeniciarchiae  vel  syviarchiEe  ornamenta  condecorant ;  placet  maculam  sii- 
bire  infamiffi,  et  alienos  a  Rcmanis  legibus  fieri  ;  si  ex  ancillfi,  vel  ancilla; 
filia;  vel  libertS,  vel  libertee  filiS;  vel  scenicfi,  vel  sceniciE  filifi ;  vel  humiii 
vel  abjectS  persona,  vel  lenonis  aut  arenarii  filifi,  vel  (.\V7C  mercimoniis  pub- 
lice  pra;l'uit,  susceplos  filios  in  nuniero  legitimorum  habere  volucriiit,  &c. 
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should  be  consulted,*  and  all  things  be  transacted  publicly 
in  the  presence  of  the  nobles,  who  were  not  to  be  supposed 
inclinable  to  give  way  to  any  such  fraud  in  bringing  about 
any  such  unequal  contract.  Nay,  the  curiales,  or  common 
councilmen  of  any  city,  were  expressly  forbidden,  by  a  law 
of  Constantine,^  to  marry  a  woman  that  was  a  slave,  under 
pain  of  the  woman's  being  condemned  to  the  mines,  and 
the  man  hi(nsolf  to  perpetual  banishment,  with  contiscation 
of  all  his  moveable  goods  and  city  slaves  to  the  public,  and 
all  his  lands  and  country  slaves  to  the  city,  of  which  he  was 
a  member.  And  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  what  was  so 
severely  punished  in  the  civil  state,  was  as  duly  regarded  in 
the  ecclesiastical,  that  they  might  not  be  accessary  or  aiding 
to  any  such  illegal  practices,  which  would  have  reflected 
great  dishonour  and  scandal  on  the  Church  ;  though  I  re- 
member no  ecclesiastical  Canons  expressly  made  against 
them. 

Sect.  7. — Judges  of  Provinces  not  to  marry  any  provincial  Woman,  during 
the  Year  of  their  Administration. 

There  were  also  some  reasons  of  State,  why  a  judge  of  a 
province  should  not  marry  any  woman  of  that  province  dur- 
ing the  year  of  his  administration.  Not  because  it  was  be- 
low his  dignity,  but  because  he  might  reasonably  be  sup- 
posed, by  virtue  of  his  power  and  superior  influence  over  all 
about  him,  to  overawe  and  terrify  a  woman  into  a  com- 
pliance  of  marriage  against  her  real  inclinations,  and  not 
leave  her  parents  or  guardians  at  free  liberty  to  dispose  of 
her  at  their  own  discretion.  To  prevent  which  inconve- 
nience and  oppression,  Theodosius  made  a  law,^  that  if  any 


'  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  v.  tit.  25.  de  Naturalibus  Liheris.  leg.  I.  Nuptias  no- 
bilts  nemo  rcdiniat,  nemo  sollicitur,  sed  |)ublice  consulalur  aRinitns,  adliibe- 
atnr  frcqucntia  proceruin.  '  Cod.  Th.  lib.  xii.  til.  1.  dc  Dccuri- 

onibus.  l»'g.  G.  Si  dccurio  fiiorit  alienac  servai  conjunctus,  et  muliiTein  in 
motallum  Irudi  srntentifi  judicis  _iul)omus,  et  ipsuni  decurionem  in  insulam 
drportari,  &c.  —  Vid.  Apnlci.  lib.  vi.  Iniparos  nuptiic  non  simt  Icfififima'. 
'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit.  (5.  \cg.  I.  Si  quis  in  pottstate  piiblicS  positus,  atquc 
honore  proviiicinrum  administrandarum,  qui  parenlibiis,  aut  tutoribus,  aut 
»iir»l()iibus,  aut  ipsis  qua  matrirnoniuni  contraclura  sunt,  potest  esse  terri- 
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judge  of  a  province,  who  might  be  a  terror  to  parents,  or 
tutors  and  guardians,  or  to  women  that  might  contract  mar- 
riage, should  betroth  a  woman  during  the  time  of  his  admi- 
nistration ;  if  afterwards  either  the  parent  or  the  woman 
herself  should  change  their  mind,  they  should  be  free  from 
the  snare  and  punishment  of  the  law,  which  ap^joints  in  that 
case  a  quadruple  restitution  to  be  made  for  breach  of  con- 
tract." And  this  order  extends  not  only  to  the  judge  him- 
self, but  to  his  children,  grand-children,  kinsmen,  counsel- 
lors, and  all  his  domestics,  who  might  be  supposed  to  terrify 
women  into  marriage  contracts  by  virtue  of  the  judge's 
power.  Yet  if  any  woman,  that  was  so  betrothed,  was 
minded  to  fulfil  the  contract,  and  make  good  her  espousals 
after  his  administration  was  ended,  she  might  lawfully  do 
it.  By  which  it  is  plain,  that  this  was  only  a  restraint  laid 
upon  certain  persons  for  a  season,  viz.  upon  provincial 
judges,  not  to  marry  any  woman  of  their  own  province  dur- 
ing the  year  of  their  administration.  They  were  not  debar- 
red from  marrying  any  others,  but  only  those  of  their  own 
province  for  the  prudent  reasons  which  the  law  assigns. 

Sect.    9. — Widows  not  to  marry   again  till   twelve  Months  after  their 
Husband's  Death. 

The  case  was  much  the  same  with  widows:  they  were 
not  restrained  from  marrying  a  second  time,  but  yet  they 
were  tied  up  and  limited  by  law  not  to  do  this  till  a  year 
after  the  death  of  their  former  husband.  This  was  the  law 
of  the  old  Romans,  even  from  the  time  of  their  first  founder 
Romulus.  But  the  Roman  year  being-  then  but  ten  months, 
the  time  of  a  widow's  mourning"  was  no  longer  at  first;  nor 
was  it  enlarged  for  many  ages  after,  though  the  year  itself 
was  quickly  enlarged  by  Numa  to  twelve  months  ;  yet  still 
the  widow's  year  was  only  according*  to  the  old  computa- 
tion.    So  that  whenever  we  read  of  a  widow's  mourning  a 

bills,  sponsalia  dederit ;  jubemus,  ut  deinceps  sive  parentes,  sive  esedem 
mutaverint  voluntatem,  non  modo  juris  laqueisliberentur,  poenseque  expertes 
sint,  quae  quadruplum  statuit,  sed  extrinsecus  data  pignoralucrativahabeant, 
si  ea  non  putent  esse  reddenda,  &c. — See  also  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit  11.  SI 
quic'inquc  prajditus  potestatc  nuptias  petat  invilae, 
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year  after  her  husband's  death,  it  is  to  be  understood  of  the 
Romulean  year  of  ten  months  only.  And  so  the  matter 
stood  till  the  time  of  Thcodosius,  who  added  two  months  to 
the  former  term  by  an  express  law,  which  runs  in  these 
words  :'  "  If  any  woman  after  the  loss  of  her  husband,  make 
haste  to  be  married  to  another  within  the  space  of  a  year, 
(for  we  have  added  a  little  time  to  the  ten  months,  though 
we  think  it  but  a  small  term),  let  her  be  branded  with  the 
marks  of  infamy,  and  deprived  of  the  honour  and  privilege 
of  a  genteel  and  noble  person  ;  and  let  her  forfeit  whatever 
goods  she  is  possessed  of,  either  by  the  right  of  espousals, 
or  by  the  last  will  and  testament  of  her  deceased  husband. 

Sect.  9. — Women  not  to  marry  in  the  absence  of  their  Husbands  till  they 
were  certified  of  their  Death. 

If  any  woman's  husband  went  abroad,  and  continued  ab- 
sent from  her,  there  was  no  time  limited  for  her  marrying 
again,  but  she  must  wait  till  she  was  certified  of  his  death  : 
otherwise  she  was  reputed  guilty  of  adultery.  So  St.  Ba- 
sil :'  she,  whose  husband  is  absent  from  home,  if  she  cohabit 
with  another  man,  before  she  is  satisfied  of  his  death,  com- 
mits adultery.  This  was  the  case  of  a  soldier's  wife,  mar- 
rying after  the  long  absence  of  her  husband,  yet  before  she 
Was  certified  of  his  death,  as  he  determines  in  another 
canon  :^  but  he  reckons  her  more  pardonable  than  another 
woman,  because  it  was  more  probable  that  he  might  be 
dead.  In  these  cases,  if  the  first  husband  appeared  again, 
he  mijjht  claim  his  wife,  and  the  second  marriage  was  null 
and  of  no  effect,  as  is  determined  in  the  Council  of  Trullo,* 
where  these  canons  of  St.  Basil  are  repeated.  But  the  civil 
law  allowed  a  soldier's  wife  to  marry  after  four  years'  ex- 
pectation.^ 

'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit.  ft.  do  Secundis  Niiptiis.  \e^  I.  Si  qua  ox  ficminin 
perdito  niarito,  intra  anni  spaciiun  alteri  tVstinarit  innubero  (parum  cniiu 
temporis  post  dccnn  nicnsts  servanduiii  ailjicinuis,  taimtsi  idipsuni  exiguiini 
putemus)  probosis  iniista  nolis,  hoiu-stioris  nobilisciue  persome  et  decore  et 
jure  i)riT(tur  ;  atqur  omnia,  <|uic  de  prioris  inariti  bonis,  vel  jure  sponsalio- 
rum,  vel  judicio  d<'funoti  conjuj?is  constcula  fucrat,  amittal. 

•  Basil,  ran.  31 .  "  Id.  can.  36.  *  Con.  Trnl.  c.  93. 

•  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  v.  lit.  17.  leg.  7. 
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Sect.  10.— Guardians  not  to  marry  Orphans  in  their  Minority,  till  their 
Guardianship  was  ended. 

By  the  old  Roman  law  a  guardian  miglit  not  marry  a 
woman,  to  whom  he  was  guardian;  neither  might  he  give 
her  in  marriage  to  his  own  son.  There  are  several  laws  of 
Severus,  Philip,  and  Valerian  in  the  Justinian  Code  to  this 
purpose.*  The  only  exception  then  was,  when  the  g-uardian 
did  it  by  the  prince's  licence  and  particular  rescript.  But 
Constantine  determined  this  matter  with  another  distinction, 
which  was,^  that  the  guardian  should  not  marry  the  orphan, 
whilst  she  was  a  minor,  and  under  his  care  ;  but  when  she 
was  of  age  he  might  marry  her,  first  proving,  that  he  had 
not  defiled  her  in  her  minority.  But  if  he  had  offered  any 
injury  to  her  before,  he  was  not  only  debarred  from  marry- 
ing her,  but  was  also  to  be  banished,  and  all  his  goods  to 
be  confiscated  to  the  public. 

Sect.  11. — When  first  the  Prohibition  of  spiritual  Relations  marrying  one 
with  another  came  in. 

By  some  rules,  though  not  of  the  first  and  prime  anti- 
quity, certain  degrees  of  spiritual  relations  were  prohibited 
from  making  marriages  one  with  another.  The  thing-  was 
first  thought  of  by  Justinian,  who  made  a  law,^  forbidding 
any  man  to  marry  a  woman,  for  whom  he  had  been  godfather 
in  baptism  ;  because  nothing  induces  a  more  paternal  af- 
fection, or  juster  prohibition  of  marriage,  than  this  tie,  by 
which  their  souls  are  in  a  divine  manner  united  toerether. 
The  Council  of  Trullo  improves  this  matter  a  little  further,* 
and  forbids  the  godfather  not  only  to  marry   the  infant,  but 


'  Cod.  Just.  lib.  V.  tit.  6.     De  interdicto  matrimonio  inter  pupillam  et  tu- 
toreni  seu  curatorem,  eorumque  filios.  leg  1,  4,  6,  7.  *  Cod.  Th. 

lib.  ix.  tit.  8.  leg.  I.  Ubi  puella  ad  annos  adultae  aetatis  accesserit,  et  aspi- 
rare  ad  nuptias  coeperit,  tutores  necesse  habent  comprobare,  quod  puellae  sit 
intemerata  virginitas,  cujus  conjunctio  postulalur.  Quod  ne  latius  porriga- 
tur,  hie  solus  debet  tutorem  nexus  adstringere,  ut  seipsura  probet  ab  injuria 
laesi  pudoris  immunem:  quod  ubi  consliteril,  omni  metu  liber,  optatS  con- 
junctionefrui  dcbebit.  ^  Cod.  Just,  lib  v.  tit. 4.  deNupliis.  leg.  26 

*  Con.  Trul.  can.. 53. 
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the  mother  of  the  infiint,  for  whom  ho  was  surety  ;  ordering- 
such  as  have  done  so,  first  to  be  separated,  and  then  to  do 
the  penance  of  fornicators.  The  Canon  Law  afterward  ex- 
tended this  relation  to  the  baptizer  and  the  baptized,  and  to 
the  catechist  and  catechumen,'  and  I  know  not  what  other 
degrees  of  spiritual  kindred  :  and  the  popes  with  the  same 
reason  might  have  used  their  authority  to  have  prohibited 
all  Ciiristians  from  marrying  one  with  another ;  because  by 
baptism  and  many  other  ties  they  are  more  undoubtedly  spi- 
ritual brethren.  But  Estius  owns  this  too  absurd  to  be 
maintained,*  because  it  would  oblige  all  Christians  either  to 
abstain  from  marriage,  or  else  to  marry  infidels  :  and  yet  he 
gravely  defends  all  the  other  extravagant  prohibitions  upon 
the  infallible  authority  of  the  Church. 

Sect.  12. — Whether  a  Man  might  marry  after  a  lawful  Divorce  ? 

But  to  return  to  the  ancient  Church.  Many  of  the  primi- 
tive writers  were  of  opinion,  that  the  bond  of  matrimony  was 
not  dissolvable  by  any  thing  but  death.  And  therefore  they 
not  only  condemned  polygamy,  or  marrying  a  second  wife 
while  the  first  was  living  ;  and  marrying  after  an  unlawful 
divorce,  which  was  much  the  same  thing  with  polygamy  in 
real  estimation  ;  but  they  reckoned  it  unlawful  also  to  marry 
after  a  lawful  divorce  :  because  though  there  might  be  rea- 
son for  a  separation,  yet  they  thought  there  was  no  dissolu- 
tion of  the  marriage  so  long  as  both  the  parties  were  living. 
I  sliall  say  nothing  further  here  of  the  unlawfulness  of  poly- 
gamy, or  of  marrying  again  after  an  unlawful  divojce  ;  be- 
cause I  have  had  occasion  heretofore^  to  speak  fully  of  the 
laws  and  discipline  of  the  church  against  both  these  :  but 
the  prohibition  of  marrying  again  after  a  lawful  divorce 
is  what  deserves  a  little  further  consideration. 

And   here  I   observe,  that  the  Ancients  were  divided  in 
their  sentiments  upon  the  point.    Origen  was  against  marry- 


'  Sext.  Decretal,  lib.  iv.  lit.  iii.  de  Cognat.  Spirituali,  cap.  ii. 
»  Eslius  in  Sent.  lib.  iv.  Dist.  xiii.  sect.  i.  '  Book  XVI.  chap, 

xi.  sect.  T.  and  vi. 
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ing-  after  such  a  divorce,  yet  he  says,*  there  were  some 
bishops  in  his  time,  who  permitted  a  woman  to  marry  whilst 
her  former  husband  was  hving-.  Which  was  indeed  against 
scripture,  which  says,  "The  woman  is  bound  so  long*  as  her 
husband  hveth:"  and,  ''she  shall  be  called  an  adulteress, 
if  whilst  her  husband  liveth,  she  be  married  to  another 
man."  Yet  they  did  not  permit  this  altogether  without 
reason  :  for  perhaps  for  the  infirmity  of  such  as  could  not 
contain,  they  tolerated  that,  which  was  evil,  to  avoid  that, 
which  is  worse,  though  contrary  to  that,  which  was  written 
from  the  beginning.  Here  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that 
those  bishops,  who  allowed  men  and  women  to  marry  after 
divorce,  did  not  think  it  simply  evil,  though  it  vias  so  in 
Origen's  opinion.  And  the  same  is  to  be  said  of  Constan- 
tine,  who  made  a  law,^  that  a  man  for  three  crimes,  adultery, 
sorcery,  and  pandery,  might  lawfully  put  away  his  wife  and 
marry  another.  For  as  Gothofred  rightly  observes,  in  say- 
ing, that  unless  she  was  guilty  of  one  of  those  three  crimes, 
he  might  not  marry  another,  it  is  plainly  implied,  that  if  he 
proved  her  guilty  of  any  of  the  three,  he  had  liberty  to  put 
her  away  and  marry  another.  The  author  under  the  name 
of  St.  Ambrose  was  of  the  same  opinion.  For  expound- 
ing those  words  of  the  Apostle,  a  brother  or  a  sister  in  such 
a  case  is  not  under  bondage,  he  says,^if  Esdras  cast  out  the 

'  Orig,  Horn.  vii.  in  Mat,  torn.  ii.  p.  67.  Scio  quosdam,  qui  praesunt  ec- 
clesiis,  extra  Scripturam  perraisisse  aliquam  nubere,  viro  priori  vivente  :  et 
contra  Scripturam  fecerunt  quidem,  dicentem,  mulier  ligata  est  quanto 
tempore  vivit  vir  ejus  :  item,  "  vivente  viro  adultera  vocabitur  si  facta 
fnerit  alteri  viro."  Non  tamen  omnino  sine  causfilioc  permiserunt;  forsilan 
enim  propter  hujusmodi  infirmitatem  incontinentium  hominum,  pejorum 
comparatione  quse  mala  sunt  permiserunt,  adversus  ea  quae  ab  initio  erant 
scripta.  *  Cod.  Tli.  lib.  iii.  tit.  xvi.  de  Repudiis.  leg  i.     In 

masculis  etiam,  si  repudium  mittant,  hisc  tria  crimina  inquiri  conveniet,  si 
moecham,  vel  medicaraentariam,  vel  concilialricem  repudiare  voluerit:  nam 
si  ab  his  criminibus  liberam  ejecerit,  omnera  dotem  restituere  debet,  et  aliam 
non  ducere.  s  Ambros,  in  i.  Cor.  vii.  xv.     Si  Esdras  dimitti 

fecit  uxores  aut  viros  infideles,  ut  propitlus  fieret.  Deus,  nee  iratus  esset,. 
si  alias  ex  genere  suo  acciperent :  (non  enim  ita  praeceptum  his  est,  ut  remis- 
sis  istis  alias  minime  ducerent ;)  quanto  magis,   si  infidelis  discesserit,  libe- 

rum  habcbit  arbitrium,  si  voluerit,  nubere  legis  suae   viro? Non  est  pec- 

catum  ci  qui  dimittitur  propter  Deum,  si  alii  se  junxerit,  Contumelia  enim 
Crealoris  solvit  jus  matrimonii,  &c. 
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infidels,  nnd  allowed  the  faithful  to  marry  other  wives:  how 
much   rather,  if  an  intidel  departs  of  his  own  accord,  shall 
the  believing  woman  have  liberty,  if  she  pleases,  to  be  mar- 
ried to  a  man  of  her  own  religion  ?  and  he  gives  this  reason 
for  it:  because  an  indignity  oflered  to  the  Creator  dissolves 
the  obligation   of  matrimony  with    respect    to  him,   who 
is  deserted,  so  that  he  is  excused  though   he  be  joined  to 
another    forasmuch    as    an    infidel    is   injurious    both    to 
God    and  to  matrimony  itself  by   desertion.       Epiphanius 
speaks  not  only  his  own  sense,  but  the  sense  of  the  church 
in   his  time.     And  he  says  plainly,  that  though  the  clergy 
were  prohibited  from  marrying  a  second  wife  after  the  death 
of  the  first;  yet  the  people  were  not  only  allowed  to  marry 
ao-ain  in  such  a  case,  but  also  in  case  of  divorce,'  if  a  sepa- 
ration was  made  upon  the  account  of  fornication  or  adultery, 
or  any  such  criminal  evil,  and  a  man  thereupon  was  joined 
to  a  second  wife,  or  a  woman  to  a  second  husband,  the  word 
of  God  did  not  condemn   them,  nor  exclude  them  from  the 
church   nor  eternal   life,  but  tolerate  them  because  of  their 
infirmity  ;  not  that  a  man  should  have  two  wives  at  the  same 
time,  but  that  being  divorced  or  separated  from  the  first,  he 
mi""ht  lawfully  bo  joined  to  a  second,  Pefavius  freely  owns,* 
that  this  is  a  full  proof  in  fact  of  the  Churcirs  sentiments 
at  that  time:  only  he   says,  the  matter   was  not  then  fully 
determined  nor  settled  by  any  general  Council,     Which  is 
not  very  material  to  the  present  enquiry  ;  which  is  not  about 
the  determinations  of  the  Councils  of  Florence  or  Trent, 
but  about  the  sense  and    practice  of  the  ancient  Church. 
Now  what  Epiphanius  observes  concerning  the   toleration 
of  such  marriages  in  the  Church  without  any  cheek  of  eccle- 
siastical censure,  is  further  confirmed  ev^n  from  the  Council 
of  Aries,  and  St.   Austin,  though  they  were  of  a  different 
opinion  from  Epiphanius  as  to  the  sense  of  Scripture,  They 
thought  men  were  forbidden  to  marry  again  after  divorce 

'  Epiphan.  Ihrr.  lix.  n.  iv.    "l\,i>iKtv  rwbc  Tr(io(l>d(nwg  iropi'iiaQ,  i^  fioixfiac^ 
7J  icaicjjc  aiTiac    ^''T'"'/*"  yf »'0/im'8,  (Tiira^^f »'r«  CfVTip(f  yuraiKt  «(c  atVtarai  6 
3iioc  Xiiyof,   HOt  (iiro  rt'n^  iKKXriniar:  kJ  rijc  ^<<>'/C  nwdKijpvrTH.  &c, 
'■'  Pflav.iii  I-oc.  p.  255.     Illis  tcmporibus  muKlum  ea  its  ab  cxclcsifi  dcfinita 
prorsi'is  furrit.  &(•. 
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whilst  the  first  wife  was  living-:  but  they  did  not  think  this 
so  clearly  revealed,  as  to  make  it  an  high  crime  and  just 
matter  of  excommunication,  like  other  plain  cases  of  adul- 
tery. The  Council  orders,^  that  such  men  shall  be  dealt 
with  and  advised,  as  much  as  might  be,  not  to  marry  a  second 
wife,  while  the  former,  that  was  divorced  for  adultery,  was 
living-:  but  they  say  not  a  word  of  any  ecclesiastical  censure 
to  be  passed  upon  them,  if  they  did  otherwise,  And  St. 
Austin  confesses,'^  there  was  a  very  great  difference  to  be 
made  between  such  as  put  away  their  wives  for  adultery,  and 
married  again,  and  such  as  did  so  upon  other  reasons  :  for 
this  question,  whether  he,  who  without  doubt  has  liberty  to 
but  away  his  wife  for  adultery,  be  to  be  reckoned  an  adul- 
terer, if  he  marries  again  ;  is  a  matter  so  obscurely  resolved 
in  scripture,  that  a  man  may  be  supposed  to  err  venially  about 
if.  And  therefore  he  concludes,  that  all  that  the  ministry 
has  to  do  in  this  case,  is  only  to  persuade  men  not  to  engage 
in  such  marriages :  but  if  they  will  marry  notwithstanding 
the  contrary  advice  that  is  given  them,  he  will  not  venture 
to  say,  that  such  men  ought  therefore  to  be  kept  out  of  the 
Church.  St.  Austin  was  fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind, 
that  such  marriages  after  divorce  were  unlawful.  For  he 
often  repeats  it  in  his  works,^  and  uses  what  arguments  he 
could  to  dissuade  men  from  them  ;  not  scrupling  to  declare 


'  Con.  Arelat.  i.  can.  x.  Placuit,  ut  in  quantum  potest,  consilium  eis  de- 
tur,  ne  viventibus  uxoribus  suis,  licet  aduheris,  alias  accipiant. 

Note,  that  Petavius  reads  this  canon  differently  from  all  the  printed  edi- 
tions :  for  whereas  they  read  the  beginning  of  it  thus,  "De  his  qui  conjuges 
suas  in  adulteno  deprehendunt,  et  iideni  sunt  adolescentes  fideles,  et  prohi- 
bentur  nubere:"  he  contends  that  it  ought  certainly  to  be  read,  "  Non  pro- 
hibentur  nubere:"  and  then,  as  he  says,  it  is  another  evident  proof,  that  in- 
nocent persons  after  a  lawful  divorce  were  not  prohibited  to  marry  in  thos« 
days.  Petav.  Aniraadvers.  in  Epiphan.  Har.  lix.  p.  255.  See  also  St. 
Basil.  Can.  ix.  to  the  same  purpose. 

*Aug.  de  Fide  et  Oper.  cap.  xix.  Quisquis  uxorem  adulterio  deprehensam 
dim'serit  et  aliam  duxerit,  non  videtur  aequandus  eis,  qui  exceptfl  causfi  adul- 
terii  dimittunt  et  ducunt.  Et  in  ijjsis  divinis  sententiis  ita  obscurum  est, 
utrum  etiste,  cui  quidem  sine  dublo  adulteram  licet  dimittere,  adulter  tamen 
habeatur,  si  alteram  duxerit,  ut  quantum  existimo  venialiter  ibi  quisque 
fallatur.  *  Vid.  Aug.  De  Aduiterinis  Conjugiis.  lib.  i.  cap.  i.  et  xxiv. 

De  Nuptiis  et  Concup.  lib.  i.  cap.  x.  De  Bono  Conjugali.  cap.  vii.  De. 
Sermono  Dom.   in  Monte,   lib.   i.   c.  xiv.   lib.    l.\xxiii.   quaest.  q.  Ixxxili, 
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his  opinion  of  them,  as  suspicious  and  doubtful  marriag-es, 
that  mig-ht  stand  charged  with  adultery.  But  then,  he  no 
uhere  intimates,  that  the  Church  either  did  or  ought  to  treat 
persons  so  marrying  as  she  did  other  adulterers,  whose  adul- 
tery was  more  indisputable,  either  by  dissolving  the  marri- 
ag-e,  or  bringing  the  persons  under  excommunication  and 
public  penance  in  the  church  :  but  rather  declares  the  error 
of  such  persons  to  be  venial,  because  it  was  not  so  expressly 
condemned  in  scripture.  And  thus  much  Estius  owns,'  only 
he  says,  it  was  not  then  condemned  by  any  g-encral  coun- 
cil. There  is  one  instance  indeed,  given  by  St.  Jerom,*  of  a 
woman  doing-  public  penance  in  the  church  for  marrying  a 
second  husband  after  she  had  divorced  herself  from  the  first 
upon  the  account  of  his  adultery,  and  his  other  intolerable 
practices.  But  this  was  a  voluntary  act  of  her  own,  and  not 
done  till  after  death  of  her  second  husband  :  the  Church  did 
not  impose  this  penance  on  her,  \^hilst  her  husband  was 
living,  nor  yet  when  he  was  dead;  but  she  chose  it  of  her 
own  accord,  and  submitted  to  it  without  any  compulsion. 
Had  there  been  any  general  law  then  in  the  Church,  either 
to  dissolve  such  marriages,  or  bring  the  parties  to  public 
penance,  no  doubt  the  bishop  of  Rome  would  have  called 
upon  them  both  whilst  the  husband  was  living,  to  have  com- 
plied with  the  rule  and  the  discipline  of  the  Church  :  but  this 
not  being  done,  seems  to  be  an  argument,  that  then  it  was 
not  the  custom  of  the  Roman  Church  to  inflict  any  public 
censures  upon  such  as  married  again  after  a  lawful  divorce, 
but  only  to  use  what  arguments  she  could  to  dissuade  men 
and  women  from  such  marriasres  till  the  former  husband  or 
•wife  were  dead  :  or  else,  if  they  did  engage  in  them,  to  ex- 
hort them  to  repent  of  such  engagements,  as  crimes  prohi- 
bited by  the  Apostle.     Which  St.  Jerom  himself^  does  with 


'  Estius  in  Sent.  lib.  iv.  Dial.  xxxv.  n.  xi.  *  Hieron. 

ICpitapli.  Fabioloc.  K|).  xxx.  ad  Oceanum.  Quis  hoc  cn>(leri't,  iit  post  mor- 
tem secundi  viri  in  seinetipsiim  reversa,  sacciim  indueret,  ut  errorem  publice 
fateretitr,  et  tot<l  urbe  s|)ecl«nle  Rouianfi,  ante  diem  Puscliic,  basilica  quon- 
dam Laterani  staret  in  ordine  ixenitentium?  &c.  *IIieron. 
Ej>.  exlvii.  ad  Amandum. 
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no  small  vehemence,  according  to  his  manner,  telling  a 
woman,  who  had  so  married  a  second  husband,  that  she  was 
an  adulteress  for  so  doing,  and  that  she  ought  not  to  receive 
the  communion  till  she  repented  of  her  crime.  By  which  I 
suppose  he  means  her  obligations  to  private  repentance, 
and  not  any  solemn  penance  imposed  by  the  public  disci- 
pline of  the  church.  Yet  in  the  Spanish  Church  before  this 
time  there  seems  to  have  been  something  of  public  disci- 
pline exercised  against  such  persons,  especially  women, 
joining  in  second  marriages  whilst  the  first  husband  was 
living.  For  in  the  Council  of  Eliberis  there  is  a  Canon, 
which  orders,*  that  if  a  woman,  who  is  a  believer,  put  away 
an  adulterous  husband,  who  is  also  a  believer,  and  go  about 
to  marry  another,  she  shall  first  be  dissuaded  from  it:  but 
if  notwithstanding  that  she  does  marry,  she  shall  not  receive 
the  communion  till  her  first  husband  be  dead,  unless  the 
necessity  of  sickness  require  it  to  be  given  her.  But  as  this 
was  but  a  Canon  of  a  private  Council,  so  here  are  several 
exceptions  and  abatements  in  it.  First,  it  only  respects 
women,  and  not  men.  Then  again  it  only  relates  to  women, 
that  were  believers,  and  not  catechumens,  who  by  the  next 
Canon  are  allowed  notwithstanding  to  be  admitted  to 
baptism,  as  St.  Austin  also  determined.  Thirdly,  the  hus- 
band also  that  was  deserted,  must  be  a  believer;  for  the 
case  is  otherwise,  if  he  was  an  heathen.  Lastly,  she  is 
allowed  the  communion  at  the  point  of  death,  though 
she  never  relinquished  the  second  husband.  So  that 
as  yet  the  prohibition  was  not  universal  upon  many  ac- 
counts. Afterwards  we  find  in  one  of  the  laws  of  Hono- 
rius,  that  if  a  woman^  could  prove  her  reason  weighty  and 
sufficient  for  a  divorce,  she  might  not  only  retain  her  dowry 
and  the  donations  of  her  epousals,  but  also  vvithin  five 
years  have  liberty  to  marry  again.     And  a  man,  if  he  could 


'  Con.  Eliber.  can.  ix.  Foemina  fidelis,  qufe  adulterum  niaritum  reliquerit 
fidelcm,  etalterum  ducit,  prohibeaturne  ducat;  si  duxerit,  r.on  prius  accipiat 
communionem,  nisi  quem  reliquerit  prius  de  saeculo  exieiit,  nisi  forte  ne:es- 
sitas  infirmitatis  dare  compulerit.  ®  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit.  xvi. 

De  Repudiis.  leg.  ii.  Si  graves  causas  probaverit,  quse  recedit,  dotis  suje 
compos,  sponsalein  quoque  obtineat  largitatem,  atque  a  repudii  die  post 
quinquennium  nubendi  rccipiat  poteslatem.  &c. 
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prove  his  reasons  for  divorce  vveig-hty  against  his  wife,  might 
not  only  retain  her  dowry  and  gifts  of  espousal,  but  have  li- 
berty to  marry  another  wife  whenever  he  pleased.  Or  if  they 
were  only  light  faults,  and  not  high  crimes,  that  he  had  to 
alleg-e  against  his  wife,  he  was  to  leave  her  her  dowry,  but 
might  reclaim  any  espousal  gifts,  and  have  liberty  to  marry 
another  wife  after  two  years.  But  if  a  man  put  away  his 
wife  for  no  reasons  at  all,  but  only  his  own  moroseness,  he 
was  condemned  to  live  in  perpetual  celibacy  for  his  insolent 
divorce,  and  the  woman  had  liberty  within  a  year  to  be  mar- 
ried to  atjother  man.  And  there  are  several  laws  of  Theo- 
dosius  junior,  and  Valentinian  III,,  and  Anastatius  in  the 
Justinian  Code,*  which  grant  the  same  liberty  of  marrying 
after  lawful  divorces.  But  these  laws  are  not  altogether 
approved  by  the  writers  of  the  Church  in  those  times.  For 
as  we  have  heard  St,  Austin  and  St,  Jerom  express  their  dis- 
like before,  so  we  may  find  the  same  in  Chrysostom,*  and 
Ambrose,*  and  Pope  Innocent,*  and  other  writers  of  that 
age,  who  reckon  the  laws  of  the  state  too  loose  and  favour- 
able to  such  as  married  after  divorce.  Which  serves  only  to 
confirm  the  observation,  which  1  made  at  first,  that  the  An- 
cients were  divided  upon  this  point,  and  treated  it  only  as  a 
problematical  question,  though  the  Council  of  Trent  has 
since  turned  it  into  an  article  of  faith,^and  damned  all  those 
that  come  not  into  her  sentiments  about  it.  And  in  her  sen- 
tence, to  note  this  by  the  by,  she  has  also  condemn- 
ed some  of  her  own  popes  and  Councils  of  later  ages,  which 
Gratian  has  recorded.  Pope  Zechary  allows  a  woman,® 
whose  husband  had  committed  incest  with  her  sister,  to  put 
him  away,  and  marry,  to  w hom  she  would  in  the  Lord.  And 
Gregory  111.  allows  a  man  to  put  away  his  wife  for  infirmity 
and  marry  another.''     The  Council  of  Tribur  says,^  if  a  son 

«  Cod.  Ju8t.  lib,  T.  tit.  17.    De  Repudiis.  leg.  •viii.  elix, 
*  Chrys,  Hom,  xvii.  in  Mat.  ^  Ambros.  dc  Abraliam.  lib.  i. 

c.  4.  *  Innoc.  Ep.  iii.  ad  Exuper.  c.  vi.  *  Con.  Trident, 

Sess.  xxiv.  can,  7.  ^  Ap.  Gratian.  Caus.  xxxii.     Qusest.  vii. 

cap.  28.     Nubat  in  Domino  cui  vult,  '   Ibid,  Cans,  xxxii. 

Q.  vii.  c.  18,  *  Ibid,  cap.  xxiv.     Si  quis  cum  novercS  suft 

dormierit,  neuter  ad  conjugium  potest  pervenire  :  sed  vir  ejus  potest,  si  vult, 
aliam  accipcre,  si  se  continere  non  potest. 
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commits  incest  with  his  mother-in-law,  the  father  may  put 
her  away,  and  marry  another,  if  he  pleases.  And  the  Coun- 
cil of  Vermeriae  (which  in  some  copies  of  Gratian  is  falsely 
called  the  Council  of  Eliberis)  says,*  if  a  woman  take  coun- 
sel with  others  to  compass  the  death  of  her  husband,  he  may 
dismiss  her  for  the  attempt,  and  marry  another,  if  he  pleases. 
So  that  the  new  legislators  at  Trent  were  as  much  at  va- 
riance with  their  own  canon  law,  as  they  were  with  the  An- 
cient Fathers  upon  this  subject. 

Sect.  13. — Whether  an   Adulterer  might  marry  an  Adulteress,  whom  he 
jhad  defiled,  after  the  Death  of  her  Husband  ? 

Nor  are  the  Roman  Casuists  better  agreed  with  the  An- 
cients upon  another  question  relating  to  the  impediments  of 
marriage,  viz.  whether  an  adulterer  may  marry  another  man's 
wife  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  having  been  guilty  of 
adultery  with  her,  whilst  her  former  husband  was  livino:: 
the  modern  Canonists  commonly  resolve  this  in  the  nega- 
tive. The  Council  of  Tribur,  in  Germany,  which  was  held 
in  the  year  895,  under  Pope  Formosus,  proposes  a  famous 
case  of  a  man,  who  defiled  another  man's  wife, and  swore  he 
would  marry  her  after  her  husband's  death  :  the  Council  pe- 
remptorily determines  this  to  be  unlawful  :^  we  anathema- 
tize such  a  marriage,  and  forbid  it  to  all  Christians.  It  is 
not  lawful  therefore,  nor  agreeable  to  the  Christian  religion, 
that  any  one  should  use  her  in  matrimony,  whom  he  had 
before  defiled  by  adultery.  Peter  Lombard^  and  Gratian* 
cite  other  authorities  of  Pope  Leo  and  the  Council  of  AI- 
thaeum  to  this  purpose  :  and  the  modern  Canonists  commonly 
stand  to  their  determination,^  only  making  some  nice  dls- 


'  Con.  Vermer.  ap.  Gratian.  caus.  xxxi.  q,  i.  cap.  G.  Si  qua  mulier  in  mor- 
tem mariti  sui  cum  aliis  consiliata  sit,  ipse  vir  potest  uxorem  dimittere,  et  si 
voluerit,  aliam  ducere.  ^  Con.  Tribur.  can  xl.     Tale  con- 

nubium  anatheraatizamus,  et  Christianis  omnibus  obseramus.  Non  licet 
ergo,  nee  Christians  religionioportet,  ut  ullus  ei  utaturin  matrimonio,  cum 
qua  prius  pollutus  erat  aduiterio.  *  Lombard.  Sent.  Dist.  xxxv. 

lib.  iv.  *  Gratian.  caus.  xxxi.  q.  1.  *  Vid.  Estium 

in  Sent. lib.  iv.  dist.  xxxv.  n.  13. 

VOL.  VII.  R 
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tind  ioiis  to  rGConcile  these  Canons  to  better  authorities  of  the 
Ancients.  For  the  Ancients  in  this  matter  were  of  another 
opinion.  St.  Austin  resolves  the  question  in  the  atlirmative,' 
universally  and  without  distinction,  that  when  a  woman's 
husband  was  dead,  to  wliom  she  was  truly  married,  she 
mifjht  become  tlie  true  and  lawful  wife  of  another,  with 
whom  before  she  had  committed  adultery.  And  ag-ain,*  it 
is  manifest,  that  they,  who  at  first  join  wickedly  together  in 
concubinage,  may  afterward  by  changing  their  wills  make 
a  just  an  honest  marringe  together.  And  therefore  the 
Council  of  Eliberis  determined,^  that  though  a  woman,  who 
left  her  husband, and  lived  adulterously  v\ith  another,  should 
not  communicate  so  long  as  her  husband  was  living ;  yet  she 
might  after  his  death,  because  then  she  became  the  lawful 
wife  of  him,  with  whom  before  she  had  only  lived  in  adul- 
tery. Albaspiny,*  in  his  notes  upon  this  Canon,  makes  this 
candid  remark  :  in  those  times  you  may  observe,  that  ma- 
trimony might  stand  firm  and  valid  between  adulterers,  who 
had  to  do  with  one  another  whilst  the  true  and  lawful 
husband  was  living:  which  now  is  so  prohibited,  that  a  wo- 
man, even  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  cannot  make  a  true 
and  lawful  marriage  with  her  adulterer,  but  only  by  the  dis- 
pensation of  the  pope.  Which  is  a  plain  and  ingenuous 
confession  of  the  difference  between  the  ancient  and  mo- 
dern way  of  resolving"  this  question  ;  and  perhaps  tacitly 
intimates  the  true  reason  of  inventing  so  many  new  impedi- 
ments in  the  business  of  matrimony,  that  the  pope  might 
have  it  in    his  power  to  grant  frequent  dispensations.     All 


'  Aug.  de  Niipliis  ct  Concup.  lib.  i.  cap.  10.     Mortuo  viro  cum  quo  veruiii 
connubium  luif,  fieri  verum  connubiuin  potest  cum  quo  prius  aduUeriuni  fuit. 
'  Id.  de  Bono  Coujujjali.  cap.  xiv.     Posse  sane  fieri  nup- 
tras  «x  male  conjunelis,  lioncsto  postea  Piacito  consequente,  manifestum. 

*  Con.  Elil)ercan.  \x.  Fajmina  qurc  maritum  reliquerit,  et  altenim 
duxerit,  non  prius  accipial  coinniunionem,  nisi  (jucm  reliquerit,  prius  de  sfe- 
culoexierit.  *  Albaspin.  in  Ta>c.     litis  temporibus,  ut  vides, 

iiialrimonium  poterat  stare  ct  validum  esse  inter  adulteros,  qui  vivente  vero 
et  legitimo  marito  rem  simul  habuerant :  Quod  liodie  ita  prohibitum  est,  ut 
ne  qui<lem  post  mortem  marili  mulier  possil  cum  adultcro  nuptias  lirmas  et 
logitinia^  lacere,  nisi  summo  (lis[iensaiite  pontifice. 
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that  the  Ancient  Canons  required  in  this  particular  case,  was 
only  that  the  criminals  should  perform  a  just  and  satisfactory 
penance  for  their  former  adultery,  but  they  never  forbad 
them  to  marry,  nor  dissolved  the  marriage,  if  it  was  con- 
tracted reg-uJarly  after  the  death  of  the  former  husband, 
without  any  other  impediment  to  hinder  or  disannul  it.  As 
appears  from  another  Canon  of  the  Council  of  Eiiberis, 
which  orders,*  that  if  a  widow  commit  adultery  with  a  man, 
and  afterward  take  him  for  her  husband,  she  shall  do  five 
years'  penance,  and  then  be  reconciled  to  the  communion, 
or  by  the  communion  :  but  if  she  leaves  him,  and  marries 
any  other,  she  shall  not  have  the  communion  even  at  her 
last  hour.  Where  it  is  observable,  that  the  Council  is  so 
far  from  prohibiting*  or  disannulling  the  marriage  of  an  adul- 
teress with  her  adulterer,  that  they  oblige  her  to  keep  him  for 
her  husband,  and  take  no  other,  under  pain  of  being  refused 
the  communion  even  at  the  hour  of  death.  Which  is  abun- 
dantly sufficient  to  shew  us  the  sense  of  the  Ancients  upon 
this  point,  that  they  never  reckoned  it  needed  a  dispensation 
to  bring  adulterers  into  a  lawful  marriage,  though  this  has 
been  the  current  practice  of  the  Roman  court  nowfor  many 
ages. 

Sect.  14. — The  Celebration  of  Marriage  forbidden  in  Lent. 

I  have  but  one  thing  more  to  observe  conqerning  the  an- 
cient prohibitions  of  marriage  ;  and  that  relates  to  the  time 
or  season,  in  which  it  might  or  might  not  be  regularly  cele- 
brated. The  most  ancient  prohibition  that  we  meet  with  of 
this  kind  is  that  of  the  Council  of  Laodicea,^  which  forbids 
all  marriages  as  well  as  birth-days  to  be  celebrated  in  Lent. 
And  this  is  the  only  prohibition  in  point  of  time  that  we  mee^t 
with  in  any  of  the  genuine  records  of  those  early  ages. 


'  Con.  Eliber.  can.  Ijcxii.  Si  qua  vidua  fuerit  raoechata,  et  eundern  postea 
habuerit  maritiiin,  post  quinqueniitempus,  ^cti  legitime  poenitentiS,  placuit 
earn  communione  reconciliari.  Si  alium  duxerit,  relicto  iilo,  nee  in  fine  dan- 
dam  esse  ei  communionem.  *  Con.  Laodic.  can.  lii."Or» ,» 
litl  ii>  TicgapaKoci)  yufiHS  V  yf J't^Xtn  inirfXih', 
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Petor  Lombard'  aiul  (jiatiaii'  cite  a  Canon  out  of  the  Council 
of  Lerida,  anno  ;')2-i,  Avhic  h  forbids  marriag-es  not  only  in 
Lent,  but  three  weeks  before  the  festival  of  St.  John  Bap- 
tist, and  fronn  the  beg-innincr  of  Advent  to  Epiphany;  order- 
ing hkewise  all  marriages  that  are  made  in  these  intervals 
to  be  annulled.  But  there  is  no  such  Canon  now  extant  in 
the  tomes  of  the  Councils,  which  makes  it  suspicious,  that 
it  is  some  Canon  of  ^  much  later  date  than  the  Council  that 
is  pretended.  Martin  Bracarensis  lived  some  time  after  the 
Council  of  Lerida,  and  in  his  Collection  of  Canons,  which 
he  published  anno  572,  in  the  Council  of  Lugo,  he  takes 
notice  of  tlie  prohibition  made  at  Laodicea,  but  not  of  the 
pretended  one  at  Lerida,^  nor  of  any  other.  Which  is  a  fur- 
ther argument,  that  as  yet  there  was  no  prohibition  of  mar- 
rying-, but  only  in  Lent,  known  in  Spain,  when  the  Bishop 
of  Braga  made  his  collection  of  Canons  for  the  use  of  the 
Spanish  Church.  Pope  Nicholas  L  lived  about  the  year 
860  :  and  he  also  takes  notice  of  the  prohibition  of  mar- 
riage in  Lent,*  but  mentions  no  other  season.  Yet  Mr.  Sel- 
den  says,*  the  Council  of  Aquisgranum,  or  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
held  anno  83(5,  under  the  Emperor  Lewis  L,  forbids  mar- 
riages to  be  celebrated  on  the  Lord's  day,  by  a  new  injunc- 
tion:  which  I  do  not  find  in  the  place  by  him  quoted.  How- 
ever, the  Council  of  Salegunstade,  anno  1022,  under  Bene- 
dict Vin.  and  the  Emperor  Henry  H.  made  an  order,^  that 
no  Christians  should  marry  from  Advent  to  the  octaves  of 
Epiphany,  nor  between  Septuagesima  Sunday  and  the  oc- 
taves of  Easter,  nor  in  fourteen  days  before  the  festival  of 
St.  John  Baptist,  nor  upon  fast  days,  nor  the  vigils  of  the 
solemn  festivals.  And  from  that  time,  as  Mr.  Selden  shews 
at  large,  these  were  prohibited  times  of  marriage  in  most 
Churches.  The  learned  reader,  who  would  see  further  into 
this  matter,  together  with  the  practice  of  the  French  and 


'   Lombard,  .'^ent.  lib.  iv.  (list.  32.  *  Gratian.  Cans.  33.  qutest. 

iv.  cap.  10.  '  IMartin  llracar.  Collect.  Canon,  c.  48. 

*  Nicol.  Rfspans.  ad  Consulta  Hul^nror.  *  Seldon.  Uxor  Hebraic, 
lib.  ii.  rap.  30.  p.  313.  ex  Synodo  Aquisgran.  par.  ii.  can.  17. 

•  Con.  Bnh'gunstnd.  can.  3. 
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Eng-lish  Churches  in  the  following  ages,  may  consult  the 
elaborate  discourse  of  that  curious  writer.  For  I  must  re- 
turn to  the  Ancient  Church. 


CHAP.  III. 

Of  the  Manner  of  making  Espousals  preceding  Marriage 
in  the  Ancient  Church. 


Sbct.  1. — IIo^  the  Sponsalia  or  Espousals  differed  from  Marriage. 

When  persons,  against  whom  there  lay  no  lawful  impedi- 
ment, were  disposed  to  join  in  matrimony  with  each  other, 
they  were  obliged  to  go  through  certain  preliminaries  ap- 
pointed by  custom  or  law,  before  they  could  ordinarily  com- 
plete the  marriage,  or  regularly  come  together.  These  went 
by  the  general  name  of  sponsalia,  espousals  or  betrothing. 
This  differed  from  marriage,  as  an  obligation  or  contract 
antecedent  to  a  future  marriage  may  be  supposed  to  differ 
from  marriage  actually  solemnized  and  completed.  And 
there  were  several  distinct  ceremonies  proper  and  peculiar 
to  each.  For  which  reason,  though  they  be  by  some  writers 
confounded,  I  chuse  to  speak  separately  of  them  here;  as 
the  ancient  law,  which  either  appointed  or  confirmed  them, 
always  does,  giving  them  distinct  titles  in  both  the  Codes. 
For  there  we  find  one  title,  De  Sponsaliims  ef  Doyiationibus 
ante  Nuptias,  Of  Espousals  and  Gifts  before  Marriage :' 
and  another  De  Nuptiis,  Of  Marriage  itself^  To  give  a 
summary  account  of  the  ceremonies  observed  in  each  of 
these,  we  may  observe  first  of  the  espousals,  that  they  con- 
sisted chiefly  in  a  mutual  contract  or  agreement  between  the 
parties  concerning  their  future  marriage,  to  be  performed 
within  a  certain  limited  time :  which  contract  was  confirmed 


'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit,  5.     Cod.  Justin,  lib.  v.  tit.  1  ct  3. 
•'  Cod.  Til.  lib.  ili.  tit.  7.     Cod,  Justin,  lib.  v.  tit,  i. 


24(i  THK    AMlQlilTIUS    OF  THE  [bOOK    XXFI. 

by  certain  gilt?  or  donations,  called  arrcB  et  arrabones,  the 
earnest  of  marriage  ;  as  also  by  a  ring-,  a  kiss,  a  dowry,  a 
writing-  or  instrument  of  dowry,  with  a  sutiicient  number  of 
witnesses  to  attest  it.  After  which  there  was  no  receding- 
from  the  contract,  or  refusal  to  be  made  of  ruarriag-e,  with- 
out great  penalties  and  forfeitures  in  law,  and  incurring- 
many  times  the  hig-hest  censures  of  tlie  Church.  These 
were  the  preparatory  ceremonies,  or  harbingers  and  fore- 
runners of  the  future  marriage,  which  were  generally  ob- 
served by  obligation  of  the  Roman  laws,  though  not  all  of 
equal  necessity  to  all  manner  of  persons  :  for  the  law  made 
some  distinctions,  and  allowed  of  dispensations  in  some  of 
these  points  to  certain  orders  of  men  in  some  particular 
cases.  As  to  the  marriage  itself,  custom  generally  pre- 
vailed to  have  it  solemnized  by  the  ministers  of  the  Church; 
though  as  the  state  of  the  Roman  empire  then  stood,  this 
was  not  absolutely  necessary  by  any  law  ;  nor  were  those 
marriages  annulled  that  were  performed  otherwise.  But 
when  it  was  done  by  the  ministers,  it  was  performed  with  a 
solemn  benediction,  together  with  the  ceremonies  of  a  veil, 
and  a  coronet,  and  some  other  rites  ;  of  which  more  in  their 
proper  place. 

Sect.  2. — Frto  Consent  of  Parties  necessary  in  Espousals. 

T  begin  with  the  ceremonies  observed  in  espousals. 
Where  first  of  all  there  was  necessary  a  free  consent  of  the 
parties  contracting.  This  was  the  old  Roman  law,  called 
Lex  Papia  et  Julia,  confirmed  by  Diocletian,  and  inserted 
by  Justinian  into  his  Code.*  The  discipline  of  the  laws 
does  not  permit,  that  a  son  should  be  compelled  to  marry  a 
wife  against  his  will.  And  therefore,  though  parents  had  a 
right  to  dispose  of  their  children  in  marriage,  and  children 


'  Cod.  Justin.  lib.  v.  tit.  ♦.  Dc  Nujitiis.  les^.  12.  Nee  filium  quidem  faini- 
lias  invitum  ad  iixorcm  diicendani  roi^i,  loguin  disciplina  pi-rniitfit.  Isitur 
sicut  desidcras,  obserfatis  Juris  |)riccc()ti.s,  .sociarc  conjugio  (juani  volui-ri.s 
non  impedicris:  ita  tarorn  ut  cuntraliendis  niiptiiK  palris  Uii  consensus 
arL-cdal. 
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could  not  leg-ally  marry  witliout  their  consent,  as  is  express- 
ed in  the  same  law,  as  has  been  fully  shewn  before  ;'  yet 
children  had  an  equal  right  to  dispose  of  themselves,  and 
ought  not  to  be  compelled  by  their  parents  to  make  any 
contract  absolutely  against  their  own  inclinations.  If  a 
virgin  was  betrothed  by  the  consent  of  a  father,*  or  a  mo- 
ther, or  a  guardian,  before  she  was  ten  years  old,  in  that 
case  she  might  still  refuse  to  complete  the  marriage  with- 
out any  quadruple  forfeiture,  (which  the  law  required  for 
breach  of  contract  in  other  cases)  either  lo  be  exacted  of 
her  or  her  parents  ;  because  she  was  not  yet  of  age  to  give 
any  consent  to  an  espousal :  as  Gothofred  shews  out  of  Dio 
and  the  ancient  laws.  If  she  was  above  ten,  and  not  ye 
full  twelve  years  old,  when  she  was  betrothed  by  her  pa- 
rents, and  afterwards  refused  to  complete  the  marriage,  her 
parents  might  be  amerced,  but  not  the  virg'in  ;  because  she 
was  not  yet  of  age  and  ripeness  of  judgment  to  give  her 
free  consent  to  such  a  contract.  If  she  was  above  twelve 
years  old,  when  she  made  the  contract,  she  was  liable  to  be 
amerced  quadruple  by  law  for  not  completing  the  marriage 
according  to  the  espousal  contract.  But  then  she  had  a  just 
action  of  recovery  of  whatever  she  forfeited,  against  a  mo- 
ther, or  a  tutor,  or  a  guardian,  if  she  could  prove  that  she 
was  compelled  bj"  force  to  give  her  assent  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  arrce,  or  donations  made  to  her  upon  the  espousal. 
And  for  the  same  reason,  as  I  have  shewn  before,^  any  wo- 
man, who  entered  into  an  espousal  contract  with  a  governor 


'  Chap.  ii.  sect.  4.  *  Lex  Thcodosii  in  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit.  5, 

De  Sponsalibiis.  leg.  0.  Patri,  matri,  tutori,  vel  cuilibet,  ante  decimuin  pu- 
ellae  annum  datis  sponsalibus,  qiiadrupli  poenam  reiiiittimus,  etsi  nuptiae  noii 
sequantur.  Quod  si  decimo  anno  vel  ultra,  pater  qnisve  alius,  ad  quem 
puellffi  ratio  pertinet,  ante  duodecim  annos,  id  est,  usque  in  undecimi  mctas, 
suscepta  credideril  pignora   esse   retinenda,    deinceps   adventante  tempore 

nuptiarum  it  fide  absistens,  quadrupli  fiat  obnoxius. Duodecimo  auteni 

anno  inipleto,  quisquis  de  nuptiis  paciscitur,  si  quidem  j)ater,  semetipsum 
obliget ;  si  mater,  curaforve,  aut  alii  parentes  puella  fiat  obnoxia.  Cui 
qiiidem  contra  niatrem,  tutorem,  curatorem,  eumve  parenlem,  actio  ex  bono 
el  ex  sequo  integra  rescrvatur  corum  pignorum,  quae  ex  propriis  juxta  poe- 
nam juris  facultadbus  reddiderit,  si  ad  conseiisiini  aecipiendariim  arrarum  ab 
Iiis  se  ostendorit  fnisse  comjiulsam.  '  Chaj).  ii.  socl.7. 
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of  a  province  durini;-  the  year  of  his  administration,  was  at 
perfect  liberty,  when  tlie  year  was  ended,  whether  she 
would  fulfil  the  contracts,  and  marry  him  or  not :  because 
it  was  presumed,  that  lie  being  in  super-eminent  authority 
and  power,  might  overawe  a  woman,  and  terrify  her  into  an 
espousal  against  her  will  and  real  inclination.  Such  provi- 
dent care  did  the  ancient  law  take  to  secure  the  liberty  of 
such  as  entered  into  espousal  contracts,  that  nothing  of  this 
kind  should  stand  firm,  but  what  was  voluntarily  agreed 
upon  by  the  free  consent  of  each  contracting  party,  without 
any  force  or  violence  of  any  kind  intervening  to  compel 
them. 

Sect.  3. — The  Contract  of  Espousals  usuaily  testified  by  Gifts,  called  Airse, 
or  Donationcs  Sponsalilia-,  which  were  sometimes  mutually  given  and 
received  both  by  the  Man  and  W'oman. 

When  the  contract  was  thus  made,  it  was  usual  for  the 
man  to  bestow  certain  gifts  on  the  woman,  as  tokens  and 
pledges  of  the  espousal  ;  and  sometimes,  Ijut  not  so  com- 
monly, the  woman  made  presents  to  the  man  upon  the  same 
account.  These  are  sometimes  called  Sponsalia,  espousals, 
and  sometimes /S/90Msa///i^  Donationcs,  espousal  gifts,  and 
Arrce  and  Pignora,  earnests  and  pledges  of  future  marri- 
aofe :  because  the  ofivinof  and  receiving-  them  was  a  confir- 
mation  of  the  contract,  and  an  obligation  on  the  parties  to 
take  each  other  for  man  anrl  wife,  unless  some  legal  reason 
gave  them  liberty  to  do  otherwise.  These  were  commonly 
given  by  the  men,  as  I  said,  and  sometimes  by  the  women, 
th()U<rh  but  rarely,  as  is  noted  in  one  of  the  laws  of  Constan- 
tine,  which  orders,"'  that  if  the  woman  give  any  thing  to  the 
man  upon  the  titno  of  espousal,  which  is  a  thing  that  seldom 
happens,  in  case  either  tlie  man  or  the  woman  chanced  to  die 
before  the  marriage  was  completed,  the  wImjIc  ilominion  and 
property  of  whatever  she  gave  sliould  return  to  h.'r,if  she  sur- 


'  f'od.Th.  lib.  iii.  ttt.  .5.  l)e  SponsRlibus.  leg. .').  Si  sponsa  sponsalioruin 
titvilo  (quod  rard  accidit)  fuciit  aliquid  sponso  largitii,  et  ante  nuptias  hunc 
veil  illaiii  mori  conligeril,  oinni  donatione  inlirniala,  ad  donatricem  sponsnmy 
sive  ejus  successorcs  donatarutn  rerum  dominium  transferatur. 
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vived,  or  else  to  her  heirs  and  successors."  And  the  case  was 
much  the  same  with  the  donations  made  by  the  man  to  the 
Avoman,  upon  the  death  of  either  party  before  marriag-e : 
only  with  this  difference,  that  if  the  man  confirmed  his  dona- 
tion by  the  intervention  of  the  solemn  kiss,  of  which  cere- 
mony more  by  and  by,  then  in  case  of  death  the  donation 
was  to  be  divided  between  the  survivor  and  the  heirs  of  the 
deceased  party  :  but  >f  the  ceremony  of  the  kiss  was  not 
superadded,  the  whole  donation  was  to  be  restored,  in  case 
either  party  died,  either  to  the  donor  himself  surviving-,  or  to 
his  heirs  and  successors.  Though  by  a  former  law  of  Con- 
stantine,'  the  donations  both  of  the  man  and  woman  were 
exactly  upon  the  same  foot,  and  both  to  be  restored  in  case 
of  death  without  any  distinction. 

Sect.  i. — These    Donations   to  be  entered  into  Public   Acts,  and  set  upon 

Record. 

To  make  these  donations  more  firm  and  sure,  it  was  re- 
quired that  they  should  be  entred  into  public  acts,  and  set 
upon  record,  as  well  to  ascertain  them  against  the  accidents 
of  death,  as  ag-ainst  the  falseness  and  perfidiousness  of 
either  party.  This  is  expressly  provided  in  one  of  the  laws 
of  Constantine,^  that  no  donation  between  man  and  woman 
in  the  business  of  espousals  should  be  of  any  force,  unless 
it  was  testified  by  a  public  act.  But  this  afterward  received 
some  limitations.  For  Constantine  himself,  by  another  law/ 
made  an  exception  in  the  case  of  minors  :  that  if  any  espou- 
sal-gifts were  g-iven  to  women  that  contracted  and  married 
under  ag-e,  they  should  not  be  revoked  upon  pretence  that 
they  were  not  entered  into  public  acts.  And  this  was  con- 
firmed by  another  law  of  Theodosius  junior  referring"  to  it;* 


•  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit.  5.  leJ,^  >.  «  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit.  v. 

De  Spoiisalibus.  X^g.  1.  Inter  sponsos  quoque  acsponsas,  omnesque  personas, 
earn  solam  donationem,  ex  proinulgata;  legis  tempore,  valere  saocimus,  quam 
testificatio  actorum  sccutaest.  •''Ibid.  leg.  3.  Si  futuris  con- 

jugibus,  tempore  nuptiarum  intra  a;tatem  constitutis,  res  fuerint  donatje  et 
traditaj;  iion  ideo  posse  eas  revocari,  quia  actis  consignare  donatioiiciu 
(piondam  niaritns  noluit.  ♦  Ibid.  leg.  S.  lllfi  manente  lege, 

quiE  minoribus  jetate  fa-minis,  cliain  actoiuni  testificatione  oniissa,  si  patris 


250  THK    ANTIQUITIES    OF   TH  V.  [BOOK    XXII. 

who  also  added  another  exception,  that  if  the  donation  did 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  two  luindred  shillings,  there  should 
be  no  necessity  to  have  it  recorded  to  make  it  tirm.  Justi- 
nian extended  this  exception  further  to  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  shilling's,'  and  at  last  to  five  hundred,^  to  be  ascer- 
tained to  the  woman,  if  given  to  her  upon  espousal,  without 
any  further  insinuation,  as  the  law  terms  it,  or  entering" into 
public  acts  and  monuments,  to  make  it  secure  in  law  from 
all  reclaiming-. 

Sect.  5. — The  Contract  furtlur  testified  by  Giving  and  Receiving  of  a  Uiiig. 

Together  with  these  espousal-gifts,  or  as  a  part  of  them, 
it  was  usual  for  the  man  to  g"ivc  the  woman  a  ring",  as  a 
further  token  and  testimony  of  the  contract.  This  was  an 
innocent  ceremony  used  by  the  Romans  before  the  times  of 
Christianity,^  and  in  some  measure  admitted  by  the  Jews  : 
whence  it  was  adopted  among"  the  christian  rites  of  espousal 
without  any  opposition  or  contradiction  :  I  say,  the  rites  of 
espousal :  for  that  it  was  used  in  the  solemnity  of  marriage 
itself  originally,  does  not  so  evidently  appear  :  though  some, 
who  confound  the  rites  ofespousal  with  those  of  marriage,bring 
the  evidences  of  the  former,  as  proofs  of  the  latter  custom. 
That  the  ring  was  used  in  espousals,  and  not  in  the  solemnity 
of  marriage  itself,  in  the  time  of  Pope  Nicholas,  anno  800. 
seems  pretty  evident  from  the  distinct  account,  which  he 
gives  of  the  ceremonies  used  in  the  Roman  Church,  first  in 
espousals,  and  then  in  the  solemnitv  of  marriage,  which  he 
plainly  speaks  of  as  distinct  things,''     With  us,  "  says,  he,"* 


BuxUio  destitntffi  sint,  juste  consulit.  &c. — Item,  in  illfi  donatione,  qilae  in 
omnibus  intra  duccnlonim  yolidorum  est  quantitatem,  hoc  nctoriim  coiifectio 
qnairenda  est.  '  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  viii.lit.  AG.  l)c 

Donalionibus.    leg,  34.  Sancinms  oinnein  donulionoin  ante  mijitias  faofam, 
usque  ad  Irrcontos  solidos  rumulatnni,  nnn  indic'ere  nioiuimontis,  &c. 
*  Ibid.  log.  30.  »  Vid.  Seldon.  Uxor.  Hcbr.  lib.  ii.  cap.   \i. 

et  25.  p.  253.  *  Nicol.  Respons.  ad  Consulla  Hulgaroruin. 

Con.  torn.  8.  p.  517.  el.  np.  Gralian  caus.  xxx.  qutrst.  v.  cap.  3.  Aj)ud  nos- 
tratcs  post  sponsalia,  (|uir  I'ulurarnin  iiiiptiarnni  stmt  proinisf;io,  frcderaquir- 
quc  consensu  ronini  (|ui  Iikc  conlrahunt.  ol  coruni  in  «|uornni  polcslatc  sunt, 
cclcbrantur.     l*oht(|uani  arris  sponsain  sibi  sjionsus,  per  digilum  fidci  nnnulo 
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after  the  espousals,  which  are  a  promise  of  future  marriage 
the  marriage-covenants  are  celebrated,  with  the  consent  of 
those,  who  have  contracted,  and  of  those,  in  whose  power 
they  are.  "  Then  he  describes  distinctly  the  ceremonies  pe- 
culiar to  each."  In  the  espousals  the  man  first  presents  the 
woman,  whom  he  betrothes,  with  the  arrae  or  espousal-gifts; 
and  among  these  he  puts  a  ring  upon  her  finger;  then  he 
delivers  the  dowry  agreed  upon  by  both  parties,  in  writing 
before  witnesses  invited  on  both  sides  to  attest  the  agree- 
ment. Thus  far  the  espousals.  After  this,  either  presently, 
cr  in  some  convenient  time  following',  that  nothing  might 
be  done  before  the  time  appointed  by  law,  they  are  both 
brought  to  the  nuptial  solemnity.  Where  first  of  all  they 
are  placed  in  the  church,  to  ofier  their  oblations  by  the 
hands  of  the  priest:  snd  then  they  receive  the  benediction 
and  the  celestial  veil:  and  after  this  going  out  of  the  church 
they  wear  crowns  or  garlands  upon  their  heads,  which  are 
kept  in  the  church  for  that  purpose.  Here  we  have  the 
ceremonies  of  espousals,  and  the  ceremonies  of  marriage 
distinctly  described :  and  among' the  ceremonies  of  espousals, 
we  find  the  ring,  but  not  mentioned  again  in  the  ceremonies 
of  marriage  ;  which  makes  it  probable,  that  it  was  then  only 
a  ceremony  of  the  former,  and  not  of  the  latter.  And  thus  it 
was  used  among  the  ancient  Christians,  in  their  espousals, 
as  an  Arra  or  earnest  of  their  future  marriage,  but  not  in 
the  solemnity  of  marriage  itself,  as  far  as  we  can  learn  from 
any  accounts  that  are  given  of  it.  St.  Ambrose  speaks  of 
it,  but  only  amongst  the  rites  of  espousal,  and  not  of  marri- 
age. For  describing  the  behaviour  of  St..  Agnes,  the  virgin, 
when   the   governor   of    Rome     courting   her   offered   her 


insignitum  desponderit;  dotemque  utrique  placitam  sponsus,  ejus  script© 
pactum  hoc  continente,  coram  invitatis  ab  utrSque  parte  tradiderit ;  aut  mox, 
aut  apto  tempore  (ne  videlicet  ante  tempus  lege  definitum  tale  quid  facere 
prsesuraant)  ainbo  ad  nuptialia  foedera  perducuntur.  Et  primum  in  eccle- 
siam  Domini  cum  oblationibus,  quas  offerre  debent  Deo  per  sacerdotis  ma- 
num,  statuuntur:  sicque  demum  benedictionem  et  velamen  celeste  suscipiunt. 
Posthscc  autem  dc  ecclesia  cgressi  coronas  in  capitibus  gestant,  qua;  semper 
in  ecclesia  ipsa  sunt  solitK  r«scrvari. 
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the  espousal  g-ifts,  ho  bring-s  her  in  thus  replying-,*  "  depart 
from  me,  thou  solicitor  to  sin  ;  tor  I  am  already  prevented 
by  another  lover,  who  has  bestowed  upon  me  much  better 
ornaments,  and  betrothed  me  with  the  ring-  of  his  faith,  be- 
ing-far  more  noble  both  in  birth  and  dignity  :"'  meaning- Christ, 
to  whom  she  was  espoused  spiritually  by  the  profession  of 
virg-inity.  And  befoce  liimTertuUian  speaks  of  the  Annul  us 
I^ro  uibus^'  or  rinj  of  espousals  before  marriage  ;  inveig-hing- 
ag-ainst  the  heathens  for  having  degenerated  from  the  insti- 
tutions of  their  ancestors,  which  taught  women  modesty  and 
sobriety,  when  they  knew  no  other  use  of  g-old  but  upon  one 
ot  their  lingers,  which  their  spouse  adorned  with  the  ring  of 
espousals.  He  does  not  expressly  say,  that  the  ring  was 
used  by  Christians,  but  he  speaks  of  it  as  a  laudable  cere- 
mony, that  might  be  used  by  any,  and  w^as  actually  used  by 
the  heathens  in  their  espousals.  And  in  another  place  he 
says,'  it  was  innocently  used  in  their  espousals  :  and  there- 
fore a  Christian  might  lawfully  be  present  either  at  the 
espousals,  or  the  marriages  of  the  heathens,  as  at  any  other 
private  and  common  solemnity,  of  giving  a  youth  the  Toga 
I  irilis,  the  habit  of  a  man,  or  giving  a  slave  a  new  name  at 
his  manumission :  for  all  these  thing's  were  pure  and  clean 
of  their  own  nature;  and  neither  the  ring-  in  espousals, 
nor  the  joining  of  a  man  and  woman  in  marriage  descended 
originally  from  any  honour  of  an  idol.  Clemens  Alexandri- 
nus  iH  cited  by  Mr.  Selden  himself*  as  an  evidence  of  the 
anticjuity  of  the   use  of  the  ring  in  espousals  among  Chris- 

'   Ambros.  Ep.  xxxiv.    Discrde  k  me  foinos    pcccati quia  jiun  ab  alio 

amatnre  piaiveiita  sum,  qui  niilii  satis  ineliora  oblulit  ornanuMita,  ft  amiulo 
fidei  sua:  subarravit  me  longe  teiiobilior  et  gcnert'  t-t  dipfnilate. 
'' Terlul.  Apol.  cap.  6.  Circa  fcrmiiias  (juidem  eliam  ilia  majorum  iiistituta 
cccidcruiit,  qua;  modestiic,  quiu  sobrictati  pati(icinal)aiitur ;  cum  aurum 
nulla  norat  prajtcr  unico  dig^ito,  <|u»iii  sponsus  (>j)pif;ncrass(t  aiiiuilo  pio- 
'lubo.  ^  Id.dc  Idoldlatr.  caj).  10.     Circa  oflicia  j)rivataium 

ct  communium  solemnitatum,  ut  togiu  pura;,  ut  sponsaruim,  ul  nu]>tiaruin,  ut 
noniiiialium,  nullum  putem  periculum  oliscrvari  de  flalu  idolohitria;  qua;  in- 
tiTvinit.  Caus;u  cniin  sunt  considtnanda',  (luibus  pra>slattir  oflicium.  Ens 
niundas  esse  opinnr  per  scmclipsns  :  <|uia  noquc  Vestitus  Virilis,  ncqup 
aunulus,  aut  conjunctio  nuirilalisdr  alirujus  idoli  lionoro  dcscendil. 
*  Selden.  Uxor.  Hebr.  lib.  ii.  cap.25.  j). -i.")?.  Clem.  Pa;dagog.  lib.  iii.  cap. 
II.   p.  287. 
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tians.  He  says  the  ring-  is  given  her,  not  as  an  ornament, 
but  as  a  seal,  to  sig-nify  the  woman's  duty  in  preserving  the 
goods  of  her  husband,  because  the  care  of  the  house  belongs 
to  her. 


Sect.  6. — And  by  a  solemn  Kiss  and  Joining  of  Hands. 

Another  ceremony  used  in  espousals  sometimes,  was  the 
solemn  kiss,  which  the  man  gave  to  the  woman  in  confirma- 
tion of  the  contract.  This  was  a  known  rite  used  among 
Christians  in  their  sacred  and  religious  offices,  to  testify 
their  cordial  love  and  union  and  friendship  one  with  ano- 
ther, of  which  I  have  spoken  in  another  place. ^  Therefore 
Constantine  in  one  of  his  laws  made  it  a  ceremony  of  es- 
pousals,^ being  as  proper  for  this  act  as  any  other.  And  he 
laid  some  stress  upon  it.  For  if  a  man  betrothed  a  woman 
by  the  intervention  of  the  kiss,  then  if  either  party  died  be- 
fore marriage,  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  party  were  intituled 
to  half  the  donations,  and  the  survivor  to  the  other  half:  but 
if  the  contract  was  made  without  the  intervention  of  the 
solemn  ki«s,  then  upon  the  death  of  either  party  before  mar- 
riage, the  whole  of  the  espousal  gifts  was  to  be  restored  to 
the  donor  or  his  heirs  at  law.  And  this  was  made  a  standing 
law  by  Justinian,  who  inserted  it  into  his  Code.^  This  cere- 
mony was  an  ancient  rite  used  by  the  heathens,  together 
with  joining  of  hands,  in  their  espousals:  as  we  learn  from 
Tertullian,  who  says,*  virgins  came  veiled  to  the  men,  when 
they  made  their  espousals  by  a  kiss  and  joining  of  their 
right  hands  together ;  which   was  the  first  resignation  of 


'  Book  XV.  chap.  iii.  sect.  3.  «  fjod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit,  5. 

De  Sponsalibus.  leg.  v.  Si  ab  sponso  rebus  sponsae  donatis,  interveniente 
osculo,  ante  nuptias  hunc  vel  illam  mori  contigerit,  dimidiam  partem  rerum 
donatarum  ad  superstitem  pertinere  prfficipiraus,  dimidiam  ad  defuncti  vel 

defunctse  hareclos.  Osculo  vero   non  interveniente,    sive    sponsus  sive 

sponsaobieri  totam  infirmari  donationem,  et  donatori  sponso  sive  haeredibus 
fjus  restitui.  '  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  v.  tit.  3.     De  Donation,  ante  Nuptias. 

leg.  xvi.  ♦  Tertul.  de  Veland.  Virgin,  cap.  xi.     Apud  ethnicos 

velatae  ad  virum  ducuntur  :  ad  desponsationem  velantur,  quia  et  corpore  et 
spirilu  masculo  mixtse  sunt,  per  osculuia  et  dexteras,  per  quaj  primura  resig- 
narunt  pudorem,  &c. 


f 


2J4  THE    ANTIQUITIES    OF   THE  BOOK    XXII. 

their  virgin  bashfulness,  when  they  joined  both  in  body  and 
spirit  with  a  man.  Now  these  ceremonies,  bemg-  innocent 
in  themselves,  seem  to  have  been  adopted  by  Christians 
w  ith  other  such  customs  into  their  espousals,who  never  scru- 
pled any  innocent  rites  because  they  had  been  used  by  hea- 
thens, except  such  as  naturally  tended  to  defile  them  with 
some  unavoidable  stain  of  idolatry  and  superstition. 


Sect;  7. — And  by  settling  of  a  Dowry  in  Writing. 

Another  part  of  the  espousals  was  the  husband's  settling 
a  dowry  upon  the  woman,  to  which  she  should  be  intituled 
after  his  death.  There  are  several  laws  in  both  the  Codes 
relating-  to  this  matter,*  and  containing  abundance  of  law 
cases,  which  are  not  proper  to  be  inserted  in  this  discourse. 
I  only  observe  two  things:  first,  that  the  stipulation  or  pro- 
mise of  a  dowry  was  so  usual,  that  one  of  the  Councils  of 
Aries,  mentioned  by  Gratian,^  has  a  Canon  that  orders,  that 
no  marriage  should  be  made  without  a  dowry,  but  that  there 
should  be  something  more  or  less  promised  according  to 
men's  ability.  Secondly,  this  stipulation  was  commonly 
made  in  writing  or  public  instruments  under  hand  and  seal: 
whence  the  civil  law  so  often  speaks  of  the  histruynentaDo- 
talia,  the  instruments  of  dowry,  that  were  ordinarily  re- 
quired in  marriage  contracts.  And  in  allusion  to  these,  As- 
terius  Amasenus,^  dissuading  men  from  divorce,  asks  them, 
how  they  would  rescind  and  cancel  their  covenants  of  mar- 
riage^ What  covenants  do  you  think  I  mean?  Those 
wherein  the  dowry  is  written,  signed  with  your  own  hand, 
and  sealed  with  your  own  seal?  These  are  strong  and  firm 
enough  indeed:  but  I  carry  my  meaning  a  little  higher,  to 
the  words  of  Adam :  "  This  is  flesh  of  my  flesh,  and  bone  of 
ray  bone:   she  shall  be  called  woman."  This  is  a  plain  allu- 


'  Cod.  Til.  lib.  ill.  tit.  13.     Dc    Dotibus.  lib.  ii.  tit.  21.     De  Inofficiocis 
Dotibiis.     Cod.  Justin,  lil),  v.  tit.  11,  12,  13,  It,   15.  "  Con. 

Arelat.  can.  vi.  a|>      ratian.   caus.  xxx.   ij.  v.  cap.  0.     Nullum  sine  dote  fiat 
conjugiutn  :  juxta  possibiliiatcin  fiat  dos.  '  Aster.  Horn,  in 

Mttt.  xix.  3.  Hp  Combefis.  Auctariuin  Novum,  p.  8V. 
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sion  to  the  then  known  custom  of  making-  instruments  of 
dowry  before  marriage,  and  confirming-  them  with  their 
hand  and  seal,  to  give  them  legal  strength  and   obligation. 


Sect.  8. — And  by  transacting  the  whole  Affair  before  a  competent  Number 
of  Witnesses. 

To  make  the  whole  business  of  espousals  not  only  the 
more  solemn,  but  also  the  more  firm  and  sure,  it  was  usual 
to  transact  the  whole  afl'air  publicly  before  a  competent 
number  of  chosen  witnesses,  that  is,  the  presence  of  the 
friends  of  each  party,  to  avoid  chiefly  clandestine  contracts. 
I  know  not  whether  the  law  specified  any  certain  number, 
otherwise  then  calling-  it  Frequentia  et  Fides  Amicorum,^ 
the  presence  and  testimony  of  friends  :  but  custom  seems  to 
have  determined  it  to  the  number  of  ten :  as  appears  from  a 
noted  passage  in  St.  Ambrose,^  where  speaking  to  a  virgin, 
that  had  fallen  from  her  virgin  state,  he  thus  argues  with 
her:  if  any  woman,  who  before  ten  witnesses  has  made  es- 
pousals, and  is  joined  in  marriage  with  a  mortal  man,  cannot 
without  great  danger  commit  adultery:  how  do  you  think 
will  it  be,  when  a  spiritual  marriage,  that  is  made  before  in- 
numerable witnesses  of  the  Church,  and  before  the  Angels, 
the  heavenly  host,  is  broken  by  adultery  ?  This  gives  us 
evidently  to  understand,  that  then  the  common  practice  was 
to  celebrate  both  espousals  and  marriage  at  least  before  ten 
witnesses  to  attest  them. 

Sect.  9. — How  far  the  Obligation  of  Espousals  extended. 

Now  when  the  contract  of  future  marriage  was  thus  set- 
tled by  espousals,  it  was  not  lawful  for  either  party  to  join 
in  marriage  with  any  other,  under  very   severe  penalties. 


'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit.  7.     De  Nuptiis.  leg.  i.  etiii.  *Ambros. 

ad  Virginem  Lapsam.  cap.  vi.  Si  inter  decern  testes  confectis  sponsaliis, 
nuptiis  consummatis,  quaevis  viro  faeminaconjuncta  mortal!,  non  sinemagno 
periculo  perpetrat  aduUerium:  quid  putas  fore,  si  inter  innuraerabiles  testes 
ccclesiffi,  coram  Angelis,  cxereitibus  cceli,  facta  copula  spirilalis  per  adulte- 
lium  solvitur  ? 
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(which  both  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  law  inflicted,  unless 
the  time  of  marriage  was  fraudulently  protracted  beyond 
two  years,  which  was  the  time  limited  for  the  duration  of 
espousals.  Aug-ustus  Coesar  by  those  famous  laws,  called 
the  Julian  and  Papian  Laws,  had  so  restrained  the  time  of 
espousals,  as  that  if  a  man  did  not  consummate  the  mar- 
riage within  two  3'ears,  he  could  reap  no  benefit  from  his 
espousals.  But  whereas  soldiers,  who  were  absent  upon 
public  affairs,  might  seem  to  require  a  long-er  time,  Con- 
stantine  by  one  of  his  laws  limited  them  to  two  years  also. 
So  that  if  a  woman,  who  was  espoused  to  a  soldier,  had 
waited  two  years,  and  the  marriage  was  not  completed,' 
she  was  then  at  liberty  to  marry  to  any  other,  because  then 
it  was  not  her  fault,  but  the  man's,  who  protracted  the  mar- 
riage beyond  the  time  which  the  law  appointed.  But  if  a 
father,  or  a  mother,  or  a  tutor,  or  a  guardian,  or  any  other  re- 
lation, who  had  betrothed  a  virgin  to  a  soldier,  should  after- 
ward, before  the  two  years  were  expired,  give  her  in  marriage 
to  any  other,  he  should  be  liable  to  be  banished,  as  guilty  of 
a  perfidious  breach  of  contract.  By  another  law  he  also  ap- 
pointed,^ that  if  a  man,  who  had  espoused  a  woman,  should 
afterward  refuse  to  marry  her,  upon  any  frivolous  pretence 
that  he  did  not  like  her  morals,  or  her  pedigree,  or  started 
any  other  such  trifling  objection,  the  woman  might  retain 
whatever  gifts  he  had  made  her  upon  espousal,  and  recover 
of  him  whatever  more  he  had  promised  her  upon  the  same 
score,  though  it  was  yet  actually  remaining*  in  his  own  pos- 
session.    And  on  the  other   hand,  if  the  woman,  who  was 


"  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit.  .5.  Dp  Sponsalibus.  leg.  iv.  Patri  aiit  matri  puel- 
la;,aut  tutori,  vel  curatoii,  autcuilibet  fjusalTini  noii  lict-at,  cum  prius  niillti 
puellain  dcspondcrit.  (>andam  alii  in  inalriinoniuiu  tradi-re.  Quod  si  intra 
bicnnium,  ut  porfidia!  reus  in  insulain  rilfijetur.  Quod  si  paclis  nuptiis 
tianscurso  bicnnio,  qui  puollaui  dcspondcrit,  alteri  caudeni  sociaverit,  in 
culpam  sponsi  poiius  quaui  puclla^ri'feratur,  nee  quicquamnoce^it  ei,  qui  post 
bieiiniuni  j)uellaui  uiarito  alteri  tradiderit.  Vid.  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  v.  tit.  5. 
I)e  Sponsalibus.  le^'.  ii.  »  Cod.  Tli.  lib.  iii.  tit.  5.     De  Spon- 

salibus. lef?.  ii.  Siquideu)  sponte  vir  sortiri  uoluerit  iixorein,  id  quod  ab  eo 
donatum  fuerat,  nee  repetalur  tradilum,  et  siquid  apud  donatorcm  rcscdit,  ad 
sponsam  subinotisambagibus  transferatur,  &c. 
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espoused  at  full  age,  that  is,  when  she  was  twelve  years 
old,  refused  to  make  good  her  contract ;  or  her  parents  or 
guardians  would  not  permit  her  to  do  it;  or  if  a  widow, 
who  was  of  age  to  make  her  own  espousal  contract,  after- 
ward fled  from  it:  then  they  were  not  only  to  forfeit  all  their 
espousal  gifts,  but  also  to  be  amerced  quadruple  for  their 
falseness  and  breach  of  contract.  As  appears  from  several 
laws  of  Theodosiusand  Honorius,'  which  intimate  also,  that 
this  was  the  old  Julian  and  Papian  law  of  the  Roman  empire 
from  the  time  of  Augustus.  And  thouofh  Leo  and  Anthe- 
mius  a  little  moderated  this  penalty,  yet  they  did  not  quite 
take  it  away,  but  only  reduced  it  from  quadruple  to  double, 
and  so  Justinian  left  it^  as  the  standing  law  of  the  empire  in 
his  Code.  The  ecclesiastical  law  was  no  less  severe  against 
all  such  perfidiousness  in  espousal  contracts.  For  the  Coun- 
cil of  Eliberis  orders,^  that  if  any  parents  broke  the  faith  of 
espousals,  they  should  for  their  crime  be  kept  back  three 
years  from  the  communion.  And  if  either  the  man  or  the  wo- 
man, who  were  espoused,  were  guilty  of  the  same  crime, 
they  should  undergo  the  same  punishment.  It  was  further 
appointed  by  the  Council  of  Ancyra,*  that  if  any  one  stole  a 
woman,  that  was  espoused  to  an6ther,  she  should  be  taken 
from  him,  and  restored  to  the  former,  who  had  before  es- 
poused her,  although  the  raptor  had  committed  a  rape  and 
done  violence  to  her.  And  the  Council  of  Trullo  deter- 
mines* it  to  be  downright  adultery  for  a  man  to  marry  a  wo- 
man, that  was  betrothed  to  another,  during  the  life  of  him, 
who  had  espoused  her.     Siricius  says,^  it  was  a  sacrilegious 


•  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit.  S.    De  Sponsal.  leg.  vi.  et  vii.     It.  tit.  vi.  leg.  i.  et 

tit.  X.  leg.  i.  '  Cod.  Just.  lib.  v.  tit.  i.     De  Sponsalibus.  leg.  v. 

*  Con.  Eliber.  can.liv.     Si  qui  parentes  fidera  fregerint  spon- 

saliorum,  triennii  tempore  abstineant  se  a  coinmunione.  Si  sponsus  vel  sponsa 

inillo  gravi  crimine  fuerint  deprehensi Superior  sententiaservetur. 

*  Con.  Ancyr.  can.  xi.  *     on.  Trull,  can.  xcviii. 

*  Siric- Ep.  i.  ad  Himerium  cap.iv.  De  onjugaliautem  violationereguisisti, 
si  desponsatam  alii  puellam  alter  in  matrimonium  possit  accipere.  Hoc  ne 
fiat  omnibus  modis  inhibemus:  quia  ilia  benedictio,  quamnup.urse  sacerdog 
imponit,  apud  fideles  cujusdana  sacrilegii  Instar  est,  si  uWi  transgressioce 
yioletur. 

VOL.  yii.  .« 


258  THE  ANTllililTiES    OK   TIIK  [BOOK    XXII. 

act  for  a  man  to  marry  a  ^voma^  tliat  was  before  espoused 
to  another;  because  it  was  violatinfi"  tlie  benediction,  wliich 
the  priest  had  given  to  the  woman  espoused  in  order  to  her 
future  marriag-e.  By  which  we  are  given  further  to  under- 
stand, that  a  ministerial  benediction  was  sometimes  used  in 
espousals,  as  well  as  marriage,  though  they  were  then  se- 
parate acts  from  one  another.  But  the  obligation  of  espou- 
sals is  not  to  be  extended  further  than  the  law  required, 
which  in  several  cases  admitted  of  just  limitations  and  ex- 
ceptions ;  as  in  case  a  parent  disposed  of  a  child  in  espou- 
sals before  she  was  ten  years  old;  or  at  any  other  age 
against  her  own  free  choice  and  consent ;  or  in  case  a  judge 
of  a  province  made  espousals  with  a  provincial  woman  dur- 
ing the  year  of  his  administration  ;  or  any  other  man  pro- 
tracted the  time  of  marriage  beyond  the  two  years,  which 
was  limited  by  law  for  the  duration  of  espousals.  In  all 
these  cases,  espousals  became  void,  and  it  was  no  crime  not 
to  fulfil  them,  because  the  laws  themselves  only  made  them 
obligatory  with  such  provisions  and  restrictions. 

Sect.  10. — Whether  they  were  sim^jly  and  absolutely  necessary  to   precede 
a  just  and  legal  Marriage  ? 

There  remains  one  question  more  to  be  resolved  concern- 
ing espousals,  that  is,  whether  in  whole  or  in  part  the  cere- 
mony of  espousals  was  simply  and  absolutely  necessary  to 
go  before  a  marriage,  to  make  it  just  and  legal?  These  are 
two  very  different  (piestions,  whether  it  be  necessary  to  ob- 
serve an  espousal-contract  ^  And,  whether  it  be  necessary 
to  make  such  a  contract  at  all  before  marriage,  in  order  to 
make  the  marriage  legal?  And  as  in  the  first  question  the 
law  made  the  obligation  precisely  necessary,  except  in  cases 
otherwise  by  law  determined :  so  in  the  second  question  it 
laid  no  general  obligation  upon  men  at  all  to  make  formal 
espousals  before  marriage,  but  only  upon  some  certain  or- 
ders of  men,  for  the  dij^nitvand  conveniencv  of  their  order. 
This  appears  [)laiidy  from  a  law  of  Theodosius  junior, 
wherein  he  allows  the  legality  of  marriage  without  any  of 
the  ceremonies  of  espousal  preceding-.     Tf  the  instruments 
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of  donation,  or  the  instruments  of  dowry  be  wanting,*  or  the 
nuptial  pomp,   or  other  celebrities  of  marriage,  let  no  one 
reckon  upon  that  account,  that  the  marriage  is  not  good, 
which  is  otherwise  rightly  made  5    or  that  the  children  born 
in  such  a  marriage  are  not  to  be  esteemed  legitimate  ;  if  the 
marriage  be  celebrated  between  persons  of  equal  rank,  with- 
out any  legal  impediment,  with  the  consent  of  both  parties, 
and  the  testimony  and  approbation   of  friends.  *    Here,  as 
Gothofred  observes,  four  things  are  precisely  required  to  a 
legal  marriage.     First,  equality  of  condition  :    a  person  of 
liberal  fortune  was  not  to  marry  a  slave,  or  one  of  vile  and 
infamous  character.     2.  No  legal  impediment  must  prohibit 
their  uniting  ;  a  Christian  must  not  marry  an  infidel  or  Jew, 
nor  one  of  his  near  kindred,  nor  a  provincial  judge  a  woman 
of  his  own  province  in  the  time  of  his  administration  :    bcr 
cause  these  were  things  prohibited  by  the  law.      3.  There 
must  be  free  consent  of  both  parties,  without  which  no  raarr 
riage  was  valid  or  firm.     4.  There  must  be  consent  of  pa- 
rents and  a  sufficient  number  of  friends  to  attest  the  fact  and 
prevent  clandestine  marriage.  These  things  being  observed, 
there  was  no  necessity  of  a  preceding  espousal,  or  any  of 
the  ceremonies  and  formalities  of  it,  to  make  the  marriage 
good  in  law ;    all  necessaries  being  thus  provided  in  the  act 
of  marriage  itself,  as  it  is  now  vvith  us  at  this  day,  among 
whom  the  formality  of  espousals  is  in  a  great  measure  laid 
aside.     And  thus  the  matter  continued  from  the  time  of 
Theodosius  to  Justinian,  who  thought  it  reasonable  to  make 
a  little  exception  to  the  former  law.     For  in  one  of  his  No- 
vels, made  after  his  Code,^  which  has  the  former  law  of 
Theodosius  in  the  same  terms  he  afterward  made  a  distinc- 
tion betwixt  the  nobles  and  those  of  the  inferior  order.    The 


'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.tit.  7.  De  Nuptiis.  leg.  iii.  Si  donationura  ante  nup- 
tia.s  vel  dotis  instrumentadefueriiit,  pompa  etiain  aliaque  nuptiarum  celebri- 
tas  omiltatur,  nullus  sestimet  ob  id  deesse  recte  alias  inito  matrimonio  firmi- 
tatera;  vel  ex  eonalis  liberis  jura  posse  legitimorum  auferri ;  si  inter  pares 
honestate  personas,  nulla,  lege  iiupediente  fiat  consortium,  quod  ipsorum  con- 
sensu atque  amicorum  fide  tiiraatur.  *  Justin.  Novel.  Ixxiv. 
cap.  4.    In  majoribus  diguitatibus  et  qusecunque  usque  ad  nos,  et  senatorcs, 

s2 
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greater  dignilies,  and  senators,  and  men  in  high  stations 
were  not  to  marry  without  first  settling  the  dowry  and  ante- 
nuptial donation,  and  all  other  ceremonies,  wliieh  became 
great  names.  But  the  better  sort  of  military  men,  and  trades- 
men, and  men  ofhonourable  profession, mightif  they  pleased, 
marrv  without  instruments  of  donation  and  dowry:  yet  not 
altogether  without  stipulation  of  dowry  and  evidence  of  their 
marriage.  For  they  were  to  go  to  a  church,  and  there  before 
the  defensor  of  the  church  make  public  profession  of  their 
marriage:  and  he,  taking  three  or  four  of  the  most  reverend 
of  the  clergy  of  the  Church,  shall  draw  a  public  attestation, 
shewiniT,  that  in  such  an  indiction,  and  in  such  a  month,  on 
such  a  day  of  the  month,  in  such  a  year  of  our  reign,  when 
such  an  one  was  consul,  such  a  man  and  such  a  woman  came 
before  him  in  that  church,  and  were  joined  together  in  ma- 
trimony. And  if  both  of  them,  or  either  of  them,  are 
minded  to  carry  away  with  them  a  copy  of  such  attes- 
tation, the  defensor  of  the  church  and  the  other  three 
shall  make  one  for  them  and  subscribe  it.  And  how- 
ever that  be,  the  defensor  shall  lay  up  the  original  a'- 
testation  in  the  arcliives  of  the  church  ;  that  it  may  be 
a  muniment  to  all ;  and  they  shall  not  be  reputed  to  have 
come  together  with  nuptial  affection,  unless  this  be  done, 
and  the  matter  be  so  witnessed  with  letters  testimonial. 
When  this  is  so  done,  both  the  marriage  and  the  offspring- 
shall  be  reputed  legitimate.  This  is  the  order  to  be  observ- 
ed, where  there  is  no  instrument  of  dowry  or  of  antinuptial 
donation.  For  the  testimony  of  bare  witnesses  without  writing 
is  suspicious.  This  was  the  order  for  persons  of  a  middle 
rank  and  condition  to  avoid  clandestine  marriages.  Then  the 
law  goes  on  for  persons  of  tlie  lowest  rank  and  poorer  con- 


ct  magnificentissimos  illustres,  neque  fieri  hoec  omninO  patimur :  sed  sit  om- 
nino  et  dos  et  antoniiptinlisdonalio,  et  omnia  qusp  lionestiora  decent  nomiiia. 
Quantum  viro  in  niilitiis  honestioribus,  et  nrgoliis,  et  omnibus  professioni- 
bus  dignioribus  est,  si  volueiint  Icpfitime  iixori  copulari,  et  non  facere  nup- 
lialia  docurnenta;  non  sic  (luoinodocuntiiie,  et  sine  cautione  eft'use,  et  sine 
probationi-  lioc  agant:  sed  veniant  ad  quandani  orationis  donium,  et  fateanlur 
sanctissima;  illius  ecclcsiffi  d«'feiisori.  Ille  aulein  adliibens  tres  aul  ijuatuor 
txinde  rrveren.lissiinorum  clericorum  altcstationem,  conficiat,  &c. 
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dition,  that  is,  husbandmen  and  common  soldiers,  who 
were  occupied  in  tilling  the  land  and  war,and  were  supposed 
to  be  ignorant  of  civil  causes  or  the  law;  their  marriage  is 
declared  legitimate,  though  they  came  together  only  before 
witnesses  without  any  instrument  in  writing  at  all.  Yea,if  such 
an  one  took  a  woman  for  his  wife  upon  oath,'  touching  the 
holy  gospels,  whether  in  the  church  or  out  of  the  church, 
the  marriage  was  legitimate,  if  the  woman  could  make  le- 
gal proof  that  she  was  so  married  to  him ;  and  she  might 
claim  a  fourth  part  of  his  substance,  though  she  had  no  in- 
strument of  dowry  to  shew  for  it.  I  have  transcribed  this 
long  passage  of  Justinian,  both  because  it  shews  in  gene- 
ral the  different  ways  of  marrying,  that  were  then  allowed 
by  the  civil  law,  and  also  in  particular  that  there  was  no 
absolute  necessity  of  the  preceding  formality  of  ante-nup- 
tial instruments  of  dowry  or  donation  to  make  a  marriage 
firm  and  valid  in  all  cases.  And  by  this  we  may  fairly  un- 
derstand and  interpret  that  difficult  Canon  of  the  first  Coun- 
cil of  Toledo,  which  orders,^  that  a  man,  who  has  not  a 
wife,  but  only  a  concubine  Instead  of  a  wife,  shall 
not  be  rejected  from  the  communion,  provided  he  be 
content  to  be  joined  to  one  woman  only,  whether  con- 
cubine or  wife,  as  he  pleases.  Before  the  matter  was  fully 
settled  by  these  laws  of  Theodosius  and  Justinian,  a  woman 
that  was  married  to  a  man  without  the  ante-nuptial  instru- 
ments of  dowry  and  donation,  and  other  formalities  of  the 
law,  was  not  called  a  wife,  but  only  a  concubine,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  law  :  but  in  the  ecclesiastical  sense  she  was 
reputed  a  true  wife,  because  she  bound  herself  by  marriage 
contract  to  be  just  and  true  to  one  man,  though  theyjoined 
together  without  the  preceding  formalities  of  ante-nuptial 
espousal,  which  the  law  then  required:  and  therefore  the 
Fathers  at  Toledo  made  no  distinction  between  a  wife  and  a 
concubine,  as  to  what  concerned  the  discipline  of  the  Church  ; 
provided  the  woman,  whom  the  law  called  a  concubine, 

'  Justin.  Novel.  IxxiT.  cap.  5.     Et  Novel,  cxvii.  cap.  4.  *  Con. 

Tolet.  i.  can.  17.  Is  qui  non  habet  uxorem,  el  pro  uxore  concuhinam  habeat, 
a  communione  non  re))ellalur,  tantum  utunius  ulieris,  aut  uxoris,  aut  coa- 
cubinae,  ut  ei  placuciit,  sit  conjunclione  con 
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was  in  reality  a  wife  by  marriage  contract;  though  she  wanted 
theformality  of  espousal,  uhich  was  then  required  in  the  civil 
law,  but  afterwards  relaxed  in  some  cases  by  the  Edicts  of 
Theodosius  and  Justinian,  as  I  have  here  shewn,  after  the 
time  of  the  Council  of  Toledo.  And  thus  much  for  the  laws 
and  rules  concerning  espousals  before  marriage:  I  now  come 
to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  marriage  itself. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  Manner  of  Celebrating  Marriage   in  the  Ancient 

Church. 

Sect.  1. — The  Solemnities  of  Marriage  between  Christians  usually  cele- 
brated by  the  Ministers  of  the  Church  front  the  Beginning. 

Here  the  first  questions  will  be, by  whom  the  ceremonies 
and  solemnities  of  marriage  were  anciently  performed  ?  And 
whether  the  benediction  of  a  minister  was  necessary,  as  in 
after  ages,  to  make  a  marriage  firm  and  good  according  to 
the  laws  of  Church  and  State  ?  To  answer  these  questions 
aright  we  must  premise  some  necessary  distinctions:  1. 
Between  marriages  made  among  Christians  one  with  ano- 
ther, and  marriages  made  between  Christians  and  infidels, 
Jews,  heathens,  and  heretics.  2.  Between  marriages  made 
according  to  the  tenor  and  direction  of  the  laws,  and  mar- 
riages made  against  them.  3.  Between  disapproving  of  the 
undue  manner  of  a  marriage,  and  declaring  it  absolutely  no 
marriage,  or  utterly  null  and  void.  Now  if  the  question  be 
first  concerning  Christians  marrying  one  with  another,  by 
whom  the  solemnity  of  marriage  was  performed  i  By  a  mi- 
nister of  the  Church,  or  by  any  other  ?  I  answer,  that  it  is 
most  probable,  that  in  fact  for  the  first  three  hundred  years 
the  solemnities  of  marriage  were  usually  performed  by  the 
ministers  of  the  Church.  But  secondly,  il'  Christians  hap- 
pened to  marry  with  Jews,  or  heathens,  or  heretics  (as  they 
sometimes  did)  then  as  the  Church  did  altogether  discou- 


CHAP.    IV.]  CHRISTIAN    CHURCH.  263 

rag-e  such  marriages,  so  it  is  probable  that  the  ministers  of 
the  Cliurch  never  had  any  hand  or  concern  in  solemnizing 
them.  But  thirdly,  whilst  the  Roman  laws  allowed  such 
marriages,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Church  to  reverse 
or  annul  them,  but  only  to  punish  the  delinquents  by  her 
censures.  Only  in  such  cases  as  the  laws  prohibited,  as  all 
incestuous  marriages ;  and  children  marrying  against  the 
consent  of  their  parents,  which  the  Roman  laws  not  only 
prohibited,  but  many  times  annulled  :  I  say,  in  such  cases 
the  Church  could  go  a  little  further,  being  warranted  by  the 
laws  of  the  state,  as  well  as  the  laws  of  God  to  declare  such 
marriages  void.  4.  Though  the  Church  disapproved  of  any 
undue  manner  of  marriage  that  the  state  forbad ;  as  marry- 
ing without  espousals  and  instruments  of  dow  ry,  whilst  the 
civil  law  was  against  it :  yet  she  did  not  proceed  so  far,  as  to 
declare  such  marriages  absolutely  no  marriages,  or  utterly 
null  and  void.  Concerning  the  three  last  points  there  are 
no  disputes  worth  mentioning  among  learned  men.  But 
concerning  the  first  point  a  great  dispute  is  raised  by  Mr. 
Selden  :  for  he  will  by  no  means  allow,^  that  it  was  the  ge- 
neral practice  among  Christians,  when  they  made  marriages 
one  with  another,  to  have  the  marriage  solemnized  by  a  mi- 
nister of  the  Church.  He  owns,  it  was  sometimes  so  done 
by  the  choice  of  the  contracting  parties,  or  their  parents 
inclining  to  it ;  but  he  asserts,  they  were  under  no  obliga- 
tion of  law  so  to  do,  nor  did  any  general  custom  prevail  to 
give  it  so  much  as  the  title  of  a  general  practice.  But  Mr. 
Selden  in  this  is  contradicted  by  eminent  men  of  his  own 
profession.  H e  himself  owns,^  that  Dionysius,  Gothofred,and 
Hotoman  are  against  him  in  point  of  law  :  and  Jacobus  Go- 
thofred,  the  famous  commentator  upon  the  Theodosian 
Code,  is  against  him  in  point  of  practice.  The  former  Go 
thofred^  and  Hotoman*  are  of  opinion,  that  the  words  Vota 
Nuptiarum  in  one  of  Justinian's  laws,  means  the  celebra- 


'  Seldt-n.  Uxor.Heebr.lib.  ii.  cap.  29,  p.  305.  '  Selden.  ibid. 

p.  306.  •  Dionys.  Gothofred.  Not.  in  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  v.  tit  4. 

De  Nuptiis.  leg-,  xxiv.  *  Hotoman.  Quicst.  IlUistr  Q.  s\v. 
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tion  of  marriage  by  the  clcrg-yr  the  other  Gothofred  thinks 
the  passag-e  hardly  express  enough  to  be  a  full  proof  of  the 
matter :  but  then  he  is  clear  against  Mr.  Selden  in  point  of 
practice.  For  he  says  the  Ancient  Church  in  general,  and 
the  African  Church  in  particular  were  ever  wont  to  celebrate 
marriages  by  the  solemn  benediction  of  the  clergy.  And  he 
gives  very  good  proofs  of  his  assertion.*  His  first  evidences 
are  from  Tertullian,  who  in  one  place  has  these  remarkable 
words  :^  "  how  can  1  sutliciently  set  forth  the  happiness  of 
that  marriage,  which  the  Church  makes  or  conciliates,  and 
the  oblation  confirms,  and  the  benediction  seals,  and  the 
angels  report,  and  the  father  ratifies."  In  which  words, 
Gothofred  says,^  the  Church  is  said  to  conciliate  the  mar- 
riage, because  in  those  times  men  commonly  asked  wives  of 
the  ecclesiastics,  and  consulted  them  about  their  marriage, 
and  the  profession  of  marriage  was  made  before  them,  and 
finally  the  ecclesiastics  gave  wives  by  their  benediction. 
He  adds,  that  Tertullian  in  this  place  alludes  to  the  five 
rites  of  the  Gentiles  used  in  their  marriages:  1.  The  pjox- 
enetce,  or  conciliators  of  marriage.  2.  The  offering  of  the 
kiss  and  espousal  donations.  3.  The  obsignation  of  the  in- 
struments. 4,  The  testimony  and  presence  of  witnesses 
and  friends.  5  and  lastly.  The  consent  of  parents  in  the 
marriage  of  their  children.  To  which  Tertullian  opposes 
as  many  things  intervening  in  a  Christian  marriage,  viz.   1. 


'  Gothofred.  in  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit.  7.  de  Nuptiis.  leg.  3. 
•  Tertul.  ad  Uxor.  lib.  ii.  cap.  1.     Unde  sufficiaiii  ad  eiiarrandaiii  tantam  fe- 
licitatem  inatrinionii,  quod  ccclcsia  conciliaf,  it  coiifirmat  oblatio,  ct  obsif;nat 
benediclio,  angeli  reiiuiiciant,  pater  rato  habet.  *  Gothofred.  ibid. 

Quo  quideni  loco  ecclesia  niatriinoniuin  conciliare  dicitur,  quia  ab  ecclesias- 
ticis  ferme  conjuges  poslulabantur,  superque  matrinionio  hi  coiisulebantur, 
apud  hos  matrimonii  professio  fifbat  ;  bemdiitioiie  denique  ecclesiastic! 
conjuges  dabant :  ct  in  smnmam  illo  loco  Tertullianus  alludit  ad  quinque 
ritus  gentilitios,  qui  in  nuptiis  interveniebant :  concilialores  scilicet  seu 
proxenetas  nuptiaruin  ;  oblationeni  osculi  et  arraruni  ;  obsignationeni  tabu- 
laruni ;  ainicoruin  testiunique  fideni  et  priesentiain  ;  |)arentis  deniciue  consen- 
sum,  si  de  liberoruin  nuptiis  ageretur :  quibus  T  ilu  liaiiiis  totidcni  qua;  iiv 
matrinionio  Christiano  interveniebant,  opponil :  eonciliationem  ecclesia;  seu 
ecclesiasticoruni ;  oblationeni  precuin  ;  obsigii-it  onem  (pue  fit  benediction* 
ecclesiasticorum  ;  renuntintionciu,  fideni,  itsliinonium  angcloruni;  ralihabi- 
tiouem  Patris  noslri  coeleslis. 
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The  conciliation  of  the  Church  or  the  ecclesiastics.     2.  The 
oblation  of  prayers  (I  add,  perhaps  also  the  oblation  of  the 
eueharist,  Avhich  commonly  went  tog-ether).     3.  The  obli- 
gation made  by  the  benediction  of  the  ecclesiastics.    4.  The 
renunciation,  faith,  and  testimony  of  the  angels.     And  5. 
The  ratification  or  confirmation    of  our  Father,  who  is  in 
Heaven.     A  second  passage  alledged  by  Gothofred  out  of 
Tertullian  is,  where  he  speaks  of  clandestine  marriages, 
saying,*  "  Among  us,  secret  marriages,  that  is,   such  as  are 
not  publicly  professed  before  the  Church,   are  in  danger  of 
being    condemned    as    fornication    and    adultery."       And 
in    another    place,    speaking   of    second    marriages,    and 
dissuading   all  persons    from    them,    he    says,^      "   How 
canst   thou    ask    such    a   marriage    of   those,     who    can- 
not themselves  have  what  thou  askest  of  them  1     For  the 
bishop,  the  presbyters,  and  the  deacons,  and  the  widows  of 
the  Church,  whose  society  thou  rejectest,  are  all  Blonoga- 
mists,  or  but  once  married.     Yet  they   will  give  husbands 
and  wives  as  they  do  morsels,  that  is,  to  every  one  that  asks, 
and  join  you  together  in  the  Virgin  Church,  the  only  spouse 
of  one  Christ."     Mr.  Selden   excepts  against  this  passage, 
as  making-  the  widows  have  the  same  concern  in   the  mar- 
riage  as  the  ministers:  but  that  is  a  plain  mistake  ;  for  the 
widows  might  be  concerned  in  giving  their  consent  and  ap- 
probation, which   Tertullian  calls   the  conciliation  of  mar- 
riage ;  but  the  ministers  were  concerned  further  in  giving 
the  benediction  also.     This  benediction  is  spoken  of  like- 
wise by  St.  Ambrose,  as  the  custom  of  the  Italic  Churches 
in  his  time:  for,  says  he,^  when  marriage  ought  to  be  sanc- 

'  Tertul.  (ie  Pudicitid.  cap.  4.  Ideo  penes  nos  occulte  quoque  conjunc- 
tiones,  id  est,  iion  prius  apud  ecclesiam  professK,  juxtanicechiam  ct  fornica- 
tioium  judicari  periclitantur,  &c.  '  Id  de  Monoganiia.  cap.  II. 

QualJs  es  id  niatiinionium  postiilans,  quod  eis,  a  quibus  postnias,  non  licet 
habere?  Ab  episcopo  nionoganio,  a  presbyleris  et  diaconis  ejusdem  sacra- 
metiti,  a  viduis  quarum  scctani  in  te  recusasti ;  et  illi  plane  sic  dabunt  viros 
et  uxores  quomodo  buccellas:  hoc  enira  est  apud  illos,  omni  petenlite  dabia, 
ct  conjungent  vos  in  ccclesia  viigine,  unius  Christi  unicfi  spoiisfi. 
*  Anibros.  Ep.  70.  Cum  ipsum  conjugiuin  \elainine  sacerdotali  et  benedic- 
tione  sauctificari  oporleat,  quomcdo  potest  coiijugium  dici  ubi  non  est  fidei 
Concordia  ? 
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tified  by  the  sncerdotal  veil  and  benediction,  how  can  that 
be  called  a  maniag-o,  where  there  is  no  agreement  in  the 
faith  ?  Gothofred  thinks  also  that  the  same  custom  may  be 
deduced  out  of  those  words  of  Ignatius  :'  "  It  becomes  both 
men  and  women  when  they  marry,  to  make  the  union  /utra 
yvwfitic  TOW  tTTKTKOTrs,  With  the  will  and  direction  of  the 
bishop,  that  the  marriag-e  may  be  according  to  the  Lord,  and 
not  merely  according  to  the  instigation  of  their  own  lusts." 
And  further  from  ^vhat  Gregory  Nazianzen  says,  of  the 
marriage  of  Olympias,^  that  a  great  number  of  bishops  were 
present  at  the  solemnity,  and  that  he  himself  was  present 
in  heart  and  will,  celebrating  the  festival,  and  joining  the 
right  hands  of  the  young  couple  together,  and  both  of  them 
to  the  hand  of  God.  Where  joining  of  them  to  the  hand  of 
God,  is  plainly  but  another  expression  for  the  benediction. 
This  is  further  evident  from  the  fourth  Council  of  Carthage, 
which  orders,^  that  both  the  man  and  the  woman  that  are  to 
be  blessed  by  the  priest,  should  be  presented  by  their  pa- 
rents, or  by  their  paranymphi,  bridemen,  who  stood  in  the 
stead  of  their  parents.  Thus  far  the  evidences  produced 
by  Gothofred.  To  which  we  may  add  that  of  St.  Austin, 
who  lived  at  the  time  of  the  Council  of  Carthage,  where,  he' 
tells  us,*  it  was  in  the  bishop's  power  absolutely  to  give 
women  in  marriage,  but  they  could  not  give  them  to  men 
that  were  heathens.  The  benediction  is  not  here  expressly 
mentioned,  but  considering  the  whole  affair  was  in  the 
bishop's  power,  the  benediction  may  easily  be  inferred  from 
it.  And  Possldius  in  ins  life  makes  express  mention  of  it. 
For  he  says,  it  was  St.  Austin's  opinion,  which  he  learned 
from  the  Institutes  of  St.  Ambrose,  that  a  priest  indeed 
ought  not  to  be  a  solicitor  of  marriage  in  making  matches 
between   men   and  women :  but  when  tliey  themselves  had 


•  Iicnat.  Ep.  ad  Polycarp.  •  Naz.  Ep.  W.  ■  Con. 

Carth.  4.  can.  13.     Sponsus  el  sponsa,  cum  bcnediccndi   sunt  a  sacerdotc,  a 
parentibus  suis  vc\  i)araiiynij>liis  oflVrantur,  &c.  *  Aug.  Ep.  "231. 

ad  Ruslicum.     Etianisi  nostr;p  absoluto;  sit  potcstatis  (luandibut  putdlain  in 
conjugium  traderc,  tradi  a  nobis  Christianani  ni>i  C'hrisliaiio  non  posse. 
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agreed  upon  the  matter/  then  at  their  joint  request  he  ought 
to  be  present,  either  to  confirm  their  ag-reement,  or  give  it 
the  benediction.  In  like  manner  St.  Chrysostom,  inveigh- 
ing against  the  lascivious  and  diabohcal  pomps,  which  some 
used  at  their  marriages,  says,^  they  ought  rather  to  teach 
the  virgin  modesty  in  the  entrance  upon  marriage,  and  to 
call  for  the  priest,  and  by  prayer  and  benediction,  tie  the 
knot  of  unity  in  marriage ;  that  the  husband's  love  might 
increase,  and  the  wife's  chastity  might  be  improved  ;  that 
the  works  of  virtue  might  enter  into  the  house  by  all  that 
was  then  done,  and  the  wiles  and  works  of  the  devil  be  cast 
out.  This  is  a  plain  account  of  what  that  father  desired, 
and  what  was  practised  by  the  better  sort  of  Christians  in 
such  solemnities.  Siricius,  Bishop  of  Rome,  lived  about 
the  same  time  with  St,  Chrysostom  and  St,  Austin,  and  he 
particularly  mentions  the  benediction  of  the  priest  as  used 
in  marriage,  giving  it  as  a  reason,^  why  a  woman  that  is  es- 
poused to  a  man,  ought  not  to  be  married  to  any  other,  be- 
cause among  Christians  it  was  reckoned  a  sort  of  sacrilege 
to  violate  the  benediction,  which  was  given  by  the  priest  to 
a  woman  upon  her  espousal.  And  after  him  Pope  Hormis- 
das,  who  lived  about  the  year  520,  a  little  before  the  time  of 
Justinian,  made  a  decree,*  that  no  one  should  make  a  clan- 
destine marriage,  but  receiving  the  benediction  of  the  priest, 
should  marry  publicly  in  the  Lord.  These  evidences  are 
abundantly  sutficient  to  shew  what  was  the  general  practice 
of  Christians  in  this  matter  from  the  very  first  ages.     • 

'  Possid.  Vit.  Aug:,  cap.  27.  Sed  plane  ad  hoc  sibi  jam  illis  consentienti- 
bus,  petitum  interesse  debere  affirmabat  sacerdotera,  ut  vel  eorum  jam  pacta 
et  placita  firmarentur,  vel  benedicerentur.  ^  Chrys.  Horn.  48.  in 

Gen.  t.  ii.  p.  C81.     Aeov ispiag  kuXiXv,  i^  SI  evxiHv  tvXoyiwv  rijv  onovoiav 

Tov  ffvvoiKtffia  avarpiyytiv,  &c.  Agreeably  to  this  St.  Basil  calls  marriage  the 
bond  or  yoke  that  men  take  upon  them  by  benediction — 6  Sia  rfig  iuXoyiag 
Zvybg. — Basil.  Horn.  7.  in  Hexamer.  t.  i.  p.  81.  ^  Siric.  Ep.  1. 

ad  Ilimerium.  cap.  4.  et  ap  Gratian.  caus.  27.  qusest.  ii.  cap.  50.  De  conju- 
gal! violatione  requisisti,  si  desponsatam  alii  puellam  alter  in  matriraoniuni 
possit  accipere  ?  Hoc  ne  fiat  omnibus  modis  inhibemus  ;  quia  ilia  bene- 
dictio,  quara  nupturse  sacerdos  imponit,  apud  fideles  cujusdam  sacrilegii  in- 
star  est,  si  uUa  transgressione  violetur.  *  Hormisdse  Decret. 
capt  6.  Nullus  fidelis,  cujuscunque  conditionis  sit,  occultc  nuptias  facial, 
■  sod  bencdictionc  accept^  a  saccrdote  publice  nubat  in  Domino. 
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Sect.  9. — In  what  Cases  it  might  happen  to  be  otherwise. 

And  as  to  any  exceptions  that  may  be  alleged  against 
such  an  universal  practice,  they  are  of  little  moment.  Some 
niarriag-es  indeed,  notwithstanding'  all  the  care  and  advice 
of  the  Church,  were  made  between  Christians  and  heathens: 
and  in  that  case,  the  ministers  of  the  Church  could  have  no 
hand  in  the  marriage,  nor  give  any  benediction  to  it,  be- 
cause it  was  directly  contrary  to  tlie  rules  of  the  Church, 
that  any  Christian  should  marry  an  heathen.  Again,  some 
Canons  discouraged,  though  they  did  not  absolutely  forbid 
second  and  third  marriag-es  after  the  death  of  a  first  wife  or 
husband,  and  forbid  any  presbyter  to  be  present  at  them. 
The  Council  of  Neocsesarea  has  a  Canon  to  this  purpose:' 
"  No  presbyter  shall  be  present  at  the  marriage  feast  of 
those  that  marry  twice  :  for  a  Digamist  requires  penance. 
How  then  shall  a  presbyter  by  his  presence  at  such  feasts 
give  consent  to  such  marriages  ?  And  if  he  might  give  no 
consent  to  them  by  his  presence,  much  less  might  he  au- 
thorize them  by  his  solemn  benediction,"  Peter  Martyr* 
and  the  Gloss  upon  Gratian^  understand  this  Canon  as  for- 
bidding the  clergy  to  have  any  concern  in  the  marriage  of 
proper  Polygamists,  or  such  as  married  a  second  wife  whilst 
the  first  was  living  ;  which  is  no  more  than  all  the  clergy 
are  prohibited  at  this  day  :  for  polygamy  may  not  now  be 
authorized  by  sacerdotal  benediction.  But  if  we  take  the 
Canon  in  the  common  sense  of  marrying  a  second  wife  after 
the  first  was  dead,  and  suppose  the  clergy  forbidden  to  give 
the  benediction  to  such  marriao'es  :  vet  this  was  but  a  Canon 
of  a  particular  Council,  which  never  much  prevailed.  For 
we  are  sure  in  fact,  that  second  marriages  had  generally  sa- 
cerdotal Vjenediction,  as  well  as  the  first:  and  therefore 
Avhatever  might  happen  upon  the  strength  of  that  Canon, 
could  be  no  great  exception  to  the  general  practice.  But 
that,  which  gave  the  greatest  liberty  to  marry  without  sacer- 


'  Con.  NeoctEsar.  can.  7.  ■  Fit.  Mint.  Loc.  Com.  lib.  ii.  cap. 

10.  p.  277.  '  Gratian.  caus.  ',i\.  quwsl.  i.  cap.  S. 
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dotal  benediction,  was  the  allowance,  which  the  laws  of  the 
empire  granted  to  other  ways  of  marrying-  besides  that  of 
solemnizing-  marriage  by  the  benediction  of  the  clerg-y.  For 
though  this  had  no  great  effect  for  the  first  three  hundred 
years,  whilst  the  laws  continued  heathen  (for  then  the  ge- 
nerality of  Christians  were  no  more  disposed  to  marry  with- 
out the  benediction  of  the  bishop  or  some  of  the  clergy, 
than  they  were  inclined  to  end  their  civil  controversies  any 
other  ways  than  by  the  bishop's  arbitration  and  decision)  : 
yet  afterwards,  when  the  laws  became  Christian,  and  no  im- 
mediate provision  was  made  to  oblige  men  universally  to 
solemnize  marriage  by  the  benediction  of  the  clergy  ;  but 
other  ways  were  still  allowed  as  sufficient  to  make  a  mar- 
riage good  in  law  without  it ;  men  began  to  fall  off  from  the 
ancient  practice,  some  for  one  reason  and  some  for  another, 
till  by  degrees  the  primitive  way  of  marrying  among  Chris- 
tians came  to  be  much  dishonoured  and  neg-lected. 


Sect.  3. — How  the  Primitive  Practice  was  revived,  when  it  came  to  be 
neglected. 

This  made  some  of  the  more  zealous  emperors,  who  about 
the  eiffhth  and  ninth  centuries  were  a  little  inclined  to  cor- 
rect  and  reform  some  abuses,  which  the  corruption  of  the  ^ 

times  had  brought  in  upon  the  discipline  of  the  Church,  to 
look  upon  this  neglect  of  marrying  without  sacerdotal  be- 
nediction as  an  abuse  among  the  rest,  and  a  deviation  from 
the  more  ancient  laudable  practice.  Hereupon  they  set 
themselves  to  revive  the  primitive  custom,  and  make  some 
more  effectual  provision  than  had  hitherto  been  done,  by 
more  express  and  general  laws  to  establish  and  confirm  it. 
Charles  the  Great  enacted  a  law  in  the  West  about  the  year 
780,  wherein  he  ordered,^  that  no  marriage  should  be  cele- 
brated any  other  way  than  by  blessing  with  sacerdotal 
prayers  and  oblations:  and  whatever    marriages   were  per- 


'  Carol.  Capitular,  lib.  vii.  cap.  363.  Aliter  Icgitiinura  non  fit  conjugium — 
nisi  sponsa  suo  tempore  saccrdolaliter  cum  precibus  et  oblationibus  a  sacer- 
dote  benedicatur,  &c. 


^ 
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formed  otherwise,  should  not  be  accounted  true  marriages , 
but  adultery,  coneubinag-e,  or  fornication.  And  about  the 
year  900,  Leo  Sapiens,*  in  the  eastern  empire,  revived  the 
same  ancient  practice,  which  ever  since  continued  to  be  the 
practice  of  the  Church.  Mr.  Selden,*  and  Gothofred,^  both 
agree  in  this,  that  now  the  necessity  of  sacerdotal  benedic- 
tion was  established  by  law:  but  they  differ  in  one  point, 
that  Mr.  Selden  supposes  this  was  the  first  beginning  of  the 
general  practice  of  making  marriages  by  sacerdotal  bene- 
diction :  whereas  Gothofred  thinks,  it  was  only  a  reviving 
of  a  former  ancient  general  practice,  which  for  some  ages 
had  been  much  neg-lected.  And  that  the  truth  lies  on  Go- 
thofred's  side,  the  reader  from  what  had  been  said  will  be 
able  very  easily  to  determine. 


Sect.  4. — Other  Ceremonies  used  in  Marriage,  as  Joining  of  Handa  and 

Veiling. 

Having  thus  resolved  the  main  question  concerning  sa- 
cerdotal benediction,  I  now  go  on  with  the  lesser  ceremo- 
nies used  in  marriaoe.  Amonff  which  we  find  the  ancient 
rite  of  joining  the  right  hands  of  the  espousing  parties  to- 
gether. For  so  we  have  heard  Gregory  Nazianzen  already 
representing  the  marriage  of  Olympias,*  that  it  was  done  by 
joining  the  right  hands  of  the  young  couple  together,  and 
both  their  hands  to  the  hand  of  God.  St.  Ambrose*  also 
takes  notice  of  the  custom  of  veiling,  as  a  ceremony  used  in 
marriage,  when  he  says,  the  Christian  marriage  ought  to  be 
sanctified  with  the  sacerdotal  veil  and  benediction.  Ter- 
tullian  also  mentions  the  custom  of  veiling  as  used  by  the 
heathens,  which  he  commends,^  together  with  the  ceremony 


'   Leo.  Novel.  Ixxxix.  ntpi  r«  ru  avroiKtcia  iiviv  Ti\q  'iipag  euXoyiuQ  fiijgip' 
puJaOa.  "  Seidell.  Uxor.  Ilebraica  lib.  ii.  cap. '29.  p.  309.  *  Gothofr. 

in  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  lit.  7.     De  Nuptiis.  leg.  iii.  p.  281.  ♦  Naz  . 

Ep.  l?ii.  *  Aiiibros.  Ep.  Ixx.     Cum  ipsum  conjugiumvolaniine 

saccrdotali  it  bcnedictione  saiictificari  oportcat.  &c.  •  Tertul. 

de  Vtland.  Virgin,  cap.  xi.      At  quinetiam  apiid  ethnicos  velata:  ad  virum 
ducuntur.     Si  autem  ad  desponsationcm  velantur,  quia  et  corpora  et  .^piritu 
culo  mixta;  sunt  per  osculum  ct  dextcras,  &c. 
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of  the  solemn  kiss  and  joining  of  hands.  But  these  he 
speaks  of  rather  as  ceremonies  used  in  espousals  before 
marriage:  though  we  may  suppose  them  to  be  used  in  both, 
since  the  Latin  name  of  marriage,  Nuptite,  is  observed  by 
the  Roman  antiquaries  to  have  its  name  from  Obmibere,^ 
which  sifirnifies  to  veil  or  cover. 

Sect.  5. — Untying  the  Woman's  Hair. 

Optatus  seems  to  aUude  to  another  ceremony,  which  I 
have  not  yet  found  expressly  mentioned  in  any  other  author: 
that  is,  the  woman's  loosing  or  untying  her  hair  in  the  so- 
lemnity of  marriage.  For  w^riting  against  the  Donatists,  who 
had  re-consecratedthe  Catholic  virgins,  who  before  had  es- 
poused themselves  to  Christ,  he  says,^  those  virgins,  to  shew 
that  they  had  renounced  all  secular  marriage,  had  untied 
their  hair  to  a  spiritual  husband,  they  had  already  celebrated 
a  celestial  marriage.  Why  therefore  did  ye  compel  them  to 
untie  the  hair  again  1  This  seems  to  allude  to  some  such 
custom  in  secular  marriage  :  because  he  adds,^  that  when 
women  married  a  second  time  in  the  world,  this  was  not 
used:  which  implies,  that  it  was  used  the  first  time,  though 
omitted  in  second  marriages,  as  many  other  ceremonies  of 
temporal  festivity  were,  viz.  gay  dressing,  and  crowning, 
and  what  naturally  followed  them,  the  great  concourse  and 
acclamations  of  the  people.  But  if  any  one  thinks  this  was 
not  an  allusion  to  any  ceremony  used  in  secular  marriages, 
but  rather  a  ceremony  actually  used  in  spiritual  marriages  of 
virgins  to  Christ:  because  St.  Jerom*  speaks  of  their  cutting 
off  their  hair  in  some  places,  when  they  renounced  the 
world,  and  devoted  themselves  to  Christ :  I  will  not  stand 


'  Rosin.  Antiquit.  Rom.  lib.  v.  cap.  35.  p.  959.  ®  Optat.  lib.  vi. 

97.  Ut  saecularibus  nuptiis  se  renunciasse  nionstrarent,  spiritali  sponso  sol- 
verant  crinem,  jam  cselestes  celebia\H.'iant  nuptias.  Quid  est  quod  eas  iterum 
ciincs  solvere  coegistis  ?  ^  Ibid.     Ut  crines  iterum  solverent 

imperdstis.  Hoc  nee  raulieres  patiuntar,  quae  carnaliter  nubunt:  ex  quibus 
si  alicui  maritum  mutare  contigerit,  non  rcpetitur  ilia  temporalis  festi  vitas  : 
non  in  altum  toUitur:  uon  populi  frequentla  procuratur.  *  Hieron 

Ep.  xlviii.  cont.  Sabiniacium, 
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to  contend  about  a  matter  both  small  and  obscure,  but  go  on 
to  that,  which  is  more  certain  in  secular  marriages,  which  is 
our  present  subject. 


Sect.  6. — Crowning  the  new  married  Couple  with  Crowns  or  Garlands. 

When  tiie  sacred  oflice  of  benediction  was  over,  and  the 
married  persons  were  ready  to  depart,  it  was  usual  to  crown 
the  bridegroom  and  bride  with  crowns  or  garlands,  the  sym- 
bols of  victory.  For  now  it  was  supposed  they  had  hitherto 
striven  virtuously  against  all  manner  of  uncleanness,  and 
therefore  were  crowned  as  conquerors  in  their  marriage. 
St.  Chrysostom  mentions  the  ceremony,'  and  gives  this  ac- 
count of  it:  crowns  are  therefore  put  upon  their  heads,  as 
symbols  of  victory,  because  beinginvincible  they  entered  the 
bride-chamber  without  ever  having  been  subdued  by  any 
unlawful  pleasure.  So  that  this  ceremony  was  used  as  a 
mark  of  honour  and  note  of  distinction,  to  reward  their  vir- 
tue, and  put  a  difference  between  them  and  such  as  had  be- 
fore addicted  themselves  to  fornication  and  uncleanness.  For 
to  what  purpo'^e,  says  Chrysostom  again,  should  he  wear  a 
crown  upon  his  head,  who  had  given  hims,-  f  up  to  harlots, 
and  been  subdued  by  pleasure?  Which  seems  to  imply, 
that  fornicators  weie  dunied  this  honour,  when  they  came  to 
marry:  that  being  a  part  of  their  punishment  among  other 
acts  of  discipline  in  the  Church.  And  upon  the  same  ac- 
count this  ceremony  was  seldom  or  never  used  in  second  and 
third  marriages,  Vjecause  though  they  were  no  absolutely 
condemned  as  unlawful,  yet  they  were  not  reckoned  so  ho- 
nourable as  the  first.  As  to  the  ceremony  in  general,  Mr. 
Selden  says,'  it  is  mentioned  by  Gregory  Nyssen,  and  Basil 
of  Si'leucia,  and  Palladius,  And  it  is  more  thon  once  noted 
by  Sidonius  Appoliiiaris,  who,  speaking  of  the  marriage  of 
Ricimer,  and  describing  the  pomp  of  it,  says,  now  the  vir- 
gin was  delivered  into  his  hands,  now  the  bridegroom  was 


'  Chrys.  Hom.ix.  in  1  Tim.  p.  1.587.  »  Selden.  Uxor.  Ilebr. 

lib.  ii.  cap.  2i.  p.  24-.5.  et  Sherloijus  in  Cantic.  Vestipat.  xvii.  n.  16. 
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honoured  with  his  crown.'  And  again  in  his  paneg-yric  to 
Anthemius  the  emperor,  speaking-  of  the  same  marriag-e  of 
Ricimer,  who  married  the  emperor's  daughter,  he  says  to 
Rieimer  in  the  poetical  strain,- this  marriage  was  procured  by 
your  valour,  and  the  laurel  crown  gave  you  the  crown  of  myr- 
tle alluding  to  the  different  customs  of  crowning  warriors 
with  laurel  and  bridegrooms  with  myrtle.  This  was  indeed  an 
old  ceremony  used  in  heathen  marriages ;  as  we  learn  from 
Tertullian,^  who  reckons  it  an  idolatrous  rite  as  used  by  them, 
and  therefore  says  Christians  did  not  marry  with  heathens, 
lest  they  should  draw  them  to  idolatry,  from  which  their 
marriages  took  their  beginning.  But  the  ceremony  was  in- 
nocent in  its  own  nature,  and  therefore  the  Christians  never 
made  any  scruple  to  adopt  it  into  the  rites  of  marriage, 
which  they  made  among"  themselves,  because  it  was  a  sig- 
nificant ceremony  declaring  the  innocency  of  the  parties 
joined  together.  For  which  it  is  still  retained  among  the 
Greeks,  as  we  learn  from  Nicetas,  bishop  of  Heraclea,*  a 
modern  greek  writer,  and  Metrophanes  Critopulus,^  and  Dr. 
Smith,*^  in  his  account  of  the  Greek  Church,  It  is  also 
spoken  of  with  approbation  by  Peter  Martyr.'  and  other 
Protestant  writers,  who  commend  it  as  a  laudable  ceremony 
for  the  reason  given  by  St.  Chrysostom.  And  it  is  still  re- 
tained among  the  Helvetians,  as  Mr.  Werndley  informs  us  in 
his  Notes  upon  the  Tigurine  Liturgy.^  But  I  return  to  the 
Ancient  Church. 


*  Sidon.  lib.  i.  Ep.  5.  p.  29.     Jam  quidem  virgo  tiadita  est,  jam  coronft 
sponsus  honoratur. 

-  Id.  Carm.  ii.  ad  Anlhcm.  ver.  503. 

IIos  thalamos,  Ricimer,  virtus  tibi  pronuba  poscit, 
Atque  Dionaeam  dat  Martia  laureamyrtum. 
*  Tcrtul.de  Coron.  Mil.  cap.  xiii.     Coronant  et  nuptise  sponsos:  et    ideo 
lion   nubimus  ethnicis,  ne  nos  ad  idololatriara  usque  deducant,  a   quS  apud 
tUos  nnptiae  incipiunt.  *  Nicet.Respons.  ap.  Leunclavium,  Jur 

Graec,  Rom.  torn.  i.  p.  310.  *  Critop.  Confess,  fidei.  cap.  xii 

•^  Smith.  Account,  &c.  p.  169.  ''  Pet. Mart.  Loc 

Com.  lib.  ii.  cap.  x.  n.  22.  *  Werndley.  p.  152. 

VOL.    Vll.  ^  T 
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SicT.  7. — Carrying  the  Biide  Home  to  the    Bridegroom's   House;  how  far 
necessary  in  some  Cases  of  Law, 

There  was  one  custom  more,  which  is  not  to  be  reckoned 
so  much  among-  the  religious  ceremonies,  as  to  be  put  into 
the  account  of  the  pomp  that  attended  marriage:  and  I 
should  not  have  mentioned  it  in  this  place,  but  that  it  was 
required  as  necessary  in  some  cases  of  law.  That  is,  the 
custom  of  the  woman's  being*  carried  by  the  husband  home 
to  his  own  house  ;  whence  the  phrase  ducere  uxorem  is  so 
commonly  used  on  the  man's  part  for  marrying  a  wife;  as 
nubere  is  proper  on  the  woman's  part  for  being  married, 
on  account  of  the  veiline:  used  in  marriajre,  as  has  been 
noted  before.  But  I  mention  it  not  barely  upon  this  account, 
but  because  in  some  cases  it  was  a  condition  precisely  re- 
quired in  law,  before  a  man  could  lay  claim  to  some  privi- 
leges belonging-  to  marriage.  As  appears  from  one  of  the 
laws  of  the  Emperor  Valens,*  concerning"  the  Tyrones,  or 
soldiers  newly  listed  into  military  service.  To  encourage 
the  speedier  recruiting-  of  the  army,  Valens  made  a  law,  that 
every  new  soldier  from  the  time  of  his  listing-,  or  taking-  the 
military  oath,  should  be  free  from  the  capitation  tax:  and 
not  only  so,  but  if  he  served  faithfully  five  years,  his  wife 
also  should  be  free  from  the  same  tax,  provided  that  after  he 
had  married  her,  he  brought  her  to  his  own  house,  and  did 
not  leave  her  in  her  former  habitation;  for  if  he  did  so,  she 
could  not  be  proved  to  be  liis  wife,  and  therefore  should  be 
kept  with  the  burden  of  the  tax  upon  her.     Justinian^  made 


'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  vii.  tit.  13.  dc  Tyronibus.  leg.  tI.  Si  quinquennii  tempus 
fidTi  ohsp<juii  devotionc  compleverit,  uxoriam  qiioque  capitalioiiem  merito 
Iflbonini  prasstrr  inimunem  :  tfi  scilicet  servandfi  riitione,  ut  quam  sibi  uxo- 
rem copulavurit  aflVctu,  et  in  priore  lare  dercliclaiii  numorarit,  inprobala 
(leg.  inprobatam)  census  sarcina  sustineat.  *  Cod.  Justin, 

lib.  V.  tit.  k  De  Nupliis.  leg.  xxiv.  Sancimus,  si  quis  nupliarum  fecerit 
iiientionem  in  quolicun(iue  paclo  quod  ad  dandum  vel  ad  faciendum  concipi- 
tur,  et  sive  nupliarum  tempus  dixerit,  sive  nuptias  nominaverit :  non  aliter 
conditionem  Intelligi  esse  adimplcndam,  nisi  ipsa  nuptiarum  ucccdat  festivi- 
las,  <5tc. 
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a  law  of  tlie  same  nature  for  other  cases  :  that  if  any  one 
made  a  barg-ain  to  g"ive  or  to  do  any  thing  upon  marriag-e, 
whether  he  called  it  the  time  of  marriage,  or  named  it  mar- 
riage itself:  the  condition  should  not  be  interpreted  to  be 
fulfilled,  till  the  festivity  of  marriage  (which  comprehended 
this  ceremony  of  carrying  the  wife  to  the  house  of  the  hus- 
band) was  completed.  So  that  it  was  necessary  in  these 
cases  for  certain  ends  and  purposes,  though  otherwise  the 
marriage  was  sufficiently  perfected  without  it.  Yet  it  being 
an  ancient  custom,  the  pomp  of  the  marriage  was  deemed 
imperfect,  till  this  ceremony  was  used :  as  we  may  gather 
from  that  of  Sidonius,'  where  he  says,  the  pomp  of  the  mar- 
riage was  not  yet  fully  completed,  because  the  new  bride 
was  not  yet  removed  to  the  house  of  her  husband. 


-Sect.  8. — How  far  the  Marriage  Pomp  was  allowed  or  disallowed  by  th« 

Ancient  Fathers. 

This  was  an  innocent  part  of  marriage  pomp,  which  was 
often  attended  with  the  concourse  and  acclamations  of  the 
people.  Neither  was  it  reckoned  any  harm  to  have  a  decent 
Epithalamium,  or  modest  nuptial  song,  or  a  feast  of  joy 
suitable  to  the  occasion.  But  the  Fescennina,  or  immodest 
ribaldry,  that  was  sometimes  used  under  the  notion  of  the 
marriage  pomp,  and  the  scurrility  and  obscenity  of  actors 
and  mimics  fetched  from  the  stage,  together  with  the  ex- 
cessive revellings  and  dancings,  that  some  called  innocent 
nuptial  mirth  and  diversion,  were  looked  upon  as  great 
abuses;  and  accordingly  proscribed  and  condemned  by  some 
Canons,  and  severely  inveighed  against  by  the  Fathers,  as 
things  utterly  unbecoming  the  modesty  and  gravity  of  Chris^ 
tian  marriages.  The  Council  of  Laodicea  says,^  Christians 
ought  not  at  marriages  (BaWtt^tiv  »]  6pxt'i<^0ah  to  use  wanton 
balls  or  dancings,   but  dine  or  sup  gravely,   as   becomes 


'  Sidon.  lib.  i.  Ep.  v.     Nondum  tamen  cuiicta  thalamoruip  poinpa  defre- 
.muit,  quia  necdum  ad  mariti  doraum  nova  nupta  raigravit.  *  Con* 

J^aodic.  can.lili. 


27G  THE    ANTIQUITIES    OF   THE  [BOOK    XXII. 

Christinns.  Some  by  the  word  (iaWiZitv  understand  playing- 
on  cymbals  and  dancijig  to  them  So  Suidas'  and  Zonaras* 
interpret  it.  But  the  word  denotes  something*  more,  viz. 
tossinjr  the  hands  in  a  wanton  and  lascivious  manner:  and 
in  that  sense  there  might  be  g-ood  reason  to  forbid  it :  where- 
as bare  music  and  dancing"  without  any  immodest  or  antic 
tricks  seems  hardly  a  crime  worthy  a  Canon  to  forbid  it.  And 
if  we  may  judge  by  Chrysostom's  sharp  invective  against  this 
and  other  extravag-ances  committed  at  marriag-e  feasts,  there 
must  be  sometliing-  more  extraordinary  in  them.  For  speak- 
ing- of  Isaac's  marriag-e  with  Rebecca,  consider  here,  says 
he,^  how  there  was  no  satanical  pomp,  no  cymbals,  and  pi- 
ping, and  dancing-,  no  satanical  feasting-,  no  scurrilous  buf- 
foonery or  filthy  discourse,  but  all  was  gravity,  wisdom,  and 
modesty.  Let  husbands  and  wives  now  imitate  these.  For 
why  should  a  husband  from  the  very  first  sufler  the  ears  of 
his  young  spouse  to  be  filled  with  filth  from  lascivious  and 
obscene  songs,  and  such  unseasonable  pomp'?  Know  you 
not  that  youth  of  itself  is  inclined  to  evil  ?  Why  do  you 
bring  the  mysteries  of  venerable  marriage  upon  the  open 
staged  You  ought  to  drive  away  all  this  sort,  and  teach 
the  young  bride  modesty  from  the  beginning.  So  again,* 
discoursing-  of  the  marriage  of  Jacob  and  Leah,  you  see, 
says  he,  with  what  gravity  marriages  were  anciently  cele- 
brated. Hear  this  all  ye  that  admire  satanical  pomps,  and 
disgrace  the  honour  of  marriage  from  the  very  beginning  ? 
Was  there  here  any  satanical  dancings ?  Why  do  you  bring 
such  a  plague  into  your  house  from  the  very  first  moment? 
Why  do  you  call  the  actors  from  the  stage,  and  with  unsea- 
sonable expencc  wound  the  virgin's  chastity  ?  It  is  ditlicult 
enough  without  such  fomenters  to  moderate  the  torrent  of 
youthful  ailections:  but  when  these  things  are  added  both 
by  seeing  and  hearing,  to  raise  a  greater  fiamo,  and  make 
the  furnae(!  <»f  the  affections  rage  more  violently,  how  is  it 


•  Suidas  Voce  ^aWi^ftv.  »  Zonar.  "mean.  liil.  Laodic. 

C'ir)'s.  Iloin.  xlvili.in  Ueiics.  p.GSO.  ^  Id.  Horn.  Ivi.  iiiGen. 

»p.  7-13. 
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possible  that  the  youthful  soul  should  not  be  destroyed  ? 
From  all  this  it  is  plain,  that  it  was  not  a  sober  entertainment 
at  a  marriage  feast,  nor  bare  music  and  dancing,  nor  a  mo- 
dest nuptial  song,  that  the  Fathers  so  vehemently  declaimed 
against  as  satanical  pomps:  but  it  was  the  obscene  and 
filthy  songs,  the  ribaldry  and  lascivious  actions  of  mimics 
and  buffoons  brought  from  the  stage,  joined  with  their  im- 
modest dancings  and  other  the  like  vanities,  tending  to  cor- 
rupt youthful  minds  both  by  seeing  and  hearing,  which  they 
justly  inveighed  against,  as  unbecoming  the  modesty  and 
sobriety  of  Christians.  Any  other  innocent  pomp,  or  mirth 
they  freely  allowed,  denying'  only  such  as  savoured  of  light- 
ness or  lewdness,  or  intemperance,  which  naturally  tended, 
like  evil  communications,  to  corrupt  good  manners.  And 
so  I  have  done  with  the  rites  and  ceremonies  observed  in 
the  contracting  and  celebrating  of  marriage  among  the  an- 
cient Christians.  There  remains  only  one  thing  behind  re- 
lating to  marriage,  and  that  is  to  shew  how  the  bond  of 
matrimony  might  in  some  measure  be  broken  and  dissolved 
by  divorce,  and  what  were  reputed  just  and  legal  causes  of 
divorce  :  of  which,  because  it  is  a  matter  of  some  moment, 
I  will  treat  distinctly  in  a  particular  Chapter. 


CHAP.  V, 

Of  Divorces  :  how  far  they  were  allowed  or  disallowed 
by  the  Ancient  Christians. 

Sect.  1. — The  Ancients  divided  about  the  Sense  of  Fornication.  Some 
taking  it  only  for  Carnal  Fornication,  and  making  it  the  only  just  Cause 
of  Divorce. 

The  Ancients  were  not  perfectly  agreed  upon  this  ques- 
tion. The  writers  of  the  Church  were  divided  among  them- 
selves, and  the  laws  of  the  state  differed  from  both.  Our 
business  therefore  must  be  to  explain  the  differences  of 
these  opinions,  and  the  several  practices  that  were  founded 
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tipon  each  of  tliem.  The  ecclesiastical  writers  for  the  most 
part  agreed  in  one  thing-,  that  there  was  no  just  cause  of 
divorce  allowed  by  Christ  but  only  fornication  :  but  then 
they  differed  about  the  notion  of  fornication  :  some  took  it 
HI  the  obvious  and  vulgar  sense  for  carnal  fornication  only  ; 
whilst  others  extended  its  sig-nification  to  include  spiritual 
fornication,  or  idolatry  and  apostacy  from  God,  which  they 
thouglit  a  lawful  cause  of  divorce  as  well  as  the  other. 
And  some  few  thought  all  other  sins,  that  are  equal  to  forni- 
cation, were  included  in  this  notion  of  fornication,  and  so 
made  them  to  be  just  causes  of  divorce  also.  They,  who 
thought  fornication  or  adultery  was  to  be  taken  in  the  pro- 
per and  literal  sense,  confined  the  business  of  lawful  di- 
vorce to  this  cause  only.  Clemens  Alexandrinus  speaks  in 
general  against  divorces,*  as  they  were  allowed  and  com- 
monly practised  in  his  time  by  the  authority  of  the  Roman 
Jaws,  which  made  it  necessary  in  ease  of  adultery,  and  war- 
rantable at  least  in  many  other  cases.  But  Tertullian  is 
more  express,  saying,^  that  the  Creator  allows  no  marriage 
to  be  dissolved  but  only  for  adultery.  So  Chrysostom  in 
many  places  :^  Christ  has  left  but  one  cause  of  divorce,  that 
is,  adultery.  Again,*  Christ  has  taught  us,  that  all  crimes 
are  to  be  borne  with  in  the  wife  besides  adultery.  The 
Apostles,  he  says  further,*  thought  it  hard  and  burdensome 
that  a  man  should  retain  a  woman  full  of  all  wickedness, 
and  bear  with  a  furious  wild  beast  in  his  house :  and  yet  he 
gave  them  this  precept,  Matth,  xix.  "  Whosoever  shall  put 
away  his  wife,  except  it  be  for  fornication,  committeth  adul- 
tery." And  this  he  repeats  in  other  places.*^  Lactantius 
seems  to  have  been  of  the  same  mind.  For  he  says,"  (Jod 
eommanded  that  the  wile  should  never  be  put  away,  but 


'  Clem.  Strom.  2.  cnp.  xxiii.  p.  504'.  '  Tirtul.  coiit.  ."Marc, 

lib.  iv.  cap.  SI.  Priptir  ex  causft  adulterii  ncc  Creator  disjuiigit,  quod  scili- 
cet ipse  conjunxit,  &c.  "  Chrys.  Horn.  17.  in  Mat.  p.  177. 
*  Id.  Horn.  I.  De  dt'cem  millium  Debitore.  t.  v.  p.  8.  *  Id.  Horn. 
63.  in  Mat.  p.  552.  «  De  Virgtinitnte.  cap.  2S.  t.  iv.  p.  .•W9.  Horn. 
52.  In  cos  (jui  Pascha  jcjunaiit.  t.  V.  p.  720.  '  I.act.  Epitonic 
Diviii.  Instil,  cap.  S.  I'rjcccpit  non  dirnilti  uxorrm,  nisi  criininc  a(lulterii 
♦evirlsnn  :  ct  nunfuiaijr  conjii^lis  fo-dcris- vinculum,  nisi  ruprrif,  re'iohatiii  • 
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when  she  was  overtaken  in  adultery:  and  the  bond' of  the' 
conjugal  covenant  can  never  be  loosed,  except  it  be 
when  she  breaks  it ;  meaning  by  falseness  to  tlie  marriage 
contract,  St.  Basil  says  the  same,'  that  our  Lord  forbids 
divorce  equally  both  to  man  aud  woman,  save  only  in  the 
ease  of  fornication.  In  like  manner  Asterius  Amasenus:* 
"  ♦  What  God  hath  joined  together,  let  not  man  put  asun- 
der.' Hear  this,  ye  hucksters,  who  change  your  wives  as 
ye  do  your  clothes  ;  who  build  new  bride-chambers  as  often 
and  easily  as  ye  do  shops  at  fairs  ;  who  marry  the  portion 
and  the  goods,  and  make  wives  a  mere  gain  and  merchan- 
dize ;  who  for  any  little  offence  presently  w^rite  a  bill  of  di- 
vorce ;  who  leave  many  widows  alive  at  once  :  know  of  a 
surety,  that  marriage  cannot  be  dissolved  by  any  other  cause 
but  death  only  or  adultery."  St.  Jerom  understands  the 
precept  of  Christ  after  the  same  manner:^  that  the  wife  is 
not  to  be  dismissed  but  only  for  fornication.  And  this  waS' 
also  the  opinion  of  St.  Ambrose^ 

Sect.  2. — Others  took  it  to  imply  Spiritual  Fornication,  that  is,  Idolatry 
and  Apostacy  from  God,  and  other  Crimes  of  the  like  Nature. 

But  St.  Austin  and  some  others  were  of  opinion,  that  for- 
nication or  adultery,  which  our  Saviour  makes  to  be  the' 
only  just  cause  of  divorce,  was  to  be  understood  in  a  little 
more  extensive  sense,  so  as  to  make  it  include  not  only  car- 
nal fornication,  but  spiritual  fornication  also,  that  is,  idola- 
try and  apostacy  from  God,  and  all  crimes  of  the  like  nature. 
The  fathers  of  the  fourth  Council  of  Toledo  were  certainly 
of  this  opinion.  For  they  order,*  that  if  any  Jews  were 
married  to  Christian  women,  they  shall  be  admonished  by 
the  bishop  of  the  place,  that  if  they  desire  to  continue  with 


'  Basil.  Can.  9,  et  Horn.  7.  in  Hexaeraeron.  «  Aster.  Horn.  5, 

ap.  Combefis.  Biblioth.  Patr.  Auctar.  Nov.  t.  i.  p.  82.  ^  Hieron, 

Ep.  30.  in  Epitaph.  Fabiolze.     Et  Coment.  in  Mat.  19.  *  Con. 

Tolet.  4.  can.  62.  Judsei  qui  Christianas  mulieres  in  conjugio  habent,  admo. 
ncantur  ab  episcopo  civitatis  ipsius,  ut  si  cum  eis  perraanere  cuplunt,  Chris- 
tiani  efficiantur.  Quod  si  admoniti  noluerint,  separentur :  quia  non  potest 
infidelis  in  ejus  conjunctioue  perniancre,  quai  jam  in  Chrislianam  translala 
«st  fidemr 
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them,  they  should  become  Christians.  But  if  upon  such 
iidmonition  they  refused,  they  should  be  separated ;  be- 
cause an  infidel  cannot  continue  in  matrimonial  conjunction 
with  one  that  was  a  Christian.  And  St.  Austin  for  some 
time  was  clear  in  this  opinion.  For  in  his  exposition  of  the 
sermon  upon  the  mount,  he  says,^  idolatry,  which  the  infidels 
follow,  and  all  other  noxious  superstition,  is  fornication: 
and  the  Lord  permitted  the  wife  to  be  put  away  for  the 
cause  of  fornication.  Whence  he  argues  further,  that  if 
infidelity  be  fornication,  and  idolatry  be  infidelity,  and  co- 
vetousness  be  idolatry,  there  is  no  doubt  to  be  made  but  that 
covctousness  is  also  fornication.  Whence  he  likewise  con- 
cludes, that  for  unlawful  lusts,  not  only  such  as  arc  com- 
mitted by  carnal  uncieanrrcss  with  other  men  or  women,  but 
also  for  any  other  lusts,  which  make  the  soul  by  the  ill  use 
of  the  body  go  astray  from  the  law  of  God,  and  perniciously 
and  abominably  corrupt  it,  a  man  may  without  crime  put 
away  his  wife,  and  a  wife  her  husband,  because  the  Lord 
excepted  the  cause  of  fornication  ;  which  fornication  we 
are  compelled  to  take  in  the  most  general  and  universal 
sense.  St.  Austin  advances  the  same  notion  in  many  other 
places  :*  yet  in  his  Retractations  he  speaks  a  little  more 
doubtfully  of  this  matter,  and  says,^  "  It  is  a  very  dark  and 
dubious  question,  whether  a  man  may  put  away  his  wife  for 
this  sort  of  spiritual  fornication  ;  but  for  carnal  fornication. 


'  Aug.  de  Serm.  Dom.  in  Monto.  lib*  i.  cap.  16.  Iclololatria,  quam  se- 
quuntur  iiifideles,  et  quiclibet  noxia  superstitio  fornicatio  est.  Dominus 
autem  perinisit  caiisft  fornicptionis  uxorem  diniitti. Si  iiifuleiitas  fornica- 
tio est.  it  jdololatiia  inlidelitas,  el  avaiiliu  idoloiatria,  non  est  iluliitaiuliini 
et  avariliain  fornicationem  esse.  Qiiis  ergo  jam  ([uanilibet  iilicitani  concu- 
pisci'nliarn  potest  recte  u  fornicationis  genere  separare,  si  avaritia  lornicatio 
est?  Ex  quo  intelligitur,  quod  propler  illicitas  concii|)isconlias,  non  tantiim 
qua:  in  stupris  cum  alienis  viris  aut  fa-minis  connuitluiitur,  scd  oronino  quas- 
libet,  qutc  aniinain  corpore  mali^  utentem  a  lege  IJei  aberrare  faciuut,  et  per- 
niciose  turpitercpie  corrunqjunt,  possit  sine  crimine  et  vir  uxorem  dinuttere, 
ct  uxor  Tirum,  ((uia  exceptum  facit  Dominus  causam  fornicationis  :  quaiu 
fornicationem  generalem  et  universalem  intelligere  coginmr. 
'  Aug.  de  Adulterinis  Conjugiis.  lib.  i.  cap.  18.  tom.  ^i.  de  Fide  et  Oper. 
cap.  I().     KpistSl).  ad  Hilarium.  in  Respons.  ad  (^ua:sl.  \.  ^  Aug. 

Hclracial.  lib.  i.  cap.  10. 


CHAP,    v.]  CHRISTIAN    CHURCH.  281 

that  be  may  put  her  away,  is  beyond  all  question,"  Hence 
it  appears,  that  this  was  no  very  current  doctrine  in  the 
Church :  and  yet  there  appear  some  footsteps  of  it  before 
St.  Austin.  For  Hermes  Pastor  has  the  same  notion  of  for- 
nication :•  "  Adultery,"  says  he,  "  is  not  only  in  those,  who 
defile  their  own  flesh  :  but  every  one  commits  adultery  that 
makes  an  idol.  Therefore  if  a  woman  so  commits  adultery, 
and  perseveres  therein  without  repentance,  depart  from  her, 
and  live  no  longer  with  her  ;  for  otherwise  thou  wilt  be  par- 
taker of  her  sin."  And  Origen^  is  generally  reckoned  by 
learned  men^  as  an  assertor  of  this  opinion,  that  if  a  woman 
was  guilty  of  other  crimes  equal  to,  or  greater  than  forni- 
cation ;  as,  if  she  was  a  sorceress,  or  a  murderer  of  her 
children,  or  the  like  ;  that  for  such  crimes  she  might  be 
lawfully  divorced.  But  these  authorities  are  not  sufficient 
to  counterbalance  the  former,  and  therefore  I  reckon  this 
but  a  private  opinion  in  the  Church,  for  the  three  first  ages. 

Sect.  3.— This  later  Opinion  from  the  Time  of  Constantine  much  counte- 
nanced by  the  Laws  of  thtrState.     1st.  By  Constantine  himself. 

But  when  Constantine  came  to  the  imperial  throne,  the 
laws  of  the  State  all  turned  this  way,  and  were  made  in  fa- 
vour of  divorce  upon  other  causes  besides  that  of  carnal 
fornication.  Women  indeed  had  not  immediately  in  all  re- 
spects the  same  privilege  as  men  :  but  yet  for  three  crimes, 
specified  in  one  of  Constantine's  laws,*  each  sort  were  at 
liberty  to  make  divorces.  The  man  was  at  liberty  to  give  a 
bill  of  divorce  to  his  wife,  if  she  was  either  an  adultress,  or 
a  sorceress,  or  a  bawd  :  and  the  woman  on  the  other  hand 
might  give  a  bill  of  divorce  to  her  husband,  if  he  was  a 
murderer,  or  a  sorcerer,  or  a  robber  of  graves :  but  for  being 
a  drunkard,  or  a  gamester,  or  a  fornicator,  she  had  no  power 


'  Herni.  Pastor,  lib.  ii.  Mandat.  4.     Non  solum  racechatio  est  illis,  qui 
carnem  suam  coinquinant :  sed  et  is  qui  simulacrum  facit,  mocchatur.     Quod 
si  in  his  factis  perseverat,  et  poenitentiam  non  agit,  recede  ab  illci,  et  noli 
convivcre  cum  illS,;  alioquin  et  tu  particeps  eris  peccati  ejus. 
»  Orig.  Horn.  7.  in  Mat.  »  Vid.  Grotius  in  Mat.  v.  32.     Et  Sel- 

den.  Uxor.  Hcbr.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xxxi.  p.  60'i.  *  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii, 

lit.  16.  Do  Uepudiis.  log.  1. 
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against  him.  And  liere  was  the  great  inequality  between 
the  n>an  and  the  woman,  that  the  man  had  hberty  by  this 
law  to  put  away  his  wife  for  adultery;  but  the  woman  had 
not  the  same  privilege  against  an  adulterous  husband.  And 
this  is  a  thing  frequently  complained  of  by  the  ancient 
writers,  who  thought  the  man  and  the  woman  were  upon 
the  same  foot  and  right  by  the  law  of  God,  and  that  a  woman 
ought  to  have  as  much  power  to  })ut  away  a  fornicating 
husband,  as  an  husband  to  put  a\\ay  a  lewd  wife.  And  as 
Gothofred  observes,'  there  were  some  old  Roman  laws, 
which  made  the  privilege  equal :  as  the  rescript  of  Anto- 
nine,  mentioned  by  St.  Austin,^  and  the  judgment  of  Ulpian 
in  the  Pandects.^  But  notwithstanding  these  laws,  custom 
prevailed  on  the  men's  side,  to  give  them  licence  to  dismiss 
their  wives  for  fornication,  or  even  any  slight  cause,  without 
allowing  the  same  privilege  to  the  woman.  As  Gothofred 
there  evinces  from  the  complaints  made  by  Lactantius,* 
Gregory  Nazianzen,*  Asterius  Amasenus,^  Chrysostom/ 
Jerom,*  and  several  others.  And  Constantine  was  much 
inclined  to  correct  these  abuses  and  inequality  of  privileges 
in  the  matter  of  divorce  between  men  and  women :  but  in 
the  first  beginnings  of  reformation  he  could  not  do  every 
thing-  as  he  piously  intended  ;  and  therefore  was  in  a  man- 
ner constrained  to  make  this  law  with  some  inequality  to 
women,  who  might  be  put  away  for  fornication,  though 
they  might  not  for  the  same  crime  put  away  their  husbands. 
But  as  he  in  some  measure  restrained  the  great  liberty  of 
divorcing  upon  any  occasion,  which  the  heathen  laws  before 
had  allowed  men,  so  he  granted  men  liberty  in  more  cases 
to  put  away  their  wives,  than  had  been  generally  thought 
consistent  before  with  the  strict  interpretation  of  the  law  of 
Christ.  For  that,  as  1  shewed  before,  takes  the  exception 
of  fornication  or  adultery  in  the  strictest  sense :  but  Con- 


'  Gotliofn-d  ill  Locum.  *  Aug.  Dc  AdultiMin.  Conjug.  lib.  ii. 

Et  Dc  Bono  Conjugali.  ^  I'andcct.  lib.  xlviii.  til.  5.  ad  Legem. 

Jul.  de  Adulter,  li-g.  xvi.  n.  5.  *  Lactam,  lib.  \i.  cap.  23. 

^  Naz.  Oral.  31.  *  Abler.  Horn.  5.  '  Clirys.  Horn. 

I!>.  in  1  Cor.  ITom.  5.  in  I  Tlics.  *  Hicron.  Epilapli.  Tabioia'.  Ep.  30. 
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stantine  allowed  divorce  in  cases,  that  cannot  be  called  for- 
nication in  the  strict  sense,  but  require  a  much  larger  inter- 
pretation. And  whether  he  consulted  the  Christian  bishops 
at  that  time  before  he  made  his  law  ;  or  whether  the  bishops 
then  had  that  extensive  notion  of  fornication  including*  other 
great  crimes,  such  as  murder,  sorcery,  sacrilege,  and  the 
like,  as  Mr.  Selden  supposes  they  had,  is  what  I  will  not 
venture  to  assert,  because  many  in  those  times  were  of  a 
different  opinion. 

Sect.4.— Theu  byHonorius. 

However  it  is  certain,  that  the  following  emperors  trod  in 
the  same  steps,  still  adding-  more  causes  of  divorce  to  the 
first  three,  which  Constantine  had  allowed.  For  Honorius 
not  only  allowed  of  divorces  both  in  men  snd  women  for 
g"reat  crimes,  but  also  gave  way  to  divorces  for  lesser 
faults,  only  imposing"  a  slight  penalty  upon  them.  For 
by  one  of  his  laws,*  a  man  for  great  crimes  might 
put  away  his  wife,  and  recover  both  his  espousal-gifts 
and  dowry,  and  marry  again  as  soon  as  he  pleased: 
and  for  lesser  faults  he  might  put  her  away  without 
any  other  punishment  than  loss  of  the  dowry,  and  con- 
finement not  to  marry  within  two  years.  So  that  here  was 
plainly  permitted  a  greater  liberty  of  divorce  than  had  been 
allowed  by  the  law  of  Constantine  before.  Which  made 
Asterius  Amasenus  complain,^  as  we  have  heard  before,  that 
husbands  were  mere  hucksters  in  marriage;  changing*  their 
wives  as  they  did  their  clothes  ;  building  new-bride  cham- 
bers as  often  and  as  easily  as  they  did  their  shops  at  fairs ; 
marrying  the  portion  and  the  goods,  and  making  wives  a 
mere  gain  and  merchandize ;  for  any  little  offence  presently 


1  Cod.  Th.  lib.  iii.  tit.  16.  De  Repudiis.  leg.  2.  Si  divortiuin  maritus 
objecerit,  ac  mulieri  grave  crimen  intuleiit,  persequaturlegibus  accusalain, 
impetrataque  vindictS  et  dote  potiatur  et  suam  rccipiat  largitatem,  et  ducendi 
mox  alteram  liberum  fortiatur  arbitrium.  Si  vero  morum  est  culpa,  non 
criminum,  donatlonem  rccipiat,  et  dotem  relinquat,  aliam  post  bicnnium  duc- 
turus  uxorem.  ^  j\ster.  Horn.  v.  ap.  Combetis.  Auctar.. 

Hov.  torn.  i,p.  82.. 
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writing  a  bill  of  divorce,  and  leaving-  many  widows  alive  at 
once.  And  Gothofred  himself  complains,  that  this  was  the 
great  blemish  of  this  age  :'  for  it  had  been  more  agreeable 
to  the  divine  law,  not  to  have  suffered  such  divorces  at  all, 
rather  than  to  have  allowed  them  only  with  such  slight 
penalties  put  upon  them. 

Sect.  5. — And  Theodosius  Junior. 

But  Theodosius  junior  went  yet  a  little  further  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  his  reign.  For  he  abrogated  the  two  preceding 
laws  of  Constantine  and  Honorius,  and  reduced  back  again 
into  use  the  old  Roman  laws  about  divorces,  by  a  novel, 
anno  439,  which  runs  in  these  terms  :^  we  command  that 
marriages  be  contracted  by  mutual  consent;  but  when  they 
are  contracted,  they  shall  not  be  dissolved  otherwise  than 
by  giving  a  bill  of  divorce.  But  in  giving  a  bill  of  divorce, 
and  making  enquiry  into  the  causes  or  faults  proper  to  be 
alleged  for  divorce,  we  think  it  hard  to  exceed  the  rules  of 
the  ancient  laws.  Therefore  now  abrog-atine:  those  consti- 
tutions,  which  command  heavy  penalties  to  be  laid  upon 
husbands  or  wives  dissolving  marriage,  we  by  this  constitu- 
tion appoint,  that  divorces,  and  faults  alleged  as  reasons  for 
divorce,  and  the  punishments  of  such  faults,  be  reduced  to 
the  ancient  laws  and  the  answers  of  the  prudent.  But  this 
abrogation  of  those  two  former  laws,  as  Mr.  Selden  ob- 
serves,'' was  doubtless  displeasing  to  very  many,  as  seeming 
to  introduce  again  the  licentiousness  of  old  Paganism  in 
the  matter  of  divorces,  and  to  permit  them  to  be  made  for 
any  fault  or  crime  whatsoever.  Therefore  within  a  few 
years  Theodosius  himself  revoked  this  constitution,  making 


'  Gothofred.  in  Die*.  Leg.  Ilonorii.  '^  Theodos.  Novel. 

17.  ad  Calcein  Cod.  Tii.  Consensu  licita  malrimonia  posse  contrahi,  con- 
tracta  non  nisi  inisso  rcpudio  dissolvi  prffcipimiis.— Sed  in  repudio  culpfique 
divortii  perquirendfi,  (hiruin  est  legum  vottruni  moderamen  excedere.  Ideo 
constitutionibus  abrogatis,  qua:  nunc  niariluin  nunc  muliereni  niatrinionio 
soluto  pnccipiunt  poenis  fjravissimis  coorcori,  hfic  constilulione  ropudia, 
cut  pas,  culpanimque  coiicrtiones  ad  veferos  leges  responsaqiio  prudentunt 
icvocari  (•iiisfiiiuh.  ''Selden.  I'xor.  Ilcbr.  p.  5(>7. 
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another  law,  anno  449.  wherein  he  specified  more  particu- 
larly the  causes,  for  which  either  man  or  woman  might  law- 
fully give  a  bill  of  divorce,^  If  any  woman  found  her  hus- 
band to  be  an  adulterer,  or  a  murderer,  or  a  sorcerer,  or  at- 
tempting any  thing  against  the  government,  or  guilty  of 
perjury  ;  or  could  prove  him  a  robber  of  graves,  or  a  robber 
of  churches,  or  guilty  of  robbery  upon  the  highway,  or  a 
receiver  or  encourager  of  robbers,  or  guilty  of  plagiary  or 
man-stealing;  or  that  he  associated  openly  in  her  sight  with 
lewd  women  ;  or  that  he  insidiously  made  attempt  upon  her 
life  by  poison  or  sword  or  any  other  way  ;  or  that  he  beat 
her  with  stripes  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  free-born  women: 
m  ail  these  cases  she  had  liberty  to  right  herself  by  a  bill  of 
divorce,  and  make  her  separation  good  against  him  at  the 
law.  In  like  manner  if  the  husband  could  prove  his  wife  to 
be  an  adulteress,  or  a  sorceress,  or  a  murderer,  or  a  plagiary, 
or  a  robber  of  graves,  or  a  robber  of  churches,  or  an  har- 
bourer  of  robber :  or  that  she  feasted  with  strangers  against 
his  knowledg-e  or  his  will ;  or  that  she  lodged  out  all  night 
without  any  just  and  probable  cause  against  his  consent ;  or 
that  she  frequented  the  games  of  the  circus,  or  the  theatre, 
or  the  place  where  the  gladiators  or  fencers  used  to  fight, 
against  his  prohibition  ;  or  that  she  made  attempts  upon  his 
life  by  poison  or  sword  or  any  other  way ;  or  was  partaker 
with  any  that  conspired  against  the  government ;  or  guilty 
of  any  false  witness  or  perjury;  or  laid  bold  hands  upon  her 
husband  :  in  all  these  cases  the  man  had  equal  liberty  to  give 
his  wife  a  bill  of  divorce,  and  make  his  action  good  against  her 
at  the  law.  But  if  the  woman  divorced  herself  without  any 
of  the  foresaid  reasons,  she  was  to  forfeit  her  dowry  and  es- 
pousal-gifts, and  to  remain  five  years  without  marrying 
again.  And  if  she  pretended  to  marry  within  that  time,  she 
was  to  be  reputed  infamous,  and  her  marriage  to  be  reckon- 
ed as  nothing.  But  if  she  rightly  proved  her  cause,  she 
was   to   recover  her  dowry  and  antenuptial  gifts,  and  had 


'  Cod.  Just.  lib.  V.  lit.  17.    De  Repudiis.  leg-.  8, 
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liberty  to  marry  again  within  a  year.  And  if  the  man  made 
good  his  action  ag-ainst  the  woman,  he  might  retain  the 
dowry  and  espousal-gifts,  and  marry  again  as  soon  as  he 
pleased. 

Sect.  6. — And  Valentinian  the  Third. 

Not  long  after  Valentinian  III.  published  a  novel,  wherein 
abolishing  the  old  Roman  practice  of  making  divorces  with- 
out any  other  cause  but  mere  consent  of  both  parties,  which 
though  forbidden  by  Constantine,  was  crept  into  use  again, 
he  reflects  upon  the  first  novel  of  Theodoslus,  which  also 
permitted  such  divorces  by  mutual  consent ;  and  ordered,* 
that  the  decrees  of  Constantius,  or  rather  Constantine,  for  so 
it  should  be  read,  concerning  the  dissolution  of  marriage 
should  be  observed,  permitting  none  to  dissolve  their  mar- 
riage barely  by  mutual  consent. 

Sect.  7.— And  Anastasius. 

Yet  notwithstanding  this,  Anastasius  about  the  year  497, 
brought  in  that  antiquated  practice  again.  For  though  he 
commended  the  last  constitution  of  Theodosius  junior  as  an 
excellent  law,  yet  he  relaxed  the  force  of  it  in  this  one 
point;  ordering,^  that  if  a  divorce  was  made  by  mutual  con- 
sent of  the  man  and  woman,  without  alleging  any  of  those 
causes  against  each  other  that  are  mentioned  in  Theodo- 
sius's  law,  the  divorce  should  be  allowed;  and  the  woman 
should  not  be  obliged  to  wait  five  years  before  she  married, 
as  some  former  laws  directed,  but  after  one  year  was  expired, 


'Valentin.  Novol.  l"i.  De  Episcopali  Judicio.  c.  vii.  In  ipsorum  matri- 
moniorum  revcrcntifl,  et  vinculo,  ne  passim  et  tcmcre  dcscrantur,  antiquat& 
novella  It'g'e,  quic  solvi  conjugia  solfi  contraria  voluiitati"  perniiserat,  ea 
quffi  a  Divo  Patre  Nostro  Constantio  di'cri'ta  sunt,  intetncrata  sc^rvenlur. 

^  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  v.  tit.  17.  Dc  Ropudiis.  \vg.  9.  Si  constanle  matriino.- 
nio,  conimuni  consensu  lam  viri  quuin  mulii'iis  repudium  sit  missuni,  quo 
nulla  causa  continrlur  quiu  consultissimu;  constilutioni  Diva;  Meniorise  The- 
odosii  ct  Valenliniani  insfrta  est,  licebit  niulit-ii  non  quinquennium  ex- 
pectare,  sed  post  annum  ad  secundas  nuptias  convolarc. 
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she  should  have  free  liberty  to    marry  as   she   pleased  a 
second  time. 


Sect.  8. — ^nd  Justinian. 

Thus  stood  the  business  of  divorces  in  the  civil  law  to  the 
time  of  Justinian,*  anno  528.  when  by  a  new  decree  of  his 
own  he  not  only  confirmed  all  the  causes  of  divorce  that 
had  been  declared  legal  by  the  long  constitution  of  Theo- 
dosius,  but  added  one  more  to  them  which  had  never  been 
mentioned  before  ;  viz.  the  case  of  imbecility  in  the  man  ; 
whom  the  wife  after  two  years  for  this  reason  might  put 
away  by  a  bill  of  divorce.  And  this  he  again  repeats  in  one 
of  his  novels/  only  with  this  difference,  that  instead  of  two 
years  there  should  be  allowed  three.  In  another  law  he 
adds  to  all  the  former  causes  of  divorce  these  that  follow,^ 
viz.  if  the  wife  industriously  use  means  to  cause  abortion  ; 
or  be  so  lewd  and  luxurious,  as  to  go  into  a  common  bath 
with  men  ;  or  endeavour,  when  she  is  in  matrimony,  to  be 
married  to  another  man.  But  he  hereby  cancelled  and  abo- 
lished all  such  ancient  laws  as  allowed  of  divorce  for  light 
and  trivial  causes.  He  repeats  the  same  causes  of  divorce 
in  other  novels,  and  adds  to  them  some  other  cases.  As  if 
a  man  or  woman  was  minded  to  betake  themselves  to 
a  monastic  life,  they  might  then  give  a  bill  of  divorce 
without  alleging  any  other  cause  of  separation.*  Which 
was  a  new  law  of  Justinian's :  for  this  was  never 
allowed  as  a  just  cause  of  divorce  before.  He  allowed  also 
that  a  bill  of  divorce  might  be  given  in  case  either  party  was 
a  long  time  detained  in  captivity.  Which  sort  of  divorces 
were  said  to  be  made  cum  bond  gratia,^  not  for  any  crime, 
but  as  it  is  called,  for  other  reasonable  causes.     Thus  stood 


•  Cod.  Justin,  lib.  v.  leg.  10.  «  Justin.  Novel.  22. 

cap.  6.  »Cod.  Just.  Ibid.  leg.  11.  ♦Just. 

Novel.  117.  cap.  12.  It  cod.  lib.  i.  tit.  3.  do  Episc.   et  Cler.   Leg.  53.     See 
also  Novel.  ISi.  cap.  11.  *  Novel.  «2. 
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the  matter  of  divorces  in  the  time  of  Justinian,  when  the 
civil  law  was  fully  revived  and  settled  in  the  Roman  empire. 
What  new  laws  or  alterations  were  afterward  made  by 
other  princes  either  in  the  East  or -West  to  the  time  of  the 
reformation,  the  reader  that  pleases  may  see  in  Mr,  Selden,^ 
who  carries  the  history  down  to  the  last  ages :  but  this  is 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  present  discotirse,  which  is  desig-ned 
only  to  account  for  the  practice  of  Church  or  state  in  the 
primitive  ages. 


Selden.Uxor.  Ilcbr.  lib.  iii.  cap.  29,  SO,  Sec. 
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BOOK  XXIIt. 

OF  FUNERAL  RITES,  OR  THE  CUSTOM  AND  MAN^ 
NER  OF  BURYING  THE  DEAD,  OliSERVED  IN 
THE    ANCIENT    CHURCH. 


CHAP.   I. 

Of  Cemeteries,  or  Burying  Places,  with  an  Enquiry,  how 
and  when  the  Custom  of  Burying  in  Churches  first  came 
in. 

Sect.  1. — A  Cemetery  a  common  Name  for  a  Burying'  Place  and  a  Church. 
How  this  came  to  pass. 

Before  we  say  any  thing*  of  the  sacred  rites  and  customs, 
observed  in  burying"  the  dead,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give 
some  account  of  the  place  where  they  were  buried.  That 
the  Christians  had  anciently  some  places  peculiar  to  them- 
selves for  burying  their  dead,  is  evident  from  hence,  that 
they  often  met  in  times  of  persecution  to  celebrate  divine 
service  at  the  graves  and  monuments  of  their  martyrs:  which 
had  not  been  proper  places  for  such  meetings, had  they  been 
common  to  them  with  the  heathens.  These  were  called  by 
a  general  name  Ko</jTrr»ipta,  Cosmeteria,  dormitories  or  sleep- 
ing places,   because  they  esteemed  death  but  a  sleep,  and 

VOL.   VII.  u 
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the  bodies  there  deposed  not  properly  dead,  but  only  laid 
to  sleej)  till  the  resnnection  should  awaken  them.  These 
were  otherwise  called  Arete  Sepulturarum,^  and  Cryptce^ 
because  they  were  vaults  often  made  under  ground,  where 
the  Christians  could  meet  with  greater  safety  to  hold  reli- 
gious assemblies  in  time  of  persecution.  Upon  which  ac- 
count, as  1  liave  noted  elsewhere,^  all  these  were  common 
names  both  of  burying-  places  and  places  of  religious  assem- 
blies. Wliencc  the  heathen:^  often,  when  they  would  for- 
bid Christians  to  hold  any  assemblies  for  divine  service,  for- 
bade them  their  Arecs ;  as  in  that  place  of  TertuUian, 
"  Area  non  sint, — Let  the  Christians  have  none  of  their 
Areee  to  meet  in  f  *  and  the  like  prohibitions  we  find  in 
other  places.  So  in  like  manner  yEmylian,  the  Roman  Pre- 
fect, tells  Dionysius,  Bishop  of  Alexandria,*  that  they  should 
not  have  liberty  to  go  into  their  cemeteries,  as  they  called 
them,  and  there  hold  their  assemblies  for  divine  worship. 
In  all  which  places  it  is  evident  the  words  are  taken  promis- 
cuously both  for  burying  places  and  places  of  assembling 
for  religious  worship.  Which  would  incline  a  man  almost 
to  think,  were  there  not  otherwise  insuperable  arguments 
against  it,  that  it  was  the  ancient  custom  of  the  most  pri- 
mitive Christians  to  bur\^  in  churches. 


Sect.  2. — No  Burying  Places  in  Cities  or  Churches  for  the  first  Three 
Hundred  Years. 

But  upon  a  nicer  inquiry  and  more  exact  view,  we  are  sure 
there  neither  was  nor  could  be  any  burying  in  churches 
properly  speaking  for  the  first  three  hundred  years.  Neces- 
sity sometimes  forced  the  Christians,  during  this  interval, 
to  hold  their  assemblies  in  the  burying  places  of  the  mar- 
tyrs^ and  so   make  a   sort  of  extraordinary  and  temporary 


'    Terlul.  a('capul.  cap.  ili.  *  Hieron,  Com.  in  Ezck.  cap.  \\. 

"  Uook  Vm.  chap. i.  sect.  9.  ♦  Vid.  Tcrtul.  ad 

Srapnl.  r.  iii.     Et  Ciesta  Piirgationis  Csecilian.  ad  Calccin  Opt.iti.  p.  *J7'i  et 

277.     Item  Passio  Cypriani.  p.  xli.  *  Ap.  Euseb.  lib.  vli.  cap.  11.    OvSa- 

udic  tsfff'^flt  t'/*'''>  n  ovvoCovQ  noitiuOai,  »}  ilr  Ta  KnXovfifva  KOiiirtfiipia  ilcdvai. 
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churclies  of  them  ;  as  they  might  do  of  any  cave  or  place  of 
retirement  in  such  circumstances  :  for  as  Dionysius  of  Alex- 
andria well  words  it,*  "  Every  place  is  instead  of  a  temple 
in  time  of  persecution,  whether  it  be  a  field,  or  a  wilderness, 
or  a  ship,  or  an  inn,  or  a  prison."  But  this  occasional  use 
in  an  extraordinary  case  and  extreme  necessity,  does  not  pro- 
perly make  them  churches,  that  is,  places  set  apart  only  for 

divine  service.     And  therefore  the  occasional  meetingfs  of 
1         .    .  .  ....  ~ 

the  primitive  Christians  m  their  cemeteries,  or  at  the  graves 

and  monuments  of  the  martyrs,  did  not  as  yet  turn  them  into 
churches :  neither  can  it  be  said  with  any  propriety  upon 
this  account,  that  they  then  buried  in  churches,  but  onlv 
that  they  made  a  sort  of  extraordinary  churches  or  places  of 
occasional  assembly  at  the  g-raves  or  burying-  places  of  the 
dead.  Their  churches,  which  were  their  standing  and 
proper  churches,  were  chiefly  then  in  cities,  and  in  most 
places  it  maybe  in  cities  only:  and  the  Roman  laws  all 
that  time  forbade  all  burying  in  cities  to  persons  of  every 
rank  and  quality  whatsoever.  Consequently  the  Christians, 
who  lived  in  a  due  obedience  and  subjection  to  the  Roman 
laws  in  all  things  of  an  innocent  and  indifferent  nature,  no 
ways  interfering  with  the  necessary  rules  of  their  religion, 
were  as  ready  to  comply  with  this  innocent  law  or  custom 
as  any  others  :  and  that  is  an  undoubted  argument,  that  the 
Christians  neither  did  nor  could  then  bury  in  churches.  The 
heathens  indeed  themselves  sometimes  broke  through  the 
laws,  and  in  spite  of  prohibition  and  restraint  would  presume 
to  bury  in  cities  :  but  we  no  where  find  this  accusation  of 
transgressing  the  laws  in  this  particular  brought  against  the 
Christians ;  but  rather  the  Christians  objected  the  trans- 
gression of  it  to  the  heathens:  as  Savaro,  in  his  learned 
Notes  upon  Sidonius  Apollinaris,^  shews  out  of  several 
passages  of  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  Arnobius,  Lactantius, 
Julius  Firmicus,  Prudentius,  and  others.  It  was  one  of 
the  original  laws  of   the  Twelve    Tables,    "  In    Urbe  ne 


'  Ap.  Euseb.  lib.  vii.  cap.  22.  Savaro  in  Sidon.  lib.  iii.  Bp. 

19.  p. 208.     EtDallieusdeObiector.iUtas  Religiosi.  lib.  iv.  cap.  7,  p. 690. 

u  2 
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^ejK'Uto,  neve  iirllo,^ — Lef  no  one  hurij  or  burn  in  the  cift/." 
This  was  nfteiwartl  coiiliiiiKHl,  upon  some  tiansg-ression,  by 
a  decree  of  the  senate  when  Duellius  was  consul,  as  iSavaro 
shews  lurtlier  out  of  Servins's  observations  upon  Virg"il. 
And  then  for  some  time  the  practice  was  to  bury  only  in  the 
suburbs,  and  not  in  the  city,  as  the  same  author  shews  out 
of  I  ully,  Livy,  and  Ovid.  Afterward  upon  some  invasion 
niade  again  upon  the  hiw,  for  the  heathens  were  still  ambi- 
tious of  burying'  in  the  temples,  Hadrian  published  a  new 
edict  to  forbid  it,'^  laying  a  penalty  of  forty  pieces  of  gold 
upon  any  one  that  should  presume  to  bury  in  the  city,  and 
as  much  upon  the  judges  that  permitted  it ;  ordering  the 
place  to  be  confiscated,  and  the  body  to  be  removed  And 
no  municipal  or  private  laws  in  this  case,  IJIpian  says, 
were  to  be  regarded  against  the  general  law  of  the  prince. 
Antoninus  Pius,  successor  to  Hadrian,  revived  the  same  law, 
forbidding"  any  to  bury  the  dead  within  the  cities,  as  Julius 
Ca[)itolinus^  the  writer  of  his  life,  informs  us.  And  Gotho- 
fred*  cites  Paulus  the  eminent  lawyer,  as  concurring  in  the 
same  judgment,  and  giving  a  good  reason  for  it:  "  It  is  not 
lawful  for  any  corjise  to  be  buried  in  the  city,  that  the  sacred 
places  of  the  city  be  not  defiled."  Finally  Diocletian*  men- 
tions and  confirms  these  preceding  laws  by  a  law  of  his  own, 
wherein  he  gives  the  same  reason  against  burying  in  cities, 
as  Paulus  did  before.  Hence  it  was,  that  graves  and  monu- 
ments were  commonly  erected  by  the  highways' side  with- 
out the  cities,  as  Varro  an  ancient  Roman  writer  observes  ;" 


'  CJcpro  de  Lcgibua.  lib.  ii.  n.  58.  '  Ulpian.  in  Digest, 

lil).  xlvii.  tit.  12.  de  St'iiulcro  Vinlato.  Icsf.  3.  Diviis  lladrtanus  rescripto 
pccnam  .statuit  (iiiadia,u;iiita  aurcorum  in  eos,  qui  in  civitate  seiu-liuiit ;  et  In 
niauistiaUis  eadeni  i|ui  passi  sunt :  vt  locum  jjiiblicari  jussit.  et  corpus  trans- 
ftTii,&c.  *  Capitolin.  Vil.  Antonini  Pii.  p.  (iO.     Intra 

iirhcs  si'jxl'ri  moitnos  vctuit.  *  Paulus  SiMifcnt.  lib.  i.cap. 

idl.  ('<)r|)us  in  civilatcni  inlVrri  non  licet,  nc  fuucstcntur  sacra  civilalis:  et 
qui  contra  ea  fecrrit,  cxh'a  ordincin  punilur.  Ap.  (jothofred.  in  Cod.  Th.  lib. 
ix,  lit.  17.  de  Sepulciis  Violatis.  le-r.  O.  ''  Cod.  Justin,  lib. 

iii.tit.  •H'.  deReliciosis  et  Suniptibus  I'unerum.  lejf.12.  Mortuorum  reliquias, 
ne  sanctum  niunicipiuium  Jus  polluatur,  intra  civitatem  cundi  janiprideni 
velilum  est.  *  Varro  de  I/ingua  I^alinft.  lib.  v.  cited  by 

Cifiliiofied.  Sipulchra  idco  secundum  viani  sunt,  quo  pnrtercuntes  ndnione- 
ant,  el  se  lui^^s#.  el  illos  esse  mortales.  Vid.  Tertul.  de  Testimonio  Animsu. 
cup.  t 
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i^iving-  a  further  reason  for  it,  that  passengers  ini«iht  be  ad- 
monished that  they  themselves  were  mortal,  as  well  as  those 
that  lay  buried  there.  Aug^ustus  and  Tiberius  were  buried 
in  the  J'ia  Appia,^  and  Domltian  in  the  J'ia  Latiaa.^  And 
aecording'ly  Juvenal  speaks  of  thedead  in  g"eneral,^as  those 
that  lay  buried  in  the  Via  Flaminia  and  Lafina.*  St.  Peter 
upon  this  account  was  buried  in  the  17a  Triumphalis  be- 
yond the  Tiber,  as  St.  Jeroni  informs  us:^  and  St.  Paul  in 
the  Via  Osiiensis,  three  miles  without  the  gate  of  the  city,*"' 
as  the  same  author  and  all  others,  that  speak  of  their  deaths, 
assure  us.  Nay,  Sidonius  Apollinaris  assures  us  further, 
that  the  place  where  St.  Peter  was  buried,  though  there  was 
then  a  church  built  over  it,  was  still  in  his  time.  Anno  470, 
without  the  Ponweria,  or  space  before  the  v^alls  of  Rome. 
For  speaking'  of  his  journey  to  Rome,  he  says,  before  ever 
he  came  at  the  Pomceria  of  the  city,  he  went  and  saluted  the 
church  of  the  Apostles,  which  stood  in  the  1  m  Triampha^ 
lis.  Sidon.  Lib.  1.  Ep.  5.  "  Priusquam  vel  Poincena  contin- 
(jerim,  Triumphalibus  Aposlolurum  hmintbus  oJf'usuSy  &c.'' 
Which  implies  that  his  monument  and  church  was  still 
without  the  walls.  And  so  generally  the  graves  and  monu- 
ments of  the  martyrs  are  spoken  of  as  being  without  the 
cilies.  As  St.  Cyprian's-  in  the  Via  Mappaliensis.  And 
Sixtus  in  the  cemetery  of  Calixtus  in  the  Via  Afpia^an^  his 
six  deacons  in  the  cemetery  of  Prsetextatus,  Via  Appia  ;  and 
St.  Laurence  in  the  Crypia,  Via  Tiburtina.  And  upon  this 
account  in  after  afics,  when  thev  held  assemblies  at  the 
monuments  of  the  martyrs,  we  always  find  them  speakmg- 
of  going- out  of  the  cities  into  the  country,  where  the  mar- 
tyrs lay  buried.  Thus  Chrysostom  in  one  of  his  Homilies 
upon  the  Martyrs  says,'-*  "  As  before  when  the  festival  of  the 


*  Seneca,  Apocolocynth.  Claud.  Appire  Viae  curator  est,  qua  scis  et  Divuiu 
Augustum  el  Tiberium  Ca:sarem  ad  Deos  isse.  *  Suetoii. 

Vit.Domitiaiii.  cap.  17.  ^  Juveiuil.  Sal.  i.  in  Que.  Quorum 

Flni'.iinia  te<};ilur  ciiiis  atque  LatiiiTi.  *  V'id.  plura  ap.  Dempster, 

ill  Kosini  Auliq.  Iloui.  lib.  v.  cap.  ult.  p.  1006.  •^  Ilieron.  de 

Scriptor.  cap.   1.  ^  Ibid. cap.  5.  '  Passio 

Clypriani.  p.  U.  ^Pontiiical.  Vi(.  fciixli. 

-  (Jlirys.  Horn.  65.  de  Marlyiibus.  t,  v.  p.  97-2. 
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iMaccabees  was  celebrated,  all  the  countr}'  came  throngitig- 
into  the  city  :  so  now,  when  the  festival  of  the  martyrs,  who 
lie  buried  in  the  country,  is  celebrated,  it  was  fit  the  whole 
city  should  remove  thither."  In  like  manner,  speaking  of  the 
festival  of  Drosis  the  martyr,  he  says,'  "  Though  they  had 
spiritual  entertainment  in  the  city;  yet  their  going  out  to  the 
saints  in  the  country  afforded  them  both  great  profit  and 
pleasure."  P'rom  all  which  it  is  evident  to  a  demonstration, 
that  for  the  three  first  centuries  the  Christians  neither  did 
nor  could  bury  in  the  cities  or  city-churches,  because  the 
Roman  laws,  with  which  they  readily  complied,  were  abso- 
lutely against  it.  If  afterwards  at  any  time  we  meet  with 
martyrs  lying  in  churches,  that  is  only  to  be  understood  of 
the  relics  of  martyrs  translated  into  the  city-cliurches,  or  of 
churches  newly  built  in  the  country  over  the  graves  and 
monuments  of  tlie  martyrs.  Neither  which  has  any  relation 
at  all  to  burying  in  churches ;  because  the  one  was  only  the 
translation  of  their  ashes  in  an  urn  some  ages  after,  and  the 
other  rather  an  erecting  of  new  churches  in  the  places 
where  the  martyrs  lay  buried  some  ages  before,  than  any 
proper  burial  of  the  martyrs  in  churches.  Thougli  this  gave 
the  first  occasion  in  future  times  to  the  innovation  that  was 
made  in  this  matter  of  burvino-  in  churches,  as  we  shall  see 
more  hereafter. 

Sect.  3. — But  either  in  IVIomiinenfs   erected  by  tlie  Public,  or  in  Vaults  and 
Catacombs  in  tlic  Fields  under  Ground. 

IMeanwhile  let  it  be  observed,  that  the  common  way  of 
burying,  for  this  interval  of  three  liumlred  years,  was  either 
in  graves  with  monuments  set  over  them  in  the  public  roads, 
or  else  in  vaults  and  catacombs  for  greater  safety  made  in 
the  fields  and  under  ground.  For  that  they  had  such  vatilts 
for  this  purjK)se,  called  Crypfa'  and  Arenoria,  from  their 
V)elng  digged  [)rivalely  in  the  sand  under  grountl  is  evident 
both  from  the  ancient  ana  niodern  accounts  of  them.  Baro- 
nius  tells  us^  there  were  about  fortv-three  such  in  the  sub- 


'  Chrys.  Horn.  07.  in  Drosidein.  I.  t.  p.  9S9.  •  Baron,  an. 

■J26.  n.  9. 
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urbs    of    Rome:    and    Onuphiius    gives    us    a    particular 
account  of  their  names,'  taken  from  the  names  of  their  foun- 
ders, or  such  charitable  persons  as  were  at  the  pains  or 
charge  to  build  or  repair  them  :  and,  what  is  chiefly  remark- 
able, he  tells  us  the  places  where  they  were,  viz.  not  in  the 
city,  but  in  the  ways  or  roads  without  the  walls,  leading- from 
Rome    to    other    places,    as    the     I'ia     Appia,    Aurelia, 
Ostieiisis,   Nomentana,   Tiburiina,   Latina,  Salaria,  Fla- 
minia,  Portuensis,  Ardeatina,  Lavicana,  &c.     Which  are 
the  known  roads   leading- to  the  neighbouring- cities  about 
Rome.      And  by  this  we    may  understand  what  St.  Jerom 
means,  when  he  says,^  it  was  his  custom,  when  he  was  a  boy 
at   school  in   Rome,  on    Sundays  to  go  about  and  visit  the 
sepulchres  of  the  Apostles  and  martyrs,  and   often  to  enter 
into  the  vaults,   which  were  digged  deep  into  the  ground, 
and  on  each  side  as  one  went  in,  had  along  by  the  walls  the 
bodies  of   such   as    lay  buried:  and  were   so  dark,   that  to 
enter  in  them  was  in  the  Psalmist's  language,  almost  like 
*'  going  down  alive  into  hell :"  the  light  from  above  peeped  in 
but  here  and  there,  a  little  to  take  off  the  horror  of  darkness, 
not  so  much  by  windows  as  little  holes  and  cranies,  which 
still  left  a  dark  night  within,  and  terrified  the  minds  of  such, 
as  had  the  curiosity  to  visit  them,  with   silence  and  horror 
This  is  to  be  understood,  not  of  any  places  within  the  city, 
but  of   those  vaults  which  lay  by  tl'.e  several  ways  round 
about  Rome.     And  the  description  agrees  very  well  with  the 
account  which   Baronius  gives   of  one  of  them,*  called  the 
cemetery  of  Priscilla,  discovered  in  his  time,  Anno  1578,  in 
the    Via    Salaria,    about   three  miles   from    Rome.       He 
says,   at     the    entrance    of    it    there    was    one    principal 
way,   which     on    either    side    opened    into    divers    other 
ways,   and   those  again    divided    into  other    lesser    ways, 
like   lanes   in    a    city;    there    were  also    some  void   open 
places  fitted  for  their  holding  of  religious  assemblies,  which 

'  Onuphr.  de  Ccemiteriis.  cap.  12.  *  Hieron.  in  Ezek. 

cap.  40.  p.63(i.  Duni  essoin  Romse  puor— Solebam  Diebus  Dominicis  Sepnl- 
chra  Apostoloium  et  Maityrura  circiiire,  crebroque  cryptas  ingredi,  quae  in 
terrarnni  profunda  defossa,  ex  utr^que  parte  ingredientium  per  parietesi 
habent  corpora  sepultorura,  &c.  •  Baron,  an.  120.  n.  i. 
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had  in  tliem  the  cfli^*ies  and  representations  of  martyrs. 
And  likewise  there  were  lioles  at  the  top  of  it  to  let  in  lig'ht, 
bnt  these  were  lonir-  ag"o  stopped  up.  These  catacombs  of 
Rome  have  made  the  ji^reatest  noise  in  the  workl,  but  there 
were  fuch  belong-in^  to  many  other  cities.  Bishop  Burnet 
describes  those  of  Naples,  which,  he  >:ays,'  are  without  the 
city,  and  much  more  noble  and  spacious  than  those  of  Rome. 
He  supposes  tliem  to  be  made  by  the  heathens,  and  not  by 
the  Christians  :  which  is  not  a  dispute  material  in  our  present 
enquiry  :  becanse,  whether  tliey  were  made  by  the  one  or 
the  other,  probably  some  were  made  by  each,*  they  were  still 
without  the  w  alls  of  the  cities  ;  which  is  enoug-h  to  our  pre- 
sent purpose.  And  to  this  agrees  the  testimony  of  that 
ancient  writer  under  the  name  of  St.  Chrysostom,  who  says 
in  g-eneral,^  that  every  city,  nay,  every  village  had  their 
graves  or  burying-  places  before  the  entrances  into  them, 
that  they,  who  went  in,  might  first  consider  what  they  them- 
selves were,  before  they  set  a  foot  into  the  cities  flourishing* 
with  riches,  dignity,  and  power.  "  There  are  graves  before 
cities,  and  graves  before  fields  :  every  where  the  school  of 
hiimiHty  lies  before  our  eyes."  Now  I  think,  upon  the  whole 
we  can  hardly  have  better  proof  of  any  thing  than  we  have 
of  this,  whether  we  consider  law  or  fact,  that  for  the  first 
three  hundred  years  under  the  Heathen  Emperors  the  gene- 
ral rule  and  custom  was  to  bury  without  the  walls  of  the 
cities,  and  consc(juentIy  neither  in  cities  nor  city-churches, 
unless  by  some  connivance  or  transgression. 

Hegesippns  indeed,  and  iMisebius  (lib.  il.  cap.  23.),  and 
St.  Jerom  after  them,  say,  that  St.  James,  Bishop  of  Jcrn- 
Halem,  was  buried  in  the  city,  near  the  temple  where  he  was 
slain:  Init  St.  Jerom  owns  there  were  some  who  thought  ho 
was  buried  upon  Mount  Olivet ;  whicii  is  much  more  proha- 
])le,    because  it  is  certain  from   the  Gospel,  that  it  was  the 


•  Burnet's  Travels.  Letter  iv.  p.  201.  '  Clirisliiin 

Catacombs  are  ineiitioiieil  in  a  very  ancient  book  called,  Dcpositio  iNIarlynini, 
cited  by  Bishop  Pearson,  Annal.  C^yprian.  an.  *J5S.  p.  {Vi. 

■  Chrys.  Horn.  17.  dcFide  el  I^cgc  Naturtc.  t.  6.  p.  ISl.  Ilntra  ttoXic,  roan 
KMfirj  TTjJo  rwi/  tiffotwr  Tafai;  i\ii,  &c.  Vid.  TcituI,  (Ic  Tealinion.  Aninitc. 
rap.  4. 
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custom  of  tlie  Jews  to  bury  without  the  city,  Matth.  xxvii. 
GO.  Luke  vii.  12.  John  xi.  30.  And  Eusebius,  speaking' of 
the  mausoleum  or  monument  of  Helena,  Queen  of  Adia- 
bene,  says  expressly  it  was  "  Iv  Trpoa(rTtioig,in  the  suburbs^^ 
of  Jerusalem.  Euseb.  lib.  ii.  cap.  12.  So  that  for  any  thing- 
that  appears  to  the  contrary,  it  may  be  concluded  to  have 
been  the  g-eneral  custom  both  of  Christians,  Jews,  and  Ro- 
mans, to  bury  all  their  dead  without  the  cities  for  the  first 
three  hundred  years. 


Sect.  4. — Burying  in  Cities  and  Churches  prohibited  by   Christian  Em- 
perors for  several  Ages  after. 

Let  us  next  examine  how  this  matter  stood  in  the  next 
period  of  time,  when  the  Emperors  and  laws  were  both  be- 
come Christian,  Now  here  we  find  that  the  laws  stood  for 
many  ages  just  as  they  were  before,  forbidding  all  burying- 
in  cities  ;  and  some  new  laws  were  made,  particularly  pro- 
hibiting and  restraining  men  from  burying  in  churches.  For 
when  some  persons  in  Constantinople  began  to  make  an  in- 
vasion upon  the  laws,  under  pretence  that  there  was  no  ex- 
press prohibition  of  burying  in  churches  made  in  them, 
Theodosius  by  a  new  law*  equally  forbade  both  burying-  in 
cities  and  burying  in  churches;  and  this  whether  it  was 
only  the  ashes  or  relics  of  any  bodies  kept  above  ground  in 
urns,  or  whole  bodies  laid  in  coffins:  they  were  all  to  be 
carried  and  reposited  without  the  city,  for  the  same  reasons 
that  the  old  laws  had  assigned,  viz.  that  they  might  be  ex- 
amples and  memorials   of  mortality  and  the   condition  of 


'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ix.  tit.  17.  De  Sepulchris  Violatis.  Leg.  6.  Omnia,  quffi 
supra  terrain  urnis  clausa,  vel  sarcofagis  corpora  detinentur,  extra  urbem 
delata  ponantur,  ut  et  humanitatis  inslar  exhibeaut,  et  relinquant  incolarinn 
domicilio  sanctitatera.  Quisquis  autem  hujus  prsecepti  negligens  fuel  it, 
adque  aliquid  tale  ab  hujus  interminationc  pracepti  ausus  fuerit  inoliri,  ter- 
tifi  in  futurum  patrimonii  parte  multetur  :  oflicium  quoque  quod  sibi  paret, 
quinquaginta  librarum  auri  affectum  dispoliatione  merebitur.  Ac  ne  alicujus 
fallax  et  arguta  solerlia  ab  hujus  se  praecepti  intentione  subducat,  atque 
jiposlolonmi  vel  martyrum  sedein  humandis  corporibus  a-stiniet  esse  conces- 
sam,  ab  his  quoque,  ita  ut  a  reliquo  civitatis,  noverint  se  alquc  intclligaa 
••sse  submotPS. 
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human  nature  (o  all  passeng-ers;  and  also  tliat   they  might 
not  detile  tlie  habitation  of  the  living,  but  leave  it  pure  and 
clean  to  them.     And  if  any  presumed  to  transgress  hence- 
fonvard  the  inhibition  of  this  law,  he  was  to  forfeit  the  third 
part  of  his  patrimony  :  and   whatever  otiicer   was  assisting 
in  such  a  funeral,  was  to  be  amerced  in  a  tine  of  forty  pound 
of  gold.     And  that  no  little  quirk  or  subtlety  should  eludo 
the  intention  of  this  law,  and  leave  men  at  liberty  to  think, 
that  this  general  prohibition  of  burying-  in   the  city  did  not 
exclude  men  from  burying  in  the  places  where  the  ashes  of 
the  apostles  and  martyrs   were  reposited,  it  was  expressly 
provided,  that  they  should  be  secluded  from  tliese  reposito- 
ries, as  well  as  any  other  places  within  the  city.     St.  Chry- 
sostom  takes  notice  of  this  law,  arsfuinsT  thus  with  sinners, 
whom  he  reckons  no  better  than   mere   graves  and  sepul- 
chres, when  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.     "  Consider,"  says 
he,*  "  that  no  grave   is  allowed  to  be  made  in  the  city: 
therefore  neither  canst  thou  appear  in  the  city  that  is  above. 
For  if  this  be  forbidden  in  an  earth  I  v  city,  how  much  more 
in   that   which   is  heavenly  V     In   like   manner  in   another 
place.^     "  If  we  bury  dead  bodies  without  the  city,   much 
more  ought  we  to  expel  those,   who  speak  dead  words,  of- 
fensive to  others,  and   utter  things  they  ought  to  conceal. 
For   such  mouths  are  the  common  pest  and  plague  of  the 
city."    The  author  under  the  name  of  St.  Chrysosiom,^  pro- 
bably Severianns  of  Gabala,  one  of  his  cotemporaries,  had 
his  eye  upon  this  law,  and  those  that  went  before,  when  he 
said,  every  city  and  village  had  their  burying  places  before 
their  entrance  into  them.     This  is  not  only  an  evidence  of 
what  went  before,  but  also  of  the  practice  of  his  own  times, 
pursuant  to  the  law,  about  the  vear  400.     Sidonius  Apolli- 
naris,  a  French  bishop,   lived  almost  a  whole  century  after 
this, and  he  plainly  intimates,  that  it  was  still  the  custom  in 
France   to  bury  without  the  walls  of  the  city  in  the  o()en 


'  Chrys.  Horn.  37.  al.  74.  in  Mat.  p.  03+.     'Evt'orjaov  on  Mi^Jf  raipof;  Iv 
iroXn  KnraffKivdZtTat,  &c.  '  Id.  Expos.  Psalm  6.  f.  iii.  p-  30-  E» 

ra  viKpa  OiUfiara  i^m  rf/c  ToXfwc  icaTa^dnTo^n\  \t.  *  Id.  Hont. 

)7.  de  Fide.  t.  vi.  p.  ISt.     Vid.  Macarium,  Horn.  30. 
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field.  For  speaking"  of  the  grave  of  his  grandfather,  he 
says,^  it  was  a  field  where  he  la}'  buried,  filled  with  funeral 
ashes  and  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  in  the  road  and  suburbs 
of  the  city  Arverne.  And  after  this  the  Council  of  Brag*a, 
Anno  6G3,  speaks  of  it  again,^  as  a  privilege  even  then 
firmly  retained  in  the  cities  of  France,  that  no  corpse  what- 
soever was  buried  within  the  walls  of  any  of  their  cities : 
and  they  make  use  of  this  as  an  argument,  why  no  one 
should  be  buried  in  any  church  in  Spain.  Of  which  more 
by  and  by.  In  the  mean  while  if  we  look  into  Africa,  in 
the  time  of  St.  Austin,  Anno  401,  we  find  by  an  order  made 
in  the  fifth  Council  of  Carthage  against  the  Donatists,  that 
it  was  then  the  custom  to  bury  still  in  the  fields  and  hig-h- 
vvays.  For  the  Donatists  so  buried  the  Circumcellions, 
their  pretended  martvrs,  erecting- them  tombs  in  the  fashion 
of  altars  to  be  their  memorials.  Upon  which  account  that 
Council  ordered,^  that  such  altars  that  were  so  erected  by 
the  roads  or  in  the  fields,  as  monuments  of  martyrs,  in  which 
it  could  not  be  proved  that  the  bodies  or  relics  of  true  mar- 
tyrs were  reposed,  should  be  demolished,  if  it  were  possi- 
ble, by  the  bishops  of  the  respective  sees,  in  whose  dioceses 
they  were  found.  Which  was  not  so  ordered,  because  they 
were  buried  in  the  fields  or  highways,  for  that  was  agree- 
able to  the  law  made  by  Theodosius  not  long  before ;  but 
because  it  was  doubtful  whether  they  were  true  martyrs  or 
not.  For  neither  the  Catholics  nor  Donatists  did  then  gene- 
rally pretend  to  bury  either  in  cities  or  in  churches;  but 
only  some  few  of  the  Circumcellions,  who  were  the  fiercer 
and  hotter  part  of  them,  in  spite  of  all  laws  buried  some  of 
their  pretended  martyrs  in  the  churches  :  but  even  these,  as 


'  Sidon.  lib.  iii.  ep.  12.     Campus  ipse  dudum  refertus  tam  bustualibus  fa- 
viUis,  quiim  cadaveribus,  nuUam  jamdiu  scrobein  recipiehaf,  &c. 
2  Con.  Bracarens.  1.  can.  xxxvi.     Finnissimura  hoc  privilegium  usque  nunc 
retinent  Galliae  civitates,  ut  nullo  modo  intra  ambitum  murorum  civitatura 
cujuslibel  defuncti  corpus  sit  huniatum,  &c.  ^  Con.  Carth.  5. 

can.  U.  Placuit,  ut  altaria,  qua;  passim  per  agros  aut  vias,  tanquam  memo- 
riae marlyrum  constituuntur,  in  qiiibiis  nullum  corpus  aut  reliquiae  martyrum 
conditae  probantur,  ab  episcopis  qui  eisdem  locis  prsesunt,  si  fieri  potest, 
evertantur. 
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0[)tatas  tells  us,'  wore  taken  ii[)  again  and  east  out,  because 
it  was  not  lawful  to  bury  any  corpse  in  the  house  of  God. 
This  is  the  first  instance  of  any,  tlmt  I  remember,  being" 
buried  in  churches;  and  then  it  was  contradicted  by  the 
bishop  of  the  place,  by  whose  order  they  were  cast  out. 
No  alteration  as  yet  was  made  in  the  law  ag-ainst  burying 
in  churches.  For  Justinian,  who  cut  oft"  the  former  part  of 
Theodosius's  law  a"ainst  burvin^-  in  cities,  retained  still  the 
latter  part  ag-aiust  burying-  in  churches,  inserting-  it  into  his 
Code:*  "  Let  no  one  think  that  the  places  of  the  apostles 
and  martyrs  are  allowed  to  bury  human  bodies  in."  And 
long-  after  this  tlie  proliibition  continued  to  the  time  of 
Charles  the  Great,  though  with  some  cxce[)tions  in  favour 
of  some  eminent  persons,  as  we  shall  see  in  the  sequel  of 
the  story,  examining  by  what  stops  and  degrees  the  con- 
trary custom  came  into  the  Church. 


Sect.  5. — The  first  Step  niado  toward  burying  in  Churclios  was  tlie  build- 
ing of  Churches  over  the  Gravis  of  the  Martyrs  in  the  Country,  or  else 
translating  their  Relics  into  the  City-Churches. 

The  first  thinfj-  that  irave  occasion  to  any  to  think  of  bu- 
rying  in  churches,  was  the  particular  honour  that  was  done 
to  martyrs  in  the  fourth  century,  when  the  g-raves  or  monu- 
ments where  they  lay  buried,  and  where  the  Christians  h;id 
used  to  assemble  in  times  of  persecution  formerly  for  I  lie 
worship  of  God,  had  now  churches  erected  over  them  in 
the  country:  or  else  their  ashes  and  remains  were  translated 
into  the  city,  and  deposited  in  churches;  and  many  limes 
new  churches  were  erected   in  the   places  where  they  were 


'  Optat.  lib.  iii.  p.r>8.  In  loco  Octavensi  occisi  sunt  |)lurinii,  detruncali 
sunt  nuilti  ;  quorum  corpora  usque  in  hodiernuin  jki-  dealbatas  aras  et  nicn- 
sas  potcrunt  nunurari.  I'x  quorum  nunicro  cum  ali(iui  in  basilicis  seiielire 
ccrpissent,  Clarius  presbyter  in  loco  subbulensi  ab  ejiiscopo  suo  coactus  est 
lit  insepultam  faceret  sepulturam.  Unde  proditiiiii  est  niandalum  I'uisse  fieri 
quod  faelum  est,  cpiando  nee  s<'pultura  in  Domo  Dei  exiiiberi  concessa  est. 
'^  Cod.  .lusliii.  lib.  i.  lit.  2.  do  Ecclesiis.  leg.  2.  Nemo  a|)ostolorii 
*el  martyrum  sedem  humanis  (leg.  humandi>)  cerporibus  e\i.sliment  cs 
concL-b&Hm. 


rum 
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laid,  thence  called  Martyria,  Prophefeia,  AposfolcPa,  from 
the  martijrs,  prophets,  or  apostles,  whose  remains  were 
translated  into  them.  This  was  so  much  the  known  prac- 
tice of  the  fourth  century,  that  I  need  not  stand  to  g-ive  any 
particular  instances  of  it,  but  only  remark  in  g-eneral,  that  it 
had  so  much  the  approbation  of  the  Church  in  that  ag-o,  as 
that  no  such  kind  of  Martyria  or  churches  were  to  be 
builded,  unless  the  remains  of  some  approved  martyrs  were 
reposited  in  them.  Which  appears  from  a  canon  of  the  fifth 
Council  of  Carthag'e,'  forbidding"  any  memorials  of  martyrs 
to  be  accepted  as  such,  unless  either  the  body  or  the  relics 
of  a  martyr  were  certainly  known  to  be  deposited  there. 
But  then  this  was  nothing-  to  burying-  in  churches,  but  only 
an  honour  paid  to  the  ashes  of  the  martyrs,  who  had  been 
dead  and  buried,  it  may  be,  some  hundreds  of  years  before  ; 
and  cannot  so  properly  be  called  a  burying-  in  churches,  as 
a  building-  of  churches,  and  new  erecting*  them  in  the  an- 
cient burying-places  of  the  dead.  But  whatever  it  was,  it 
was  a  peculiar  privilege  of  the  martyrs  to  have  their  re- 
mains thus  reposited  in  the  body  of  the  church:  the  laws 
forbade  it  still  to  all  others,  and  the  greatest  persons  had  not 
this  honour  and  favour  allowed  them,  to  be  interred  in  the 
same  place  where  the  remains  of  the  martyrs  were  reposed. 


Sect.  6. — The  next  was  allowing  Kings  and  Emperors  to  be  burled  in  the 
Atrium,  or  Porcii  and  other  outer  Buildings  of  the  Church. 

But  king-s  and  emperors  had  in  this  age  a  peculiar  pri- 
vilege above  the  rest  of  men,  to  be  buried  in  the  Atrium,  or 
church-porch,  or  some  other  of  the  outer  buildings  of  the 
church.  Eusebius  says,^  Constantine  had  desired  to  be  bu- 
ried near  the  Apostles,  whose  memorial  he  had  honoured 


'  Con.  Carth.  v.  can.  14.  Omnino  nulla  memoria  martyrum  probabililer 
acceptetur,  nisi  aut  ibi  corpus,  aut  aliqua;  certe  reliquiae  sint,  &c. 

Note. — These  relics  were  buried  under  the  altar,  not  kept  above  ground 
upon  the  altar;  for  Mabilion  says.  No  relics  were  set  upon  the  altar  to  the 
tenth  century.     Mabil.  de  Liturg.  Gallicana.  lib.  i.  cap.  ix.  n.  4. 

'  Euscb.  Vi..  Constant,  lib.  iv.  cap.  71. 
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by  building"  a  cliurcli  called  by  their  names.  But  this  was 
not  understood  to  be  a  desire  to  be  buried  in  the  church 
itself,  but  only  in  the  porch  before  the  church.  And  so  far 
Constantius  his  son  fulfilled  his  will,  as  Chrysostom  more 
than  once  informs  us.  "  His  son,"  says  he,'  "thought  he 
did  his  father  Constantino  a  very  great  honour  to  bury  him  in 
the  fisherman's  porch.  And  what  porters  are  to  tlie  Empe- 
rors in  their  own  palaces,  the  same  are  the  Emperors  to  the 
fishermen  in  their  graves.  The  Apostles,  as  masters  of  the 
place,  have  their  residence  within;  but  the  Emperors'  ambi- 
tion proceeds  no  further,  than  as  neighbours  and  attendants 
to  take  possession  of  the  porch  before  the  church."  Again,  in 
another  place,  speaking  of  the  same  matter,-  "  At  Constan- 
tinople they  that  wear  the  diadem  take  it  for  a  favour  to  be 
buried,  not  close  by  the  Apostles,  but  in  the  porch  without 
the  church,  and  kings  are  the  fishermen's  door-keepers." 
Thus  also  Theodosius  senior,  and  Arcadius,  and  Theodosius 
junior  are  said,  by  some  historians,^  to  bo  buried.  Which 
is  probable  enough,  though  the  ancient  historians  Socrates, 
Sozomen  and  Theodoret  say  nothing  of  it.  Hitherto  then 
for  five  hundred  years,  we  see,  the  generality  of  Christians 
were  still  buried  without  the  city,  and  only  kings  and  empe- 
rors allowed  to  be  buried  within  the  city;  and  yet  this  not 
in  the  church,  but  only  in  the  Atrium,  or  church-yard,  or  in 
the  porch,  or  other  outer  buildings  of  the  church. 

Sect.  7. — Then  the  People  in  the  sixth  Century  bcfran  to  be  admitted   into 
the  Church-yards,  but  not  into  the  Church. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  sixth  century  the  people  also 
seem  to  have  been  admitted  to  the  same  privilege  of  being- 
buried  in  the  Airiiim,  or  church-yard  before  the  church  : 
but  still  they  were  forbidden  by  laws  both  ecclesiastical  and 
civil  to  bury  in  the  church.  For  .Justinian  in  his  new  Code, 
dropping  the  former  part  of  Theodosius's  law,  which  obliged 


'   Chrys.  Horn.  xxvi.  in  2  Cor.  p.P-lO.  •  Id.  Lib.  Quod  Christus 

•it  Deus.  cnp.  viii.  t.  ."S.  p.8SP.  »  Niceph.  lib.  xir.  cap.  55. 
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all  people  to  bury  without  the  city,  still  retains  the  latter 
clause/  which  forbids  men  to  be  buried  in  the  seats  of  the 
martyrs  and  apostles.  And  about  the  year  563,  the  first 
Council  of  Brag-a  in  Spain  allows  men  to  be  buried,-  if  need 
require,  in  the  church-yard  under  the  walls  of  the  church, 
but  utterly  forbids  any  to  be  buried  within :  giving  this  rea- 
son for  it,  "  that  the  cities  of  France  still  retained  the  ancient 
privilege  firm,  to  suffer  no  dead  body  to  be  buried  within  the 
walls  of  the  city;  and  therefore  it  was  much  more  reasonable 
that  this  respect  should  be  paid  to  the  venerable  matrys." 
We  may  conclude  hence,  as  we  have  done  before,  that  at  this 
time  in  France  they  were  so  far  from  allowing*  burials  in  the 
church,  that  as  yet  they  did  not  suff'er  any  corpse  to  be  bu- 
ried in  tlie  church-yard,  no,  nor  any  where  within  the  walls 
of  the  city.  But  some  time  after,  about  the  year  658,  or  895, 
when  the  Council  of  Nantes  was  held,  (chronologers  are 
not  exactly  agreed  about  the  time)  the  people  of  France 
were  also  permitted  to  bury  in  the  church-yard,^  or  in  the 
porch,  or  in  the  Exhedrce  or  outer  buildings  of  the  church, 
but  not  within  the  church  itself  and  near  the  altar  where  the 
body  and  blood  of  Christ  is  consecrated.  This  rule  is  again 
repeated  in  the  Council  of  Aries,*  and  the  Council  of  Mentz* 
held  Anno  813,  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Great,  out  of 
which  that  Emperor  made  a  rule  in  his  Capitulars  to  the 
same  purpose.^     Not  to  insist  upon  the  uncertain  canon  of 


'  Cod.  Just.  lib.  i.  tit.  2.  de  Ecdesiis.  leg.  i2.  Nemo  apostolorum  vel 
martyrum  sedem  huinandis  corporibus  existimet  esse  concessam. 

*  Con.  Bracar.  i.  can.  36.  Corpora  defunctorum  nullo  modo  intra  basili- 
cam  sanctorum  sepeliantur,  sed,  si  necesse  est,  deforis  circa  raurura  basil- 
icae  usque  adeo  non  abhorret.  Nam  si  firmissimura  hoc  privilegium  usque 
nunc  retinent  civitales  Galliae,  ut  nullo  modo  intra  ambitum,  murorum 
cujus  libet  defuncti  corpus  sit  humatum,  quanto  magis  hoc  venerabilium 
martyrum  debet  reverentia  obtinere?  ^  Con.Nam- 

netens.  can.  vi,  Prohibendum  est  etiam  secundum  raajorura  instituta,  ut  in 
ecclesia  nullatenus  sepeliantur,  sed  in  atrio  aut  in  porticu,  aut  in  exhedris 
ecclesia!.  Intra  ecclesiam  vero  et  prope  altare,  ubi  corpus  et  sanguis  Domini 
conficitur,  nullatenus  sepeliantur.  *  Con.  Arelat.  iii.  can.  21.     De 

sepeliendis  mortuis  in  basilicis  ilia  constitutio  servetur,  quae  ab  antiquis  pa- 
tribus  constituta  est.  *  Con.  Moguntiac.  can.  52.     Nullus  niortuus 

infra  ecclesiam  sepeliatur,  &c.  ^  Carol.  Capitular,  lib.  i.cap,  159 

ap.  Lindebrog.  Leg.  Antiq.  NuUus  diencepsin  ecclesia  mortuum  sepeliat. 
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the  Conrilium  Varennf,  as  it  is  c-.illed  in  Gr.^tian,'  wliirli  i^ 
a  repetition  of  the  cuhdii  ot"  Nantes:  we  tnav  adtl  to  ilie<5t' 
the  rule  made  in  the  Council  of  Trihur,-  another  synod  in  the 
time  of  Clmrles  the  Great  :  "  Let  no  hiyman  for  the  fnture 
he  buried  in  the  church  :  yet  such  bodies  as  are  already  l)n- 
ried  there,  may  not  be  cast  out,  but  the  jiavement  sliall  bo 
so  made  over  the  g-raves,  that  no  footstep  of  a  grave  shall 
appear.  And  if  this  cannot  without  great  diHiculty  be  done 
for  the  multitude  of  corpses  lately  buried  there,  let  the  place 
b(>  turneil  into  a  Polyaiidninn  or  cemetery,  and  let  the  altar 
be  removed  thence,  and  set  in  some  other  place,  where  the 
sacrifice  may  be  religiously  olfered  to  God."  While  these 
laws  were  thus  made  in  the  West,  giving  men  liberty  to  bury 
in  cities  and  church-yards,  l)ut  still  restraining  them  in  a 
great  measure  from  burying  in  churches;  Leo  Sapiens  in  the 
East  about  the  year  900,  abrogated  all  the  old  laws  against 
burying  in  cities,  and  left  men  at  liberty  to  bury  within  the 
walls  or  without  the  walls  of  any  city  :^  but  still  says  nothing 
of  any  licence  to  bury  in  churches.  So  that  it  is  evident 
beyond  all  contradiction,  that  hitherto  there  was  no  general 
licence  granted  by  any  laws  in  any  part  of  the  world  author- 
izing all  sorts  of  persons  to  bury  in  churches  without  dis- 
tinction,but  many  of  the  laws  in  this  interval  run  perempto- 
rily and  universally  against  it. 

Sect.  S  — And  in  this  Period  of  Time,  Kings,  Bishops,  Founders  of 
Churciies  and  otlier  Eminent  Persons  were  by  some  Laws  allowed  to  be 
buried  in  Ciiurches. 

Yet  some  laws  within  this  period  of  time  were  made  with 
some  limitations  and  exceptions  in  the  ease  of  great  and 
eminent  persons,  such  as  kings,  and  bishops,  and  founders 


'  Gratian.  cans.  xiii.  quaest.  ii.  cap.  15.  -  Con.  Tribur.  can. 

17.  PrKcipimus  lit  deinecps  niiiliis  laieiis  in  ecclesifi  sepeliatur,  &c.  Corpora 
anti([uitris  in  ecclesifi  sepulta  iieciuaciuam  projiciantur,  &c.  '  Leo. 

Novel.  53.  Ne  igitur  iillo  moilo  inter  civiles  leges  h;cc  lex  recenseatur, 
sancimus;  quin  potiiis,  ut  a  consuetudine  recti-  contemnitiir,  sic  etiani  de- 
rreto  nostro  prorsns  reprobatiir.  Quicunqiie  aiitein  sive  extra  muros,  sive 
intra  civitateia  sepelire  morluos  volet,  perliciendic  voluntatis  facultatena 
haheto. 
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of  Cliurchos,  and  presbyters,  and  snch  of  the  laity  as  were 
sinoularly  conspicuous  and  honorable  for  their  exemplary 
sanctity  and  virtue.  Tlio  Council  of  Mentz,  mentioned  be- 
fore, qualifies  the  general  prohibition  with  this  exception ; 
saying',  none  shall  be  buried  in  the  church,  except  bishops, 
and  abbots,  and  worthy  presbyters  and  faithful  laymen.* 
And  the  Council  of  Tribur,'^  only  forbidding"  laymen  to  be 
buried  in  the  church,  may  be  supposed  to  allow  it  to  the 
clergy.  And  this  honour  was  paid  to  bisliops  and  emperors 
some  time  before.  P'or  Socrates  says/  Proclus  removed  the 
bod^'  of  St.  Chrysostom  from  Comanfe  to  Constantinople, 
and  laid  it  in  the  church  of  the  Apostles.  And  Evagrius* 
speaks  of  it  as  customary  to  bury  the  emperors  and  clergy 
in  the  church  of  the  Apostles  built  by  Justinian  at  Constan- 
tinople. This  honour  likewise  was  paid  to  founders  of 
churches  :  they  were  allowed  to  be  interred  in  their  own 
structures.  As  Sozomen  says,^  the  wife  of  one  Cajsarius 
was  buried  in  the  church  near  the  anibon,  or  reading-desk, 
because  her  husband  had  been  the  founder  of  it.  And 
Valesius  thinks  that  Constantine  was  therefore  buried  in  the 
church  of  the  Apostles,  because  it  was  built  by  him.  So 
he  had  a  double  title  to  this  privilege,  both  as  emperor  and 
founder.  But  we  may  observe  a  diflerence  between  Con- 
stantine's  age  and  this.  In  Constantino's  time  an  emperor 
and  a  founder  was  buried  only  in  the  porch :  but  in  the  time 
of  Sozomen  any  ordinary  founder  might  be  buried  in  the 
middle  of  the  church. 

Sect.  9 The  Matter  at  last  left  to  the  Discretion  of  Bishops  and  Presby- 
ters, who  should  or  should  not  be  buried  in  Churches.  Hereditary  Sepul- 
chres not  yet  allowed  in  the  Ninth  Century,  but  brought  in  by  the  Pope's 
Decretal. 

Thus  the  thinof  went  on  from  one  degree  to  a.nother,  tak- 
es •     •  J 
ing  various  steps  and  motions,   partly  by  peimission  and 


'  Con.  Moguntiac.  can.  52.     NuUus  mortuus  intra  ecclesiam  sepeliatur, 
nisi  cpiscopi,  aut  abbates,  aut  digni  presbyteri,  aut  fideles  Taici. 

*  Con.  Tribur.  can.  17.  ut  supra.  ^  Socrat.  lib.  vii.  cap.  46. 

♦  Kvagr.  lib.  xlv.  cap.  31.  '  Sozom.  lib.  ix.  cap.  '2. 

VOL.  VII.  X 
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relaxation  of  tlie  laws,  and  partly  Ity  transgression  of  tlio 
laws  and  connivance  in  those,  who  had  the  execution  of 
them.  Ami  the  matter  at  last  was  left  in  a  g-reat  measure 
to  the  discretion  of  bishops  and  presbyters  to  determine 
who  should  or  should  not  be  buried  in  churches,  ac- 
cording- to  the  merit  and  desert  of  the  persons,  who  desired 
it.  In  the  ninth  century  in  France  some  families  began  to 
set  up  a  claim  to  hereditary  sepulchres  in  the  church.  But 
tliis  was  opposed,  and  the  Council  of  Meaux,  anno  845. 
made  an  order,  that  no  one  should  pretend  to  bury  any 
corpse  in  the  cliurch  upon  hereditary  rig-lit,'  but  the  bishops 
and  presbyters  should  judge  who  were  worthy  of  this  favour 
according-  to  the  quality  of  their  life  and  conversation.  And 
after  this  we  find  some  laws  made  in  general  ag-ainst  burying- 
in  churches.  As  that  of  the  Council  of  Winchester  under 
Lanfranc,^  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  anno  1076.  Let  no 
bodies  of  the  dead  be  buried  in  churches.  But  so  many  ex- 
ceptions had  been  made  to  the  old  laws,  that  it  was  no  hard 
matter  for  anyone,  who  had  ambition  or  superstition  enough 
to  think,  that  he  should  be  much  benefited  in  his  death  by 
l)eing-  buried  in  the  church,  to  obtain  this  privileg-e.  And 
these  two  reasons  opened  the  way  to  greater  liberties  by  far 
than  the  ancient  Canons  had  allowed.  For  an  opinion  that 
it  was  of  great  service  to  men's  souls  to  be  buried  in  the 
church  made  men  more  eag-er  than  ever  to  obtain  this  privi- 
leo-o  at  their  death.  And  Pope  Leo  IIL  had  made  a  decree, 
which  Greg-ory  IX.  inserted  into  his  decretals,^  g-iving-  a  sort 
of  hereditary  rig-ht  to  all  persons  to  be  buried  in  the  sepul- 
chres of  their  ancestors,  according-  to  the  example,  as  it  is 
said,  of  the  ancient  patriarchs.  This  was  about  the  year 
1-230.     Not  long-  after  which  Boniface  VIH.  speaks  of  it*  as 


'  Con.  MeUlei  s.  can.  72.  Ut  nemo  qupmlibet  mortuum  in  ccclesiS,  quasi 
hereditario  jure'  nisi  (pieiu  ppiscopus  et  jiresbyler  pro  qualilate  conversatio- 
nis  et  vilas  digniim  cUiXfrit,  stpelire  pricsiiinat.  *  Con. 

Winton.  anno   lOTO.  can.  1).  con.  toni.    10.  p.  3o-2.     In  ecclesiis  corpora   de- 
functoruin  noii  scpi'iiaDtiir.  ■■*  (.Jri-icor.  Docrelal.  lib.  lii.  tit.  2S. 

dc  sepulturls.  caj).  1.  Sialiiiiniis  unumqueiuquc  in  niujoruni  suoriini  si-pulcliri.s 
jocerc,  ut  patriarclianiin  cxcitus  docet.  *  Sext.  Decretal,  lib. 

ill.  til.   12.  de  Scpulluris,   rap.   2.   Cum  quis    cujns    majoros    sunt  solitl    in 
»liqii(l  ecrlrsid  s<prliri  nb  anti(|Uo,  tVo. 
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a  customary  thing  for  men  to  be  bmlecl  in  tlie  (Imrcli  In  ttio 
sepulchres  of  their  ancestors.     So  that  from  these  docretals, 
I  think,  may  be  dated  the  ruin  of  the  old  laws.     For  they 
took  away  that  little  power,  that  was  left  in  the  hands   of 
bishops,  to  let  people  bury  in  the  church,  or  not  bury,  as 
they  should  judg-e   proper   in   their  discretion,  and  put   the 
right  and  possession  of  burying-  places  in    the  church  into 
tlie  hands  of  private  families.    And  others,  wlio  had  no  such 
right,  being  led  bv  their  ambition  or  superstition,  could  then 
easily  purchase  a  right  to  be  buried    in  the  church,  which 
was  a  thing  that  emperors  themselves  did  not  pretend  to  ask 
in  former  affes.     I  have  been  the  more  curious  in  deducing 
the  history  of  this  matter  from  fust  to  last,  because  the  inno- 
vation has  been  thono-ht  n  jirievance  to  some  very  learned 
and  judicious  men,  and  what  they  could  have  wished  to  have 
seen  rectified  at  or  since  the  reformation.  This  custom,  says 
the  learned  Rivet,'  which  covetousness  and  superstition  first 
brought  in,  I  wish  it  were  abolislied   with   other  relics  of 
superstition   among  us;  and  that  the  ancient  custom  was 
revived,  to  have  public  burylng-places  in  the  free  and  open 
fields   without   the    gates  of  cities.     This    would  be  more 
convenient  for  civil  uses  also  :  because  in  close  places  the 
air  cannot  but  be  affected  with  the  nauseous  smell   of  dead 
bodies:  there  is   no  g"ood  done   by  it  to  the  dead,  and  the 
living  are  in  manifest  danger  by  it,  especially  in  the  time  of 
contagious  distempers,  when  infected  bodies  are  promiscu- 
ously buried   in   churches,  wherein  men  daily  meet  and  as- 
semble together.       A  thing,  says  lie,   which    not  without 
reason  has  ever  appeared  horrible  to  me  and  many  others.' 


'  Rivet,  in  Gen.  47.  Exercit.  171.  p.  Si'2.  Hnnc  morpm,  quern  invpxit 
Avaritia  et  superstitio,  valde  velleni  apud  nos  cum  aliis  suporstitionis  reli- 
quiis  esse  abolitum,  &c. 

Grotius  in  Luc.  7.  12.  makes  a  like  complaint.  Quod  in  niemoiiam  marty- 
rum  olim  inducUim,  nescio  an  satis  sapienter  relineatur. 

*  Philip  Verheycn,  Regius  professor  of  physic  in  the  University  of  Lovain, 
who  died  1710,  a  man  of  great  piety  and  humility,  gave  orders, 
that  his  body  should  not  be  buried  in  th(>  church,  but  in  the  cliurch-yard  ' 
leaving  this  epitaph,  which  was  found  after  his  death,  written  with  hi» 
own  hand. 

PinlippuR  Verheyen,  Medicinie  doctor  tt  professor,  piirf'in  ■'iii  mat^rialem 
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Tlje  like  complaint  is  made  by  some  among  \\\c  Romanists, 
particularly  by  Diirantus,'  who  was  an  eminent  lawyer  and 
president  of  the  parliament  of  Tholouse.  He  commends  the 
piety  of  the  Ancients  for  not  allowing  the  dead  to  be  buried 
in  the  church,  and  Charles  the  Great  for  reviving  and 
restoring  the  primitive  institution,  w  hen  it  had  been  in  some 
measure  neglected:  and  withall,  speaks  it  with  great  regret, 
that  whereas  heretofore  emperors  were  buried  only  in  the 
church-porch,  now  the  custom  is  to  let  the  meanest  of  the 
people  commonly  be  buried  in  the  church  itself,  against 
the  laws  and  institutions  of  the  ancient  Christians.  To 
which,  after  this  digression  I  must  now  return  again. 


CHAP.  H. 

!Some  other  Observations  concerning  the  Place,  and  Man- 
ner, and  Time  of  Burying. 

Sect.  1. — Consecration  of  Ccmilcries  not  rery  ancient. 

Having  thus  far  considered  in  general  the  place  of  bury- 
ing I  now  proceed  to  some  more  particular  observations  con- 
cerning- the  place,  and  manner,  and  time  of  burying  among 
Christians.  And  here  the  tirst  (juestion  may  be,  whether 
they  used  any  formal  consecration  of  their  cemiteries  as 
they  did  of  their  churches'?  Now,  concerning  this,  in  the 
first  ages  there  is  a  perfect  silence.     No  w  riter  l)efore  Gre- 


hic  in  cncmiterio  condi  vohiit  ne  templam  delionestaret,  autnocivis  halitibus 
inflreret.  Itequiescat  in  pace. — Roche  Meinoires  of  Literature,  vol.  I.  p. 
28K.   Lend.  i7->2.  8v<). 

Tiie  s:iine  author  p.  3'iS.  observes  out  of  naerliinius'  notes  upon  Agnellus, 
tlial  in  tho  tenth  century  none  were  buried  in  churches,  but  only  in  church- 
yards, or  in  little  cliapt'ls  built  for  that  purpose, 

'  Durunt.  de  |{ilil)u»  Kceles.  lib.  i.  cap.  215. 
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g-ory  of  Tours,  who  lived  about  the  year  670,  makes  any 
mention  of  it :  but  he  says,'  the  burying  places  in  his  time 
were  used  to  be  consecrated  by  sacerdotal  benediction. 
Durantus  can  trace  the  custom  no  higher  f  and  therefore  we 
may  conclude,  that  about  this  time,  and  not  before,  it  be- 
came the  practice  of  the  Church.  For  the  sacredncss  of 
sepulchres,  that  we  so  often  read  of  before  this,  was  from 
another  reason,  and  not  from  their  formal  consecration. 


Sect.  2. — The  Sacredness  of  them  arising  from  another  Reason,  and  not 
from  their  formal  Consecration. 

For  the  heathens  themselves  were  used  to  reckon  these 
places  sacred,  and  the  violation  of  them  a  sort  of  sacrilege 
and  violation  of  religion.  As  appears  from  the  edicts  of 
two  heathen  emperors,  Gordian  and  Julian,  which  are  still 
retained  among  the  Christian  laws.  Gordian  calls  them 
things  destined  for  religion,^  and  things  made  a  part  of  re- 
ligion :  and  therefore  orders,  that  all  robbers  of  graves 
should  be  prosecuted  as  criminals  guilty  of  an  injury  done 
to  religion.  In  like  manner  Julian  says,*  "  The  graves  of 
the  dead  are  consecrated  hills ;  and  to  move  a  stone  hence, 
or  disturb  the  ground,  or  break  a  turf,  has  always  been  ac- 
counted next  to  sacrilege  by  our  forefathers:  to  steal  away 
the  ornaments  from  the  tablets  or  porticoes  of  graves,  is  a 
piacular  crime  and  violation  of  religion,  to  be  punished  as 
doing  injury  to  the  dead."  Justinian  in  repeating  this  law 
of  Julian  in  his  Code,^  instead  of  Poena  Manium,  reads  it 


'  Greg.Turon.  de  Gloria  Confessor,  cap.  106.  ■  Durant.  de 

Ritibus.  lib.  i.  cap.  23.  n.  9.  '  Cod.  Justin,  lib,  ix.  tit.  19.  de 

Sepulchro  Violate,  leg.  I.  Res  religion!  destinatas,  quinimo  jam  religionis 
effectas,  scientcs  qui  contigerint,  et  emere  et  distrahere  non  dubitaverint, 
laesie  religionis  inciderunt  in  crimen.  *  Cod  Th.  lib.  ix.  tit.  17. 

de  Sepulchris  Violatis.  leg.  5.  Pergit  audacia  ad  busta  diem  fiinclorum  et 
aggeres  consecratos  :  cum  et  lapidem  hinc  movere,  terram  soUicitare  et  ces- 
pitem  wellere,  proximum  sacrilegio  majores  semper  habuerint:  sed  orna- 
menta  quidam  tricliniis  aut  porticibus  auferunt  de  sepulchris.  Quibus  pri- 
mis  consulentes,  ne  in  piaculum  incidant,  contaminatfi  religione  bustorura 
hoc  fieri  prohibemus,  poena  manium  vindice  cohibentes.  *  Cod. 

Just,  ubi  supra,  leg.  5. 
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Pcena  sacrilegii  cohibentes,  iiiHietinp^  both  the  name  and 
punishment  of  sacrilej^c  expressly  upon  this  crime.  And  so 
the  ancient  poet  does  in  that  distich  : 

"  Res  ea  sacra,  miser,  noli  mea  tangere  fata : 
Sacrilegce  biistis  abstinuere  maims. 
Touch  not  my  monument,  thou  wretch :  it  is  a  sacred  thing : 
even  sacrilegious  hands  commonly  abstain  from  offering 
violence  to  the  habitations  of  the  deady  All  vvliich  shews, 
tliat  pfraves  and  burying-  places  were  reckoned  sacred  things, 
both  by  heathens  and  Christians,  without  any  formal  conse- 
cration: and  the  Romans  accounted  it  a  piece  of  impiety  in 
any  case  to  disturb  or  violate  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  except 
it  were  those  of  their  public  enemies,  whose  graves  were 
not  reckoned  sacred,  as  Paulus,*  the  great  lawyer,  deter- 
mined :  and  therefore  it  was  lawful  for  any  one  to  take  the 
atones  of  such  graves  and  turn  them  to  any  other  use,  and 
no  action  of  violating  sepulchres  could  be  brought  against 
them. 


Sect.  3. — The  Way  of  adorning  Graves,  different  among  Heathens   and 

Christians. 

But  in  all  other  cases,  the  graves  of  the  dead  were  places 
of  great  sacredness  ;  and  consequently  places  of  great  se- 
curity: insomuch,  that  they  were  reckoned  safe  repositories 
not  only  for  the  dead,  to  secure  them  from  violence,  but  also 
lor  any  ornaments  that  were  set  about  them,  or  riches,  that, 
together  with  the  dead,  were  often  buried  with  them.  For 
the  Romans  often  adorned  their  monuments  with  rich  pillars 
of  marble,  and  fine  statues  and  images  set  about  them.  As 
appears  from  several  laws  in  the  Iheodosian  Code,^  which 
are  made  to  restrain  the  pillagers  of  them:  and  also  from  a 
great  variety  of  Roman  writers,  which  Gothofred  mentions 
and  alleges,^  in  his  Comment  upon  one  of  those   laws,  as 


'   Digest,  lib.  xlvii.  tit  12.   do  Scpulchro  Violato.  leg.  4.     Scpiilchra  hos- 
titim  nohls  ri-li;^i<>sa  non  sunt;  idcoquc  lapides   iiuU*  sublntos,  in  quemlibet 
iisuni  convcrUTc  possuiniis:   non  Sf|>ulchri  violnti  actio  cnnipi-tit. 
.  *  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ix.  lit.  17.  do  Stpulcliris  Violatis.  Irg.  2  cl  -t. 
•  Gotliofrrd  in  Ic:;.  2.  ibid. 
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Pliny,  Cicero,  Aggenus,  Propertius,  Servius,  and  Eutropius, 
■who  gives  a  particular  account  of  Trajan's  pillar,  which  was 
one  hundred  and  forty  feet  high.  The  two  Antonines  in- 
deed laid  some  restraint  upon  the  excessive  vanity  and  pro- 
fuseness  of  the  Romans  in  this  matter,  making  severe  laws 
against  extravagance  in  burying,  and  building  of  sepulchres, 
as  Julius  Capitolinus  informs  us,*  But  this  did  not  hinder 
men  from  adorninc:  their  monuments  with  marble  statues 
and  pillars,  and  such  like  common  ornaments,  as  we  after- 
wards find  allowed  in  one  of  the  laws  of  Gordian  in  the 
Justinian  Code.^  So  that  these  monuments  of  the  heathen 
were  often  very  pompous  and  magnificent,  both  in  building' 
and  ornament ;  which  frequently  made  them  become  a  prey 
and  spoil  to  rapacious  invaders.  But  we  can  hardly  suppose 
this  of  any  Christian  sepulchres  for  the  first  three  hundred 
years,  Caius,  an  ancient  writer  and  presbyter  of  the  Church 
of  Rome  about  the  year  210,  speaks  of  the  trophies  and 
monuments  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,^  which  were  then  to 
be  seen,  the  one  in  the  Vatican,  in  the  Via  triumphalis,  and 
the  other  in  the  Via  ostiensis:  but  these  trophies  were  not 
so  magnificent,  whatsoever  they  were,  but  that  afterwards, 
about  the  year  258,  they  were  translated  by  Pope  Xystus* 
into  the  catacombs,  for  fear  of  some  indignity,  that  might 
be  offered  to  them,  in  the  heat  of  persecution.  The  most 
that  we  can  suppose  is,  that  they  were  grave-stones  with  an 
inscription,  declaring  their  names  and  character,  and  the 
time  and  manner  of  their  death.  And  some  of  them,  we 
are  sure,  were  not  so  much  as  this.  For  sometimes  great 
multitudes  of  martyrs  were  buried  in  one  common  grave. 


'  Capitolin.  Vit.  Marci.  Antonini.  p.  78.  Tunc  Antonini  leges  sepeliendi, 
sepulcluorumque  aspenimas  sanxerunt :  quandoquidein  caverunt  ne  uti  quis 
vellet  fabricarel  sepulchrum  :  quod  hodieque  servatur.  '  Cod. 

Justin,  lib.  iii.  tit.  44).  De  religiosis  et  sumptibus  funerum.  leg.  7.  Statuas 
sepulchio  superimponere,  vel  monumento  ornanienta  superaddere  non  prohi- 
beris  :  cum  jure  suo  eorum  quae  minus  prohibita  sunt,  unicuique  facultas  li- 
bera non  denegetur.  "  Ap.  Euseb.  lib.  ii.  cap.  25. 
*  Depositio  Martyrum.  ap.  Pearson.  Annal.  Cyprian,  p.  62.  Tertio  Kalen- 
das  julii.    Petri  in  Catacoraba.s,  et  Pauli  Ostienso,  Tusco  ct  Basso  Coss. 
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and  then  the  inscription  contained  only  the  number,  and  not 
the  iinmes,  or  any  particular  account  of  them,  Prudentius 
says,'  lie  had  observed  one  such  grave,  \vherein  sixty  mar- 
tyrs were  buried  togetlier.  St.  James's  monument  at  Jeru- 
salem was  no  more  than  a  pillar,*  or  grave-stone,  with  an 
inscription.  And  in  after  ag-cs  the  Christians  were  not  very 
fond  of  erecting-  stately  monuments  before  they  came  to 
bury  in  churches.  For  they  had  observed  what  spoil  and 
ravag-ement  had  been  made  of  the  heathen  monuments  :  and 
how  many  laws  the  emperors  were  forced  to  make  against 
the  violation  of  sepulchres:  which  made  many  pious  Chris- 
tians think  how  much  better  and  safer  it  was  to  build  them- 
selves monuments  in  their  life-time  by  liberality  to  the  poor, 
than  to  build  stately  and  costly  monuments  for  thieves  and 
robbers  to  plunder  at  their  pleasure.  Thus  St.  Jerom  says 
of  Paula,  that  she  g-ave  all  her  substance  to  the  poor,  and 
Avislied  not  to  have  any  thing-  at  her  death,  but  that  she 
inig-l)t  l)e  beholden  for  a  winding--8heet  to  the  charity  of 
others.  And  Ephrem  Cyrus  left  it  upon  his  will,  that  no- 
tliing-  should  be  expended  upon  his  funeral ;  but  whatever 
should  be  appointed  fur  that,  should  be  g-iven  to  the  poor, 
as  Gregory  Nyssen  reports,-*  in  the  life  of  that  great  saint 
and  luminary  of  the  Eastern  Church.  And  St.  Basil  ex- 
horts rich  men  in  general,*  rather  to  expend  their  superflui- 
ties in  works  of  piety,  than  to  build  themselves  costly 
sepulchres.  "  For  what  need  have  you  of  a  sumptuous 
monument,  or  a  costly  entombing-  ?  What  advantage  is 
there  in  a  fruitless  expence  ?  Prepare  your  own  funeral 
■tvhilst  you  live.  Works  of  charity  and  mercy  are  the  fu- 
neral obsequies  you  can  bestow  upon  yourself. 


'  Prudent.  Peri  .Stephan.  Hymn  4.    de  Ilippolyto. 

Quorum   solus  liabct  coiiiperfa  vocabuln  Cliristus. 

•  F^useb.   lib.  ii.  cap.  2J,  calls  it  (Tr/';Xr/.   and  St.  Jeroin.  Titulus.   de  Script. 
J'^clcs.  rap.  2.  '  Nyssen,  ViL  Kplirein.  t.  iii.  p.  613. 

*  Basil.  Hum-  in  Dirites.  toni.  I. 
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Sect.  4.— They  differed  also  in  the  Manner  of  burying  :  the  Heathens  com- 
monly buriiinjj  the  Body,  and  putting  the  Bones  and  Ashes  in  Urns  :  but 
the  Christiaas  buried  the  Body  whole  in  the  Earth,  abhorring  the  Heathen 
Custom. 

Anotlier  difference  between  heathens  and  Christians  was 
in  the  manner  of  burying".  For  the  heathen  for  the  most 
part  burned  the  bodies  of  the  dead  in  funeral  piles,  and  then 
g-athered  up  the  bones  and  ashes,  and  put  them  in  an  urn 
above  g-round  :  but  the  Christians  abhorred  this  way  of  bu- 
rying ;  and  therefore  never  used  it,  but  put  the  body  whole 
into  the  ground ;  or  if  there  was  occasion  for  any  other  way  of 
burying,  they  embalmed  the  body,  to  lay  it  in  a  catacomb, 
that  it  might  not  be  offensive  to  them  in  such  places,  where 
they  were  sometimes  forced  to  hold  their  religious  assem- 
blies. That  the  Christians  used  the  plain  and  simple  way 
of  inhumation,  and  not  burning,  is  evident  from  the  objec- 
tion of  the  heathen  in  Minucius :'  "  They  abhor  funeral 
piles,  and  condemn  burning*  by  fire,  for  fear  it  should  hinder 
their  resurrection."  To  which  the  Christian  answers  :^  "  We 
do  not,  as  ye  suppose,  fear  any  detriment  from  burying  by 
fire,  but  we  retain  the  ancient  custom  of  inhumation  as  more 
eligrible  and  commodious."  The  same  is  evident  from  Ter- 
tuUian,  who  says,^  some  of  the  heathen  abstained  from 
burning  upon  a  superstitious  notion,  that  the  soul  hovered 
over  the  body  after  death  :  and  therefore  they  would  not 
burn  the  body  out  of  a  needless  compassion  to  the  soul. 
But,  says  he,  our  reason  is  piety  and  humanity  to  the  body, 
not  flattering  it  as  relics  of  the  soul,  but  abhorring  cruelty 
in  respect  to  the  body  itself,  forasmuch  as  no  man  deserves 
to  be  destroyed  by  a  penal  death.     In  another  place,*  he 


'  Minuc.  p.  32.     Inde  videlicet  et  execrantur  rogos,  et  dainnant  ignium 
sepulturas.  *  Ibid.  p.  101.     Nee  ut  creditis,  uUum  damnum  se- 

pulturae  timemus,  sed  veterera  et  meliorem  consuetudinem  humandi  frequen- 
tamus.  *  Tertul.  de  Aniraa.  cap.  51.     Et  hoc  enira  in  opinione 

qnorundam  est:  propterea  nee  ignibus  funerandum  aiunt,  parcentes  super- 
fluo  animx.  Alia  est  autem  ratio  pietatis  istius,  non  reliquiis  animae  adula- 
(rix,  sed  crudelitatis  rtiam  corporis  nomine  avcrsalrix,  quod  et  ipsum  homo 
non  utiqup  merralur  po-nali  exitu  impendi.  *  Id.  de  Resur.  cap.  1. 

E£;o  niagis  ridcbo  vulgus,  tunc  quoquc  quum  ipsos  defunctos  alrocissimt}  CX' 
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derides  the  heathens  for  then  contradictory  customs,  first  in 
burning  the  body  witli  great  barbarity,  and  then  making- 
feasts  and  sacrifices  at  their  graves  by  way  of  parentation, 
as  they  called  it:  which  was  to  make  the  same  fires  both 
oblige  them  and  ofTend  them  ;  to  shew  themselves  cruel 
under  the  pretence  of  piety,  and  insult  them  by  making 
feasts  in  behalf  of  those,  whom  they  had  burnt  before.  The 
critics  are  not  agreed  when  or  by  w  hat  means  this  custom 
of  burning  was  laid  aside  by  the  Romans.  Some  think  it 
was  forbidden  by  .the  two  Antonines  in  their  severe  laws 
about  funerals,  mentioned  before :  but  Gothofred  and  others, 
not  without  reason,  think  this  a  mistake  ;  because  not  only 
Tertiillian  derides  it  as  still  customary  among  the  heathen, 
but  also  because  there  is  some  intimation  given  in  one  of 
Theodosius's  laws,  that  there  was  some  remains  of  it  even 
in  his  time:  for  he  speaks  of  both  customs,  that  is,  of  bury- 
ing not  only  whole  bodies  in  coffins  under  ground,  but  also 
of  burying  in  urns  above  ground  ;'  which  supposes  the  body 
to  be  burnt  before,  and  the  remains  only,  the  bones  and  the 
ashes,  to  be  put  in  an  urn  and  kept  above  ground.  How- 
ever, it  is  certain,  that  this  custom  was  quite  worn  out  even 
among  the  heathen  within  the  space  of  forty  years  after. 
For  Mncrobius,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  the  vouncrer  Theo- 
dosius,  about  the  year  420,  says  expre>;sly,^  that  the  use  or 
custom  of  burning  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  was  quite  left  off 
in  thiit  age,  and  all  that  he  knew  of  it  was  only  from  an- 
cient reading.  It  is  most  probable,  that  the  heathen  cus- 
tom altered  by  degrees  from  the  time  of  Commodus  the 
Emperor  ;  for  Commodus  himself  and  many  of  his  friends 
were  buried  by  inhumat'on,  and  not  by  burning,  as  a  learned 
person  observes   out  of  Xipliilin  :^  and  from  that  time  the 


urit,  quos  postmodum  gulosissime  nutrit,  iiRilem  ignibus  et  proniercns  et  of- 
fendons.     ()  pii-tnlcni  de  crudelitate  ludenttm  ! 

'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ix.  tit.  17.  di-  Scpulchris  violatis.  leg.  0.  Omnia  qua  supra 
terrain  uniis  clausa,  vel  sarcofagis  corpora  dotinenlur,  extra  iirbcm  delata 
ponantur.  &c.  *  Macrob.  Saturnal.  lib.  vii.  cap.  7.     Licet  urendi 

corpora  dcfunctorura  usus  nostro  seculo  nuUus  sit,  &c.  *  Burnet. 

TraTels.  let.  ir.  p.  310, 
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custom  of  burning  might  decrease,  till  at  last  under  the 
Christian  emperors,  though  without  any  law  to  forbid  it,  the 
contrary  custom  entirely  prevailed,  and  this  quite  dwindled 
itito  nothing.  But  the  Christians  were  always  very  tena- 
cious of  the  plain  way  of  burying  by  inhumation,  and  never 
would  consent  to  use  any  other;  reckoning  it  a  great  piece 
of  barbarity  in  their  persecutors,  whenever  they  denied 
them  this  decent  interment  after  death,  as  they  sometimes 
did,  either  by  exposing-  their  bodies  to  the  fury  of  wild 
beasts  and  birds  of  prey,  or  burning  them  in  scorn  and  de- 
rision of  their  doctrine  of  a  future  resurrection.  Thus,  Eu- 
sebius  says  out  of  the  epistle  of  the  Church  of  Smyrna,* 
they  treated  Polycarp  at  the  instigation  of  the  Jews,  burn- 
ing his  body,  according  to  their  own  custom,  after  w  liich 
the  Christians  were  content  to  gather  up  his  bones  and  bury 
them.  And  so  they  treated  the  martyrs  of  Lyons  and  Vienna 
in  France,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  Christians,  whom  they 
would  not  allow  to  bury  them,  but  for  six  days  together 
kept  them  above  ground,  and  then  burned  their  bodies,  and 
cast  their  ashes  into  the  river  Rosnc,  in  despite  to  their  be- 
lief of  a  resurrection  ;  crying  out,  "  Now  let  us  see  whe- 
ther they  will  rise  again,  and  whether  their  God  is  able  to 
deliver  them  out  of  our  hands."  As  the  same  Eusebius^  re- 
lates the  story  out  of  The  Arts  and  Monuments  of  their 
Passions.  Thus  Maximus  the  president  threatened  Thara- 
cus  the  martyr,^  that  though  he  raised  himself  upon  the 
confidence  that  his  body  after  death  should  be  embalmed 
and  buried,  he  would  defeat  his  hopes  by  causing  his  body 
to  be  burnt,  and  sprinkling  his  ashes  before  the  wind.  And 
it  were  easy  to  give  other  examples  of  the  like  usage  of 
them  upon  such  occasions,  some  of  which  are  related  by 
the  heathen  historian  himself,*  not  without  some  resentment 
and  reflexion  upon  the  unnatural  cruelty  and  inhumanity  of 
such  proceedings. 


•  Euseb.  lib.  iv.  cap.  15.  ^  Ibid.  lib.  v.  cap.  I. 

•  Acta  Tharaci.  ap.  Baron,  an.  299.  n.  xxi,  *  Ammian.  Marcellin. 

lib.  xxij.  p.  -211.    Vid.  Socrat.  lib.  iii,  cap.  1.     Euseb.  lib.  viii.  cap.  6. 
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8«cT.  6. — Embalming  of  Bodies  much  u*ed  by  Christians.     And  why  more 
by  them  than  the  Heathens. 

I' rem  the  last  instance  of  the  president's  threatening  the 
martyr  Tharacus,  that  he  should  not  be  embalmed,  it  were 
easy  to  infer,  that  the  custom  of  Christians  was  to  bestow 
the  honour  and  charge  of  embalming  commonly  upon  their 
martyrs  at  least,  if  not  upon  others.  But  the  custom  seems 
to  have  been  more  general  :  for  the  heathen  in  Minucius* 
makes  it  a  matter  of  reproach  to  Christians  universally,  that 
they  would  make  use  of  no  odours  for  their  bodies  whilst 
they  lived,  but  reserved  all  costly  ointments  for  their  fune- 
rals. And  Tertullian  seems  to  intimate,*  that  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  body  for  its  funeral  with  odoriferous  spices  was 
the  general  practice  of  Christians.  "  It  is  true,"  says  he, 
"  w  e  buy  no  frankincense  :  but  if  Arabia  complains  of  this, 
let  the  Sabeans  know,  that  more  of  their  costly  wares  is 
spent  in  burying  of  Christians,  than  the  heathens  spend  in 
their  temples  in  offering  incense  to  their  gods."  One  of  the 
chief  ingfredients  in  this  unction  of  the  body  or  embalmm"" 
was  m^rrh  :  whence  Prudentius,  alluding  to  the  custom, 
says,'  "  The  Sabean  myrrh  anointing  the  body,  by  its  me- 
dicinal virtue  preserves  it  from  corruption."  This  was  the 
particular  use  and  virtue  of  myrrh,  as  Grotius  observes  out 
of  Pliny.*  And  therefore  he  tells  us  further  out  of  Hero- 
dotus also,^  that  the  Eastern  nations  were  wont  to  make  use 
of  myrrh  to  embalm  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  And  that  the 
Jews  used  an  unction  as  a  preparation  for  burial,  is  infallibly 
certain  in  general  both  from  the  testimony  of  our  Saviour 
given  to  the  woman  who  anointed  his  body  to  the  burial, 
and  also  from  what  St.  John  says  in  particular  of  Joseph  of 
Arimathca,  and  Nicodemus,  that  they  brought  a  mixture  of 


'  Minuc.  p.  35.     Non  corpus  odoribus  honostatis.     Reserratis  unguenta 
funeribus.  *  Tertul.  Apol.  cap.  42.     Thura  plane  non  emimus. 

Si  Arabite  queruntur,  sciant  Sabtei  pluris  et  carioris  suas  merces  Christianis 
sepeliendis  profligari,  quam  diis  fumigandis.  Vid.  de  Idololatria.  cap.  11  Et 
Acta  EupHi.  ap.  Baronium.  an.  303.  n.  149*  •  Frudeut.  Cathe- 

merin.  Hymn  de  Excquiis  Defunctorum.  Aspersaque  myrrha  Sabseo  corpus 
laedicaroine  servat.  *  Grot,  in  Mat.  ii.  II.  *  Herodot.  lib.  ii. 
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myrrh  and  aloes,  about  an  hundred  pound  weight,  and  took 
the  body  of  Jesus,  and  wound  it  in  the  Unen  clothes,  with 
the  spices,  as  the  manner  of  the  Jews  is  to  bury,  John  xix. 
39.     From  hence  most  probably  the  Christians  took  their 
intimation  of  paying  the  same  respect  to  the  bodies  of  the 
dead.     The  ancients  also  were  of  opinion  that  there  was 
something-  mystically  denoted  in  the  presents  made  by  the 
wise  men  to  our  Saviour  at  his  birth,  when  they  presented 
him  with  gifts,  gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh  :  gold,  as  to  a 
king  ;  frankincense,  as  to  God  ;  and  myrrh,  as  to  a  man  that 
must  die  and  be  buried.     For  though  they  might  intend 
none  of  these  things,  yet  the  Holy  Ghost  might  direct  therse 
presents  to  be  such  as  might  signify  all  these  things  with- 
out their  knowledge  ;  as  he  directed  Mary's  anointing  of 
Christ  to  his  burial ;  for  so  our  Lord  himself  was  pleased  to 
interpret  and  accept  it,  though  perhaps  that  was  not  parti- 
cularly in  her  intention.     It  is  certain  this  was  the  general 
notion  of  the  ancients  concerning  the  myrrh  presented  to 
our  Saviour:  as  Maldonat,*  from  Irenaeus,  Cyprian,  Origen, 
Basil,    Gregory   Nyssen,    Chrysostom,    Ambrose,   Austin, 
Jerom,  Juvencus,  and  Sedulius.     And  the  opinion  seems  to 
have  taken  its  original  from  the   practice  of  the  Eastern 
countries  in  using  myrrh  in  the  preparation  of  dead  bodies 
for  their  burial.     And  this  concurring  exactly  with  the  Jew- 
ish custom  and  our  Saviour's  manner  of  burial,  might  pro- 
bably the  more  incline  the  ancients  to  be  curious  in  using 
the  same  preparation  of  dead  bodies  for  their  funeral.     But 
they  had  also  a  further  reason  for  it:  for  they  were  often 
obliged  to  bury  their  dead  in  those  places  where  they  were 
to  assemble  for  divine  service  ;  and  in  that  case  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  they  should  use  embalming  to  preserve  the 
bodies  from  corruption,  and  make   those   places  to  be  the 
less  offensive :  as  I  find  a  late  ingenious  writer  is  also  in- 
clined to  think  in  his  reflections  on  this  subject.^    Now  the 
heathens  having  generally  another  way  of  burying,   this 
custom  was  of  no  use  among  them  :  for  it  was  incongruous 


'  Maldon.  in  Mat.  ii.  1 1.  *  Reeve's  Apolog.  not.  on  Minucius.  p.7G. 
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to  use  methods  to  pri'servo  the  body  from  corruption,  which 
they  intended  immediately  to  destroy  by  fire  and  reduce  to 
aslies  in  a  funeral  pile.  These  things  were  plainly  contra- 
dictory to  one  another :  and  therefore  as  the  Roman  hea- 
thens made  no  use  of  embalming-,  so  we  may  reckon  this 
another  difference  between  the  Cliristian  funerals  and  those 
of  the  heathens. 

V 
Sect.  6. — Tlic  Christians  usually  buried  by  Day,  the  Heathens  by  Niprht. 

There  was  one  difference  more  in  point  of  time.  For  the 
heathens  commonly  performed  their  funeral  obsequies  by 
night:  but  the  Christians,  when  they  had  liberty,  and  could 
do  it  with  safety,  always  chose  the  day.  In  times  of  perse- 
cution indeed,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  they  might  often 
be  forced  to  celebrate  their  funeral  otlices,  as  they  did  others, 
in  the  security  and  silence  of  the  night,  to  avoid  the  rage  of 
their  enemies.  As  we  find  an  example  in  the  passion  of 
Cyprian,'  whose  body  because  of  the  curiosity  of  the  Gen- 
tiles is  said  to  be  buried  secretly  in  the  night  with  lamps  and 
torches.  And  yet  even  this  was  not  always  the  case  in  those 
difficult  times:  for  the  judges  were  often  better  natured,  than 
to  deny  them  the  common  right  and  civility  of  burying, 
which  they  themselves  thought  was  a  debt  due  to  human 
nature  in  general :  and  therefore,  whatever  other  cruelties 
they  exercised  toward  Christians,  they  ordinarily  gratified 
them  in  suffering  tliem  to  bury  the  martyrs,  whom  they  had 
slain;  as  is  evident  from  several  of  their  acts  or  liistories  of 
their  passions:^  in  which  case  there  was  no  need  to  fly  to 
the  favour  and  security  of  the  night,  but  they  might  bury, 
as  they  often  did,  in  the  open  day.  Thus  when  Polycarp 
was  burnt,  the  disciples  afterward  were  permitted  quietly* 
to  gather  up  his  bones  and  relics,  and  bury  them  as  they 
pleased.     And  Asturius,*  a  Roman  senator,  is  famed  forcar- 


'  PassioCypr.  p.  U.  Ejus  corpus  propter  Gentilium  curiositatom  in  prox- 
imo posiluni  est  cumcereis  et  scoiacibus.  '  Passio  Muximiliani. 
adcttlccniLact.  deMort.  Persec.  p.  K).  Pompeiana  IVInlrona  corpus  ejus  de 
judice  meruit  el  imposuil  Dormilorio  suo,  &c.  '  Kuneb.  lib.  4. 
rap.    I.").                             *   Kuseb.  lib.  7.  rnp.   10, 
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ryiiig-  ]\Iailmis  on  his  own  shoulders  from  the  place  of  his 
martyrdom  to  his  grave. 

But  however  this  matter  stood  in  times  of  persecution,  it 
is  certain,  that  as  soon  as  Constantino  came  to  the  throne. 
Christians  chose  to  perform  their  funeral  rites  openly  in  the 
day:  which  they  did  all  the  time  of  Constantino  and  Con- 
stantius;  at  which  Julian  the  Apostate  was  so  highly  offen- 
ded, that  he  set  forth  an  edict  on  purpose  to  forbid  it,  which 
is  a  certain  evidence  in  the  case.  We  understand,  says  he,' 
that  the  bodies  of  the  dead  are  carried  to  their  graves  with 
great  concourse  of  people,  and  multitudes  to  attend  them; 
which  is  an  ominous  sight  and  a  defilement  to  the  eyes  of 
men.  For  how  can  the  day  be  auspicious  that  sees  a  fu- 
neral ?  Or  how  can  men  go  thence  to  the  gods  and  to  the 
temples  ?  Therefore  because  grief  in  funeral  obsequies  ra- 
ther chooses  secrecy,  and  it  is  all  one  to  the  dead  whether 
they  be  carried  forth  by  night  or  by  day,  it  is  fit  that  such 
spectacles  should  not  fall  under  the  view  of  all  the  people, 
that  true  grief,  and  not  the  pomp  and  ostentation 
of  obsequies  should  appear  in  funerals.  This  is  a 
plain  reflection  on  the  practice  of  the  Christians  in  the  two 
foregoing  reigns.  It  grieved  Julian  to  see  the  Christians 
celebrate  their  funerals  so  openly  by  day,  and  with  indica- 
tions of  jov  rather  than  grief,  especially  in  their  transla- 
tions of  martyrs,  which  was  of  the  same  nature  with  fu- 
nerals, and  was  performed  with  great  magnificence  and  ex- 
pressions of  joy,  with  psalmody  and  hymns  to  God,  in  a 
general  assembly  and  concourse  of  the  people.  As  it  was 
particularly  in  the  translation  of  Babylus  from  Daphne  to 
Antioch,  which  happened  in  his  time,  and  was  one  of  the 
great   grievances   in  his   reign,  for,  as   the  historian    tells 


>  Cod.  Th.  lib.  9.  tit.  17.  de  Violandis  Sepulchiis.  leg.  5.  Effeni  cog- 
noviii  us  cadavera  mortuorum  per  confeitamjiopuli  frequentiam,  et  perinaxi- 
mam  insistentium  densitatem  :  quod  quidem  oculos  hominem  infaustis  incestat 
aspectibus.  Qui  enim  dies  est  bene  auspicatus  3.  funere  ?  aut  quomodo  ad 
deos  et  templa  venietur?  Ide6que  quoniam  et  dolor  in  exsequiis  secretum 
amat,  et  diem  functis  nihil  interest,  utrum  per  noctes  an  per  dies  efferantur 
liberari  convenit  populi  totius  aspectus,  ut  Dolor  esse  in  funeribus,  non 
pompa  Exsequiarum,  nee  ostentatio  videatur. 
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US,'  all  theChristiansof  Antiocli,inen  and  women,  yoiiiif^  men 
and  virgins,  old  men  and  children  accompanied  the  coflin  all 
the  way,  having-  their  precentors  to  sing  psalms,  at  the  end 
of  every  one  of  which  the  whole  multitude  joined  by  way 
of  antiphonal  response,  with  this  vorslcle  ;  "  Confounded  be 
all  they  that  worship  carved  images,  and  that  boast  tliem- 
selves  in  idols  or  vain  gods."  This  they  did  for  the  space  of 
six  thousand  paces  or  forty  furlongs,  even  in  the  hearing  of 
Julian  himself:  which  so  enraged  him,  that  the  next  day 
he  put  many  of  them  into  prison,  and  some  to  extreme  tor- 
ture and  death.  And  this,  no  doubt,  was  the  secret  reason 
of  his  enacting  that  law  against  the  manner  of  celebrating 
Christian  funerals  ;  though  the  law  itself  pretends  other 
reasons,  taken  from  thesuperstitious  principles  of  his  profound 
philosophy  and  religion.  His  first  reason  is,  that  the  very 
sight  of  a  funeral  by  day,  and  much  more  their  attendance 
upon  it,  pollutes  men  so,  that  they  are  not  fit  all  that  day  to 
attend  upon  the  service  of  the  gods.  And  therefore  a  priest 
or  a  magistrate,  by  the  rules  of  the  Roman  superstitition, 
was  not  allowed  to  attend  upon  any  funeral  by  day,  but  only 
by  night;  as  Gothofred,"^  out  of  the  best  Roman  writers, 
Servius  and  Donatus,  Aulus  Gellius,  Seneca,  Tacitus  and 
Dio,  shews  at  large  in  his  exposition  of  that  law.  This  is 
a  reason  taken  from  the  principles  of  his  own  superstition  in  re- 
ligion. Another  is  taken  from  the  principles  of  his  philosophy, 
of  which  he  pretended  to  be  a  great  master ;  namely  this,  that 
the  secrecy  and  silence  of  the  night  was  fitter  for  sorrow, 
than  the  pomp  and  ostentation  of  the  day,  as  he  called  it. 
A  third  reason  was,  that  it  was  all  one  to  the  dead,  whether 
they  were  buried  by  night  or  by  day:  and  therefore 
it  was  more  commodious  to  bury  by  night  for  the  sake  of  the 
living,  who  by  nocturnal  funerals  could  not  be  polluted  or 
offended.  Hut  the  Christians  despised  these  reasons  both 
as  unphilosophical,  and   ridiculous  and  irreligious.     As  to 


'  Soorat.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xviii.  Sozomcii.  lib.    v.    cap.   19.    RiiBin.   lib.    i, 
cap.  3.).  Theodor.  lib.  iii.  cap.   lO. 
"  Oothufrrd  in  dirt.  Ir-?.  Juiiani. 
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the  first,  they  knew  no  pollution  arising*  iVom  the  attendance 
of  a  dead  body  or  a  funeral.  The  bodies  of  Christians  were 
the  members  of  Christ,  both  alive  and  dead  ;  and  they 
owned  no  defilement  in  accompanying*  such  to  their  graves, 
who  were  there  only  laid  asleep  and  at  rest,  as  candidates 
of  the  resurrection.  Whatever  the  Gentile  theolog-y  might 
teach,  they  were  fully  persuaded  that  the  dead  were  in 
the  communion  of  Saints  still,  and  as  such  might  be 
communicated  with  and  attended  without  any  moral 
defilement  or  pollution.  And  for  his  second  reason  from  philo- 
sophy, that  the  night  is  more  convenient  for  sorrow,  while 
the  day  only  serves  for  pomp  and  ostentation  :  this  was  no 
argument  to  them,  who  were  taught  not  to  give  way  to 
excessive  sorrovvforthe  dead,  nor  to  sorrow  as  others  without 
hope  for  them  that  were  only  fallen  asleep  :  for  Christian 
mournings  had  also  a  mixture  of  joy  and  comfort  in  them  : 
their  funeral  pomp  was  chiefly  psalmody  and  praises,  witli 
which  they  conducted  the  deceased  party  to  the  g-rave  :  and 
such  a  pomp  as  that  had  nothing'  of  ostentation  in  it :  it  served 
only  to  provoke  the  living  to  holiness  and  virtue,  to  be  mind- 
ful of  death,  and  to  make  a  good  preparation  for  it:  and 
therefore  was  proper  to  be  exhibited  in  open  view,  in  the 
eyes  of  all  the  people,  in  the  most  public  manner,  among- 
crowds  of  spectators  and  a  general  concourse.  For  all 
which  the  day  was  far  more  convenient  than  the  night, 
the  design  of  their  funerals  being  to  be  seen  of  all  the 
people.  And  therefore  since  it  was  an  indifferent  thing*  to 
the  dead  whether  they  were  buried  by  day  or  by 
night,  which  was  his  third  reason,  the  Christians 
chose  the  day  for  such  solemnities,  as  being  much  more 
proper  for  the  living,  whose  advantage  herein  was  chicfly 
Tegarded. 

And  upon  these  reasons  the  Christians  continued  to  per- 
form their  funeral  obsequies  by  day,  notwithstanding 
Julian's  inhibition  or  reasons  to  the  contrary.  Gothofred 
thinks,  that  from  this  time  there  is  no  instance  of  their  bury- 
^"8"  ^y  night:  against  which  he  says  there  is  nothing  to  be 
alleged  but   one   passage  in   St.  Ambrose,  which  seems  to 

VOL.  vii.  y 
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speak  still  of  funerals  by  night:'  for  writing-  to  widows,  he 
bids  them  consider,  whether  marrying-  ag^ain,  and  being  con- 
ducted home  with  torches  in  the  night,  would  not  look  as 
much  like  a  funeral  as  a  marriage  ?  but  Gothofred  says, 
this  is  not  any  account  of  fact,  or  what  was  then  practised, 
but  only  an  allusion  to  the  ancient  custom  of  using  torches 
both  at  marriages  and  funerals,  according-  to  that  of  the  poet, 

"  Vivite  felices  infer  utramque  facem,'' 

which  was  the  common  acclamation  of  the  people  to  the  new 
married  couple,  "  Live  happy  all  your  lives  betiveen  your 
marriage  torch  and  your  funeral  torchy  But  I  am  not  sure 
thatthisisa  good  answer,  because  there  are  other  undeniable 
evidences  in  fact  of  Christians  burying"  with  lamps  and  torches 
attendinof  the  funeral.  And  therefore  some  other  account 
seems  necessary  to  be  given  of  it :  and  it  may  be  this :  that 
the  Christians  even  when  they  buried  by  day,  used  some- 
times to  carry  lighted  torches  in  the  procession  of  the 
funeral,  as  a  demonstration  of  joy  :  which  they  also  did 
upon  some  other  occasions.  For  St.  Jerom  says,'  "  in  all 
the  Churches  of  the  East,  when  the  Gospel  was  to  be  read, 
they  lighted  candles  in  the  day-time,  not  to  drive  away  the 
darkness,  but  to  give  a  demonstration  and  testimony  of  their 
joy  for  the  g-ood  news,  which  the  Gospel  brought,  and  by  a 
corporeal  symbol  to  represent  that  light,  of  which  the  Psalm- 
ist speaks,  "  thy  word  is  a  lamp  to  my  feet,  and  a  light  unto 
my  paths."  And  therefore  it  is  not  improbable  but  that 
they  might  use  the  same  ceremony  in  their  funerals  by  day 
and  for  the  same  reason,  to  demonstrate  their  joy,  rather 
than  sorrow  like  the  heathens.  In  fact  it  is  evident  beyond 
dispute,  that  they  did  use  lighted  torches  at  their  funerals; 
and  yet  no  intimation  is  given  that  their  funerals  were  by 
night.     Nazianzen.  speaking  of  the  obsequies  of  his  brother 


'  Anibros.  dc  Viduis.  Cum  acccnsis  funalibus   nox  diicitur,  nonnc  pomps 
funeris  expquias  mai^'is  piitut  quiim  tlialamum  prjcparari  ? 
•  Hicron.  cont.  Vigilant,  nip.  3. Per  tolas  Oriciitis  ecclcsias,  quum   legen- 
dum  »-st  evanpt'lium,  acopndimtiir  luininaria  jam  sole  rulilante,  non  utique  ad 
fugundas  ti-ncbras,  sed  ad  signum  iKtitisu  dumoustrandum,  &c. 
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Caesarius,  says  expressly,*  that  his  mother  carried  a  torch  in 
her  hand  before  his  body  at  his  funeral.  St.  Jerom  says,^  the 
bishops  of  Palestine  did  the  like  at  the  funeral  of  the  famous 
Lady  Paula:  some  of  them  in  honour  to  her  carried  her 
body  to  the  grave,  and  others  went  before  the  corpse  with 
lamps  and  torches  in  their  hands.  Gregory  Nyssen  gives 
the  same  account  of  the  funeral  of  his  sister  Macrina,^  that 
the  clerg-y  went  before  the  corpse,  carrying-  lig-hted  torches 
in  their  hands.  And  Theodoret,*  speaking'  of  the  translation 
of  Chrysostom's  body  from  Comanre  to  Constantinople,  says, 
there  was  such  a  multitude  of  people  met  him  in  ships  in  his 
passag-e  over  the  Bosphorus,  that  the  sea  was  even  covered 
with  lamps.  St.  Chrysostora  himself  speaks  also  of  the 
use  of  lamps  in  their  funerals.^  And  in  one  of  Justinian's^ 
novels  the  Acolythists  are  forbidden  to  exact  any  thing  for 
their  torches,  because  at  Constantinople  they  were  allowed 
for  funerals  out  of  a  public  fund,  which  was  there  pro- 
vided for  the  interment  of  the  dead.  These  are  not 
bare  allusions  to  an  ancient  custom,  but  plain  accounts  of 
fact,  which  either  prove  that  Christians  celebrated  some  of 
their  funerals  by  night,  or  else  that  they  used  lighted 
torches  by  day;  as  some  of  the  testimonies  seem  to  intimate; 
For  Chrysostom  says,  they  used  their  lights  before  the  dead 
to  signify  that  they  were  champions  or  conquerors,  and  as 
such,  conducted  in  triumph  to  their  graves.  And  thus  far, 
Gothofred's  opinion  may  be  admitted,  that  the  Christians 
generally  celebrated  their  funerals  by  day:  but  then  this 
must  be  added  to  it,  that  they  used  lamps  and  torches 
lighted  in  the  day,  to  express  their  joy,  and  signify  their 
respect  and  honour  to  the  deceased  as  a  victorious  combat- 
ant, who  had  conquered  this  world  here  below,  and  was 
now  gone  to  take  possession  of  a  better  world  above. 


'  Naz.  Orat.  10.  in  Caesarium.  t.  1.  p.  169.  «  Hieron.  Ep. 

27.  ad  Eustoch.  in  Epitaph.  Paulae.  Translata  episcoporum  manibus,  ©t  cer- 
vicem  feretro  subjicientibus,  cum  alii  ponlifices  lampadas  cereosque  prsefer- 
rent.  '  Nyssen.  Vit,  Macrinae.  t.  ii.  p.  201. 

♦  Theod.  lib.  v.  cap.  36.  ♦  Chrys.  Horn.  4.  in  Hebr.  p.  1784. 

•  Justin.  No?el.  69.  cap.  5. 
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any  weight  could  be  laid  upon  the  uncertain  authority  of  the 
writer  of  the  life  of  St.  German  Bishop  of  Auxerre  in  Surius, 
it  would  put  the  matter  out  of  dispute:  for  he  says,'  the  mul- 
titude of  lights  used  at  his  funeral  seemed  to  outdo  the  sun, 
and  beat  back  its  rays  at  noon-day.  But  w  ithout  this  uncer- 
tain testimony  enough  has  been  said  to  shew  the  difference 
between  the  custom  of  the  heathens  burying  by  night  and 
the  Christians  l)urying  by  day,  which  is  the  principal  thing- 
I  intended  in  this  part  of  my  discourse.  I  only  add  one 
thing  by  way  of  confirmation,  that  the  Christians  in  this  age 
generally  celebrated  the  Eucharist  at  their  funerals,  which 
is  a  service  belonging  to  the  day,  and  not  the  night ;  and  to 
the  morning-  part  of  the  day,  and  not  the  afternoon.  Whence 
in  one  of  the  Councils  of  Carthag-e  we  find  an  order,  that  if 
any  commendation  of  the  dead  was  to  be  made  in  the  after- 
noon, it  should  be  performed  only  w  ith  prayers  and  not  the 
celebration  of  the  Eucharist :  which  is  a  certain  arg-ument, 
that  their  funerals  were  then  generally  by  day,  since  the 
funeral  office  was  in  a  manner  appropriated  to  the  eucharis- 
tical  or  morning  service:  but  of  this  more  hereafter  in  its 
proper  place. 


CHAR  III. 

How  they  preparpd  the  Body  for  the  Funeral,  and  with  what 
reliyioiis  Ceremonies  and  Solemnities  they  interred  it. 

Sect.  1. — Christians  always  careful  to  bury  the  Dead  even  with  the  Hazard 
of  their  Lives. 

Come  we  now  to  the  ceremonies  used  in  preparing  the 
body  for  the  funeral,  and  the  solemnity  of  interring  it.  No 
act  of  charity    is  more  magnified  by  the    Ancients  than  thi.s 


'  Suriut.  30.  Tul,  ap.  Durant.  de  Ritib.  lib.  i.  cap.  83.  n.  U. 
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of  burying-  the  dead :  and  therefore  they  many  times  ven- 
tured upon  it  even  with  the  hazard  of  their  lives.  In  tinjes 
of  persecution,  and  in  times  of  pestilential  diseases  this  could 
not  be  done  without  great  danger;  and  yet  they  never  scru- 
pled it  in  either  case.  Asturius,  a  Roman  senator,*  took  the 
body  of  Marinus  the  martyr  from  the  place  of  execution,  and 
carried  it  on  his  own  shoulders  to  the  g-rave.  x^nd  Eutyehia- 
nus  is  celebrated  in  the  Roman  martyrology  and  the  ponti- 
fical for  having  buried  three  hundred  and  forty-two  martyrs 
in  several  places  w  ith  his  own  hands.-  Sometimes  they  ven- 
tured to  steal  away  the  bodies  of  the  martyrs  in  tlie  night, 
when  they  could  not  otherwise  either  by  money  or  entrea- 
ties get  liberty  to  bury  them.  As  we  learn  from  the  epistle 
of  the  Church  of  Lyons  and  Vienna  in  Eusebius,^  where  the 
brethren  express  their  profoundest  sorrow  and  grief  because 
their  enemies  would  not  suffer  them  to  bury  the  bodies  of 
their  martyrs.  For  they  kept  such  a  strict  guard  upon  them, 
that  they  could  not  come  at  them  by  night  to  take  them 
away,  neither  would  money  prevail,  nor  any  solictations 
move  the  keepers  to  deliver  the  bodies  up  to  be  buried,  but 
they  kept  them  six  days  exposed  in  the  open  air,  and  then 
burned  them,  and  scattered  their  ashes  in  the  river,  that 
there  might  be  no  relics  of  them  remaining^  upon  the  earth. 
The  brethren  here  ventured  their  lives  by  night,  to  have 
got  the  bodies,  if  it  had  been  possible,  to  have  given  them 
a  decent  funeral.  And  there  want  not  instances  in  the 
ancient  martyrologies  of  some,  who  became  martyrs  them- 
selves upon  this  account  for  their  excessive  charity  to  their 
brethren.  The  other  difficult  case,  in  which  they  expressed 
an  equal  charity  and  concern,  was  the  time  when  pestilen- 
tial diseases  raged  in  the  world.  Even  in  this  case  they 
would  never  desert  their  brethren  while  alive,  nor  leave  them 
unburied  after  death.  Dionysius  Bishop  of  Alexandria  gives 
us  a  remarkable  instance  of  this  care,*  in  that  terrible  plague 
that  happened  in  Egypt  in  his  time.  He  says,  the  Christi- 
ans not  only  attended   their  brethren   when  they  were  sick. 


•  Euseb.  lib.  7.  cap.  16.  "  Ponlifical.  Vit.  Eiitychiani. 

*  Euseb.  lib.  v.  cap.  1.  •  Ap.  Euseb.  lib.  Tii.  c»p.  25?. 
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but  also  took  care  of  them  when  they  were  dead,  closing 
their  eyes  and  mouths,  laying-  them  forth,  watching-  with 
tiiem,  washingtheir  bodies,  dressing-  them  and  clothing  them 
in  garments  proper  for  their  burial,  and  then  carrying  them 
out  on  their  own  shoulders  to  their  graves:  in  doing  which 
they  often  ventured  so  far,  that  in  a  short  time  it  was  their 
own  lot  to  have  the  same  good  offices  done  to  themselves 
by  others. 

Sect.  2.— How  they  prepared  the  Body  for  Burial.     First,  Clo-iinpf  its  Eyes 
and  Mouth :  a  decent  Circumstance  observed  by  all  Nations. 

This  passage  of  Dionysius  shews  us  not  only  the  great 
charit\'  of  the  ancient  Christians  in  burying  the  dead,  but 
also  some  of  the  lesser  circumstances  and  ceremonies  than 
usually  observed  in  preparing  and  decently  composing  the 
body  for  its  burial.  First,  he  says,  they  were  used  to  close 
its  eyes  and  mouth  as  soon  as  it  was  dead.  Which  was  a 
custom  of  decency  observed  by  all  nations,  and  taught  them 
as  a  comely  thing  by  nature  itself.  Only  the  Romans  added 
another  ceremony  to  it,  which  had  nothing  of  nature,  but 
superstition  in  it :  which  was,  as  Pliny  describes  it,*  to  open 
their  eyes  again  at  the  funeral  pile,  and  shew  them  to 
heaven  :  which,  according  to  the  Roman  superstition,  was 
as  necessary  to  be  done,  as  it  was  necessary  at  first  to  close 
their  eyes  against  the  sight  of  men.  The  ground  of  this 
superstition  I  will  not  stand  to  enquire  into,  but  only  observe, 
that  as  the  Christians  rejected  this  ceremony  because  it  was 
a  mere  superstition,  so  they  retained  the  other  as  agreeable 
to  that  decency,  which  is  taught  by  nature. 

Sect.  3.— Then  Washing  the  Body  in  Water. 

The  next  circumstance  mentioned  by  Dionysius  was  lay- 
ing the  body  out,  and  washing  it  with  water.     This  was  a 


•  Plin.  Nat.  Hist.  lib.  xi.  cap.  37.  p.  204-.  Morientibus  oculos  operire,  rur- 
susque  in  rogo  pntofacere,  quiriliuin  mofi^no  rltu  sacrum  est.  Ita  more  con- 
dito,  lit  nrqiie  ab  hoinine  supremum  eos  npectari  fas  sit,  et  ccclo  nou 
ostendi  ncfas, 
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ceremony  used  not  only  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  but  by 
the  Hebrews  also :  from  whom  it  was  taken  and  continued 
by  the  Christians,  as  it  is  now  by  the  Jews,  though  for  more 
superstitious  reasons  than  formerly,  as  Buxtorf  acquaints  us,* 
at  this  day.  That  it  was  a  very  early  rite  derived  from  the 
Jews  to  the  Christians,  we  learn  from  the  account,  which  is 
given  of  Tabitha,  Acts,  ix.  37.  where  it  is  said,  that  when 
she  was  dead,  they  washed  her,  and  laid  her  in  an  upper 
chamber.  And  some  will  have  this  to  be  the  meaning  of  the^ 
Apostle,  1.  Cor.  xv.  29.  where  he  speaks  of  being  baptised 
or  washed  for  the  dead  :  which  is  not  so  certain.  However, 
the  custom  is  mentioned  as  usual  among  Christians,  not 
only  by  Dionysius,  but  Tertullian,  who  says,^  the  Christians 
used  bathing  as  well  as  the  heathens,  at  proper  times  for 
health,  to  preserve  their  vital  heat  and  blood  :  for  it  was  time 
enough  to  grow  pale  and  cold  when  they  came  to  be  washed 
after  death.  This  was  also  an  innocent  and  decent  cere- 
mony, and  therefore  the  Christians  retained  it,  not  for  any 
mystical  signification,  that  any  of  them  mention,  but  as  a 
civil  rite,  and  comely  preparation  of  the  body  for  its  burial. 
How  long  it  continued  in  practice,  1  know  not  exactly:  but 
Durantus  gives  later  instances  of  its  use,*  out  of  Gregory 
the  Great,  and  Gregory  of  Tours,  and  Bede's  Life  of  St. 
Cuthbert,  and  Eginhardus's  Life  of  Charles  the  Great. 

Sect.  4. — Dressing  it  in  Funeral  Robes :  and  these  sometimes  rich  and 

splendid. 

The  next  circumstance  noted  by  Dionysius,  is  dressing 
and  adorning  the  body  in  robes  proper  for  its  funeral.  He 
takes  no  notice  of  anointing  the  body  with  precious 
ointment,  nor  of  the  use  of  any  embalming,  which  was  pro- 
per to  be  mentioned  between  washing  and  clothing  ;  be- 
cause this  was  not   so  generally  used,  as  being  a  more 


•  Buxtorf.  Syuagog.  Judaic,  cap.  35.  p.  501.  •  Vid.  Beza. 

in  Act.  9.  37.  s  Tertul.  Apol.  cap.  42.  Lavor  honesta  hora 

et  salubri,  quse  mihi  et  calorem  et  sanguinera  servet:  rigero  ct  pallero  post 
lavacrum  mortuus  possum.  *  Durant.  de  Ritib.  lib.  i,  cap. 

23.  n.  13. 
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cliarg'eable  thing",  and  not  so  proper  tliorefore  to  the  deplor- 
able case  he  was  speaking-  of.  But  we  have  had  occasion  to 
speak  enough  of  this  before.  The  present  circumstance  of 
dressing"  and  adorning-  the  bodv  in  sonne  robes  or  vestments 
proper  for  its  burial,  is  mentioned  by  several  other  writers, 
who  speak  of  these  robes  as  ditt'ering  much,  either  accord- 
ing-to  thedig-nity  and  (|nality  of  the  deceased,  or  the  quality 
of  those,  Avho  prepared  then).  Eusebius  says,*  Asturius  be- 
ing- a  rich  and  noble  Roman  senator,  wound  up  the  body 
of  Marinus  tlie  martyr,  "  iv  /ua'Aa  TrXsaicoc,  in  a  very  rick 
i/arment,^'  and  so  carried  him  to  his  grave.  And  Constan- 
tine,  according-  to  the  dig-nity  of  an  emperor,  was  buried  in 
a  purple  robe,  with  other  mngniticence  proper  to  the  dig-- 
iiity  of  his  person,  as  the  same  Eusebius  informs  us.*  And 
St.  Jerom  signifies  this  to  have  been  the  custom  of  the  rich,^ 
though  according- to  his  usual  manner  he  somewhat,  satirically 
inveig-hs  against  it:  spare,  I  pray,  yourselves,  spare  at  least 
your  riches,  which  ye  love:  why  do  you  wind  up  your  dead 
in  clothes  of  gold  (  wl)y  does  not  your  ambition  cease  in 
tJie  midst  of  mourning-  and  tears  ?  cannot  the  bodies  of  the 
rich  find  a  way  to  rot  any  otherwise  than  in  silk  ?  thus  he 
at  once  gives  us  the  custom,  and  his  own  tart  reflexion  on 
it;  shewing  himself  a  friend  rather  to  the  plain  and  common 
way  of  drejssing  the  dead  for  their  funeral:  which  was  to 
■wrap  them  up  in  clean  linen  clothes,  after  the  example  of 
Christ's  body,  as  the  manner  of  the  Jews  was  to  bury.  So 
St.  Jerom  says  in  another  place,*  speaking  of  the  woman  that 
was  seven  times  smitten  :  the  clergy,  whose  office  it  was, 
-wonnd  up  her  bloody  body  in  linen-clothes.  And  so  Pruden- 
dentius  in  his  Ilynm  upon  the  Obsequies  of  the  dead  repre- 


'  Kusrb.  lib.  vii.  cnji.  IG.  *  Euseb.  tie  Vit.  Const,  lib. 

4.  cap.6H.  ""  Ilii'ion.  Vit.  Paul!. 

Parcite,  qureso,  vobis,  parcile  saltern  fiivitiis  qnns  ainatis. 

Cnr  ft  niortuns  vestros  uuiatis  obvoh  itis  vi'Slibus  ? 

Cnr  unibitio  inter  Indus  inrhryniasque  non  cessat  ? 

An  radHvcra   rlivitnin  nisi  insrrico  juitrrsror*'  nesciunt  ? 
*  Tlinron.  Kp.  40.  ad  Jnndcent  (  l«'rici  (]uilnis  id   officii  erat,  crutntum  linteo 
cadaver  nb^olM  runt. 
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sents  it  as  tlie  most  usual  funeral  dress.'  And  Atlianasius 
says,'  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Egyptians  to  use  linen  not 
only  for  the  meaner  sort  of  people,  but  for  the  nobles  also 
and  the  martyrs.  However,  some  adorning-  or  other  was 
always  used:  and  therefore  Sidonius  Apollinaris  represents 
it,^  as  a  thing  contrary  to  the  common  way  of  burying-  in  the 
Goths,  that  being-  forced  to  inter  their  slain  in  a  tumultuous 
manner,  they  could  neither  wash  them,  nor  clothe  them  for 
the  grave,  but  threw  whole  loads  of  them  naked  and  drop 
ping-  with  blood  into  the  earth  ;  which  is  usual  enough  in 
burying'  the  slain  of  an  army  in  the  field,  but  no  way  agree- 
able to  tlie  mnnner  of  burying-  in  time  of  peace.  He,  that 
would  see  more  of  this  custom,  may  consult  the  learned 
Savaro's  notes  upon  Sidonius,  who  gives  other  instances  out 
of  Atnobins,  and  Lactantius,  and  Corippus,  and  Gregory  of 
'J'ours,  and  Constantius's  life  of  Germanus,  which  I  will  not 
stand  to  repeat  in  this  place.  I  only  add  that  of  St.  Jerom,* 
Avhere  he  commends  the  lady  Paula  for  her  great  charity  to 
the  poor,  in  that  she  never  suffered  any  of  their  bodies  to 
go  without  a  funeral  garment  to  their  graves;  and  out  of 
her  immense  propensity  to  the  practice  of  this  virtue,  wish- 
ed, that  she  herself  mig-ht  die  poor,  and  be  beholden  to  the 
charity  of  some  other  to  give  her  a  piece  of  linen  to  wrap 
up  her  body  for  its  funeral:  and  to  this  subjoin  that  passage 
of  St.  Chrysostom,*  where  he  makes  this  funeral  clothing  to 
have  something  of  signification  in  it,  saying,  "  We  clothe 
the  dead  in  new  garments,  to  signify  or  represent  before- 
hand their  putting  on  the  new  clothing  of  incorruption. 

Sect.  5. — Watching  and  attendins-  if  in  its  CoflRn  till  the  Time  of  the 

Funeral. 

The  next  circumstance  mentioned  in  the  short  account  of 
Dionysius,  is  the  decent  composing  them  in  their  coffin,  and 

'  Prudent,  ratli^-mer.  in  Hymn,  ad  PLxequias  Defunctorum,     Candore  ni- 
tenlia  claro  prsetenderc  lintea  mos  est.  «  Athan.  Vit.  Antonii. 

*  Sidon.  lib.  iii.  ep.  3.     Quibus  nee  elutis  vestimenta,  nee  vestitis  sepulchra 
tribuebant.  *  Hieron.  Epitaph.  Paulse.     Quis  inopum  morieni 

lion  illius  vestimenti.s  obrolutus  est?  '  Chrys.  Horn.  I  Hi.  t.  vi. 

Kd.  Savil. 
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watching"  and  attending]:  them  till  the  time  of  their  funeral. 
It  was  the  custom  of  all  nations  to  let  the  dead  corpse  lie 
some  time  unburied,  lest  there  'should  chance  to  be  some 
vital  spirit  or  remains  of  life  in  them,  that  mig-ht  be  quite 
destroyed  by  too  hasty  a  funeral.  For  this  reason  the  Ro- 
mans let  their  body  lie  seven  days  ;  mean  while  using-  their 
ablution  in  warm  water,  and  their  several  conclamations,  as 
they  called  them,  to  try  if  there  was  any  spirit  left  in  them, 
which  might  be  awaked  and  recovered  to  life  again.  If 
after  the  last  conclamation  no  sign  of  life  appeared,  then 
conclamatum  est,  there  was  no  remedy,  after  this  cry  they 
carried  them  forth  to  their  funeral  pile.  The  Roman  anti- 
quaries note  further,  that  the  rich  were  commonly  laid  in 
beds,  and  the  poorer  sort  in  coffins,  in  the  porch  or  entrance 
of  their  houses,  close  by  their  g-ate.  The  Christians'  cere- 
monies were  in  some  thing's  the  same,  and  in  some  thing-s  a 
little  refinement  upon  these.  The  common  sort  of  people 
were  laid  in  coffins  of  plain  wood,  as  St,  Ambrose  and 
others  inform  us.*  For  in  this  the  Christians  chose  rather 
to  follow  the  heathens  than  the  Jews ;  the  Jews  using-  no 
coffins,  but  only  grave-clothes  to  wrap  up  the  body,  and 
biers  to  carry  it  to  the  grave.  Others  had  their  coffins 
adorned  with  more  costly  materials.  Constantine  was  put 
in  a  coffin  overlaid  with  gold,  "  Iv  XP^^V  ^(ipvaKi,""  as  both 
Eusebius  and  Socrates  word  it,'  and  that  was  covered  also 
with  a  purple  pall.  St.  Jerom  says  likewise,  that  Blesilla, 
the  daughter  of  Paula,  a  rich  lady  in  Rome,  had  her  coffin 
covered  with  a  cloth  of  gold  :  but  St.  Jerom  himself  did  not 
like  it ;  for  he  says  immediately  U[)on  it,^  "  it  seemed  to  him 
as  if  he  then  heard  Christ  crying  from  heaven,  I  own  not 
this  garment :  this  clothing  is  none  of  mine  ;  this  ornament 
is  the  ornament  of  strangers."  From  whence  we  may  con- 
clude, that  this  way  of  adorning  coffins  so  pompously  was 


'  Anibros.  in  Luc.  2.  cited  by  Durant.  dc  Ritib.  lib.  i.  cap.  23. 
"  Euscb.  Vit.  Const,  lib.  iv,  c.  GO.     Socrat.  lib.  i.  cap,  40, 
"  Hicron.  Ep.  27,  ad  Paulam.     Auri'iira  fcrctro  vflamen  obtenditur.     Vide- 
batiir  mihi  tunc  rlaniaie  do  coclo.    Non  agnosco  Testes:  amictus  i.ste  noii 
mens:  liic  ornalus  alicniis  est. 
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not  very  common  among-  Christians.     Neither  did  thev  imi- 
tate the  heathens  in  their  collocation  in  the  porches  or  en- 
trance of  their  houses:    thoug-h  Durantus   says,^   this   old 
Roman  custom  is  still  continued  at  Paris  :  but  they  set  their 
coffins  either  in  some  inner  room  of  their  house,  or  an  upper 
room,  as  we  read  of  Tabitha,  Acts,  ix.  37  ;  or  carried  thera 
to  the  church,   where  they   watched   with   the  body  to  the 
time  of  its  funeral.     Eusebius  says,^  Constantine's  body  was 
laid  in  his  golden  coffin   covered  with  purple  in  one  of  the 
chief  rooms  of  the  palace,  where  lights  were  hang^ed  round 
about  it  in  golden  candlesticks ;  and  the  body  so  adorned 
with  the  purple  robe  and  royal  diadem,  was  attended  by  the 
watchers    for  several  days   and  nights   together:    such   a 
splendid  sight  as  was  never  seen  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world  before.     Others  chose  immediately  after  death  to  be 
laid  in  the  church,  where  the  watchers  also  attended  them 
till  they  were  carried  forth  to  their  funeral.     Thus  Paulinus 
tells  us,^  the  body  of  St.  Ambrose,  as  soon  as  it  was  dead, 
was  carried  into  the  church,  and  there  they  watched  with 
him  the  night  before  Easter.     And  here,  instead  of  the  Ro- 
man conclamation,  they  were  wont  to  make  the  church  echo 
with  psalmody,  and  hymns,  and  praises  to  God,  which  was 
a  noble  refinement  upon  the  old  ceremony  of  conclamation. 
Thus   Greg'ory  Nyssen   represents  the  watching  that  was 
kept  with  the  body  of  his  sister  Macrina.*    They  watched 
and  sung  psalms  all  night,  as  they  were  used  to  do  on  the 
vigils  or  pernoctations  preceding  the  festivals  of  the  martyrs. 
And  something  of  this  kind  is  that,  which  St.  Austin  says* 
was  done  in  his  mothers  house  some  time  after  she  was 
dead  :  Euodius  took  the  psalter  and  began  to  sing  a  psalm, 
and  the  whole  family  answered  alternately,  "  I  will  sing  of 
mercy  and  judgment:  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  will  1  sing." 


'  Durant.  de  Ritib.  lib.  i.  cap.  23.  n.  13.  '  Euseb.  Vit.  Const, 

lib.  iv.  c.  6G.  5  Paulin.  Vit.  Ambros.    Ad  ecclesiam,  antelucanS 

liora  qua  defunctus  est,  corpus  ipsius  portatum  est,  ibique  eadem  fuit  nocte 
quain  vigilavinius  in  Pascha.  Vid.  Gregor.  Turon.  de  Gloria  Confessor,  cap. 
104.  ♦  Nyssen.  Vit.  Macrina;.  t.  ii.  p.  200.  *  Aug. 

Confess,  lib.  ix.  c.  1:^. 


332  THE    ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  [bOOK   XXlll. 

Sect.  6. — The  ExportRlion  of  tlip  Body  pcrfdimod  by  near  Relations,  or 
Persons  of  Dignity,  or  any  charitable  Persons,  as  the  Case  and  Circum- 
stances of  the  Party  required. 

The  last  circumstance  mentioned  by  Dionysiiis,  is  the  ex- 
portation of  the  body  to  the  grave :  which  in  the  particular 
case  he  speaks  of,  being  the  time  of  a  raging  plague  and 
pestilence,  was  done  by  such  charitable  persons  as  were 
willinof  to  venture  their  own  lives  to  dischurjip  these  last 
pious  oflices  to  their  dying  brethren.  And  there  were  many 
occasions  for  this  sort  of  charity  in  the  three  first  ages,  not 
only  upon  the  account  of  infectious  diseases,  but  for  the 
multitude  of  martyrs,  and  numbers  of  the  poor,  who  had 
nothing  to  depend  upon  but  the  kindness  of  such  charitable 
persons  in  the  Church.  Sometimes  this  office  was  perform- 
ed by  the  next  relations  ;  and  sometimes  by  persons  of  rank 
and  quality,  when  they  designed  to  do  a  particular  honour 
to  the  party  deceased  in  regard  to  his  merit  and  virtue.  I 
have  noted  before,  out  of  Eusebius,'  how  Asttirius,  a  noble 
Roman  senator,  carried  jMarinus  the  martyr  on  his  own 
shoulders  to  his  grave:  and  how  Eutychian,  Bishop  of 
Rome,  is  said  to  have  buried  above  three  hundred  martyrs 
with  his  own  hands.  St.  Jerom  also  tells  us,*  that  the 
bishops  of  Palestine  paid  this  particular  respect  to  the  fa- 
mous Lady  Paula,  that  they  carried  her  forth  with  their  own 
hands,  and  put  their  own  necks  under  her  coffin.  So  Gre- 
gory Nyssen  says,^  that  he  and  some  others  of  the  most 
eminent  clergy  carried  his  sister  Macrina  to  her  grave. 
Nazianzen  also  tells  us,*  that  St.  Basil  was  carried  x^P^^i^^ 
dyiwv,  by  the  hands  of  the  clergy  in  honour  to  his  person. 

Sect.  7. — Particular  Orders  of  Men  appointed  in  some  great  C'hurches,  un- 
der the  Names  of  Copiatre,  and  Purabolani,  to  take  tare  of  the  Sick,  and 
perform  all  tliesc  Offices  for  the  Dead. 

In  the  first  ages  the  poor  were  buried  at  the  common 
charge  and  charity  of  the  Church,  as  we  learn  from  Tertul- 

'  Euseb.  lib.  vil.  cap.  16.  See  before,  n.  1.  •  Hieron.  Ep.  ^7. 

Epitaph.  Paula:.     Transluta  episeo|)orum  manibus  ct  cervirem  feretro  subji- 
cientibus.  *  Nyssen.  Vit.  Macrina'.  t.  ii.  p.  -'01. 

*  Naz.  Orat.  WO.  in  Laud.  Basil,  p.  371. 
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Han's  Apology,  cap.  xxxix.  But  afterward  in  some  of  the 
greater  Churches,  where  there  were  multitudes  of  poor,  in 
the  beginning-  of  the  fourth  century  we  find  two  orders  of 
men  set  up  in  the  Church,  with  a  sort  of  clerical  character, 
whose  particular  business  was  to  attend  the  sick,  especially 
in  infectious  diseases,  and  to  do  all  offices  that  were  neces- 
sary to  be  done  in  order  to  give  the  poor  a  decent  funeral. 
The  one  were  called  Parabolani,  from  venturing  their  lives 
among  the  sick  in  contagious  distempers;  and  the  other 
Copialce,  Laborantes,  Lecticariiy  Fossarii,  Sandapilarii, 
and  Decani,  answ  erable  to  the  old  Roman  names  Lihiti- 
narii  and  Vespillones,  whose  office  was  to  labour  in  digging 
of  graves  for  the  poor,  and  carrying  the  coffin  or  bier,  and 
depositing  them  in  the  ground,  as  most  of  the  names  sig- 
nify :  which  it  is  sufficient  only  to  hint  here  in  this  place, 
because  I  have  given  a  full  account  of  these  orders  of  men 
in  two  distinct  chapters  in  a  former  book.^ 


Sect.  8. — Psalmody  the  great  Ceremony  used  in  all  Processions  of  Funerals 
among  Christians,  in  Opposition  to  the  Heathen's  Piping  and  Funeral- 
Song. 

Now  to  proceed:  whereas  the  heathens  had  their  Nania 
otfuneral^song,  together  with  their  pipers  and  sometimes 
trumpeters  to  play  before  them :'  instead  of  this  the  Chris- 
tians chose  to  carry  forth  their  dead  in  a  more  solemn  man- 
ner with  psalmody  to  the  grave.  We  cannot  expect  to  find 
much  of  this  in  the  three  first  ages  :  while  they  were  in  a 
state  of  persecution  :  but  as  soon  as  their  peaceable  times 
were  come,  we  find  it  in  every  writer.  The  author  of  the 
Apostolical  Constitutions  gives  this  direction,^  that  they 
should  carry  forth  their  dead  w  ith  singing,  if  they  were 
faithful.  "  For  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 
death  of  his  Saints."  And  again  it  is  said.  "  Return  to  thy 
rest,  O  my  sou!,  for  the  Lord  hath  rewarded  thee. 
And  the    memory    of    the    just    shall  be  blessed :    and 


'  Book  III.  chap.  viii.  and  ix.  "  Vid.  Rosin.  Antiq.  Rom. 

lib.  V.  cap.  39.  p.  991.  »  Constit.  lib.  vi.  cap.  30.     "VaXKovrn: 

trponifiirirt  dvroi'ig,  &c. 
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the  souls  of  the  just  are  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord/'  These 
probably  were  some  of  those  versicles,  which  made  up  their 
psalmody  upon  such  occasions.  For  Chrysostom  speaking 
of  this  matter,  not  only  tells  us  the  reason  of  their  psalmody, 
but  also  whrft  particular  psalms  or  portions  of  them  they 
made  use  of  as  proper  for  this  solemnity.  "  What  mean  our 
hymns,"'  says  he,  "  do  we  not  g-lorit'y  God,  and  give  him 
thanks,  that  He  hath  crowned  him  that  is  departed,  that  He 
hath  delivered  him  from  trouble,  that  He  hath  set  him  free  from 
all  fear  ?  Consider  what  thou  singest  at  that  time  :  '  turn 
again  unto  thy  rest,  O  my  soul,  for  the  Lord  hath  rewarded 
thee.'  And  ag-ain.  *  I  will  fear  no  evil,  because  tlinu  art 
with  me,'  And  again.  '  Thou  art  my  refuge  from  the  affliction 
which  compasseth  me  about.'  Consider  what  these  psalms 
mean.  If  thou  believest  the  things,  which  thou  sayest,  to 
be  true,  why  dost  thou  weep  and  lament,  and  make  a  mere 
pageantry  and  mock  of  thy  singing  1  If  thou  believest 
them  not  to  be  true,  why  dost  thou  play  the  hypocrite  so 
much  as  to  sing?"  He  speaks  this  against  those  who  used 
excessive  mourninof  at  funerals,  shewine:  them  the  incon- 
gruity  of  that  with  this  psalmody  of  the  Church.  And  he 
uses  the  same  argument  frequently  upon  this  occasion,  dis- 
suading men,  not  from  moderate,  but  excessive  sorrow,  as 
inconsistent  with  the  usual  psalmody  of  the  Church,  and 
exposing  them  at  the  same  time  to  the  ridicule  of  the  Gen- 
files.  For  what,  said  they,  are  these  the  men  that  talk  so 
finely  and  philosophically  about  the  resurrection  ?  Yes 
indeed  !  But  their  actions  do  not  ag-ree  with  their  doctrine. 
For  whilst  they  profess  in  words  the  belief  of  a  resurrection, 
in  their  deeds  they  act  more  like  men  that  despair  of  it.  If 
they  wore  really  persuaded  that  their  dead  were  gone  to  a 
better  life,  they  would  not  so  lament.  "  Therefore,"  says 
Chrysostom,'  "  let  us  be  ashamed  to  carry  out  our  dead  after 
this  manner.  For  our  psalmody,  and  prayers,  and  solemn 
meeting  of  fathers,  and  such  a  multitude  of  brethren,  is  not 


•  Chrys,  Horn.  4,  in  Hebr.  j).   17S4  ct  .5,  «  Clirys.  Horn,  29, 

de  Dorniientib.    t,    v.   p.    423,    Vid.    Iloin,  Ixi.    in  Joan,    et  Horn,    6.    de 
Poeniten.  in  Edit.  Latin.  Ilom.  xiv.  in  1  Tim.  Horn.  cxvi.  t.  G.  Edit.  Savil. 
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that  thou  shouldest  weep  and  lament,  and  be  angry  at  God  ; 
but  give  Him  thanks  for  taking-  a  deceased  brother  to  Himself." 
St.  Jerora  also  frequently  speaks  of  this  psalmody  as  one 
of  the  chief  parts  of  their  funeral-pomp.  He  says,*  at  the 
funeral  of  the  Lady  Paula  at  Bethlehem,  which  was  atten- 
ded with  a  very  great  concourse  of  the  Bishops,  and  clergy 
and  people  of  Palestine,  there  was  no  howling"  or  lamenting- 
as  used  to  be  among-  the  men  of  this  world,  but  singing  of 
psalms  in  Greek,  and  Latin,  and  Syriack,  (because  there 
were  people  of  different  languages  present),  at  the  proces- 
sion of  her  body  to  the  grave.  And  speaking  of  St.  An- 
tony's burying  Paul  the  Hermit,^  he  says,  he  wound  him 
up,  and  carried  him  forth,  singinghymns  and  psalms,  accor- 
ding to  the  manner  of  Christian  burial.  Gregory  Nyssen 
gives  the  same  account  of  the  funeral  of  his  sister  Macrina,* 
and  Nazianzen  of  the  funeral  of  his  brother  Coesarius.*  And 
the  practice  was  so  universal,  that  Socrates  takes  notice  of 
it  among  the  Novatians,*  telHng  us  how  they  carried  the 
body  of  Paulus  their  Bishop  at  Constantinople  with  psalrno- 
dy  to  his  grave.  And  it  being  so  general  and  decent  a  prac- 
tice, it  was  a  g-rievance  to  any  one  to  be  denied  the  privi- 
lege of  it.  Victor  Uticensis,^  upon  this  account,  complains 
of  the  inhuman  cruelty  of  one  of  the  Kings  of  the  Vandals: 
who  can  bear,  says  he,  to  think  of  it  without  tears,  w^hen 
he  calls  to  mind,  how  he  commanded  the  bodies  of  our 
dead  to  be  carried  in  silence  without  the  solemnity  of  the 
the  usual  hymns  to  the  grave  1  For  none  were  wont  to  be 
denied  this  privilege  save  only  such  as  either  laid  violent 
hands  upon  themselves,'^  or  were  publicly  executed  for  their 
crimes,  or  died  in  a  wilful  neglect  of  baptism.  Such  were 
not  allowed  this  solemnity  of  psalmody  at  their  funeral ; 
being  in  the  same  rank  with  excommunicated  persons,  who 


'  Hieron.  Epitaph.  Paulae.  Ep.  27.  ^  jj^  vit.  Pauli.  Obvo- 

luto  et  prolato  foras  corpore,  Hymnnos  quoque  et  Psalraos  de  Christian^  tra- 
ditione   decantans.  &c.  '  Nyss  de    MacrinS. 

♦  Naz.  Oral.  x.  t,   1.  p.  169.  *  Socrat  lib.  vii.  cap.  46. 

*  Victor  de  Persec.  Vandal,  lib.  i.  Bibl.  Patr.  t.  7.  p.  689. 
'  Con.  Bracar.   1  can.  34.  et.  35. 
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had  no  title  to  be  partakers  in  any  oflices  peculiarly  appro- 
priated to  communicants  in  the  church.  But  sucli  as  were 
called  away  out  of  the  worldin  the  vt'cation  ofGochiis  one  of 
the  Councils  of  Toleilo'  words  it,  that  is  the  bodies  of  all 
pious  and  reli^-ions  Christians,  wore  allowed  this  honour  of 
being-  carried  to  their  {j-raves  with  sinjjing' :  but  then  that 
sino-in"  must  not  be  those  funeral-sonos,  which  were  com- 
monly  used  among*  the  Gentiles,  accompanied  with  antic 
beating-  of  their  breasts,  and  the  like:  for  it  was  sufficient 
for  Christians,  whose  bodies  were  buried  in  hopes  of  a  re- 
surrection, to  have  the  service  of  Divine  songs,  or  psalmody 
bestowed  upon  them.  This  shews  us  another  difference 
between  the  heathen  and  the  Christian  way  of  burial.  The 
heathens  were  used  to  have  tlieir  Prejica',  or  women  hired  on 
purpose  to  make  lamentation  at  their  funerals:  which  even 
Lucian  himself  derides,  bringing  in  a  dead  man,  by  way  of  Pro- 
sopopoeia, asking  this  question,  what  does  your  lamentation 
signify  to  me,  or  your  beating-  of  the  breast  at  the  sound  of 
the  pipe  1  And  Chrysostom,*  ina  more  serious  manner,  re- 
proves some,  who  in  his  time  were  still  fond  of  this  heathen- 
ish custom,  whom  he  threatens,  unless  they  amended,  to 
prosecute  them  with  the  utmost  severity  of  excommunica- 
tion. 

Sect.  9. — Crowning  the  Coffin  witli  Garlands  not  allowed  among  Chiislians, 
though  tliey  scrupled  not  to  carry  Lights  before  them. 

The  heathens  were  used  in  their  funeral  pomp  to  crown 
their  corpse,  with  garlands,  in  token  of  victory,  as  Clement 
Alexandrinus interprets  it,^  drawing  thence  an  argument  to 
prove  that  their  idol-gods  were  only  dead  men.  Tertullian* 
also  expressly  mentions  their  funeral  crowns,  but  he  con- 
demns   them   amonjr    ail   the   rest    that   he   writes  asrainst 


'  Con.  Tolet.  3.  can.  22.     Qui  divina  vocatione  ab  hfic  vita  rocedunt,  cum 
psalmis  tanlnmmodo,    et   psallentium  vocibus  debere  ad  sepulrhra  deferri. 
Nam  funebre  carmen,  quod  vulgo  defunctis  cantari   solet,  vel   in   poctoribus 
se,  aut  proximos  aut  fainilias  ocedere  omiiino  prohibemus,  S(c. 
•  Chrys.  Hom.  iv.  in   Ilebr.    p.    1786,  »  t'lem.    Pasdugoy.    lib. 

ii.  cap.  8.  *  Teitul.  de  Coron.  rap.   liii. 
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in  his  book  of  the  Soldier's  Crown,  where  he  reckon* 
them  all  idolatrous,  as  used  by  the  heathens.  We  do 
not  find  this  custom  used  by  Christians  in  their  fu- 
neral rites.  The  heathen,  in  Minueius,  makes  it  one  topic  of 
accusation  against  them,*  that  they  did  not  crown  their  se- 
pulchres :  and  Minueius  in  his  answer  owns  the  charg  :* 
**  we  do  not  crown  the  dead  :  and  I  wonder  more  at  you,  that 
ye  give  either  torches  or  crowns  to  a  dead  man,  who  has  no 
sense  of  them  ;  when,  if  he  be  happy,  he  needs  no  flowers ; 
and  if  he  be  miserable,  he  takes  no  pleasure  in  them.  We 
adorn  our  funeral  obsequies  with  the  same  tranquility  that 
we  live  ;  not  making  fading  crowns  to  ourselves,  but  expect- 
ing a  crown  of  everlasting  flowers  from  God/'  It  is  plain 
from  this,  that  the  Christians  did  not  crown  their  dead. 
Neither,  according  to  this  reading  of  Minueius,  could  they 
use  torches  at  their  funerals.  But  this  seems  strange,  when 
it  is  certain,  that  in  the  time  of  Minueius  they  were  often 
forced  to  bury  in  the  night.  Therefore  it  is  probable  the 
word  facem  is  crept  into  the  text:  for  the  sense  and  scope 
of  the  argument  requires  it  not.  However,  in  after-lages 
the  Christians  scrupled  not  to  carry  lights  and  torches  by 
day  before  their  dead,  as  an  emblem  of  victor)?  and  joy,  as 
we  heard  St.  Chrysostom  himself  before'  explaining  the 
reason  of  it.  So  that  either  the  Christians  did  never  scruple 
this  ceremony,  or  else  it  must  be  said,  they  thought  fit  to 
adopt  it  into  their  rites  in  after  ages. 

Sect.  10. — Funeral  Orations  made  in  the  Praise  of  eminent  Persons. 

When  they  had  thus  conducted  the  corpse  to  the  place 
of  burial,  it  was  usual  to  make  a  funeral  oratioli  in  the 
praise  and  commendation  of  the  party  deceased,  if  there 
was  any  thing  singular  and  eminent  in  him,  fit  to  be  recom- 


'  Minuc.  p.  35,    Coronas  etiamsepulchris  denegatis;  •  Ibidi 

p.  109.     Nee  morluos  coranamus.     Erofo  vos  in  hoc  magis  miror,  quemad- 
modum  tribuatis  exanirai  aut  non  sentienti  facem,  aut  non  sentient!  coroDam  i 
<!Oim  et  beatus  non  egeat,  et  miser  non  gaudeat  floribus,  &c. 
*  Chrys.  Horn.  iv.  in  Hebr.  cited  before,  chap,  ii,  n.  0. 

VOL.  vir.  Z 
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mended  as  an  example  and  pattern  cff  virtue  to  others,  or 
worthy  to  be  rehited  as  a  just  memorial  and  monument  of 
his  own  merits  and  irlorv.  We  have  several  orations  of  this 
kind  still  remaining-:  as  that  of  Eusebius  at  the  funeral  of 
Constantine;  and  those  of  St.  Ambrose  at  the  funerals  of 
Theodosius  and  Valentinian,  and  his  own  brother  Satyrus  ; 
and  those  of  Greg-ory  Nazianzen  upon  his  father,  and  his 
brother  CiBsarius,  and  his  great  friend  St.  Basil,  and  his 
sister  Gorgonia ;  and  that  of  Gregory  Nyssen  upon  the 
death  of  Melitus,  Bishop  of  Antioeh,  which  Socrates,  in 
one  place,*  calls  "  'ErriioISfciov  Xoyov,"  his  Funeral  Oration, 
and  in  another  place,*  "  'ETrira^tov,"  his  Epitaph.  But  St. 
Jerom's  Epitaphs  upon  Nepotian,  Fabiola,  and  Paula,  are 
of  another  sort,  being  only  private  characters  composed  by 
him  to  perpetuate  their  memory,  but  not  delivered  in  public 
as  Funeral  Orations. 


Sect.  11. — Together  with  Psalmody  and  the  usual  Service  of  the  Church. 

But  whether  there  was  a  funeral  oration  or  not,  the  other 
service  of  the  church  was  usually  performed  at  the  inter- 
ment of  the  dead  ;  the  whole  service,  if  the  burial  was  in 
the  morning,  when  the  oblation  of  the  eucharist  might  be 
celebrated ;  or  else  only  the  psalmody  and  prayers,  if  the 
funeral  was  in  the  afternoon.  The  psalmody  and  prayers 
are  largely  described  by  the  author  under  the  name  of 
Dionysius,  the  Areopagite,^  who  speaks  first  of  their  sing- 
ing hymns  of  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  party  deceased, 
and  his  making  a  victorious  end,  and  desiring  that  they  may 
come  to  the  same  rest  with  him.  Then  the  bishop  makes  a 
prayer  of  thanksgiving  also  to  God  for  making  the  party 
persevere  in  the  knoivledge  of  God,  and  his  Christian  war- 
fare unto  death.  Then  the  deacon  reads  such  portions  of 
scripture  as  contain  the  promises  of  a  resurrection,  and  t.ie 
hymn  appertaining  to  the  samo  purpose.  Thus  far  was  fhe 
service  of  the  catechumens  in  this  office  of  burial.     After 


'  Socral.  lib.  v.  cap.  9.  •  Id.  lib.  iv.  cnp.  20. 

•  Dionys.  Kcch-s    Hicrnrch.  cap.  vii.  p.  408. 
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their  dismission,  the  chief  deacon  makes  a  commemoration 
of  all  saints  departed,  and  proclaims  them  conquerors,  giv- 
ing the  same  elogium  to  him  that  was  now  to  be  interred, 
and  exhorting-  all  to  follow  his  example,  and  beg  of  Christ 
an  happy  end.  Then  the  bishop  prays  after  this  for  him 
that  was  deceased,  that  God  would  forgive  him  all  his  sins 
contracted  by  human  infirmity,  and  translate  him  into  the 
place  of  light  and  the  regions  of  the  living-,  and  give  him 
a  mansion  in  the  bosom  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob, 
whence  all  grief,  and  sorrow,  and  mourning  are  fled  away. 
Then  he  gives  him  the  kiss  of  peace,  and  anoints  him  with 
the  holy  oil,  and  so  commits  him  to  the  earth.  Here  is  no 
mention  of  the  eucharist  being  celebrated  in  this  office,  but 
we  find  it  in  others  :  and  the  two  last  ceremonies  of  giving 
the  kiss  of  peace,  and  anointing  with  oil,  are  in  a  manner 
peculiar  to  this  author,  and  the  former  of  thera  expressly 
forbidden  in  some  other  rules  of  burial.  But  the  hymns 
and  psalmody,  and  proper  portions  of  scripture  and  prayers 
made  a  part  of  the  burial  office  in  all  Churches.  St.  Jerora 
thus  describes  the  funeral  of  Fabiola  •}  "  The  psalms  were 
sung  aloud,  and  the  echo  of  the  Hallelujahs  shook  the 
golden  roof  of  the  church."  So  again  at  the  funeral  of 
Paula,^  he  speaks  not  only  of  their  singing  in  the  proces- 
sion, but  in  the  middle  of  the  church  also.  The  African 
Councils  speak  likewise  of  prayers  used  at  the  funerals  of 
the  dead  :  which  prayers  were  particularly  termed  HapaS'lcretc 
and  Commendationes,  commendatory  prayers,^  being  such 
as  they  used  when  they  committed  the  bodies  to  the  ground: 
and  these  are  appointed  to  be  such  only  as  were  approved 
in  synod,  that  no  corruption  of  faith  through  ignorance 
might  creep  into  the  offices  of  the  Church.     This  is  abun- 


'  Hieron.  Epitaph.  Fabiol.  cap.  4.  Sonabant  psalDai,  et  aurata  teraplorum 
tecta  reboans  in  sublime  quatiebat  Alleluya.  *  Id.  Epitaph. 

Paulee.  Ep.  27.     Alii  choros  psallentium  duccrent  in  medifi  ecclesiii.  &c. 
*  Con.  Milevitan.  can.  12.     Orationes  quffi  probatse  fiierint  in  synodo,  sive 
praefationes,  sive    commendationes,  sive  manus  impositiones,    ab  omnibus 
celebrentur.     Nee  aliae  omnino  dicantur,  &c.    Vid.  Cod.  Can.  Eccles.  Afrit- 
can.  106. 

z  2 
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dant  proof  that  psalmody  and  prayers  were  always  a  part  of 
the  funeral  service  in  the  Cliurch. 


Sect.  12. — And  sometimes  the  Oblation  of  the  Eucharist. 

And  whenever  it  was  a  proper  season,  the  confimunion 
was  added  to  these  also:  that  is,  when  the  funeral  or  com- 
mendation of  any  person  deceased  was  in  the  morning", 
which  was  the  only  proper  time  for  the  communion,  because 
it  was  to  be  received  by  all  fasting*.  This  distinction  is  made 
in  the  third  Council  of  Carthag-e,  which  orders,'  first,  that 
all  men  shall  receive  the  communion  fastinjr:  and  then  adds, 
that  if  any  commendation  or  funeral  of  a  bishop  or  any  other 
be  to  be  celebrated  in  the  afternoon,  it  should  be  done  with 
prayers  only,  and  not  with  the  celebration  of  the  eucharist, 
if  they  that  assisted  at  the  funeral  office  had  dined  before. 
This  is  a  manifest  evidence,  that  the  communion  \^as  gene- 
rally celebrated  at  funerals  in  this  age,  at  least  in  the  Afri- 
can church,  unless  some  intervening"  circumstance  of  time 
made  it  otherwise.  Accordingly  Possidius  tells  us,*  St. 
Austin  was  buried  with  the  oblation  of  the  sacrifice  to  God 
for  the  commendation  of  his  body  to  the  ground.  And  so 
St.  Austin  himself  tells  us,^  his  mother  Monicha  was  buried 
with  the  offering  of  the  sacrifice  of  our  redemption,  accord- 
ing to  custom,  before  her  body  was  laid  in  the  ground. 
This  made  Victor  Uticensis  bring-  in  the  people  of  Afric 
thus  complaining,*  when  all  their  clergy  were  driven  away 
in  the  barbarous  desolation  of  the  Vandals,  "  Who  shall 
now  bury  us,  when  we  are  dead,  with  the  solemn  prayers?" 


'  Con.  Carlh.  3.  can.  29.     Sacramenta  altaiis  non  nisi  a  jejiinis  iiominibus 

celebrentur \ain   si  aiiquorum   ponieridiano  tempore  dcfunctorum,  siTe 

episcoporum  sive  cacterorum  comniondntio  facienda  est,  soils  oralionibiis  fiat, 
si  illi  qui  faciunt,  jam  pransi  inveiiiantur.  *  Possid.  Vit.  Aug. 

cap.  13.     Fro  ejus  comrntndanda  corporis  depositionc  sacrificium  Deo  obla- 
tum  est,  et  sepultus  est.  '  Aug;.  Confess,  lib.  ix.  cap.  12.     Cum 

offerretur  pro  la  sacrificium  prctii  nostri,  jam  juxta  scpulchrnm  posilo  cada- 
vere,  priusquara   d»'])oiuTctur,   sicut  fieri  9olet,  i<l-,-.  ♦  Victor,  de 

Perscc.  Vandal,   lib.  ii.     Bibl.  Patr.   tom.  vii.  p.  600.     Qui   nos  solennibu* 
orationibus  scpuUuri  lunt  moriontei. 
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And  that  we  may  not  think  this  was  a  custom  peculiar  to 
Afric,  Paulinus  tells  us,'  St.  Ambrose  was  so  buried  on 
Easter-day  in  the  morning-,  after  the  divine  sacrament  had 
been  administered.  In  like  manner  Eusebius  describes  the 
funeral  of  Constantine.^  He  says,  the  clerg-y  performed  the 
divine  service  with  prayers :  and  lest  we  should  take  this 
for  prayers  only,  he  adds,  they  honoured  him  with  the  mys- 
tical liturgy,  or  service  of  the  eucharist,  and  the  communion 
of  the  holy  prayers.  So  St.  Ambrose  gives  us  to  under- 
stand it  was  in  the  funeral  of  Valentinian,  by  those  words 
in  his  oration  upon  his  death  :^  "  Bring  me  the  holy  myste- 
ries, let  us  pray  for  his  rest  with  a  pious- affection."  And  so 
Euodius  says,*  he  buried  his  pious  notary,  singing  hymns  to 
God  at  his  grave  three  days  tog-ether,  and  on  the  third  day 
offering  the  sacraments  of  redemption^ 

Sect.  13. — Wiih  particular  Prayers  for  tlie  Dead. 

Now  this  was  the  rather  done,  because  in  the  communiott 
service,  according  to  the  custom  of  those  times,  a  solemn 
commemoration  was  made  of  the  dead  in  general,  and 
prayers  offered  to  God  for  them  ;  some  eucharistical,  by 
way  of  thanksgiving  for  their  deliverance  out  of  this  world's 
afflictions  ;  and  others  by  way  of  intercession,  that  God 
would  receive  their  souls  to  the  place  of  rest  and  happiness; 
that  he  would  pardon  their  human  failures,  and  not  impute 
to  them  the  sins  of  daily  incursion,  which  in  the  best  men 
are  remainders  of  natural  frailty  and  corruption;  that  he 
would  increase  their  happiness,  and  finally  bring  them  to  a 
perfect  consummation  with  all  his  saints  by  a  glorious  resur- 
rection. All  which  prayers,  as  I  have  fully  demonstrated 
in  another  place,*  could  have  no  relation   to   the   modern 


'  Paulin.  Vit.  Ambros.  lllucescente  die  Dominico,  cum  corpus  illius, 
peractis  sacramentis  divinis,  de  ecclesia  levaretur  portandum  ad  basilicaitt 
Ainbrosianam,  &c.  «  Euseb.  Vit.  Const,  cap.  71.     Ta  tijc  ivSrtu 

Xarpeiac  Si  tix^'V  aptTrXfjpsv.  -----   Mucrruc/jc  XurspyiaQ  aKiafiivov  K)  (cot- 
i^ioviag  offioii'  ciTroKavov  ivx^v.  *  Ambros.  de  Obitu  Valeiitiu.  p.  13^ 

Date  manibus  sancla  raysteria.     Pio  requiem  ejus  poscamus  affectu. 
♦  Ap.  Aug.  Ep.  856.  «  Book  XV.  chap,  iii.  gect.  16. 
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groundless  fancy  of  purgatory,  but  went  upon  otlier  princi- 
ples that  perfectly  overthrow  it:  but  being  agreeable  to  the 
sense  and  opinions  of  those  times,  they  chose  the  rather  to 
use  the  communion   service  at  burials,  because  of    these 
prayers  that  were  constantly  made  therein  to  God  for  all 
holy  men  and  women  departed,  among  whom  they  reckoned 
the  soul  of  him   in  particular,  whom  they    were  then  about 
to  commit  to  his  grave.  But  whether  they  had  a  communion 
or  not  at  the  funeral,  they  had  always  prayers,  as  is  evident 
from  the  last  mentioned  Canons  of  the  Councils  of  Carthage 
and  MileviS;   which  give  directions  about  the  use  of  them. 
And  in  these  prayers,  when  there  was  no  communion,  they 
particularly   commended  the  soul  of  the  deceased  to  God, 
whence  probably  these  prayers  more  especially  had  the  dis- 
tinguishing name  of  commendations.     Besides  these,  it  w  as 
usual  to  pray  for  them  by  private  or  sudden  ejaculations,  as 
we  find  examples  in  St.  Ambrose's  several  orations  upon  the 
Emperors  Theodosius,  Valentinian,   and  Gratian,  and  his 
own    brother    Satyrus,   and   Gregory   Nazianzen's   funeral 
speech  upon  his  brother  Casarius,  and  St.  Austin's  private 
prayers  fur  his  mother  Monicha:  not  to  mention  the  prayers 
made  for  them  annually  upon  their  anniversary  days  of  com- 
memoration.    One  of  these  forms  of  prayer  used  at  funerals 
is  still   remaining  in  the  Constitutions,   which  I  the  rather 
choose  to  repeat  here,  because  it  fully  shews,  there  was  no 
relation    to   purgatory  in  those  prayers,   but  quite  the  con- 
trary, viz.  a  supposition  that  the  soul  of  the  deceased  was 
going  to  a  place  of  rest  and  happiness  in  Abraham's  bosom. 
The  form   runs  after  this  manner:  First  the  deacon  says,^ 
"  Let  us  pray  for  our  brethren,   who  are  at  rest  in  Christ; 
that  the  merciful  God,  who  hath  taken  the  soul  of  this  our 
brother,  would  forgive  him  all  his  sin,  voluntary  and  invo- 
luntary,  and  of  his  great  mercy  and  good-will  jilace  him  iu 
the  regions   of  the  just,  that  are  at  rest  in   the  bosom  of 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  w  ith  all  those,  who  have  pleased 
God,  and  done  his  will  from  the  beg-inninir  of  the  world,  in 


*  Const.  Ap<»?*t,  lib.  viii.  rn\K  41 
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the  place  whence  sorrow,  and  grief,  and  mourning  are  fled 
away."  After  this  the  bishop  makes  another  prayer  in  these 
words:  "  O  Thou  immortal  and  everlasting  God,  from  whom 
every  thing,  whether  mortal  or  immortal,  has  its  being  ;  who 
hast  made  man  a  rational  creature,  and  inhabitant  of  the 
world,  mortal  in  his  constitution,  but  promised  him  a  resur- 
rection from  the  dead  ;  who  didst  preserve  Enoch  and  Eiias 
from  tasting  death.  O  God  of  Abraham,  God  of  Isaac,  and 
God  of  Jacob,  who  art  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the 
living:  because  the  souls  of  all  live  to  thee,  and  the  spirits 
of  just  men  are  in  thy  hand,  whom  torment  cannot  touch  : 
look  down  now  upon  this  thy  servant,  whom  Thou  hast 
chosen,  and  received  to  another  state ;  pardon  him  what- 
soever he  has  willingly  or  unwillingly  sinned  against  Thee  ; 
grant  him  favourable  angels,  and  place  him  in  the  bosom  of 
patriarchs,  prophets,  apostles,  and  all  those,  who  have 
pleased  Thee  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  where  there 
is  no  sorrow,  grief,  or  trouble,  but  a  place  of  rest  for  the 
godly,  a  land  of  quietness  for  the  upright,  and  all  those,  who 
therein  see  the  glory  of  thy  Christ :  by  whom  all  glory 
honour,  adoration,  thanksgiving,  and  worship  be  to  Thee, 
through  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  ever.     Amen," 

Then  the  bishop  prays  again  for  the  people  there  present. 
"  Lord,  save  thy  people,  and  bless  thine  inheritance,  whom 
Thou  hast  purchased  with  the  precious  blood  of  thy  Christ ; 
feed  them  under  thy  right  hand,  protect  them  under  thy 
wings,  grant  that  they  may  tight  the  good  fight,  and  may 
finish  their  course,  and  keep  the  faith,  immutable,  unblame- 
able,  unreproveable,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  thy  be- 
loved Son  :  to  whom  with  Thee  and  the  Holy  Spirit  be  all 
glory,  honour,  and  adoration,  world  without  end.     Amen." 

These  prayers  for  the  dead  are  not  made  upon  the  Romish 
supposition  of  the  souls  being  in  purgatory  or  any  place  of 
torment,  but  plainly  upon  a  quite  contrary  supposition  of 
their  being  conducted  by  the  holy  angels  to  a  place  of  rest, 
to  the  bosom  of  patriarchs,  apostles,  and  prophets :  which 
is  an  infallible  demonstration,  that  the  Church  then  knew 
nothing  of  a  purgatory-fire  to  torment  the  dead  for  many 
ages  after  death  ;  but   all  her  prayers  went  upon  another 
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supposition,  which  overthrows  the  behef  of  a  purgatory 
6re,  by  placing  the  souls  of  the  dead  in  a  state  of  immediate 
rest  and  happiness. 


SicT.  14. — A  corrupt  Custom  of  giving  the  Kiss  of  Peace  and  the  Euchariit 
to  the  Dead,  corrected  by  the  Ancient  Canons. 

Whilst  we  are  speaking  of  prayers  for  the  dead,  and  the 
administration  of  the  eucharist  at  funerals,  we  must  not  for- 
get to  mention  a  corrupt  custom,  which  through  ignorance 
or  superstition  crept  into  some  places,  but  was  strictly  for- 
bidden bv  the  Canons.  That  was  the  custom  of  jj-iving-  the 
kiss  of  peace  and  the  communion  to  the  dead.  This  had  a 
semblance  of  piety  in  it,  and  doubtless  arose  from  the  lau- 
dable custom  of  celebrating  the  communion  at  funerals,  of 
which  it  serves  for  a  further  testimony:  but  it  was  the  effect 
of  a  blind  superstition  only.  And  therefore  though  the 
feigned  author,  under  the  name  of  Dionysius  the  Areopa- 
gite,*  speaks  with  approbation  of  the  ceremony  of  giving 
the  kiss  of  peace  to  the  dead  :  yet  when  this  custom,  toge- 
ther with  that  of  giving  the  eucharist  to  the  dead,  began  to 
creep  into  France  about  the  year  578,  the  Council  of  Aux- 
erre  made  a  peremptory  Canon  against  them  both  :  "  It  is 
not  lawful  to  give  either  the  eucharist  or  the  kiss  of  peace 
to  the  dead.'^  The  corruption  of  giving  the  euchainst  to 
the  dead  had  been  moving  in  Afric  some  ages  before  in  the 
time  of  St.  Austin  :  but  he  and  the  rest  of  the  fathers,  who 
met  in  the  third  Council  of  Carthage  gave  check  to  it,^  for- 
bidding such  ignorant  and  weak  presbyters,  by  whose  folly 
the  practice  had  been  encouraged,  to  give  way  any  longer 
to  it,  or  misguide  the  people  in  such  an  erroneous  opinion, 
as  to  make  them  think  the  eucharist  was  to  be  given  to  the 
dead:  whereas  our  Lord  said,  '*  Take  and  eat:"  but  dead 
bodies  can  neither  take  nor  eat  it.  The  same  persons  thought, 


'  Dionys.  Eccles.  Hierarch.  cap.  7.  ■  Con.  Antissiodor.  can.  12. 

Non  licet  mortuis  nee  eucharistiaoi  nee  osculum  tradi,   nee  velo  vol   pallis 
corpora  eorum  inToWi.  ■  Con.  Carth.  8.  can  6.  Placuit  ul  corpori- 

husdefuuctorum  eurhsiislia  non  detur.    Dictum  est  eiiim  a  Domino,  Accipit» 
»l  edit?     tadavera  aut«m  nee  accipere  posjunt,  nrc  ed«re,  At. 


CHAP.    HI.]  CHRISTIAN    CHURCH.  345 

thai  dead  bodies  mig-ht  also  receive  the  other  sacrament  of 
baptism  ;  as  if  there  had  been  some  peculiar  virtue  and  eflS- 
cacy  in  the  outward  elements  of  the  sacraments  themselves, 
without  any  sense  or  concurrence  of  faith  in  the  receiver. 
Both  which  error.s  are  censured  also  by  St.  Chrysostom  j* 
ftnd  that  of  giving  the  eucharist  to  the  dead  more  particu-« 
larly  by  the  Council  of  Trullo.^  AH  which  shews,  that  thia 
was  an  error,  which  many  superstitious  people  were  very 
fond  of;  but  it  was  never  allowed  or  encouraged  publicly 
by  any  authority  in  the  Church.  The  custom  of  burying 
the  eucharist  in  the  coffin  with  the  dead,  which  has  so  much 
prevailed  in  the  Romish  Church,  is  a  novelty  of  later  ages 
only,  begun  by  Benedict  the  monk,  but  without  any  prece- 
dent or  example  in  any  of  the  ancient  monuments  of  the 
Church,  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  shew  more  fully  in  a  for- 
mer book.^  Let  us  therefore  now  pass  on  from  these  cor- 
ruptions to  the  more  approved  practices  of  the  Church. 

Sect.  15, — Almsdeeds  commonly  added  to  Pravfrs  for  the  Dead. 

Almsdeeds,  as  a  proper  concomitant  of  prayers  at  alt 
times,  was  now  thought  as  seasonable  as  ever,  to  be  given 
by  the  living  for  the  dead.  "  Would  you  honour  the  dead"? 
Give  alms,"  says  St.  Chrysostom  in  one  of  bis  Homilies.* 
And  in  another,*  *'  Why  do  you  call  the  poor  after  the  death 
of  any  relation?  Why  do  you  desire  the  presbyters  to  pray 
for  himl  I  know  you  will  answer,  that  he  may  go  into  rest, 
that  he  may  find  a  merciful  Judge."  He  commends  this 
practice  a  little  after,  and  thus  presses  rich  men  to  it,  that 
bury  their  heirs:  "  If  many  barbarous  nations  burn  their 
goods  together  with  their  dead,  how  much  more  reasonable 
is  it  for  you  to  give  your  child  his  goods  when  he  is  dead  1 
Not  to  reduce  them  to  ashes,  but  to  make  him  the  more  glo- 
rious: if  he  be  a  sinner,  to  procure  him  pardon ;  if  righteous, 
to  add  to  his  reward  and  retribution."    St.  Jerom  commends 


•  Chrys.  Horn.  40.  in  1  Cor.  p.  668.  '  Con.  Trull,  can.  83. 

•  Book  XV.  chap.  iv.  sect.  20.  ♦  Chrys.  Horn.  61.  in  Joan, 

*  Id.  Horn.  32.  in  Mat.  p.  307, 
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Pammachius  upon  this  account:'  "  whilst  other  husbands 
throw  violets,  and  roses,  and  lilies,  and  purple  flowers  upon 
the  graves  of  their  wives,  our  Pammachius  waters  the  holy 
ashes  and  bones  of  his  wife  with  the  balsam  of  alms." 


Sbct.  16. — And  repeated  yearly  upon  the  Anniversary  Days  of  Commemora- 
tion of  the  Dead. 

Some  repeated  these  alms  yearly  upon  the  anniversary 
day  of  commemoratinjj  the  dead.  At  these  times  they  were 
used  to  make  a  common  feast  or  entertainment,  inviting 
both  the  clergy  and  the  people,^  but  especially  the  poor  and 
needy,  the  widows  and  orphans,  that  it  might  not  only  be 
a  memorial  of  rest  to  the  dead,  but  an  odour  of  sweet  smell 
to  themselves  in  the  sight  of  God,  as  the  author  under  the 
name  of  Origen  words  it.  St.  Chrysostora  says,^  they  were 
more  tenacious  of  this  custom  than  they  were  of  some  others 
of  greater  importance,  Jf  they  were  to  commemorate  a 
child  or  a  brother  that  was  dead,  they  were  pricked  in  con- 
science, if  they  did  not  fulfil  the  custom  and  call  the  poor, 
but  at  other  times,  even  when  they  were  to  commemorate 
the  death  of  Christ,  they  could  overlook  them. 

Sect.  17. — But  this  often  defijenerated  into  s^reat  Excesses  and  Abuses, 
which  are  complained  of  as  no  better  than  the  Parentalia  of  the  Gen- 
tiles. 

But  this  often  degenerated  into  great  abuses.  For  some, 
instead  of  feeding  the  poor,  only  made  this  an  occasion  of 
indulging  themselves  in  great  excesses:  which  was  the 
fault  that  Tertullian  so  smartly  reproves  in  the  parentations 
of  the  Gentiles,  when  he  objects  to  them  their  holding  feasts 
at  the  graves  of  their  parents,  and  junketing  to  excess,*  so 


'  Hieron.  Ep.  Si'y,  ad  Paii):iiach.  de  Obitu  Uxi>ris.  '  Orig.  in 

Job.  lib.  iii.  j;.  437.  =*  flirys.  Hum.  17.  in  I  C<'r.  p   mH. 

*  Torlul.  de  Testimon.  Aninue.  cap.  t.  Quaiido  i-.xtra  prirtam  cum  obsoniis 
cl  niatta'is  tit:i  potius  parcntaiis  ad  busta  rer»'dis,  aut  a  huslis  dilulior  rerlis. 
Id.  de  Rtr.sur.  Carnis.  cap.  1.  Ipsos  dt  lunclos  atrocissimc  cxurit.  quos  post* 
modimi  gulosissime  nutril. 
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as  to  return  drunk  from  thence,  and  beside  their  senses; 
feeding  voraciously  at  the  graves  of  those,  whom  in  a  mock 
piety,  but  real  cruelty,  they  had  burnt  before,  In  the  three 
first  ages  no  heathen  could  retort  this  back  again  upon  the 
Christians :  but  in  the  fourth  age  such  excesses  were  cora- 
mited  by  some,  that  the  Manichees  in  St.  Austin's  time  ob- 
jected it  to  the  Catholics,  and  the  matter  was  so  flagrant 
that  St.  Austin  was  forced  to  own  it,^  confessing  that  he 
knew  many,  who  drank  luxuriously  over  the  dead,  and  when 
they  made  a  feast  for  the  deceased,  buried  themselves  over 
the  dead,  and  placed  their  gluttony  and  drunkenness  to  the 
account  of  religion.  But  he  says,  the  Church  condemned 
them,  and  daily  laboured  to  correct  them  as  wicked  children. 
He  complains  of  the  same  matter  again  in  one  of  his  epis- 
tles to  Aurelius  Bishop  of  Carthage,^  where  he  desires  these 
oblations  for  the  dead  might  be  so  regulated,  that  they  might 
not  run  into  any  sumptuousness  or  shameful  excess:  and  if 
any  thing  was  given  in  money  upon  that  account,  it  should 
be  distributed  immediately  among  the  poor,  according  to  the 
primitive  design  and  intent  of  such  oblations.  For  such  ob- 
lations the  Church  always  willingly  received,  but  never  en- 
couraged any  other.^  The  author  of  the  book  De  Duplici 
Martyrio  under  the  name  of  Cyprian,*  who  wrote  long  after 
the  time  of  St.  Austin,  has  a  like  severe  reflexion  upon  the 
intemperance  of  the  African  people.  Drunkenness,  says  he, 
is  so  common  in  our  Africa,  that  it  is  scarce  reckoned  any 
crime.  Christians  are  compelled  by  Christians  to  be  drunk 
even  at  the  memorials  of  the  martyrs.  Which  is  no  less  a 
crime  than  offering-  a  goat  to  Bacchus.  But  of  this  I  have 
spoken  largely  in  a  former  book,*  where  I  had  occasion  to 
reflect  on  the  same  excesses  eommited  by  some  at  the  monu- 

'  Aug^.  de  Moribus.  Eccles.  cap.  S-l.    Novi  multos  esse,  qui  luxuriosissiine 
super  mortuos  bibant,  pt  cpulas  cadaveribus  exhibentes,  super  sepullos  seip- 
sos  sepeliaiit,  et  voracitates  ebrietatesque  suas  deputont  religioiii. 
*    Aug.  Ej).  64-.  ad  Auielium.     It.  Horn.  101.  dt-  Diversis.  '  Vid, 

Con.  Carth.  -l.  c.95.  et  Con.  Vasens.  1.  can.  4.  de  Oblationibus  Defunctorum. 
*  Cypr.  de  Duplici  Mart.  p.  42,    Teinulontia  adeo  communis  est 
Africffi  nostra?,  ut  propemodum  non  liabeant  pro  crimine.    Annon  videmus  ad 
martynim  niemorias  Christianum  a  f'hristiano  copi  ad  ebrictatcin  ?  &c. 
*  Upok  XX.  chap.  %ii.  sccl.  10. 
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ments  of  the  martyrs  on  their  anniversary  festivals  or  com- 
memorations. I  now  return  to  the  funerals  of  the  ancient 
Church. 


Sect.  18. — Decent  Expressions  of  moderate  Sorrow  at  Funerals  not  disal- 
lowed ;  but  the  Heathenish  Custom  of  hiring  PrcpJiccE,  or  Mouruing 
Women,  sharply  reproved  by  the  Ancients. 

Moderate  sorrow,  when  expressed  in  a  decent  manner  for 
the  loss  of  friends,  is  a  thing-  so  natural  in  itself,  and  so  con- 
sistent, even  with  the  joy  and  faith  of  a  Christian,  that  the 
Ancients  never  said  any  thing"  against  any  one  expressing 
such  sorrow  at  a  funeral.  But  two  things  they  extremely 
disliked  and  sharply  reproved  ;  first  immoderate  grief,  as 
unbecoming  the  character  and  profession  of  a  Christian, 
whose  conversation  is  in  heaven  already,  and  his  hope  and 
expectation  no  less  than  a  crown  and  kingdom  after 
death  ;  who  therefore  ought  not  to  grieve  or  sorrow  above 
measure,  but  with  a  mixture  of  joy,  that  any  friend  is  gone 
to  heaven  before  him  to  take  an  earlier  possession  of  it. 
The  other  thing  they  disliked  was  the  heathenish  custom  of 
having  women  hired  on  purpose  to  lament  and  make  an 
hideous  crying  and  howling  before  the  dead,  with  tearing 
their  hair  also,  and  many  other  ridiculous  signs  of  mourning. 
The  chief  of  these  the  Romans  called  Prcejicce,  from  being 
set  over  the  rest  to  guide  and  direct  them  in  their  funeral 
songs  and  lamentations,  as  Kosinus'  describes  them  out  of 
Varro  and  Lucilius,  and  Sextus  Pompeius  and  Nonius  Mar- 
cellus.  and  other  Roman  authors.  Now  this  the  Ancients 
extremely  disliked  and  severely  inveighed  against  as  a  mere 
heathenish  custom.  *'  Why  do  you  beat  yourself  and  lament," 
says  Chrysostom,*  "and  accuse  the  institution  of  Christ, who 
has  overcome  death,  and  made  it  only  a  sleep  1  If  an  heathen 
does  this,  he  is  worthy  to  be  laughed  to  scorn:  but  if  a 
Christian  does  it  still,  after  he  is  assured  of  a  resurrection, 
what  apology  or  excuse  can  be  made  for  him]  and  yet  you 

»  Rosin.  Antiq.  lib.  iii.  cap.  31.  el  lib,  v.  cap.  39.  •  Chryi.. 

Horn.  32.  in  Mat,  p.  306. 
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aggravate  your  crime  by  calling-  in  heathen  women  to  bo 
your  mourners,  and  to  inflame  your  sorrow,  not  reg-arding" 
what  St.  Paul  says,  what  concord  hath  Christ  with  belial  ? 
and  what  part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  infidel?"  ho 
then  g-oes  on  to  shew  the  monstrous  folly  and  vanity  of  this 
practice,  by  great  variety  of  arguments,  and  curiously 
answers  all  the  little  pleas,  which  such  Christians  made  in 
behalf  of  themselves  to  excuse  this  unchristian  deportment. 
In  another  place  he  treats  them  more  sharply,^  telling  them, 
he  was  not  only  grieved  but  utterly  ashamed  to  think  how 
Christians  debased  and  disgraced  themselves  in  the  eyes  of 
the  heathen,  and  Jews,  and  heretics  by  their  weeping  and 
wailing,  and  bowlings,  and  lamentations,  and  other  indecent 
practices  in  the  open  streets,  for  which  the  Gentiles  derided 
them.  For  they  were  ready  to  say,  how  can  any  of  these 
men  despise  death  themselves,  who  cannot  so  much  as  bear 
the  death  of  another  ?  They  are  fine  things  indeed  that  are 
spoken  by  Paul,  when  he  says,  God  delivered  them,  who 
througfh  fear  of  death  were  all  their  life-time  held  in  bond- 
age:  these  are  heavenly  words  truly,  and  very  worthy  and 
becoming  the  great  kindness  and  love  of  God  to  men:  but 
ye  will  not  suffer  us  to  believe  these  things,  for  ye  contradict 
them  by  your  own  actions.  Shew  me  your  philosophy  by 
your  patience  in  bearing  cheerfully  the  death  of  others,  and 
then  I  will  believe  the  resurrection.  Thus  he  makes  the 
heathen  speak  by  a  neat  Prosopopoeia,  to  shame  such  Chris- 
tians, if  it  might  be,  into  a  more  manly  deportment.  He 
adds  withall,  that  such  indecent  behaviour  of  men  and 
women,  tearing  their  hair  and  making  such  hideous  lamenta- 
tion, was  a  crime  for  which,  if  they  had  their  desert,  they 
ought  to  be  cast  out  of  the  Church,  as  in  effect  denying  the 
resurrection.  In  short  he  tells  them  with  the  authority  of  a 
bishop,  that  if  they  persisted  in  that  vile  abuse  of  hiring 
heathen  women  to  be  their  mourners,  he  would  excommuni- 
cate them  as  idolaters.  F'or  if  St.  Paul  calls  the  covetous 
man  an  idolater,  much  more  may  he  be  called  so,  who  brings 


Clirys.  Horn.  4.  in  Ilebr.  p.  1781. 
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the  practice  of  idolaters  among-  Christians.  From  thence- 
forth he  peremptorily  forbids  them  to  make  use  of  any  such 
heathen  mourners  under  the  penalty  of  the  highest  ecclesi- 
astical censure.  By  which,  not  to  insist  upon  what  he  urges 
in  other  places,'  nor  what  is  said  by  other  writers,  we  may 
easily  judge,  how  great  an  abuse  this  way  of  indecent 
mourning  was  reckoned  in  the  Church. 

Sect.  19.— The   Novendial    of    the   Heathen   rejected  as    a   superstitious 

Practice. 

The  heathens  had  another  custom  of  repeating  their 
mourning  on  the  third,  and  seventh,  and  ninth  day,  which 
"was  particularly  called  the  Novendiale:  and  some  added 
the  twentieth,  and  thirtieth,  and  fortieth,  not  without  a  su- 
perstitious opinion  of  those  particular  days,  wherein  they 
used  to  sacrifice  to  their  Manes  with  milk,  and  wine,  and 
garlands,  and  flowers,  as  the  Roman  antiquaries  inform  us.^ 
Something  of  this  superstition,  abating  the  sacrifice,  was 
still  remaining  among  some  ignorant  Christians  in  St. 
Austin's  time ;  for  he  speaks  of  some,  who  observed  a 
Noverulial  in  relation  to  their  dead,^  which  he  thinks  they 
ought  to  be  forbidden,  because  it  was  only  an  heathen  cus- 
tom. He  does  not  seem  to  intimate,  that  they  kept  it 
exactly  as  the  heathen  did;  but  rather  that  they  were  super- 
stitious in  their  observation  of  nine  days  of  mourning*,  which 
was  without  example  in  scripture.  There  was  another  way 
of  continuing  the  funeral  offices  for  three  days  together, 
which  was  allowed  among-  Christians,  because  it  had  no- 
thing in  it  but  the  same  worship  of  God  repeated.  Thus 
Euodlus  writing-  to  St.  Austin,*  and  fi-ivingf  him  an  account 


'  Chrys,  Horn.  6.  in  1  Thes.  Horn.  W.  de  Doimientibiis.  t.  v.  p.  423. 
•  Itosiii.  AiUiq.  lib.  v.  cuj).  39.  p.  9i)7.  '  Aug-.  Qusest.  172.  in 

f«t-n.  toin.  iv,  Ncscio  utrum  inveniatur  alicui  sanctorum  in  Scripturis  cele- 
bratum  esse  inctum  iiovein  dies,  quod  apud  La  iiios  Novendial  appellant. 
Unde  mibi  videntiir  ab  hfic  consuetndine  prohibendi,  si  qui  Cliristianoruni 
istnm  in  mortuis  suis  numtMUin  servant,  qui  magis  est  in  Gentilium  consuetu- 
dine.  ♦  Euodii.  I'p.  2.5S.  inter  E|>ist,  Aui?.     Exequias  priebuimus 

•alis  honorabiles,  et  dijjnns  taiita;  unimte  :  nam  |)er  triduum  hymnis  Dominum 
collaiidaviiuus  super  sepulclirum  ipsiuii,  el  redem;  iionis  sacramenta  terlio  die 
obtuliinus. 
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of  the  funeral  of  a  very  pious  young-  man,  who  had  been  his 
notary,  says,  he  had  g-iven  him  honourable  obsequies,  worthy 
so  great  a  soul:  for  he  continued  to  sing  hymns  to  God  for 
three  days  together  at  his  grave,  and  on  the  third  day 
offered  the  sacraments  of  redemption.  The  author  of  the 
Constitutions*  takes  notice  of  this  repetition  of  the  funeral 
office  on  the  third  day,  and  the  ninth  day,  and  the  fortieth 
day,  giving  peculiar  reasons  for  each  of  them  :  let  the  third 
day  be  observed  for  the  dead  with  psalms,  and  lessons,  and 
prayers,  because  Christ  on  the  third  day  rose  again  from  the 
dead  ;  and  let  the  ninth  day  be  observed  in  remembrance  of 
the  living'  and  the  dead ;  and  also  the  fortieth  day,  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  manner  of  the  Israelites  mourning  for 
Moses  forty  days  ;  and  finally  let  the  anniversary  day  be  ob- 
served in  commemoration  of  the  deceased.  Cotelerius  in 
his  notes  upon  this  place  has  observed  several  other  ancient 
writers,  who  take  notice  of  some  of  these  days.  Palladius  in 
his  Historia  Lausiaca,  cap.  26.  mentions  the  third  and  the 
fortieth.  Justinian  in  one  of  his  Novels  speaks^  of  the  third, 
the  ninth,  the  fortieth,  and  the  anniversary  day  of  comme- 
morations ;  forbidding  women,  who  professed  the  monas- 
tic life,  to  go  into  the  monasteries  of  the  men  under 
pretence  of  any  of  these  solemn  commmunications  of 
the  dead.  To  these  he  adds,  St.  Ambrose  in  his 
funeral  oration  upon  Theodosius,  and  Isidore  of  Pelu- 
sium,  lib.  i.  ep,  114.  and  Eustratius  Constantinopolitanus, 
mentioned  by  Photius,  Cod.  171.  To  omit  Damascen, 
Nicon,  Phillippus  Solitarius,  Hincmarus,  Theodore,  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  or  any  later  writers.  Suicerus  and 
Meursius  take  notice  of  the  same  custom  in  the  word 
l^QiTtwarai,  which  signifies  the  third  siVidninth  day  of  com- 
memorating the  dead,  which,  they  say,  was  the  custom  of  the 
Ancients.     So  that  when  St.  Austin  speaks  against  observ- 


'  Constit.  lib.  viii.  cap.  42.  *  Justin.  Novel.  133.  cap.  3.    Sed 

nfqne  aliam  iagressiium  oc^asionein  excngitanfo per  causam  corum  quse 

peraguntur  circa  txetiuias,  qiias  scilicet  nieniorias  appellant,  in  tertium  no-- 
numque  diem  convenientes,  item  cum  quadraginta  excesserint,  aiif  eliaiti 
annus. 
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ing-  the  ninth  day,  it  was  not  what  Cotelerius  supposes,  be- 
cause he  was  ignorant  of  tliis  practice,  with  St.  Ambrose 
and  many  other  of  the  Latins,  wherein  Cotelerius  contradicts 
himself,  having-  alleged  St.  Ambrose  before  as  one  that 
approved  the  practice:  but  it  was  because  St.  Austin  had 
observed  something  amiss  in  the  practice  of  some  supersti^ 
tious  Christians,  who  kept  the  ninth  day  with  some  abuse, 
most  probably  rioting  and  excess,  resembling  the  Noven- 
diale  of  the  heathens  ;  as  we  have  heard  him  complain  be- 
fore of  the  feasts,  which  such  Christians  made  at  the  graves 
of  the  dead,  too  much  resembling  the  Parentalia  of  the 
Gentiles. 


Sect.  20. — The  Custom  of  strewing  Flowers  upon  the  Graves  ofthe  Dead, 
retained  without  Offence. 

The  custom  of  strewing  flowers  upon  the  graves  of  the 
dead  was  reckoned  innoceut,  and  therefore  was  retained  by 
some  Christians  without  any  rebuke.  St.  Ambrose  and  St. 
Jerom  both  mention  it  without  any  censure:  only  they  seem 
to  speak  of  it  as  chiefly  the  practice  of  the  vulgar :  for  the 
more  intelligent  sort  of  Christians  despised  it  as  a  trifle,  and 
shewed  their  respect  to  the  dead  in  acts  that  were  more  sub- 
stantial. Thus  St.  Ambrose  in  praise  of  Valentinian,  says,* 
I  will  not  scatter  flowers  upon  his  grave,  but  perfume  his 
spirit  with  the  odour  of  Christ.  Let  others  strew  their 
baskets  of  flowers  upon  him  :  my  lily  is  Christ,  and  with  this 
flower  only  will  I  consecrate  his  remains.  In  like  manner 
St.  Jerom-  commends  his  friend  Pammachius  for  this, 
that  whilst  other  husbands  scattered  violets,  and  roses,  and 
lilies,  and  purple  flowers  upon  the  graves  of  their  deceased 


'  Ambros.  de  Obilu  Valentin,  p.  12.  Nee  ogo  floribus  tumiilum  eju»  a»- 
prrgam,  sed  spiritnm  ejus  Christ!  odore  perfundain.  Spargant  alii  plenis 
lilia  calathis  :  nobis  liliuin  est  Christus:  hoc,  rt-liquias  ejus  sacrabo. 
*  Ilipron.  Ep.  2U.  ad  Paminach.  de  Obitu  Uxoris.  Caeteri  inariti  super  tu- 
mulos  conjuiiuiii  spargunl  violas,  rosas,  lilia,  (loresquc  purpureos  ;  et  dole- 
rem  pectoris  his  ofRciis  consolantur.  Pammachius  nostcr  sauctam  saviilara 
«tiaqti«  Tcneranda  plermosynGP  balsamii  rigat. 
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wives,  and  with  such  httle  offices  assuaged  the  grief  of  their 
breasts  ;  Pammachius  watered  the  holy  ashes  and  bones  of 
his  wife  with  the  balsam  of  alms-deeds  and  cliarity  to  the 
poor.  With  these  perfumes  and  odours  he  solaced  the 
ashes  of  the  dead  that  lay  at  rest,  knowing  that  it  was 
written,  "  as  water  will  quench  a  flaming-  tire,  so  alms 
makes  an  atonement  for  sins." 

Sect.  21. — As  also  wearing  a  Mourning  Habit  for  some  Time. 

They  had  the  same  notion  of  going  into  a  mourning  habit 
For  the  dead:  they  did  not  condemn  it,  nor  yet  much  approve 
of  it,  but  left  it  to  all  men's  liberty  as  an  indifferent  thing  ; 
rather  commending  those  that  either  omitted  it  wholly,  or 
in  a  short  time  laid  it  aside  ag^ain,  as  aetino-  more  accordins" 
to  the  bravery  and  philosophy  of  a  Christian.  Thus  St. 
Jerom  commends  one  Julian,^  a  rich  man  in  his  time,  be- 
cause having  lost  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  that  is,  his 
whole  family  in  a  very  few  days,  one  after  another,  he  wore 
the  mourning  habit  but  forty  days  after  their  death,  and 
then  resumed  his  usual  habit  again  ;  and  because  he  accom- 
panied his  wife  to  the  grave,  not  as  one  that  was  dead,  but 
as  going  to  her  rest.  Cyprian  indeed  seems  to  carry  the 
matter  a  little  further  :  he  says,  he  was  ordered  by  divine 
revelation  to  preach  to  the  people  publicly  and  constantly, 
that  they  should  not  lament  their  brethren,  that  were  deli- 
vered from  the  world  by  divine  vocation  ;  as  being  assured 
that  they  were  not  lost,  but  only  sent  before  them  ;  that 
their  death  was  only  a  receding'  from  the  world,  and  a 
speedier  call  to  heaven ;  that  we  ought  to  long  after  them, 
and  not  lament  them;  nor  wear  any  mourning  habit,^  seeing- 
they  were  gone  to  put  on  their  white  garments  in  heaven. 
No  occasion  should  be  given  to  the  Gentiles  justly  to  ac- 
cuse and   reprehend  us,  for  lamenting  those  as  lost  and 


•  Hieron.  Ep.  34.  ad  Julian.     Laudent  te quod  in  quadragpsimo  die 

dormitionis  earum  lugubrein  vestera  mutaveris,  et  dedicatio  ossiuni  maityris 
Candida  tibi  vestimenta  reddiderit.  ?  Cypr.  de  Mortal,  p.  164. 

Nee  accipiendas  essQ  hie  atras  vestes,  quando  illi  ibi  indumenta  alba  jam 
sumpserint,  &e. 
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extinct,  whom  we  uflirm  still  to  live  with  God  ;  and  lliat  we 
do  not  prove  that  faith,  which  wc  profess  in  words,  by  the 
inward  testimony  of  our  hearts  and  souls.  Cyprian  thought 
no  sorrow  at  all  was  to  be  expressed  for  the  death  of  a 
Christian;  nor  consequently  any  sig-ns  of  sorrow,  such  as 
(he  mourning"  habit ;  because  the  death  of  a  Christian  was 
only  a  translation  of  him  to  heaven.  But  others  did  not 
carry  the  thing  so  high,  but  thought  a  moderate  sorrow 
might  be  allowed  to  nature,  and  therefore  did  not  so  pe- 
remptorily condemn  the  mourning  habit,  as  beingonly  a  de- 
cent expression  of  such  a  moderate  sorrow,  though  they 
liked  it  better  if  men  could  have  tl;e  bravery  to  refuse  it. 

Sect.  '2'2. —  Some  other  Rites  not  allowed  by  iho  Aiuieiils. 

We  find  some  other  funeral  rites  mentioned  by  the  spu- 
rious writers  under  the  names  of  Dionysius  the  Areopagite 
and  Athanasius.  As  the  priests  anointing*  the  body  with 
oil  before  it  was  put  into  the  grave,  for  which  the  pretended 
Dionysius  gives  this  reason,*  that  as  in  the  ministration  of 
baptism,  after  the  person  had  put  oft'  his  old  garments,  he 
was  anointed  w  ith  oil :  so  in  the  end  of  all  things  oil  was 
poured  upon  the  dead.  The  first  unction  called  the  bap- 
tized person  to  his  holy  fight  and  combat;  the  second  unc- 
tion declared  that  he  had  fought  his  fight  and  finished  all 
his  labour,  and  was  now  consummated  and  made  perfect. 
This  was  quite  different  unction  from  the  anointing-  or  em- 
balming of  the  body  to  its  burial,  of  which  we  have  spoken 
before  :  and  as  other  writers  say  nothing  of  it,  I  let  it  pass  as 
a  thing  uncertain,  the  bare  testimony  of  this  writer  not 
being  sufficient  to  establish  an  ancient  ecclesiastical  custom. 
We  may  say  the  same  of  another  rite  mentioned  by  the 
pretended  Athanasius,*  who  speaks  of  lighting  a  mixture  of 
oil  and  wax  at  the  grave  of  the  dead,  as  a  sacrifice  of  burnt- 
off'erino*  to  God.  But  besides  the  silence  of  others,  there 
are  two   further  prejudices  against  this,   first,  that  it  looks 


'  Dionys.  Eccles.  Ilicrarch.  cap.  vii.  *  Atlian.  Serin,  de  Dor- 

mientibuD,  cittil  by  Lurant.  de  Ritibus.  lib.  i.  cap.  xxiii.  ii.  I  k  p.  'i35. 
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more  like  a  piece  of  Jewish  supur.slitloii  tlum  ;»  Christian 
rite,  and  secondly,  that  the  Council  of  Eliberis  hds  an  ex- 
press Canon/  forbidding  a  ceremony  not  very  different  from 
this,  viz.  burning-  of  wax  tapers  by  day  in  the  cemeteries  of 
the  dead,  lest  the  spirits  of  the  saints  should  be  molested. 
And  if  any  despised  this  order,  they  were  liable  to  be  cast 
out  of  communion  for  their  contempt  of  it.  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  explain  to  the  reader  the  reason  of  this  inhibition, 
nor  say  that  it  forbids  expressly  the  rite  beforementioned  : 
but  there  is  some  analogy  and  similitude  between  the  two 
ceremonies,  and  therefore  it  is  hence  very  probable,  that 
neither  of  them  wore  accepted  or  any  ways  approved  by 
the  Church. 


Sect.  23. — To  what  Sort  of  Persons  tlie  Privilege  of  Burying-  with  tliis 
Solemnity  was  denied. 

We  have  now  seen  the  whole  manner  of  Christian  burial 
among  the  Ancients,  with  all  the  rites,  both  sacred  and  civil, 
accompanying  and  attending  it,  I  have  only  one  thing 
more  to  observe  concerning-  the  whole  in  general  :  which  is, 
that  Christian  burial  with  these  solemnities  was  ever  es- 
teemed a  privilege,  and  such  as  good  men  always  desired 
when  they  could  have  it,  and  bad  men  were  punished  for 
their  crimes  with  the  denial  and  refusal  of  it  by  the  Church, 
who  laid  it  as  a  mark  of  censure  and  displeasure  upon  them, 
not  to  allow  them  the  honour  and  privilege  of  that  solemn 
interment,  which  was  customary  in  the  practice  of  the 
Church.  Good  men  indeed  were  not  above  measure  con- 
cerned for  their  bodies,  so  as  to  think  it  any  real  detriment 
or  loss  to  them,  if  either  the  barbarity  of  their  enemies  or 
any  other  accident  denied  them  this  privilege :  for  in  this 
case,  as  St.  Austin  largely  discourses,'^  the  faith  of  a  Chris- 
tian set  him  above  any  fear  that  might  arise  from  the  want 
of  a  burial :  the  consumption  of  wild  beasts  would  be  no 


'  Con.  Eliber.  can.  34.  Cereos  per  diem  placuit  in  coemiterio  non  incendi : 
inqnietandi  enim  spiritus  sanctorum  non  sunt.  Qui  haec  non  observaverint, 
arceantur  ab  ecclesiie  communione.  -  Aug.  de  Civ.  Doi.  lib,  i. 

cap.  12  et  13. 
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prj'jtitlice  to  those  bodies,  which  must  rise  again,  and  an 
hair  of  >vliose  head  couUl  not  j)erish.  The  Psalmist  indeed 
says,  and  that  with  some  concern,  "  They  have  given  the 
dead  bodies  of  thy  servants  to  be  moat  to  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  and  the  flesh  of  thy  saints  to  the  beasts  of  the  land: 
their  blood  have  they  shed  on  every  side  of  Jerusalem,  and 
there  was  no  man  to  bury  them."  But  this,  says  St.  Austin, 
is  said  more  to  exaggerate  the  cruelty  of  those,  who  did  it, 
than  the  infelicity  of  those,  who  suil'orod  it.  For  though 
these  things  may  seem  hard  and  direful  in  the  eyes  of  men, 
"  yet  precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his 
saints."  Therefore  all  these  things,  namely,  the  care  of  a 
funeral,  the  building  of  a  sepulchre,  the  pomp  of  funeral 
obsequies,  are  rather  for  the  consolation  of  the  living,  than 
for  any  benefit  of  the  dead.  If  a  sumptuous  funeral  be  any 
advantage  to  the  wicked,  then  a  poor  one  or  none  at  all  may 
be  some  detriment  to  the  just.  The  rich  man  that  was  clad 
in  purple  had  a  splendid  funeral,  by  the  ministry  of  his  ser- 
vants, in  the  sight  of  men  ;  but  the  poor  man  full  of  sores 
had  a  much  more  splendid  one  in  the  sight  of  God,  by  the 
ministry  of  the  angels,  who  did  not  carry  him  forth  into  a 
marble  tomb,  but  translated  him  into  Abraham's  bosom. 
Some  philosophers  have  despised  the  care  of  a  funeral;  and 
whole  armies,  whilst  they  were  fighting  for  an  earthly  coun- 
try, have  been  as  regardless  where  they  should  lie,  or  to 
what  beasts  they  should  become  a  prey.  And  the  poets 
have  said  plausibly  enough  upon  this  subject, 

Coelo  tegitur  qui  non  habet  urnam. 

He  that  has  no  urn,  has  yet  the  heaven  for  a  covering. 
Therefore  let  not  the  heathen  insult  over  the  bodies  of 
Chri'-tians,  that  lie  unburied,  who  have  a  promise  that  their 
tlosh  and  all  their  members  shall  be  reformed,  not  only  out 
of  the  earth,  but  out  of  the  most  secret  recesses  of  every 
other  element,  and  in  a  moment  of  time  be  perfectly  re- 
stored to  their  pristine  and  primitive  state  again. 

This  was  the  Christian's  consolation,  whenever  malice  or 
the  necessity  of  their  fate  and  condition  denied  them  a  fu- 
neral. In  other  cases  they  were  very  desirous  to  be  decently 
interred  among  their  brethren  ;  and  the  living  thought  it  a 
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piece  of  justice  to  the  dead,  to  treat  them  handsomely  after 
death,  seeing  their  bodies  had  been  the  organs  and  vessels 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  every  good  work  ;  and  were  not  only 
like  a  rinjr  or  a  g-arment,  mere  external  ornaments  to  the 
nature  of  man,  but  more  intimately  and  nearly  belonging  to 
him,  as  part  of  his  very  essence  and  constitution.  Upon 
this  account,  good  men  were  equally  careful  both  to  pay 
this  just  debt  to  their  holy  brethren,  and  to  make  provision 
that  the  same  good  oflices  should  be  done  to  themselves. 
And  this  made  it  an  honourable  and  desirable  privilege  to 
be  buried  after  the  manner  of  the  faithful.  But  then  it  was 
a  privilege,  which  belonged  to  none  but  such.  All  catechu- 
mens that  died  in  a  voluntary  neglect  of  baptism,  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  benefit  of  it,  as  we  find  by  an  order  of  the 
first  Council  of  Braga,'  and  many  passages  of  St.  Chrysos- 
tom  to  this  purpose,^  which  direct  men  to  offer  private  alms 
and  private  prayers  for  them,  but  assure  us  they  had  na 
place  in  the  public  offices  of  the  Church.  The  case  was 
otherwise,  when  men  died  without  baptism,  not  through 
any  neglect  or  contempt  of  it,  but  by  some  unavoidable  ne- 
cessity, which  happened  and  could  not  be  foreseen  or  pre- 
vented, whilst  they  were  piously  and  studiously  preparing 
for  baptism.  In  this  case,  either  martyrdom  or  a  man's  own 
faith  was  thought  sufficient  to  supply  the  want  of  baptism, 
as  I  have  largely  shewn  in  another  place  :^  and  then  they 
were  buried  with  the  same  solemnity  as  other  believers, 
beino-  all  one  with  them  in  the  estimation  of  the  Church. 

Another  sort  of  persons,  to  whom  the  Church  denied  the 
usual  solemnity  of  burial,  were  the  Biathanati,  that  is,^ 
such  as  laid  violent  hands  upon  themselves,  being  plainly 
guilty  of  murder,  and  that  without  repentance,  by  calling 
death  upon  themselves.  And  they  put  into  the  same  class  all 
those  that  were  publicly  executed  for  their  crimes  ;  because 
these  were  virtually  and  indirectly  guilty  of  self-murder,  in 
doing  those  things,  which  in  the  course  of  justice  brought 


>  Con.  Bracaren.  1.  can.  35.  *  Chiys.  Horn.  3.  in  Philip,  p. 

122*.     Horn.  24.  in  Joan.  p.  159.    Iloin.  1.  in  Act.  p.  U. 
»  Book  X.  cliap.  ii.  sect.  20  et  21. 
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them  to  an  untimely  end  ;  or  at  least  sueli  thing's  as  de- 
served a  spiritual  censure,  as  well  as  a  temporal  punish- 
ment. Upon  this  account  the  Council  of  Braga  orders,' 
that  both  these  sorts  of  men  shall  be  denied  the  honour  of 
being- carried  with  the  usual  solemnity  of  Psalmody  to  the 
grave.  The  Council  of  Auxerre  orders,'-  that  the  oblations 
of  such  as  voluntarily  hanged  or  drowned  the.mselves,  or 
killed  themselves  with  the  sword,  or  cast  tliemselves 
from  a  precipice,  or  were  any  other  ways  guilty  of 
a  voluntary  death,  should  not  bo  received  in  the  Church. 
And  this  was  a  punishment  of  the  same  nature  as  denying' 
them  a  solemn  burial.  There  is  a  like  order  in  the  second 
Council  of  Orleans,^  to  refuse  the  oblations  of  such  as  lay 
violent  hands  upon  themselves;  but  they  except  such  as 
were  killed  for  their  crimes  ;  I  suppose  upon  a  supposition, 
that  such  persons  repented  of  their  crimes  before  their  exe- 
cution. But  if  any  one  laid  violent  hands  uponhimself,  or  was 
actually  killed  in  his  crimes,  there  was  no  exception  ever 
made  in  his  favour.  Optatus  says,*  even  one  of  the  Dona- 
tist  bishops  denied  the  Cireumcellions  solemn  burial,  because 
they  were  sUiin  in  rebellion  against  the  civil  magistrate. 
Which  shews,  that  this  was  a  rule  inviolably  observed  in  the 
Church. 

Another  sort  of  persons,  to  whom  the  Church  denied  the 
privilege  of  solemn  burial,  were  all  excommunicated  per- 
fr'Ons,  wl)0  continued  obstinate  and  impenitent  in  a  manifest 
contempt  of  the  Church's  discipline  and  censures.  Under 
which  denomination  all  heretics  and  schismatics,  that  were 
actually  denounced  such  by  the  censures  of  the  Church, 
were  included.  For  the  oflice  of  burial  belonged  only  to  the 
Fiiieles,  or  communicants,  that  is,  such  as  died  cither  in  the 
full  communion  of  the  Church,  or  else  if  they  were  excom- 
municate, were  yet  in  a  disposition  to  communicate  by 
accepting  and  (submitting  to  the  rules  of  penance  and  disci- 
pline in  the  Church.     In  which  case  their  desire  of  commu- 


'  Con.  Bnicnr.  i.  can.  xxxiv.  »  Coii.  Autissiodor.  can.  17. 

•  Con.  Aurelian,  ii,  can  xiv.  *  Optat.  lib.  iii.  ji.  08. 
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nion  was  accepted,  as  the  catechumens''  desire  of  baptism, 
and  tliey  were  treated  as  communicants,  though  they  hap- 
pened to  die  without  a  formal  reconciliation  in  the  Cliurch  : 
the  Church  in  this  case  relaxed  their  censures,  and  received 
them  into  communion,  and  treated  them  as  other  communi- 
cants after  death:  of  which  I  have  given  a  more  ample 
account,  in  speaking  of  the  discipline  of  the  Church,  in  a 
former  book.' 


CHAP.  IV. 

An  Account  of  (he  Laws  ynade  to  secure  the  Bodies  and 
Graves  of  the  Dead  from  the  Violence  of  Robbers  and  sa- 
crilegious Invaders. 

Sect.  1. — The   old  Roman  LSws  very  severe  against  Robbers  of  Graves 
and  all  Abuses  and  Injuries  done  to  ihe  Bodies  of  the  Dead. 

Tiiough  it  does  not  strictly  belong  to  the  busniess  of  fu- 
neral rites  to  speak  any  thing  of  robbers  of  graves,  andtlie 
laws  made  against  them,  yet  because  these  have  some  rela- 
tion to  the  dead,  and  some  things  also  remarkable  in  them, 
I  will  add  something  upon  this  subject  for  the  close  of  this 
whole  discourse.  I  have  hinted  before,^  that  the  Old  Roman 
laws  were  very  severe  against  all  injuries  and  abuses  offered 
either  to  the  bodies  or  the  monuments  and  sepulchres  of  the 
dead.  They  were  reckoned  sacred  things;  and  therefore  "  if 
any  violated  a  sepulchre,  so  as  to  draw  out  the  body  or  the 
bones,  it  was  a  capital  crime  to  be  punished  with  death  in 
persons  of  a  meaner  rank  f  and  others  of  an  higher  fortune 
Avere  cither  to  be  transported  into  some  island,  or  otherwise 
banished  or  condemned  to  the  mines,"   as  appears  from  the 


'  Book  XIX.  chap.  ii.  sect.  xi.  -  Chap.  ii.  sect.  2. 

*  Digest,  lib.  xlvii.  Tit.  xii.  de  Sepulcliro  Violato.  leg.  xi.  Rei  sepul- 
chrorum  violatorum,  si  corpora  ipsa  extraxerint,  vei  ossa  eruerint,  humilio- 
ris  quidcm  fortunjE  sumino  supplicio  afficiuntur  :  honestiorcs  in  insulani  dc- 
portantur:  alii  autein  relegantur,  aut  in  metallum  datunantur. 
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answer  of  Paulas  in  the  Panilects,  aiul  those  laws  of  the 
Christian  Emperors,'  which  speak  of  the  old  laws  punishing- 
this  crime  with  death.  They  made  a  distinction  between 
the  bodies  and  the  sepnlchres:  he  that  violated  the  sepul- 
chre only,  but  offered  no  injury  to  the  body  was  not  punish- 
able with  death,  but  either  confiscation,  or  infamy,  or 
banishment,  or  digging-  in  the  mines  ;  but  if  he  offered  any 
indignity  to  the  body  itself  his  crime  was  capital,  and  his 
blood  was  required  to  expiate  the  offence ;  unless  the  dignity 
of  his  condition  happened  to  be  such  as  the  law  allowed  to 
.secure  his  life,  and  change  the  punishment  of  death  into  a 
])enalty  of  some  other  nature. 

Sect.  '2. — This  Severity  continued  for  tlie  most   Part  under  the  Christian 
Kinperors,  with  sonic  additional  Circumstances. 

This  law  continued  all  the  time  of  Constantine:  but  Con- 
stans  his  son  made  a  little  alteration  in  the  penalty ;  which 
Jastod  not  very  long;  for  it  was  presently  after  revoked  by 
Constantiiis,  and  the  old  penalty  revived  again.  Constans, 
in  a  first  law  about  demolisliing  sepulchres,  (making  no 
mention  of  violating-  the  bodies  themselves)  left  the  matter 
prettv  much  as  he  found  it  :'^  orderino-  all  such  as  were  con- 
cerned  in  demolishing-  of  sepulchres,  to  be  sent  to  the 
tniiies,  if  they  were  of  a  servile  condition,  and  did  it  without 
the  knowledge  of  their  lord:  but  if  they  did  it  barely  at 
his  instance,  by  his  authority  and  command,  they  were  only 
to  be  exiled  by  a  commorj  banishment:  and  if  the  lord  was 
found  to  have  received  any  thing  into  his  own  house  or  farm, 
that  was  taken  from  a  sepulchre,  his  house  or  farm,  or  what- 
ever edifice  it  was,  was  to  be  confiscated  to  the  public. 
J3tif,  in  a  second  law%^  he  took  away  the  punishment  of  death, 
Avhich  the  old  laws  appointed,  and  instead  of  it  laid  a  mulct 


'Cod.Th.  lib.  9.  tit.  xvii.  de  Sepulchr,  Violatis.  \cg.  ii.  et  iii.  et  Valen- 
lin.  Novel.  .5.  de  Sepulchris.  *  Cod.  Th.  ibid.  leg:,  i.     Ki  quis 

ill  deintdiendis  Sepulrhris  fuerit  adprelicnsus,  si  id  sine  doniini  conscienti& 
facial,  nietallo  adjudicetur:  si  vero  domini  aucloritnte  vel  jnssione  urgca- 
tiir,  rcle-ratione  pleetatiir,  Ac.  ''  Ibid.  leg.  ii.  Factum  so- 

lilum  sa'ij;uiiie  viiidiciiii  iinillif  iiidicliniic  cftrriginuis,  &c. 


CHaP    IV.  CHRISTIAN    CHURCH.  301 

or  fine  of  twenty  pounds  of  g-old  upon  all  that  should  be 
found  g"uilty  in  any  thing-  of  this  nature.  Constantius  did 
not  approve  of  this  reduction  or  abatement  of  the  ancient 
penalty,  and  therefore  he  revoked  the  indulgence  of  his 
brother  Constans,  and  by  two  new  laws  of  his  own  brought 
the  ancient  punishment  of  death  into  force  again,  with 
some  additional  punishment  by  way  of  fine  also.  His 
first  law  runs  in  these  terms:*  we  understand  there  are 
yoine,  who  out  of  a  greedy  desire  of  g-ain  pull  down 
and  demolish  sepulchres,  transferring  the  materials  of 
the  building  to  their  own  houses ;  now  such,  when  their 
wickedness  is  detected,  shall  be  subject  to  the  punish- 
ment appointed  by  the  ancient  laws.  In  his  other  law,  he 
first  imposes  a  penalty  of  ten  pounds  of  gold  upon  any  one, 
that  steals  from  a  monument  either  stones,  or  marble,  or  pil- 
lars, or  any  other  material,  whether  to  use  in  any  building, 
or  to  sell  them  :  and  then  he  subjoins,^  that  this  punishment 
is  intended  as  an  addition  over  and  above  to  the  ancient  se- 
verity: for  he  would  not  derogate  any  thing  from  that  pu- 
nishment, which  was  before  imposed  upon  those,  who  offered 
violence  to  the  graves  of  the  dead  ;  because,  as  he  says  in 
the  beginning"  of  his  law,  it  was  a  double  crime  equally 
injurious  both  to  the  dead  and  the  living  ;  to  the  dead  by 
destroying'  and  spoiling  their  habitations  ;  and  to  the  living-, 
by  polluting  them  in  the  use  of  such  materials  in  building. 
And  he  adds  in  the  close,  that  his  intention  was  to  inchide 
within  these  penalties  all  such  as  meddled  with  the  bodies 
and  relics  of  t!ie  dead,  as  well  as  those,  who  defaced  their 
sepulchres.  There  is  also  a  law  of  Julian's  in  the  Theodo- 
sian  Code,  wherein  he  first  complains  of  the  audaciousness 
of  men  in  demolishing  sepulchres  and  stealing"  away  the 
ornaments  of  them  ;  and  then  orders '  such  to  be  prosecuted 


'  Cod.  Til.  ibid.  leg.  iii.  Qiiosdam  coniperimus,  lucri  nimiutn  cupidos, 
sepiilclira  subvertere,  et  subslantiam  fabricandi  ad  proprias  cedes  trans- 
ferre :  hi  detecto  scelere  animadversionem  piiscis  legibus  definitairi  sub- 
ire  debebunl.  2  ihi,j.  leg.  iv.  Qusc  pa>na  piisciE  severi- 
tati  accedit:  nihil  enim  derogatum  estilli  suppplicio,  quod  sepulchra  violan- 
tibns  videtur  impositum.  Iluic  aiilem  poena;  subjaccbunt  et  qui  corpora  se- 
pnlla  autreli(|uias  eonlrcclaveriiil.  ^  Ibid.  leg.  V.  Hoc 
lieri  prohibemus,  poonu  nianiuni  vindicc  cohibcntcs. 
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with  the  severity  of  the  former  laws  made  against  them. 
FinallyTheodosius  junior  and  Valentinian  III.  made  a  most 
severe  law  ag-ainstall  such  invaders  of  what  quality  soever, 
appointing  their  punishment  according  to  the  dignity  of  the 
persons  concerned.'  It'  a  slave  or  a  countryman  was  appre- 
hended in  this  crime,  he  was  immediately  to  be  put  to  the 
rack:  And  if  he  confessed  that  it  was  his  own  act,  and  his 
master  was  not  concerned  in  it,  he  was  to  be  put  to  death. 
If  his  master  was  concerned  in  it,  he  was  punished  in  like 
manner.  If  a  freeman  was  found  gtiilty,  who  was  but  a 
plebeian  and  hatl  no  estate,  he  was  also  to  suffer  death. 
If  he  had  an  estate,  or  was  in  any  dignity,  he  was  to  be 
amerced  in  half  his  estate,  and  for  ever  after  to  be  made 
infamous  in  law.  If  a  clergyman  was  found  guilty  of  this 
crime,  whetiier  bishop  or  inferior,  he  was  immediately  to  be 
degraded  and  lose  the  name  of  a  clerk,  and  to  be  sent  into 
banishment  without  redemption.  And  all  judges  are  strictly 
charged  to  see  this  law  duly  put  in  execution.  Pax  sepul- 
/is,  Peace  be  to  the  dead. 

Sect.  3. — No  Indulgence  allowed  to  Robbers  of  Graves  by  the  Emperors  at 
the  Easter  Festival. 

To  give  these  laws  the  greater  force  and  terror,  it  was 
usual  with  the  Emperors,  when  they  granted  their  indul- 
gence to  several  criminals,  according  to  custom,  at  the 
Easter  festival,  still  to  except  robbers  of  graves,  with  other 
great  criminals,  whom  they  thought  unworthy  of  any  such 
pardon  or  indulgence  ;  such  as  men  guilty  of  sacrilege,  in- 
cest, ravishment,  adultery,  sorcery,  necromancy,  counterfeit- 
ing or  adulterating  the  public  coin,  together  with  murder 
and  treason:  as  we  find  the  exceptions  made  in  several  laws 
of  Valentinian,  and  Grotian,  and  Theodosius  senior,  and 
Theodosius  junior,  and  Valentinian  III.,  put  together  in  one 
title  in  the  Theodosian  Code,'  besides  this  famous  law  of 
Valentinian  now  recited. 


'  Valentin.  Novel.  5.  dC  Sepukhris,  ad  CaFcem  Cod.  Theodos.  Servos  colo. 
nosvc  in  hoc  facinnre  di'prchensos,  duci  protiniis  ad  torinenta  convenit.  Si 
de  sua  tnnltim  fuerint  temeritate  confess!,  luant  cominissa  snnpuine  sno,  &c. 
"  t'od.  Th.  lil>.  ix.  lit.  3S.  <li'  iiidulgentiis  Criininum.  iep.  .S,  I.  (\  7.  S. 
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Sect.  t. — For  this  Crime  a  Woman  was  allowed  by  the  Laws  to  gire  a  Bill 
of  Divorce  to  her  Husband. 

And  it  is  remarkable  also,  that  Constantine,  who  allowed 
a  woman  liberty  to  put  away  her  husband  for  three  crimes, 
made  this  one  of  the  three ;  if  he  was  a  murderer,  or  a  sor- 
cerer, or  a  robber  of  graves.'  And  Theodosius  junior  also 
puts  the  same  crime  among-  the  legal  causes  of  divorce,  both 
in  men  and  women,  in  one  of  his  laws,-  which  Justinian  not 
only  put  into  his  new  Code,  but  confirmed  by  several  laws 
and  novels  of  his  own  composing,  as  has  been  already 
shewn  more  at  larg-e  in  handling  the  matter  of  divorces  in 
the  Lst  book.^  Neither  were  the  ecclesiastical  laws  want- 
ing in  the  punishment  of  this  crime,  which  was  reputed  the 
most  barbarous  and  inhuman  sort  of  robbery  of  any  other  ; 
concerning  which  I  have  spoken  fully  under  the  head  of 
ecclesiastical  discipline,*  and  therefore  need  say  no  more  of 
it  in  this  place. 

Sect.  5. — One  Reason  tempting  Men  to  commit  this  Crime,  was  the  rich 
Adorning  of  the  Heathen  Sepulchres. 

Now  if  it  be  inquired,  wliat  made  men  professing  Chri.s- 
tianity  to  be  so  much  addicted  to  this  vice,  that  there  should 
be  need  of  so  many  laws  against  it?  I  answer,  there  were 
three  motives  or  temptations  to  this  kind  of  robbery  ;  two 
of  which  had  something  plausible  in  them  ;  but  the  first  had 
nothing  but  downright  covetousness  in  it,  arising  from  the 
rich  ornaments  and  splendid  furniture  of  many  of  the  hea- 
then monuments  buib  over  their  graves  ;  which  some  wicked 
Christians,  as  well  as  others,  looking  upon  not  so  much  with 
an  envious,  as  a  covetous  and  rapacious  eye,  took  occasion 
either  publicly  or  privately  to  make  a  spoil  and  plunder  of 
them.  This  is  evident  from  the  complaints,  made  in  the  se- 
veral laws,  of  such  robbers  carrying  off  marble  stones,  and 


'  Cod.  Th.  lib.iil.tit.  16.  deRepudiis.  leg.  I.  '  Cod.  Just, 

lib.  T.  tit.  17.  de  Repudiis.  leg.  8.  »  Book  XXII.  chap,  v,  sect.  8. 

*  Book  XVI.  chap.  vi.  sect.  2t. 
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pillars,  and  other  rich  furniture,  either  to  adorn  their  own 
houses  therewith,  or  make  a  gain  of  them  lt)y  selling-  to 
others.  Some  were  so  base  and  sordid  as  to  pull  down 
monuments  to  make  lime  with,  or  sell  them  to  others  for 
that  purpose,  "  Coquendce  calcis  gratia,''''  as  one  of  the 
laws  words  it. 

Sect.  6. — A  more   plausible  Pretence  was  taken  up   from   the    Laws,   that 
ordered  all  Heathen  Altars  and  linasjes  to  be  demolished. 

But  this  rapacious  humour  was  something  covered  \\  ith  a 
plausible  pretence  of  piety  and  zeal  for  the  Christian  reli- 
gion. For  Constantino,  anno  333,  had  ordered  all  altars 
and  images  as  well  as  temples  to  be  destroyed :  and  the 
lieathen  monuments  and  sepulchres  were  often  adorned  with 
such  images  ;  w hich  gave  occasion,  beyond  the  meaning  of 
the  law,  to  bad  men  to  demolish  the  heathen  monuments, 
under  the  notion  of  destroying-  images,  and  rooting-  out 
idolatry,  and  all  the  remains  and  footsteps  of  it.  Had  they 
kept  within  the  intent  of  the  law,  only  destroying  images 
and  altars,  and  not  the  graves  themselves,  there  had  been 
no  just  reason  of  complaint:  but  when  under  this  pretence 
they  destroyed  not  only  the  imag-es,  but  the  whole  edifice 
of  the  monuments,  erasing-  the  titles,  and  disturbing  the 
bodies  or  ashes  of  the  dead,  and  carrying-  off  marble  stones 
and  pillars,  and  whatever  was  ornamental  or  valuable  about 
them,  this  was  thought  intolerable  by  the  succeeding  empe- 
rors, and  therefore  so  many  good  laws  were  made  ag'ainst  the 
hypocritical  rapaciousness  of  such  illegal  pretenders  to  re- 
formation. The  law  was  good,  had  they  used  it  lawfully  : 
but  they,  througli  covetousness  and  rafiiiic,  went  beyond 
their  bounds  :  and  therefore  Constans,  the  son  of  Constan- 
tine,  anno  349,  ordered  all  these  creatures  to  be  called  to 
an  account,  who  had  so  abused  the  law  of  his  father  ;  and 
under  pretence  of  destroying  images,  had  the  marble  orna- 
ments and  pillars  taken  away,'  and  the  stones  thrown  down 

'  Cod.  Th.  lib.  ix.  tit.  17.  de  Sepulchris.  Ifff.  2.  Universi  itaque,  qui  do 
monumeiitis  cohiinnas  vel  mannora  abstulerunt,  vel  cocjuenda'  calcis  grati& 
lapides  dejeceriint,  rx  eonsiilatu  scilicet  Dulmiilii  el  Zenojihili,  singular  li- 
brns  aiiri  per  singula  sepulclira  fisci  rali«nibus  infurant,  &e. 
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to  burn  into  lime.  Whosoever  of  this  sort  couhl  be  disco- 
vered, from  the  time  that  Dalmatius  and  Zenophilus  were 
consuls,  that  is,  from  the  year  333,  when  Constantine  first 
pubhshed  his  edict,  which  they  fraudulently  took  the  advan- 
tag-e  of,  they  should  forfeit  to  the  emperor's  coffer  a  pound 
of  g-old  for  every  monument  so  defaced.  And  whoever  for 
the  future  was  found  guilty  of  such  rapine,  should  be 
amerced  twenty  pounds  of  gold  to  the  use  of  the  exchequer 
likewise.  So  that  this  pretence  of  demolishing-  heathen 
monuments  under  the  notion  of  destroying  idolatry,  was  a 
mere  hypocritical  act  of  covetousness,  varnished  over  with 
a  face  of  religion. 


Sect.  7. — A  Thiril  Reason  was,  to  get  the  Relics  of  Martyrs,  to  sell  and 
make  Gain  of  them. 

There  was  also  a  third  temptation  of  the  same  nature, 
which  seems  to  have  prevailed  even  among  some  of  the 
more  senseless  and  covetous  clergy,  which  was  the  gainful 
trade  of  getting  and  selling-  the  relics  of  martyrs.  This 
made  them  for  the  sake  of  filthy  lucre  rob  graves,  and  steal 
away  the  bones  of  martyrs,  or  any  others,  that  they  might 
have  a  sufficient  stock  of  relics  (true  or  false,  it  mattered 
not  which)  to  feed  the  foolish  superstition  of  such  as  were 
willing  to  let  them  make  a  gain  of  them.  This  kind  of  su- 
perstition, calculated  to  encourage  covetousness  and  reli- 
gious cheats,  was  stirring  among  some  in  the  Church  be- 
times. For  though  the  Church  for  above  five  hundred  years 
made  no  other  use  of  the  relics  of  martyrs,  but  only  decently 
to  inter  them  ;  yet  some  superstitious  persons  privately  made 
another  use  of  them.  Optatus  says,*  Lucilla,  the  rich  foun- 
dress, as  one  may  call  her,  of  the  Donatist  schism,  was  used, 
before  she  received  the  eucharist,  to  kiss  the  mouth  of  a 
certain  martyr,   which,  whether  true  or  false,   she  had  pro- 


'  Optat.  lib.  i.  p.  40.  Cum  coireptionem  archidiaconi  Cacciliani  ferre  non 
posset,  qufE  ante  splritalem  cibum  et  potum,  os  nescio  cujus  martyris,  si 
tamen  martyris,  libare  dicfbatur,  &c. 


360  THl<:    ANTIUUITIKS    OF    THE  [buOK  \X!1!. 

cureJ,  and  kept  by  her  tor  that  purpose.  For  this  she  wus 
gravely  reproved  by  CecUian,  then  archdeiicon  of  Carthage: 
wlrieh  she  so  resented  and  remembered,  that  when  he  came 
to  be  bisliop,  she  bein^^  a  rich,  potent,  factious  woman,  by 
her  interest  procured  some  others  to  be  set  up  against  him  : 
wliich  was  the  first  beg-inning"  of  the  schism  of  the  Donatists, 
founded  upon  the  pride  of  an  imperious  woman,  who  was 
incorrigibly  bent  upon  the  superstitious  veneration  of  tlie 
relic  of  a  martyr.  St.  Austin  likewise  tells  us,*  there  were 
in  his  time  a  great  many  wandering  idle  monks,  hypocritical 
men,  who  by  the  instigation  of  Satan  went  about  the  world, 
selling"  relics  of  martyrs,  which  it  was  very  doubtful  whether 
they  were  the  relics  of  true  martyrs  or  not.  However,  they 
made  a  gainful  trade  of  it ;  and  no  doubt  were  tempted  upon 
that  account  to  rob  the  graves  of  the  martyrs,  or  some 
others,  which  would  as  well  serve  their  purpose.  In  oppo- 
sition to  this  sort  of  men,  Theodosius  the  Great  made  an 
express  law,-  that  no  one  should  remove  any  dead  body,  that 
was  buried,  from  one  place  to  another  ;  that  no  one  should 
sell  or  buy  the  relics  of  martyrs:  but  if  any  one  was  minded 
to  build  over  the  grave,  where  a  martyr  was  buried,  a  church 
to  be  called  a  martyrium  in  respect  to  him,  he  should  have 
liberty  to  do  it.  This  was  then  the  honour  that  was  paid  to 
martyrs,  to  let  them  lie  quietly  in  their  graves,  and  build 
churches  over  them,  which  were  dedicated  to  God  and  his 
service,  not  to  any  religious  worship  of  the  martyr ;  only  in 
honour  to  him  the  church  might  be  called  a  martyrium  after 
his  name:  but  beyond  this  no  honour  was  to  be  given  to 
him  under  any  pretence  of  veneration  :  and  to  take  up  his 
body  and  make  merchandize  of  his  bones,  was  so  far  from 


'  Aug.  de  Operc  Monachorum.  cap.28.  Callidissimus  hostis  tam  mullos 
hypocritas  sub  liabilu  monachorum  usquequaquc  dispcrsit,  circumcuiifos 
proviiicius,  iius([uaiii  ntissos,  iiusiitiam  tixos,  nu!>(|uain  staiitcs,  nu»quam  sc- 
(lentcs :  alii  imiiibra  iiiartyruin,  si  tamen  martyiuni,  vcnditant :  alii  finibrias 
et  phylacleria  sua  maafiiilicaiit,  &c.  ■'  (Od.  Ti\.  lib.  i.v.  lit.  7.  de 

Scpuli'lirin  N'iolatis.  \vg.  7.  lluiiiatum  corpus  nciiio  ad  aliuui  locum  transfe- 
ral; iic'iio  martyrem  distraliat,  nemo  merc(-tur:  liabeant  vcr6  in  potcstate,  si 
quolibct  in  loco  sanctorum  i-st  aliquis  condilus,  pro  ejus  voneratione,  ([uod 
martyrium  vocandum  sit,  addant  ([uod  voluerinl  fabricaruin. 
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veneration,  that  it  was  reckoned  a  disturbing  of  his  ashes 
and  a  robbing"  of  graves,  which  was  mere  eovetousness  hy- 
pocritically covered  under  the  nanfie  of  rehgion.  I  question 
not  but  the  law  of  Valentinian  III.,  which  speaks  of  bishops 
and  others  of  the  clerg-y,  who  were  concerned  in  robbing"  of 
graves,  was  levelled  against  this  sort  of  men,  who  digged  up 
the  bones  of  martyrs,  and  sold  them  as  holy  relics,  to  gra- 
tify their  own  lucre  at  the  expence  of  superstitious  people, 
who  thought  it  an  honour  to  a  martyr  to  keep  his  bones 
above  ground;  whereas  all  the  laws  of  Church  and  state 
then  reckoned  it  a  sacrilegious  robbing  of  graves,  and  dis- 
turbance of  those  holy  relics,  which  ought  to  have  lain  quiet 
and  undisturbed  to  the  resurrection. 


Sect.  8.— A  peculiar  Custom  in  Egypt  to  keep  the  Bodies  embalmed  and  un- 
buried  in  their  Houses  above  Ground. 

There  was  a  peculiar  custom  in  Egypt,  which  might  have 
given  great  encouragement  to  this  wicked  practice  ;  though 
we  do  not  find  men  made  that  ill  use  of  it;  however  it  was 
disapproved  upon  another  account.  For  the  cu  stomof 
Egypt  was  so  to  embalm  the  dead,  as  to  keep  them  either 
in  their  houses,  or  in  monuments  or  Mausoleums  above 
ground :  the  body  so  ordered  was  by  the  ancient  Greek 
writers  called  rdpixog^  the  Egyptians  called  itGabbara; 
and  modern  writers,  Mummia,  as  Gataker  observes,^  from 
the  Arabic  word.  Mum,  which  denotes  wax,  used  chiefly  in 
this  embalming.  Most  ancient  writers  speak  of  this  Egyp- 
tian way  of  embalming:  and  Tully  more  particularly  takes 
notice  of  their  keeping  the  bodies  so  embalmed  in  their 
own  houses  without  any  other  burial.^  This  custom,  it 
seems,  was  also  retained  among  the  Christians  of  Egypt, 
many  of  whom  (it  is  certain  not  all)  were  wont  not  to  bury 
their  dead  under  ground,  but,  when  they  had  embalmed 
them,  to  keep  them  still  in  their  houses  laid  in  beds,  out  of 


'  Gataker.  Not.  in  Marc.  Antonin.lib.  iv.  p.  175.  *  Cicero 

Tuscul.  Qusest.  lib,  i.  n.  108.     Condiunt  Egyptii  niortuos,  et  eos  dorai  ser- 
Tent. 
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reverence  and  honour  for  tlieir  persons,  Athanaslus  savs,' 
St.  Antony  the  famous  Ejryptian  hermit  was  very  much  of- 
fended at  this  custom,  and  therefore  he  was  used  with  a 
g-reat  deal  of  freedom  to  tell  the  bishops  of  Eg-ypt,  that  they 
oug-ht  to  teach  the  people  better,  and  endeavour  to  break 
the  custom.  For  the  bodies  of  the  patriarchs  and  prophets 
were  kept  in  their  sepulchres  unto  this  day  ;  and  the  body 
of  our  Lord  was  laid  in  a  grave  to  the  time  of  his  resurrec- 
tion. Bv  Avliioh  arouments  he  shewed,  that  it  was  a  sin  for 
any  man  not  to  bury  the  bodies  of  his  dead  under  the 
earth,  although  they  were  holy.  For  what  can  be  greater 
or  more  holy  than  the  body  of  the  Lord?  L'pon  this  many 
people  changed  their  custom,  and  buried  the  bodies  of  the 
dead  under  ground,  giving  God  thanks  that  they  were  better 
instructed.  It  is  added  a  little  after,  that  St.  Antonv  jjave 
orders,  that  his  own  body  should  so  be  buried,  w  hich  was 
accordingly  done  in  a  place  that  no  one  knew  of  beside  the 
two  persons  that  took  care  of  his  funeral.  But  it  was  not 
easy  to  break  an  inveterate  custom,  and  therefore  though 
many  left  off  this  way,  yet  many  continued  it  still:  for  St. 
Austin  speaks  of  it,^  as  a  thing  in  use  among  the  Egyptians 
in  his  time,  at  least  to  dry  the  bodies  of  the  dead  by  their 
curious  way  of  embalming,  which  made  them  almost  as 
hard  as  brass  and  kept  them  from  corruption.  These  in 
their  language  they  called  by  a  peculiar  name,  Gabbaree ; 
which,  I  think,  we  may  english,  Eijyptian  Mummies.  He 
does  not  expressly  say,  they  still  kept  them  above  ground, 
but  he  seems  to  intimate  as  much,  in  saying,  they  intended 
by  their  embalming  to  harden  them  like  brass,  and  preserve 
them  from  corrdption. 

Sect.  9.— No  religious  Worship  allowed  to  be  given  to  Relics  in  the  Ancient 
Churcli  till  after  the  Time  of  St.  Austin. 

We  may  hence  draw  several  arguments,  as  Mr.  Daille  has 


'  Athan.Vit.  Anton,  t.ii.p.  5lJ'i.  *  Aup.  Serm.  120.  de  Divcrsis. 

cap.  xii.     yKgyptii   diligenler  cnrant  cadavera  mortuorem;  morem  eniiu  ha- 
bent  sicrare  cor|i(>ra  el  tpiasi  irnea  reddere;   gahbaras  ea  voraiit. 
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done  in  a  very  curious  and  learned  book,'  to  prove,  that  there 
was  no  religious  worship  given  to  the  relics  of  saints  and 
martyrs  for  several  of  the  first  ages  in  the  church.  For 
their  great  care  then  was  to  bury  them  under  ground,  (and 
not  set  them  upon  the  altar  as  in  after  ages:^)  this  was 
the  greatest  respect  they  thought  they  could  pay  to  them, 
St,  Antony  thought  it  was  a  great  disrespect  to  keep  them 
above  ground  unburied  :  the  laws  made  it  sacrilege  to  rob  a 
grave  for  the  sake  of  them,  and  absolutely  forbad  any  one  to 
buy  or  sell  the  relics  of  a  martyr:  Lucilla  was  reproved  for 
paying  an  undue  respect  to  them:  St.  Austin  inveighs 
against  the  monks  that  went  about  the  world  selling  the 
relics  of  martyrs  :  and  he  condemns  those,  who  worshipped 
graves  and  pictures  under  pretence  of  honouring  the  dead,* 
whom  he  puts  into  the  same  class  with  those,  who  made 
themselves  drunk  at  the  monuments  of  the  martyrs,  and 
placed  their  intemperance  to  the  account  of  religion.  AH 
such,  he  says,  were  a  scandal  to  the  Church,  whom  she 
condemned  as  ignorant  and  superstitious  men,  and  daily  la- 
boured to  correct  them  as  wicked  children.  There  is  one 
instance  in  the  third  century  of  some  well-meaning  Chris- 
tians, who,  after  the  martyrs  Fructuosus  and  Eulogius  were 
burnt,  gathered  up  their  remains,  and  would  have  kept  them 
by  them  only  out  of  respect  and  love,  not  for  any  religious 
worship  :  but  Fructuosus  after  his  passion  appeared  to  them,* 
and  admonished  them  to  restore  immediately  whatever  part 
of  the  ashes  any  one  out  of  love  had  taken  to  himself,  and 
that  putting  them  all  together  they  should  bury  them  in  one 
common  grave.  The  great  care  of  the  Church  and  of  the 
martyrs  themselves  in  those  days,  was  not  to  have  their  re- 


'  Dallaeus  de  Objecto  CuitQs  Religiosi.  lib.  iv.  '  Mabillon  de 

Liturg.  Gallicanfi.  lib.  i   ca().  9.  n.  4.  owns  there  were  no  relics  set  upon  the 
altar  even  to  the  tenth  century.  *  Aug.  de  Moribus  Ecclesia 

Calhol.  cap.  34.  Novi  multos  esse  sepulchroruin  et  picturarum  adoratores; 
novi  multos  esse,  qui  luxuriosissime  super  niortuos  bibant,  &c. 
*  ActaFructuosi.  ap.  Baron,  an.  cclxii.  n.  68.  Frucfuosura  post  passionem 
apparuisse  fratribus,  et  monuisse,  ut  quod  unusquisque  per  caritatem  de  cine- 
ribus  usurpaveraf,  restituerent  sine  morri,  unoqnc  in  loco  simul  condendo* 
curarent. 
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lies  kept  above  ground  for  worship,  but  to  be  decently  bu- 
ried under  the  earth.  And  therefore  when  the  heathen  judge 
asked  Eulogius  the  deacon,  who  suffered  with  Fructuosus 
his  bishop,  whether  ho  would  not  worship  Fructuosus  as  a 
martyr  after  death  ?  He  plainly  replied,  1  do  not  worship 
Fructuosus,'  but  him  only  whom  Fructuosus  worships.  The 
like  answer  was  given  by  the  brethren  of  the  Church  of 
Smyrna  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Jews,  when  at  the  martyr- 
dom of  Polycarp  the  Jews  desired  the  heathen  judge,  that 
he  would  not  permit  the  Christians  to  carry  off  the  body  of 
Polycarp,  lest  they  should  leave  their  crucified  Master,  and 
begin  to  worship  this  man  in  his  stead:  this  suggestion, 
says  the  answer,  proceeded  purely  from  ignorance,^  and  a 
false  presumption,  that  we  could  either  forsake  Christ,  or 
worship  any  other.  For  we  worship  Christ  as  being  the 
Son  of  God:  but  the  martyrs,  as  the  disciples  and  followers 
of  the  Lord,  we  love  with  a  due  aff'ection.  for  their  great  love 
of  their  own  King  and  Master  ;  with  whom  we  desire  to  be 
partners  and  fellow-diciples.  They  add,  that  when  his  body 
was  burnt,  they  gathered  up  the  bones,  more  precious  and 
valuable  than  any  gold  or  precious  stones,  and  buried  them 
in  a  convenient  place,  where  by  God's  permission  they  inten- 
ded to  meet  and  celebrate  his  birth-day  with  joy  and  glad- 
ness, as  well  for  the  memorial  of  those,  who  have  bravely 
suffered  and  fought  as  champions  before,  as  for  the  exercise 
and  preparation  of  those  that  come  after.  I  will  only  add 
one  testimony  more  out  of  St.  Austin,  where  he  makes  some 
pious  reflexions  upon  the  passions  of  the  foresaid  Fructuo- 
sus and  Eulogius.  He  mentions  the  same  answer  of  Eulo- 
g-ius  to  the  judge,  that  the  acts  speak  of;  when  the  judge 
asked  him,  whether  he  would  worship  Fructuosus  ?  he  re- 
plied, I  do  not  worship  Fructuosus :  but  I  worship  Him,whom 
Fructuosus  also  worships.     Upon  which  St.  Austin  makes 


'   Acta.  Fructuosi.  ap.  Baron,  an.  cclxii.  n.  62.      F'ifo  Fructuosum  non 
eolo,  sed  ipsura  colo  quern  el  Fructuosus.  *  Acta  Polycarpi. 

ap.  Euseb.  lib.  iv.  cap.  xv. 
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this  remark,'  that  hereby  we  are  taught  to  honour  the  mar- 
tyrs, but  not  to  worship  them,  but  only  to  worship  the  God, 
whom  the  martyrs  worship.  For  we  ought  not  to  be  such  as 
the  pagans  are,  whom  we  lament  upon  that  very  account  be- 
cause they  worship  dead  men.  For  all  those,\vhose  names  you 
hear,  to  whom  temples  are  built,  were  men  and  all  or  most  of 
them  kings  among  men  :  as  you  have  heard  of  Jupiter,  Hercu- 
les, Neptune,  Pluto,  Mercury,  Bacchus  and  the  rest;  whom 
not  only  the  fictions  of  the  poets,  but  the  histories  of  all  nations 
declare  and  evidence  to  have  been  men,  who,  having  obliged 
the  world  with  some  temporal  kindnesses,  were  after  death 
worshippedby  vain  men,  whocalled  and  esteemed  them  gods, 
and  built  temples  to  them  as  gods,  and  prayed  to  them  as 
gods,  and  erected  altars  to  them  as  gods,  and  ordained 
priests  for  them  as  gods,  and  offered  sacrifices  to  them  as 
gods:  whereas  the  true  God  alone  ought  to  have  temples, 
and  sacrifices  ought  to  be  offered  to  the  true  God  alone.  As 
for  the  martyrs,  he  says,  they  did  neither  take  them  for  gods. 
nor  worship  them  as  gods.  We  give  them  no  temples,  nor 
altars,  nor  sacrifices ;  neither  do  the  priests  offer  to  them. 
God  forbid  !  these  thing  are  only  done  to  God,  and  offered 
to  Him,  from  whom  alone  we  obtain  all  good  things,  at  the 
memorials  of  the  martyrs.  Therefore  if  any  one  asks  thee, 
whether  thou  worship  Peter  ?  answer  as  Eulog'ius  did  con- 
cerning Fructuosus,  I  do  not  worship  Peter,  but  I  worship 
Him,  whom  Peter  also  worships.  Then  he  brings  in  the  exam- 
ple of  Paul  and  Barnabas  refusing  to  be  worshipped  by  the 
Lycaonians,  and  the  example  of  the  angel  refusing  to  be 
worshipped  by  St.  John,  and  bidding  him  to  worship  God 
alone.  After  which  he  adds  these  remarkable  words  in  the 
close,  both  against  those,  who  kept  feasts  at  the  graves  of 
the  martyrs, and  those,  who  worshipped  them:  "  the  martyrs 
hate  your  flaggons  of  wine,  the  martyrs  hate  your  frying- 


'  Aug.  Serra.  101.  do  Diversis.  p.  571.  Quo  niodo  nos  admonuit,  ut  mar- 
tyres  honoremus,  et  cum  martyribus  deum  colamus.  Neque  enim  tales  esse 
debemuB,  quales  paganos  dolemus.  Et  quidem  illi  mortuos  homines  co- 
lunt,  &c. 
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pans,  the  martyrs  hate  your  drunken  revelling-s  at  their 
graves  ;  I  speak  not  these  things  to  injure  or  reproach  any 
who  are  not  such  :  let  them  who  do  such  thins's,  take  it  to 
themselves:  the  martyrs,'  I  say,  hate  tliese  things,  and  hive 
not  those  tliat  do  them  :  but  they  much  more  liate  and  abhor 
any  worship  that  is  offered  to  them."  These  are  plain  evi- 
dences, that  no  religious  worship  was  given  to  the  martyrs, 
much  less  to  their  relics,  by  the  church  in  the  time  of  St. 
Austin:  but  some  ignorant  and  superstitious  persons  were 
carried*hway  wiih  a  blind  zeal,  to  reckon  those  things  to  be 
an  honour  to  the  martyrs,  which  were  a  real  reproach  both 
to  themselves  and  the  church,  and  displeasing  both  to  God 
and  the  martyrs  ;  to  whom  the  greatest  honour  they  could 
do,  was  to  lay  their  relics  quietly  in  the  grave,  and  meet  at 
their  tombs  to  praise  God  for  their  glorious  atchievements 
and  victories  over  the  terrors  of  death,  and  to  excite  them- 
selves to  piety  and  constancy  in  the  faith,  by  the  provocation 
of  their  examples.  Other  honours  to  the  dead  the  ancient 
Church  knew  none ;  at  least  approved  or  encouraged  none  ; 
but  laboured  to  correct  and  repress  them  wherever  they  ap- 
peared, as  resembling  too  near,  and  savouring  too  much  of 
the  follies  and  superstitions  of  the  gentiles,  whose  gods 
were  only  dead  men,  deified  by  their  own  consecration  and 
worship,  without  any  real  foundation  in  nature  :  for  by  nature 
they  were  no  gods  :  and  this  is  the  great  irrefragable  argu- 
ment the  ancients  always  made  use  of  against  them  ;  of 
which  I  have  said  enough  both  here  and  elsewhere,^  and  so 
I  put  an  end  to  this  discourse  concerning  tlie  manner  of 
treating  the  dead  in  the  ancient  church. 

I  h;ive  now  gone  through  the  whole  state  of  the  primitive 
Church,  and  given  an  account  of  the  several  parts  of  her 
public  worship  and  offices  of  divine  service:  which  in  a 
great  measure  answers  the  design   I   at  first  proposed   to 


'  Ansf.  Serin,  101.  de  Divcrsis.  p.  572.  Odt-runt  mnrtyres  lagenas  vestras, 
oderunt  inartyres  sartapriius  vcstras,  odtriiiil  miirlyres  ebiietatcs  vtstras, 
sine  injuria  oorum  dico  qui  lali:s  non  sunt,  illi  ad  si- rcferant  qui  talia  faci- 
\iOt:  oderunt  istn  martyres,  non  amant  talia  facienton.  St>d  niulto  plus  oderunt, 
fi  colantur.  *  Rook  XIII.  chap.  iii. 
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myself,  when  I  began  this  work.  Another  book  more  of 
miscellaneou5=  rites  rnigrht  be  added :  but  having-  laboured 
in  this  work  for  twenty  years  with  frequent  returns  of  bodily 
infirmities,  which  make  hard  study  now  less  agreeable  to  a 
weakly  constitution  ;  and  the  things  themselves  being  of  no 
great  moment ;  I  rather  choose  to  give  the  reader  a  com- 
plete and  finished  work  with  an  index  to  the  whole,  than  by 
grasping  at  too  much,  to  be  forced  to  leave  it  imperfect, 
neither  to  my  own  nor  the  world's  satisfaction.  1  bless  God 
for  enabling  me  to  go  through  the  work  with  comfort  and 
pleasure  ;  I  thank  the  world  for  their  patience  and  approba- 
tion ;  and  I  thank  my  particular  benefactors  more,  as  I  think 
I  am  obliged  to  do,  for  their  suitable  encouragement  to  a 
work  of  such  a  nature  ;  I  blame  none  for  want  of  encou- 
ragement, nor  any  that  dislike  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  it : 
they  may  have  reasons  perhaps,  which  I  know  not  of,  and 
shall  never  enquire  into.  1  hope  however,  that  it  may  prove 
an  useful  work  in  some  measure  both  to  the  present  and  fu- 
ture generations,  as  a  learned  prelate  was  once  pleased  to 
say  to  me,  by  way  of  approbation  and  encouragement,  Seris 
Arbures  alleri  Sceculo  frofuturas  :  If  so,  I  shall  have  my 
end;  let  the  Church  receive  benefit,  and  God  the  glory 
of  all. 


Lavs  Deo. 
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